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mother of Aarran Levy, on her yartzheit

“Yaakov sought to dwell in tranquility in the land of his ancestors.”
With these opening words the Torah begins its long story of the
brothers’ plot against Yosef, and how due to their jealousy, Yosef was
sent to Egypt, while Yaakov grieved over his son’s death.

Rashi is bothered by the juxtaposition of this parsha with the topic at
the end of last week’s parsha. The Torah listed all of the chieftains and
descendants of Eisav, showing us how numerous and mighty they
were. Contrast their numbers to those of Yaakov’s. Yaakov was
building the “start-up nation”, whose numbers hadn’t even reached 70
yet! Yaakov felt overwhelmed for he knew, from his father’s blessings,
that he and his brother’s nation would be locked in battle for the soul
of the Jewish people. When he saw what he was up against, he was
worried. “How could such a small family such as mine, compete and
eventually defeat the might of Eisav?” With this the Torah opens by
stating, “These are the descendants of Yaakov, Yosef...” Although
Yaakov had 12 sons, the Torah only mentions Yosef. Hashem is telling
Yaakov not to worry. One Yosef can stand up to an army of Eisavs!
Rashi illustrates this with a parable. A flax transporter once entered
into a blacksmith’s shop with the flax taking up the entire premises.
The blacksmith wondered how he would overpower so much flax. A
clever man told the blacksmith that with one spark from his tool, he
can burn and destroy all of the flax. So too, the house of Yosef is a
flame and the house of Eisav is straw. One spark from Yosef will
vanquish all of the straw of Eisav.

It is interesting to note that Parshat Vayeishev always is read on or
before Chanukah. Whenever | read Rashi’s story of the flax driver and
the spark, | am reminded of a Gemara in Shabbat that discusses a
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. ‘_, “Edch of you played a‘role a donation, a call, or a message.
" You helped build community, growth, Torah, and connection.
Your support came from all over the world, showing true unity.
Together, we created real light.

You are the heart of RCK - and we're grateful to each of you.

Point for Growth - Filling the Pit the Right Way :ﬂ]ﬁ

In this week’s parsha, Yosef is thrown into a pit. The Torah says, “The
pit was empty, there was no water in it.” Rashi brings the Gemara that
explains: there was no water, but there were snakes and scorpions.
Chazal teach us something important: a pit never stays empty. If there
isn’t water and “water” always means Torah then something else will
fill the space. There is no such thing as “neutral.” Either you fill
yourself with holiness, or the world fills you with “snakes and
scorpions,” things that pull you away from truth. Feed your mind junk
— and you’ll live a junk life. But if you fill yourself with living water —
Torah, connection, meaning — everything looks different. And that’s
exactly what we do at RCK. We make sure the pit never stays empty.

donkey laden with flax that brushes against a storekeeper’s flame,
causing the flax to ignite and to be incinerated. The Mishna states
that lights, then the
storekeeper is exempt for causing destruction to the flax. It turns out

if the flames came from the Chanukah

that this is the only reference to Chanukah that appears in any
Mishna in Shas! The fact that the only story relating to Chanukah in a
Mishna involves a story about a huge amount of flax against one
small flame, which sounds eerily similar to the story that Rashi quotes
in this week’s Parsha that always falls around Chanukah, is uncanny!
What is the deeper message here?

The answer is that the story of the Jewish people is that of “the many
in the hands of the few”, which is also the message of Chanukah.
Yaakov looked at the sheer volume of Eisav’s nation and became
overwhelmed. “How can my small family, which stands for goodness,
defeat the vast power of Eisav, who represents the evils and vanities
of the world?” The Torah tells Yaakov not to judge Eisav by his size,
his volume, or his numbers. When it comes to the battle between
good and evil, between Hashem and the Satan, size does not matter!
When Yaakov is armed with the might of Hashem, he is able to
overcome the largest and mightiest armies, just as a small flame can
defeat the largest pile of flax or straw.

In the end, truth will triumph and falsehood will fall. Yosef the
Tzaddik, armed with the fundamentals of Torah and Emunah, will
defeat all of the armies of evil. So too, on Chanukah a small select
group of Kohanim, armed only with the light of Torah and purity,
defeated the darkness of the vast and mighty armies of Eisav!

We at RCK are overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and support
that came from our amazing community, as you helped us run our
most successful fundraising campaign ever. Thanks to your generosity
and friendship, we will be able to continue igniting the fire of Torah
study, together with you, over the coming year!

We pray that Hashem should grant you all good health and happiness,
together with your families, and that the merit of supporting Torah
study in Raanana should bring you many many blessings.

Together we march forward, lighting up the world, doing our part, as
we seek to inspire those around us. Just as one flame can ignite an
entire quantity of flax, so may we succeed in igniting the Jewish
people to Torah and mitzvot, dispelling the darkness and spreading
the light of redemption to all of Am Yisrael!

We bring living water into the community: shiurim, chavrusas,
warmth, depth. When the pit is filled with good, there’s no place for
darkness. When light comes in, darkness simply disappears. When you
fill your mind with spirituality and wisdom, you live a life of strength,
meaning, and holiness. Everyone who took part in the campaign
should feel proud. You helped fill the pit. You brought more Torah,
more connection, more life into the community. Thank you to each
and every person who was part of this miracle.

’i"i‘WeekIy Challenge: Take 10 minutes for kindness or learning instead
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of extra screen time. A small step can change everything.
Fill the pit with living water.
With appreciation, Ben Goldstein RCK Manager.
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Q: | live in a private house, and | light my Chanukah menorah at the
entrance gate of my yard, facing the street.
This gate doesn’t require a mezuzah halachically, because it has no
fixed doorpost — the entire gate swings and there is no permanent
mezuzah frame. Still, | chose to put up a mezuzah on the right side so |
can kiss it when | enter, and because a mezuzah brings protection.
Now that Chanukah is coming, where should | light the menorah?
Do I light on the left side (since there is a mezuzah), or since there is no
obligation of mezuzah, is
mezuzah,” and | should light on the right side?

Great question. The issue is whether the halacha to place the
menorah on the left side applies only when there is an actual mezuzah

it considered a doorway “without a

obligation — or whether it applies any time a mezuzah is present, even
if it was put up only as an extra stringency or for inspiration.

Two contemporary poskim write that the main idea is to be
“surrounded by mitzvos.” Meaning: even if the mezuzah is there only
because of a chumra or hiddur, you still light the menorah on the left
side, opposite the mezuzah. There may even be a hint to this from the
She’iltos, which says we position ourselves “with the mezuzah on the
right, the menorah on the left, and the person wearing tzitzis in the
middle.” According to many authorities, Chanukah candles are lit after
nightfall — when it is no longer the time for wearing tzitzis (according
to the Rambam). So the mitzvah of tzitzis is not actually being fulfilled
at that moment — yet the She’iltos still speaks about being surrounded
by mitzvos. This suggests that the idea is not about the actual
fulfilment of a mitzvah, but about being surrounded by mitzvah
objects. However, this proof is not completely decisive, and one could
argue the other way as well, so the matter is not fully clear.
Recommendation:
(“mashkof”). This way:

* You can fulfill the mitzvah of mezuzah properly (and many say the
protection of a mezuzah comes from fulfilling the mitzvah itself).

¢ And you will avoid this doubt about where to place the Chanukah
lights.

It is worthwhile to install a proper doorpost

"The Monarch Who Began in the Pit*
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

Yosef has a dream — actually two. One day he will be a king. The
dream is clear, the future seems promising... but everything turns
upside down. Instead of a crown he is thrown into a pit. Instead of
royalty he is sold as a slave. A regular person would collapse — but not
Yosef. Yosef doesn’t sink, he leads. He takes initiative everywhere he
goes: in Potiphar’s house, in prison, and eventually in Egypt itself,
running the greatest rescue plan in the region.

Yosef knows the truth. Even if your destiny is promised, if you do
nothing — nothing will happen. A dream that you don’t work for, stays
a dream. The gap between dream and reality can be huge — a pit,
exile, slavery — but the only real question is, what can | do right now?
That’s the message Mordechai told Esther, and the lesson of the
Chashmonaim: the miracle comes only after someone starts. “I will
bless you in everything you do” — after you do. You take a step,
Hashem does the rest. Everything begins with one question: what can |
do now? And from there — it’s in Hashem’s hands.

Q: We are, Baruch Hashem, celebrating our son’s Bar Mitzvah on one
of the nights of Chanukah.
Can we light Chanukah candles with a bracha in the event hall?
Many of the guests are not religious, and it’s possible they won’t be
lighting candles at home.

Chanukah candles must be lit in the place where a person lives — in
their home.
Since nobody lives in an event hall, no one can fulfill their obligation
by lighting there. This is similar to what the Rema writes about
lighting in a shul: even though we light with a bracha, nobody actually
fulfills their personal mitzvah through that lighting.
The question is: If we can make a bracha in a synagogue for pirsumei
nisa (publicizing the miracle), can we do the same in a hall where
there are even more people?
The Shulchan Aruch explains that we light and make a bracha in shul
because of the importance of publicizing the miracle. Even though it is
only a custom and not a personal obligation, the bracha is still said.
Based on that, one might argue that a hall could be similar.
However, most poskim rule that we do not make a bracha when
lighting in an event hall or at public gatherings on Chanukah.
Why? Because even lighting in shul with a bracha is something that
the poskim debated heavily — and it may have been instituted only
for a shul, which also represents “a remembrance of the Beis
HaMikdash.”
Therefore, we do not extend the practice to places that are not
mentioned clearly in halacha.
This is the opinion of Rav Elyashiv, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, Rav
Wosner zt"l, and many others.
A small number of poskim — including Rav Ovadia Yosef zt"l — held
that you may make a bracha at large gatherings because of the strong
element of publicizing the miracle, especially if Maariv is being
davened there.
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	“Yaakov sought to dwell in tranquility in the land of his ancestors.” With these opening words the Torah begins its long story of the brothers’ plot against Yosef, and how due to their jealousy, Yosef was sent to Egypt, while Yaakov grieved over his son’s death. Rashi is bothered by the juxtaposition of this parsha with the topic at the end of last week’s parsha. The Torah listed all of the chieftains and descendants of Eisav, showing us how numerous and mighty they were. Contrast their numbers to those of Yaakov’s. Yaakov was building the “start-up nation”, whose numbers hadn’t even reached 70 yet! Yaakov felt overwhelmed for he knew, from his father’s blessings, that he and his brother’s nation would be locked in battle for the soul of the Jewish people. When he saw what he was up against, he was worried. “How could such a small family such as mine, compete and eventually defeat the might of Eisav?” With this the Torah opens by stating, “These are the descendants of Yaakov, Yosef...” Although Yaakov had 12 sons, the Torah only mentions Yosef. Hashem is telling Yaakov not to worry. One Yosef can stand up to an army of Eisavs! Rashi illustrates this with a parable. A flax transporter once entered into a blacksmith’s shop with the flax taking up the entire premises. The blacksmith wondered how he would overpower so much flax. A clever man told the blacksmith that with one spark from his tool, he can burn and destroy all of the flax. So too, the house of Yosef is a flame and the house of Eisav is straw. One spark from Yosef will vanquish all of the straw of Eisav. It is interesting to note that Parshat Vayeishev always is read on or before Chanukah. Whenever I read Rashi’s story of the flax driver and the spark, I am reminded of a Gemara in Shabbat that discusses a
	donkey laden with flax that brushes against a storekeeper’s flame, causing the flax to ignite and to be incinerated. The Mishna states that if the flames came from the Chanukah lights, then the storekeeper is exempt for causing destruction to the flax. It turns out that this is the only reference to Chanukah that appears in any Mishna in Shas! The fact that the only story relating to Chanukah in a Mishna involves a story about a huge amount of flax against one small flame, which sounds eerily similar to the story that Rashi quotes in this week’s Parsha that always falls around Chanukah, is uncanny! What is the deeper message here? The answer is that the story of the Jewish people is that of “the many in the hands of the few”, which is also the message of Chanukah. Yaakov looked at the sheer volume of Eisav’s nation and became overwhelmed. “How can my small family, which stands for goodness, defeat the vast power of Eisav, who represents the evils and vanities of the world?” The Torah tells Yaakov not to judge Eisav by his size, his volume, or his numbers. When it comes to the battle between good and evil, between Hashem and the Satan, size does not matter! When Yaakov is armed with the might of Hashem, he is able to overcome the largest and mightiest armies, just as a small flame can defeat the largest pile of flax or straw. In the end, truth will triumph and falsehood will fall. Yosef the Tzaddik, armed with the fundamentals of Torah and Emunah, will defeat all of the armies of evil. So too, on Chanukah a small select group of Kohanim, armed only with the light of Torah and purity, defeated the darkness of the vast and mighty armies of Eisav!
	We at RCK are overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and support that came from our amazing community, as you helped us run our most successful fundraising campaign ever. Thanks to your generosity and friendship, we will be able to continue igniting the fire of Torah study, together with you, over the coming year! We pray that Hashem should grant you all good health and happiness, together with your families, and that the merit of supporting Torah study in Raanana should bring you many many blessings.  Together we march forward, lighting up the world, doing our part, as we seek to inspire those around us. Just as one flame can ignite an entire quantity of flax, so may we succeed in igniting the Jewish people to Torah and mitzvot, dispelling the darkness and spreading the light of redemption to all of Am Yisrael!
	Point for Growth – Filling the Pit the Right Way In this week’s parsha, Yosef is thrown into a pit. The Torah says, “The pit was empty, there was no water in it.” Rashi brings the Gemara that explains: there was no water, but there were snakes and scorpions. Chazal teach us something important: a pit never stays empty. If there isn’t water and “water” always means Torah  then something else will fill the space. There is no such thing as “neutral.” Either you fill yourself with holiness, or the world fills you with “snakes and scorpions,” things that pull you away from truth. Feed your mind junk — and you’ll live a junk life. But if you fill yourself with living water — Torah, connection, meaning — everything looks different. And that’s exactly what we do at RCK. We make sure the pit never stays empty.
	We bring living water into the community: shiurim, chavrusas, warmth, depth. When the pit is filled with good, there’s no place for darkness. When light comes in, darkness simply disappears. When you fill your mind with spirituality and wisdom, you live a life of strength, meaning, and holiness. Everyone who took part in the campaign should feel proud. You helped fill the pit. You brought more Torah, more connection, more life into the community. Thank you to each and every  person who was part of this miracle.  👣Weekly Challenge: Take 10 minutes for kindness or learning instead of extra screen time. A small step can change everything.  Fill the pit with living water.  With appreciation, Ben Goldstein RCK Manager.


