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Why Sukkot Follows Yom Kippur

The question is asked why Sukkot is observed at this time of year
when in truth it would make more sense to celebrate it straight
after Pesach. For it was immediately after the Jewish people left
Egypt that they merited to be enveloped in the clouds of glory, for
which we observe the festival of Sukkot!

There are a number of answers found in the commentaries, but |
would like to focus on one brought in the name of the Dubner
Maggid. In his classic fashion, he explains by way of a parable.
There was once a king who married off his daughter to a pleasant
fellow. The new couple moved far from the king’s palace, to the
degree that the king was only able to visit his daughter after they
had been married for an entire year. The king visited for the day
and found everything to be fine. His son in law was gracious and
respectful and the relationship between the husband and wife
seemed perfect. As the king was about to leave, his daughter
came crying to him, revealing that her husband was abusive and
nasty to her and he was only putting on an act for the king’s
benefit.

The king, not wanting to pass judgment before he saw for himself
that her allegations were true, decided to invite the couple to
spend a week with him in the royal palace. The king reasoned that
it was possible that his son in law was performing an act, trying to
fool him into believing that their marriage was fine. However,
keeping up such an act for an entire week would be impossible.

Certainly the son in law’s behavior over a full seven day period
would be indicative of who he really was. Only after living in close
proximity of his son-in-law for seven days would the king be able
to pass judgment properly.

So too, said the Dubner Maggid, we come to Hashem on Yom
Kippur and we are on our best behavior. We act as tzaddikim,
ignoring our bodily needs and we spend the day in concentrated
prayer. We feel the holiness of Hashem’s presence and we
promise Hashem that we will never sin again. Hashem is
impressed but not yet convinced for anyone can act righteous for
25 hours. So Hashem gives us a seven day festival where we live in
a sukkah under the shade of Hashem’s shechinah. Hashem spends
these seven days watching us carefully, making sure that the
promises we made on Yom Kippur were sincere and that we truly
have changed for the better. He sees that it wasn’t an act, rather
it was the real deal.

How do we show Hashem that we have truly changed and that it
isn’t just an act? By rejoicing over Sukkot. Where a person gets his
joy speaks volumes about what he deems to be important.
Hashem wants us to rejoice in the Chag. He wants to see that
living in the Sukkah brings us happiness. By rejoicing in the
mitzvah of Sukkah, we show Hashem that attaining a closeness to
Him is the most important goal of our lives. When Hashem sees us
behaving and rejoicing as Torah Jews, He will have the proof He
needs to finalize a good verdict for life and salvation!

Hoshana Rabba

The day when the verdicts leave the King’s Palace!

On Rosh Hashanah we were written; on Yom Kippur
we were sealed. And now — it’s time for the verdicts to
be sent.

It happens on the night of Hoshana Rabba.

The holy Zohar reveals: “On the seventh day of the
festival, the notes with the verdicts go out from the
King’s palace.”

This is the night when Hashem sends out our notes,

so we arranged the perfect night just for that! A night
of Torah, tefillah, and unity.

We’ve taken care of everything — all you need to do is
come.

Be there when the notes leave the King’s palace.

We invite you to join us for Hoshana Rabba Night at
RCK. There will be inspiring shiurim and a warm
atmosphere. You can learn with a chavrusa or join one
of the classes. At the end of the evening, we’ll
celebrate together with a kumzitz, dancing and live
music, with true joy in our hearts.

We can’t wait to see you there!

The RCK Team.
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Citizens of Israel! I'm in Control!
Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

“On the fifteenth day of the seventh month,
when you have gathered in the yield of your land, you shall
observe the festival of Hashem for seven days: a complete rest on
the first day, and a complete rest on the eighth day.”

It is specifically at this time—when the crops are gathered, the
pantries are full, and the bills have been paid—that we celebrate
Sukkos.

The Menoras HaMeor explains why Hashem chose this time for
the holiday of Sukkos. Every Yom Tov has its defining middah:
Pesach = Emunah, Shavuos = Torah, Yom Kippur = Teshuva, and so
on. What is the middah of Sukkos? Bitachon—our trust in Hashem.
We leave our comfortable homes, the safety of strong, secure
walls, and enter into a diras ara’i, a temporary dwelling, exposed
to the elements of the world around us. In doing so, we
demonstrate to Hashem that we place our trust solely in Him.

But, says the Menoras HaMeor, there is one time that especially
challenges our ability to place our trust in Hashem: when things
are good! When the stock portfolio is rising, the debts are paid,
and we’re less concerned about the price of groceries. In the
spring, when the produce is just beginning, we daven that it will
grow well—it’s out of our control. In the summer, we daven that it
won’t rain too much, so the produce can dry in the fields—it’s out
of our control. But once the crops are successfully gathered and
stored, we begin to feel like we are in control.

That is precisely when the Torah tells us to strengthen our middah
of Bitachon. To remind ourselves that Hashem runs the show.
You’'re comfortable? Your home keeps you warm and safe? For

Going the Extra Distance!
Rabbi Dovid Horwitz

The Torah tells us to celebrate the festival of Sukkot in order to
remind ourselves how Hashem sheltered us in little huts as we
journeyed through the desert. There is a machloket between
Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Akiva whether these huts were miraculous
by nature, being comprised of the clouds of glory themselves, or
whether they were physical booths.

Either way, we use Sukkot as an opportunity to thank Hashem for
providing us with booths for each family to live in. The Chida asks
a question. Why are we celebrating, by way of a seven day
festival, the booths that Hashem provided, yet we do not
celebrate the miracle of the manna falling everyday from Heaven,
or the miracle of Miriam’s well travelling with them through the
desert to provide them with water to drink.

He answers that although the manna and the water were indeed
provided to us in a miraculous fashion, Hashem was, so to speak,
obligated to provide these things. He was the one that ordered us
to enter a desert without food or water. Since He was the one
who placed us in this predicament, it is only fair that He be the
one to sustain us while we were there.

The Sukkahs that we dwelled in, however, were not a necessity.
They were a luxury. It showed the people that Hashem wanted us
to be comfortable while we were living in the desert. The harsh
elements of desert life had no effect on them, for they were
protected on all sides by Hashem’s housing.

The timing of the festival is also not coincidental. Hashem wants
to show us that after experiencing 40 days of judgment, coupled
with fear and awe, we can now relate to Hashem as loving
children who crave a love relationship with Him. It is this unique
relationship that we are celebrating on Sukkot! May we merit to
attain it fully!

the next seven days, things will be less predictable. You won’t be
able to adjust the thermostat in the sukkah. There’s no alarm
system. No top floor, no basement. Just one room—the family
together, placing their trust in the true Master of the World.

The Kli Yakar sees this idea hinted in the pasuk: Kol ezrach
b’Yisrael yeishvu basukkos—“Every citizen of Israel shall dwell in
sukkos.” Why does the Torah refer to the Jew as an “ezrach,” a
citizen?

The Kli Yakar explains: a citizen is someone established, someone
important, who feels comfortable in his environment. When we
are visitors in a foreign country, we don’t know the streets, the
shops, or how to navigate public transportation. That lack of
familiarity makes us acutely aware that we are not in control. In
contrast, in our hometown, where we are citizens, we know every
corner, not only what stands there now but what used to be there
as well. Our intimate knowledge gives us comfort—and a sense of
ownership.

It is precisely this citizen who needs to be reminded of who is the
true Owner. Even in our own homes, where we feel most in
control, Hashem commands us to leave. To go out into the sukkah
and remind ourselves who is really in charge.

As lIsraeli citizens, we are known as Ezrachei Yisrael. That same
word which appears in the pasuk about sukkos. Perhaps we can
extend the Kli Yakar’s idea to our own reality. We are comfortable
here—we know the towns, the streets, the politics. We are
among the first generations in thousands of years to call
ourselves Ezrachei Yisrael. We are citizens! But Sukkos reminds
us: you may be citizens, but I, Hashem, am the true Owner of the
Land. No Prime Minister, President, or King can ever outrank Me.
This Sukkos, let us strengthen this holy middah of Bitachon in our
lives—showing Hashem our devotion to Him and our recognition
of His role in every aspect of our existence.
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Sukkos: Gathering in for a Hug c ?!3
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek ~2

P .

The Ari’zal teaches that Sukkos is not only Zman Simchaseinu, but
also a time of embrace. He explains that the minimum structure of
a sukkah - two full walls and a partial third - resembles an arm
wrapping around in a hug. Many seforim connect this to Shir
HaShirim’s “pann ixn' — His right arm embraces me” (2:6),
indicating that Sukkos is the moment when Hashem embraces us
with love after the awe of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

The embrace is more than symbolic. The Gemara (Sukkah 27b)
learns from “napa 1aw! 7x1w'a N1RNT72” that ideally, the entire
Jewish nation could sit in one sukkah. Thus we see, in a sense, the
sukkah is a collective mitzvah, a place where the entire Jewish
people can be surrounded by Hashem’s presence together.

The Torah highlights this through an unusual order. It lists the
mitzvah of arba minim - the four species - before the mitzvah of
sukkah (Vayikra 23:40-43). Yet practically, we first enter the
sukkah on the night of Sukkos and only take the arba minim the
next morning. Why the reversal?

The Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 30) teaches the arba minim
symbolize different types of Jews bound together as one. Only
once we unite, despite differences, do we merit Hashem’s
forgiveness and embrace. First comes our expression of unity
through the arba minim and only after do we enter the sukkah.

But it is not just unity - it is unity with a purpose. On the Yamim
Noraim we davened: “D7¥ 1172 72ix1 NiWY? NOX NTAX D72 1Y) -
let them become one unit to do Your will wholeheartedly.” Our
plea was not merely to come together, but to unite in one mission
of serving Hashem. That is why Sukkos begins with binding (Taxn)
the arba minim into a single bundle and culminates with entering

No Reward? No Problem!
Rabbi Yisroel Zaslow

a’h
How much would we pay for an esrog? Probably not more than
the Vilna Gaon. Rabbi Avraham J. Twerski shared just how much
the Gaon spent on his esrog:

“In earlier days, esrogim were not as plentiful as they are now.
Some towns had only a single esrog, and some had none.

One year, there was a dearth of esrogim, and the Vilna Gaon
was very upset because he would not be able to fulfill the
mitzvah of the Four Species. He instructed his students to
search through Vilna, and if they found an esrog, they should
pay whatever price was asked.

The students did indeed find a wealthy man who had an esrog,
but he was unwilling to sell it for any amount of money. When
they pleaded with him, he said, ‘1 will give it to you on one
condition: the reward the Gaon has for doing this mitzvah goes
to me.’ Having been told to offer any price asked, they agreed.
When they brought the esrog to the Gaon and told him the
terms of the deal, he was overjoyed. ‘We are supposed to do
mitzvos because Hashem commanded them, not because of
reward. However, since there is a reward for doing mitzvos, one
can never completely eliminate that thought from one’s mind.
Now that the reward has been promised to someone else, |
won’t be bothered by it, and | can do the mitzvah
wholeheartedly. (Life’s Blessings, pp. 189-90)”

N2 2 oy N

Hashem’s sukkah together.

In an interview, Yair Einsbacher,

a fighter in the IDF’s counterterrorism unit,

shared how after a full day of heavy fighting

on October 7th his unit entered a house in

Nir Yitzchak where Jews were hiding in a

sealed room. At first, the civilians inside did not

believe it was the IDF. Only when Yair cried out “Shema Yisrael” did
they open the door.

Sobbing as he told over this moment, Yair described, “We fell on
each of their shoulders crying and hugging as if [they were] our
own children that we had just rescued.” In that same interview he
then cried, “7x D712 'TIN' 22 PW1A21 PANY? (TNKX [IX1 OX DWN RX! IR
MIX ["2yn X7 TN oy MR 127! = | left there with only one wish:
to hug and kiss every Jew in the world! Don’t talk to me about any
separation! | don’t care!”

That is the embrace of Sukkos. To hug another Jew is to allow
Hashem to hug us. To gather in unity with a shared mission is to
merit Hashem’s presence.

Just as the Clouds of Glory surrounded us in the desert in the merit
of Aharon Ha’Kohen, the one who promoted peace in the Jewish
nation, so too the sukkah surrounds us when we bring peace and
achdus among ourselves.

This year, as we sit in our sukkas, let’s look around and remember:
every wall and every piece of schach is Hashem’s hug!

And when we embrace one another, when we live our Yamim
Noraim tefillah of becoming agudah achas — one unit - to do His
will, that’s when we can truly feel His embrace.

May we merit to dwell together in the sukkah of peace, 107w naio,
united in mission, accepted by one another and embraced by
Hashem.

—_——

Sukkos is a time for mitzvos.
We call the month of Tishrei
“Yerach Ha’eisanim,”

the month of strength,
because there is a surplus

of mitzvos that accompany us
into the new year (Rosh Hashanah 11a), including the Daled
Minim and Sukkah. At the same time, we not only have a
mitzvah of Simcha during Sukkos, as we do on the other chagim,
but the Rambam (H. Lulav 8:12) describes that there is “simcha
yeseirah - extra simcha!” What is the source of this extra
simcha? The Rambam explains in one of the ensuing halachos
(H. Lulav 8:15) that the source of this joy is “simcha shel
mitzvah,” the happiness we feel in fulfilling mitzvos.

The Maggid Mishneh, one of the Rambam’s primary
commentators, clarifies that this simcha is the feeling one
experiences when doing mitzvos with no ulterior motive, only to
serve the Ribbono Shel Olam.

The Rambam and the Vilna Gaon teach us that after a long and
beautiful Yom Tov season, the climax is expressed on Sukkos
through the emotion of Simcha—a joy characterized by doing
mitzvos as part of our relationship with Hashem.

That is the final message of the Yamim Nora’im, and what we
hope to carry with us throughout the entire year.

Wishing you a Happy Sukkot
from the RCK Team
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	🌙 Hoshana Rabba
	The day when the verdicts leave the King’s Palace! On Rosh Hashanah we were written; on Yom Kippur we were sealed. And now – it’s time for the verdicts to be sent. It happens on the night of Hoshana Rabba. The holy Zohar reveals: “On the seventh day of the festival, the notes with the verdicts go out from the King’s palace.” This is the night when Hashem sends out our notes, so we arranged the perfect night just for that! A night of Torah, tefillah, and unity. We’ve taken care of everything – all you need to do is come. Be there when the notes leave the King’s palace. We invite you to join us for Hoshana Rabba Night at RCK. There will be inspiring shiurim and a warm atmosphere. You can learn with a chavrusa or join one of the classes. At the end of the evening, we’ll celebrate together with a kumzitz, dancing and live music, with true joy in our hearts. We can’t wait to see you there! The RCK Team.

	Why Sukkot Follows Yom Kippur
	Certainly the son in law’s behavior over a full seven day period would be indicative of who he really was. Only after living in close proximity of his son-in-law for seven days would the king be able to pass judgment properly. So too, said the Dubner Maggid, we come to Hashem on Yom Kippur and we are on our best behavior. We act as tzaddikim, ignoring our bodily needs and we spend the day in concentrated prayer. We feel the holiness of Hashem’s presence and we promise Hashem that we will never sin again. Hashem is impressed but not yet convinced for anyone can act righteous for 25 hours. So Hashem gives us a seven day festival where we live in a sukkah under the shade of Hashem’s shechinah. Hashem spends these seven days watching us carefully, making sure that the promises we made on Yom Kippur were sincere and that we truly have changed for the better. He sees that it wasn’t an act, rather it was the real deal.  How do we show Hashem that we have truly changed and that it isn’t just an act? By rejoicing over Sukkot. Where a person gets his joy speaks volumes about what he deems to be important. Hashem wants us to rejoice in the Chag. He wants to see that living in the Sukkah brings us happiness. By rejoicing in the mitzvah of Sukkah, we show Hashem that attaining a closeness to Him is the most important goal of our lives. When Hashem sees us behaving and rejoicing as Torah Jews, He will have the proof He needs to finalize a good verdict for life and salvation!

	מאיפה הגיעה השדרה
	Share with your family and friends


	Citizens of Israel! I’m in Control!
	Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

	Sukkos: Gathering in for a Hug
	Rabbi Yosef Postelnek

	Going the Extra Distance!
	No Reward? No Problem!
	How much would we pay for an esrog? Probably not more than the Vilna Gaon. Rabbi Avraham J. Twerski shared just how much the Gaon spent on his esrog: “In earlier days, esrogim were not as plentiful as they are now. Some towns had only a single esrog, and some had none.  One year, there was a dearth of esrogim, and the Vilna Gaon was very upset because he would not be able to fulfill the mitzvah of the Four Species. He instructed his students to search through Vilna, and if they found an esrog, they should pay whatever price was asked. The students did indeed find a wealthy man who had an esrog, but he was unwilling to sell it for any amount of money. When they pleaded with him, he said, ‘I will give it to you on one condition: the reward the Gaon has for doing this mitzvah goes to me.’ Having been told to offer any price asked, they agreed. When they brought the esrog to the Gaon and told him the terms of the deal, he was overjoyed. ‘We are supposed to do mitzvos because Hashem commanded them, not because of reward. However, since there is a reward for doing mitzvos, one can never completely eliminate that thought from one’s mind.  Now that the reward has been promised to someone else, I won’t be bothered by it, and I can do the mitzvah wholeheartedly. (Life’s Blessings, pp. 189–90)”
	Sukkos is a time for mitzvos.  We call the month of Tishrei  “Yerach Ha’eisanim,”  the month of strength,  because there is a surplus  of mitzvos that accompany us  into the new year (Rosh Hashanah 11a), including the Daled Minim and Sukkah. At the same time, we not only have a mitzvah of Simcha during Sukkos, as we do on the other chagim, but the Rambam (H. Lulav 8:12) describes that there is “simcha yeseirah - extra simcha!” What is the source of this extra simcha? The Rambam explains in one of the ensuing halachos (H. Lulav 8:15) that the source of this joy is “simcha shel mitzvah,” the happiness we feel in fulfilling mitzvos.  The Maggid Mishneh, one of the Rambam’s primary commentators, clarifies that this simcha is the feeling one experiences when doing mitzvos with no ulterior motive, only to serve the Ribbono Shel Olam. The Rambam and the Vilna Gaon teach us that after a long and beautiful Yom Tov season, the climax is expressed on Sukkos through the emotion of Simcha—a joy characterized by doing mitzvos as part of our relationship with Hashem.  That is the final message of the Yamim Nora’im, and what we hope to carry with us throughout the entire year.
	Wishing you a Happy Sukkot from the RCK Team
	Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
	Rabbi Yisroel Zaslow



