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“And Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of Aharon’s two sons
who drew close before Hashem and died. Hashem said to Moshe to
speak to Aharon to instruct him not to come to the Holy of Holies
whenever he fancies.” There is a complex procedure that needs to be
followed if the Kohen Gadol wishes to enter. The Kohen Gadol should
enter on Yom Kippur carrying a pan of incense after having brought
certain sacrifices in honor of Hashem. Only after much effort is
Hashem happy to receive the Kohen in His most inner chamber.

Rashi is bothered as to why the Torah needed to emphasize the death
of Aharon’s two sons with regard to this commandment. He answers
with a parable. Two sick people come to a doctor for treatment of a
particular illness. The doctor instructs the first patient to stop eating
sugar. To the second one, he gives the same instruction but adds that
if he does not stop eating sugar, he will die like his friend who died
from the disease. The second patient is more motivated to adhere to
the doctor’s instruction because the warning was more real to him
than to the first patient who was not told this.

Hashem wanted Aharon to get the message “loud and clear” so He
told him not to enter into the Holy of Holies whenever he pleased, so
as not to suffer the same fate as his two sons who died.

We can derive from here that this was Nadav and Avihu’s sin, tryng to
enter the inner chamber of Hashem with incense when they fancied,
and not when Hashem desired.

There is a big debate among commentators as to what actually was
the sin of Aharon’s two sons. No doubt the fundamental problem was
that they tried to draw too close to Hashem when they were not
instructed to do so. We see this clearly from the words of the first
verse, “after the death of Aharon’s two sons who died while drawing
near before Hashem and then died.” It was their attempt to draw
close in a manner not prescribed that brought Hashem’s punishment
upon them. Although Rashi’s parable is a beautiful one and the
parable itself makes perfect sense, | wonder how the two cases are
comparable. Stopping to eat sugar for the sake of one’s health is
something that is very difficult to do and the doctor knows that he is
asking a lot of his patient. Therefore it makes sense that the doctor
will try to scare him into heeding his advice by threatening him that if
he doesn’t stop eating sugar, he will die like his friend.

Telling him to quit eating sugar without giving him a real threat will
yield little or no results because the desire to eat sugar is so strong.

If, however, a doctor instructs one who is allergic to bees to stay
away from beehives for they are dangerous, it should suffice. There is
no need for the doctor to “hammer” the point by listing all the
allergic people who died of bee stings, since the person has very little
desire to go near them anyway!

Similarly, why does Hashem need to warn Aharon by vividly
reminding him of his sons’ death? Is the desire to go into the Holy of
Holies as strong an urge as eating sugar that Aharon needs to be
“scared” into submission?

The answer is yes! The desire to draw closer to Hashem, to get a bit
closer to the Shechina, was a very powerful drive! We find this also in
Parshat Korach where the Jewish people lamented the law that states
that if they get too close to the Mishkan they will die. Rashi explains
that the people complained that the boundary is too hard to
maintain. “We are allowed to go into the courtyard of the Mishkan
but one who takes a few extra steps and enters will die?!”

This is strange, for there was a clear curtain that separated the
courtyard of the Mishkan from the Mishkan itself. A person could not
just “stumble” into the Mishkan inadvertently. He would have had to
walk through a clear curtain door, a “stop sign”, to enter inside the
Mishkan. Why did they deem this too difficult to adhere to? The
answer is that a Jew’s soul longs for connection to Hashem! Telling a
Jew that he can come up to this line but can go no further, knowing
that beyond this line lives the Divine presence, is a tremendous
challenge.

This was the downfall of Nadav and Avihu. This could have been a
potential downfall for Aharon who may have desired to go into the
inner chamber every day and not just once a year. This was the
challenge of every Jew living in proximity of the Mishkan.

A Jew’s desire to achieve holiness and closeness to Hashem is an all
powerful drive that when left unharnessed, can take a person to very
prohibited areas of life.

This brings us to the next parsha, Kedoshim. The Torah instructs us to
be holy. How so? Not by overstepping our boundaries, but rather by
merely keeping the laws that are applicable to us! We do not need
heroics. We do not need to embellish or outdo the Torah’s
prescription for holiness. We must simply follow our Heavenly
Doctor’s orders and we will achieve the level of closeness that
Hashem wants us to achieve.
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	“And Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of Aharon’s two sons who drew close before Hashem and died. Hashem said to Moshe to speak to Aharon to instruct him not to come to the Holy of Holies whenever he fancies.” There is a complex procedure that needs to be followed if the Kohen Gadol wishes to enter. The Kohen Gadol should enter on Yom Kippur carrying a pan of incense after having brought certain sacrifices in honor of Hashem. Only after much effort is Hashem happy to receive the Kohen in His most inner chamber. Rashi is bothered as to why the Torah needed to emphasize the death of Aharon’s two sons with regard to this commandment. He answers with a parable. Two sick people come to a doctor for treatment of a particular illness. The doctor instructs the first patient to stop eating sugar. To the second one, he gives the same instruction but adds that if he does not stop eating sugar, he will die like his friend who died from the disease. The second patient is more motivated to adhere to the doctor’s instruction because the warning was more real to him than to the first patient who was not told this. Hashem wanted Aharon to get the message “loud and clear” so He told him not to enter into the Holy of Holies whenever he pleased, so as not to suffer the same fate as his two sons who died. We can derive from here that this was Nadav and Avihu’s sin, tryng to enter the inner chamber of Hashem with incense when they fancied, and not when Hashem desired. There is a big debate among commentators as to what actually was the sin of Aharon’s two sons. No doubt the fundamental problem was that they tried to draw too close to Hashem when they were not instructed to do so. We see this clearly from the words of the first verse, “after the death of Aharon’s two sons who died while drawing near before Hashem and then died.” It was their attempt to draw close in a manner not prescribed that brought Hashem’s punishment upon them. Although Rashi’s parable is a beautiful one and the parable itself makes perfect sense, I wonder how the two cases are comparable. Stopping to eat sugar for the sake of one’s health is something that is very difficult to do and the doctor knows that he is asking a lot of his patient. Therefore it makes sense that the doctor will try to scare him into heeding his advice by threatening him that if he doesn’t stop eating sugar, he will die like his friend. Telling him to quit eating sugar without giving him a real threat will yield little or no results because the desire to eat sugar is so strong.
	If, however, a doctor instructs one who is allergic to bees to stay away from beehives for they are dangerous, it should suffice. There is no need for the doctor to “hammer” the point by listing all the allergic people who died of bee stings, since the person has very little desire to go near them anyway! Similarly, why does Hashem need to warn Aharon by vividly reminding him of his sons’ death? Is the desire to go into the Holy of Holies as strong an urge as eating sugar that Aharon needs to be “scared” into submission? The answer is yes! The desire to draw closer to Hashem, to get a bit closer to the Shechina, was a very powerful drive! We find this also in Parshat Korach where the Jewish people lamented the law that states that if they get too close to the Mishkan they will die. Rashi explains that the people complained that the boundary is too hard to maintain. “We are allowed to go into the courtyard of the Mishkan but one who takes a few extra steps and enters will die?!” This is strange, for there was a clear curtain that separated the courtyard of the Mishkan from the Mishkan itself. A person could not just “stumble” into the Mishkan inadvertently. He would have had to walk through a clear curtain door, a “stop sign”, to enter inside the Mishkan. Why did they deem this too difficult to adhere to? The answer is that a Jew’s soul longs for connection to Hashem! Telling a Jew that he can come up to this line but can go no further, knowing that beyond this line lives the Divine presence, is a tremendous challenge. This was the downfall of Nadav and Avihu. This could have been a potential downfall for Aharon who may have desired to go into the inner chamber every day and not just once a year. This was the challenge of every Jew living in proximity of the Mishkan.  A Jew’s desire to achieve holiness and closeness to Hashem is an all powerful drive that when left unharnessed, can take a person to very prohibited areas of life. This brings us to the next parsha, Kedoshim. The Torah instructs us to be holy. How so? Not by overstepping our boundaries, but rather by merely keeping the laws that are applicable to us! We do not need heroics. We do not need to embellish or outdo the Torah’s prescription for holiness. We must simply follow our Heavenly Doctor’s orders and we will achieve the level of closeness that Hashem wants us to achieve.
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