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Parshat Teruma instructs the Jewish people to build a mishkan, a
home, for Hashem to dwell in. When detailing the construction of
the Holy Ark, the Torah tells us that Hashem would speak to
Moshe from between the Cherubim, the two childlike, winged
figures protruding from the cover of the Ark.

The Torah does not tell us how large the space was between the
wings of the Cherubim but in most illustrations, the wings are
depicted as to almost be touching in the middle. There is but a tiny
gap that separates the two Cherubim.

The Gemara brings a medrash that sites one passuk as describing
the cherubim as facing each other, and another that describes
them as facing the wall. The gemara reconciles this seeming
contradiction by suggesting that the faces of the cherubim echo
the status of our relationship with Hashem. When we are behaving
according to the will of Hashem, then the cherubim are facing each
other. When we are not living according to Hashem’s will, then
they are not facing each other. It would seem that whether
Hashem is pleased with us or not, the position of the wings of the
cherubim are the same, facing each other with a small gap of
space in between.

There was one time in Jewish history when that space was closed
entirely and the cherubim were found embracing each other. That
was when the Babylonians entered the Temple to defile and
destroy it! Many commentators suggest that the message the
cherubim were trying to relay was that even in times when
Hashem has to mete out destruction on His Temple and His
people, His love for us remains strong! | would like to suggest
otherwise. The point of the medrash was to emphasize, due to
their embrace, the absence of that small space between the
cherubim, thereby suggesting that the relationship between us
and Hashem had broken down to a state of no return. The
destruction of the Temple that ensued as a result, was the
rebooting of our relationship, requiring us to start over from
scratch! Just as in a healthy marriage, each must give space to the
other to thrive and develop themselves, so too Hashem wants
there to be a healthy space in our relationship with Him,
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for it is within this space where Hashem resonates!

The Torah states that Hashem communicated with us from within
the space between the cherubim. If we don’t foster and maintain
that healthy space, then Hashem cannot truly enter our hearts and
minds.

Sometimes our relationship with Hashem is not as healthy as it
should be. We may be lacking the healthy space between, yet our
situation does not require the same level of reboot that we
unfortunately experienced at the time of the Temple’s destruction.
In this circumstance a new hole needs to be made to allow
Hashem to enter.

This is echoed by the medrash, “Open for me the opening of a
needle, and | (Hashem) will open your hearts wide enough to drive
chariots through!” | always believed that the hole of the needle
referred to the “eye” of the needle.

After living through the tragic and tumultuous times since October
7th and witnessing the spiritual awakening of many of the released
hostages and their families, | believe that the opening to which the
medrash is referring is the actual hole the needle makes when it
pierces the body.

The hole that the needle makes can be painful. When the
relationship between Hashem and His people has been stifled for
too long, sometimes we need the forced entry of the needle to
recreate that space between us and Hashem, to reawaken our
hearts to Him.

| write these words as Israel and World Jewry braces itself for
perhaps the most painful funerals in our recent history, those of
the Bibas family. The pain inflicted by this “needle” is immense
and beyond belief.

We can only pray that the huge hole that this needle has surely
created within the body of the Jewish people, will not close up or
become filled with despair and despondency, but will remain
open, to be filled with the spiritual awakening of all Jews both in
Israel and throughout the world, as we cry out to Hashem to end
the pain, so that it should usher in our final redemption, with the
coming of Mashiach today!
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