2
RCKOLLEL.COM

RCK

Torah Bytes

A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz

Bs"d

Since 1998 K
and the Rabbanim of the Ra’anana Kollel \
RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL B'shalach 5785 s
Shabbat Times y ?

In the merit of our soldiers and hostages

17:00 f_‘( 17:58

Issue 70

The Torah describes that the Jewish people left Egypt “chamushim.”
Rashi explains that the word chamushim is translated as “armed.”
They left, taking with them weapons with which to fight their
enemies along the way. Indeed we find that Amalek attacked them
in the desert and Moshe instructed the people to fight them with
these weapons. Rashi then brings a medrash that the word
“chamushim” comes from the word chomesh, meaning a fifth. In
other words, only a fifth of the Jewish people merited to leave
Mitzrayim when the time finally came! Eighty percent of the people
remained in Egypt, having died in the plague of darkness.

This medrash is very difficult to grasp, for if we are to assume that
the twenty percent who made it out of Mitzrayim were the most
righteous of the people, how did Datan and Aviram make the cut?
They were wicked Jews who had informed on Moshe when he killed
the Egyptian all the way back in Parshat Shemot. Halacha tells us
that informing on a fellow Jew is one of the worst sins that one can
commit. If anyone was not deserving of leaving, it would certainly
have beeen them, so how is it that they left Egypt among the elite
twenty percent?

We must conclude then that it wasn’t one’s character or deeds that
determined who left Egypt and who remained. Rather, the
determining factor was whether the Jew was willing to truly leave
Mitzrayim! There is a saying, “You can take the Jew out of Egypt,

but you can’t take Egypt out of the Jew. Taking the Jew out of
Mitzrayim was the easy part. Taking it out of the Jew was the hard
part! Modern psychology found that people imprisoned for a long
time, syndromes that make
reintegration into society very difficult. The Jewish people had been
imprisoned for 210 years! The thought of becoming free and
journeying to an unknown place must have been terrifying. It is not
surprising that even after witnessing the plagues and miracles,
eighty percent could not mentally break free from their captors.

face numerous challenges and

Let’s fast forward to today! There is a feeling that since October 7th,
we are being pushed out of our comfort zone, our own mitzrayim, to
embrace something bigger and better that awaits us over the
horizon. We pray that it is mashiach, our final redemption that
awaits us over that horizon.

But | wonder how many of us will heed the call and have the
courage to leave our confines, our enslavement of the last 2000
years of exile, to follow Hashem toward redemption.

We have grown accustomed to living materially comfortable lives,
especially in the Diaspora, and leaving our beautiful homes and
luxuries of South Africa, America and England, to come to the
crowded and small confines of Eretz Yisrael, will not be easy. We
must prepare and make ourselves ready today so that when the day
comes we will be mentally and emotionally ready to receive
Hashem’s presence into our lives!
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The verse in the picture above states how the people went through
“the land in the sea” and the water acted as walls to their right and
to their left. Seven verses earlier, the Torah seemingly repeats how
the people went through the sea which had turned dry, and the
water acted as walls to their right and their left. The Vilna Gaon
notices two minor discrepancies. The first verse says they went
“into the sea, the land” and the waters were a “choma” a wall. The
second verse (the one in the picture) says they went “into the land,
the sea” and the waters were a “ch’ma” without the letter vav. He
explains that there were two categories of Jews at the sea. There
were those who jumped into the sea while it was still water! Their
belief in Hashem was so strong that they jumped before they

looked! For them the waters were strong like a wall.
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Others did not have that level of faith so they waited until the sea
turned into dry land and only then did they enter. For them the
waters were not a strong wall but a weak one, indicating that their
faith was weak. Indeed, our sages tell us that if it weren’t for those
brave faithful Jews who leapt before they looked, they would not
have merited this amazing miracle!
Hashem wants to see our faith. He wants us to trust Him, that we
should place our lives in His hands. Those who have come closer to
Hashem over the span of this calamitous war are showing Hashem
that we are ready to leap into the sea with Him!
May we be counted among the “chamushim” and the leapers and
may we merit to see our full redemption today!
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	The Torah describes that the Jewish people left Egypt “chamushim.” Rashi explains that the word chamushim is translated as “armed.” They left, taking with them weapons with which to fight their enemies along the way. Indeed we find that Amalek attacked them in the desert and Moshe instructed the people to fight them with these weapons. Rashi then brings a medrash that the word “chamushim” comes from the word chomesh, meaning a fifth. In other words, only a fifth of the Jewish people merited to leave Mitzrayim when the time finally came! Eighty percent of the people remained in Egypt, having died in the plague of darkness. This medrash is very difficult to grasp, for if we are to assume that the twenty percent who made it out of Mitzrayim were the most righteous of the people, how did Datan and Aviram make the cut? They were wicked Jews who had informed on Moshe when he killed the Egyptian all the way back in Parshat Shemot. Halacha tells us that informing on a fellow Jew is one of the worst sins that one can commit. If anyone was not deserving of leaving, it would certainly have beeen them, so how is it that they left Egypt among the elite twenty percent? We must conclude then that it wasn’t one’s character or deeds that determined who left Egypt and who remained. Rather, the determining factor was whether the Jew was willing to truly leave Mitzrayim! There is a saying, “You can take the Jew out of Egypt,
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	Others did not have that level of faith so they waited until the sea turned into dry land and only then did they enter. For them the waters were not a strong wall but a weak one, indicating that their faith was weak. Indeed, our sages tell us that if it weren’t for those brave faithful Jews who leapt before they looked, they would not have merited this amazing miracle! Hashem wants to see our faith. He wants us to trust Him, that we should place our lives in His hands. Those who have come closer to Hashem over the span of this calamitous war are showing Hashem that we are ready to leap into the sea with Him! May we be counted among the “chamushim” and the leapers and may we merit to see our full redemption today!
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