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It is the long-awaited day of the inauguration of the Tabernacle, the
Mishkan. It is the eighth day since Moshe began a seven-day
rehearsal and today is the first day that Aharon is instructed to bring
the sacrifices and to operate the sacrificial service in the Mishkan.
Moshe instructs Aharon with the words, “Approach the mizbeach, the
altar, and offer your sacrifices.”

Rashi comments that by Moshe pressing his brother to approach the
altar, we can deduce that Aharon was hesitant to do so. Rashi
explains that Aharon was embarrassed or ashamed to approach.
Moshe appeased him by retorting, “For what are you ashamed? For
this you were chosen!”

The sefer Mayim Chayim suggests that Aharon was hesitant to take
over the operation of the Mishkan because he had involved himself in
the construction of the Golden Calf. Aharon was the one who told the
people to remove their gold jewelry. He was the one who then threw
all their gold into the fire, from whence the Golden Calf emerged!
Aharon knew that the Mishkan was meant to atone for the sin of the
Golden Calf and therefore he was ashamed to be the one offering
sacrifices when he was sullied with the very sin that made the
Mishkan necessary.

Moshe appeased him by saying, “It is because of your shame that you
were chosen!” In other words, Moshe was telling him that although
Aharon was guilty of facilitating the Golden Calf, his sincere feelings
of shame and regret were sufficient to cleanse him of his wrongdoing.
It is therefore precisely Aharon who needed to oversee the Mishkan.
The purpose of the Mishkan was to bring the Jewish people closer to

Hashem by offering sacrifices that in turn create a strong connection
between Hashem and us. Who better than Aharon, who sinned and
did teshuva, repentance, could appreciate the power of the Mishkan.
Someone who never sinned does not need a Mishkan. He is naturally
close to Hashem with the mitzvot that he has done. Only one who has
fallen and gotten back up, can appreciate the gift of Teshuva that the
Mishkan affords.

This is an important lesson for us as we climb out of the filth of Egypt
and we try to improve ourselves step by step to be worthy of
receiving the Torah come Shavuot in another 6 weeks. We have all
fallen into sin. It is easy to despair and believe that we cannot grow
spiritually with all of our baggage weighing us down.

Aharon teaches us that we can use that very baggage and flip it to the
positive. The feelings of shame and guilt can be used to propel us to
the highest levels of closeness to Hashem. Had Aharon not felt shame
for partaking in the Golden Calf, he certainly would not have been
chosen for the most important job of Kohen Gadol.

We all left Mitrayim last week. In searching our hearts attempting to
rid ourselves of our own chametz, we found things that we are not
proud of, that we realize are not according to Torah standards. How
we choose to face these shortcomings, whether we choose to ignore
them or to confront them and feel shamed by them, will make the
difference as to whether Hashem deems us worthy to reaccept the
Torah next month on Shavuot. Let’s make sure that we have taken

the necessary steps and will be ready to embrace the Torah anew!

It Takes Time!

The Jewish people experienced the most extraordinary miracles in

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

Mitzrayim. They saw with their own eyes the Yad Hashem pulling
them out of slavery and into freedom. They watched the ten makkos
unfold. They stood at the edge of the Yam Suf and saw the sea split,
their enemies destroyed before their very eyes. Chazal tell us that
even a maidservant at the sea saw prophetic visions greater than
those of Yechezkel HaNavi.

You’d think after all that—after such earth-shattering, life-altering
events—the transformation would be instant. One moment we were
downtrodden slaves, and the next we’d be spiritual giants. The
ultimate ovdei Hashem. Perfectly tuned in. Changed forever.

And yet, it didn’t work that way.

We know that the 49-day journey from Mitzrayim to Har Sinai wasn’t
just a countdown—it was a process. A spiritual climb from the 49th
level of tumah. Despite the miracles we witnessed, we still needed to
work. To cleanse ourselves. To build something inside of us. To earn
the privilege of receiving the Torah.

Working on ourselves is not like learning facts. It’s not “what’s the
capital of this country” —where once you hear the answer, you know
it. Self-growth doesn’t work that way. You can learn that jealousy is
bad, that lashon hara is destructive, that anger is corrosive—and still
struggle with them daily.

We all have moments of clarity. A powerful davening. A Pesach Seder
that lit up your soul. A shiur that hits just right. You feel inspired. You
know what you’re meant to be. And then... life happens. The next
day, you’re back to your routine. Disappointed you didn’t hold onto
the moment. That’s why the Mishnah Berurah says learning mussar
isn’t optional. It’s a daily obligation. Not a luxury—a necessity for true
avodas Hashem. If “daily” feels overwhelming, start with weekly.
Come join a growing group of bnei aliyah—guys who are working on
themselves, one step at a time.

Every Monday night, 8:15 PM at the Raanana Community Kollel. Hope
to see you there!

Rabbi Isaac
Bernstein

Ahuza 1
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