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Towards the end of the Parsha, Yosef brings his father, Yaakov, to
Paroah to give him a blessing.

Paroah sees before him, a sickly looking man who clearly hasn’t aged
well. He looked so old, that Paroah was prompted to ask him, with
wonderment, how old he actually was! Yaakov answered that he was
“only” 130 years old but that he looked older due to the myriads of
evils that challenged him throughout his lifetime. Yaakov told Paroah,
“few and bad have been the years of my life...”

Yaakov's attitude is troubling. True he did have a very challenging life,
fraught with hardships. He was oppressed by both Eisav and Lavan. He
was tricked into marrying the wrong woman. His daughter was
violated and taken by non Jews. He lost his favorite son Yosef for 22
years. Only during his final 17 years in Egypt did he merit some
semblance of tranquility with all of his children around him.

Many commentaries are critical of Yaakov’s attitude. But to ascribe
these foibles to the greatest of our forefathers, Yaakov, is difficult to
accept.

Sara, Yaakov’s grandmother, also went through tremendous hardships.
She was childless until the age of 90! She was taken and almost
violated, by both Paroah and Avimelech. She was harassed by her
maidservant Hagar. She was uprooted from her home, along with her
husband Avraham, when Hashem told Avraham to leave home and
head for an unknown place. And finally, hearing about the Akeidat
Yitzchak caused her death. Yet when the Torah describes her 127 year
life as “shnei chayei sarah”, Rashi explains the phrase to imply that all
of her years were equally good!

The Netziv explains that the word “shnei” - years, implies the time
that a person is truly living. Those years are defined as “successful.” By
describing all of Sarah’s years as “shnei”, it is suggesting that all of her
years were successful and truly alive!

Yaakov, in contrast, says that few and bad were the “shnei” - years of
his life. In other words, Yaakov was telling Paroah that although he
was 130 years old, which is a long life, the actual years that he would

define as being truly successful were few and far between!
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How could Sarah have viewed all of her years as being good, despite
the hardships, yet Yaakov, the greatest of our ancestors, complains
and discounts all of his hardships?

The Netziv suggests that Yaakov was delivering a powerful message to
Paroah with this exchange. He was telling Paroah that it would seem,
based on his lifetime of troubles and his weak and aged physical
appearance, that he was not blessed with a good “mazal”. It wasn’t in
the “cards” or in the stars for him to succeed. Yet, despite all of the
hardships and the “bad” mazal, Yaakov produced a family to be proud
of. His son Yosef had become viceroy and savior of the entire free
world! His son Yehuda was destined to become the King of Israel.
Each son was endowed with tremendous gifts, and against all odds,
Yaakov and his family survived, endured and even flourished in all
aspects of life!

Yaakov was telling Paroah that although his mazal wasn’t good, he
thrived anyway! How so? Through the Divine providence of G-d
Himself! In other words, the Jewish people are able to rise above
mazal because unlike all of the other nations of the world who are
governed by mazal, we are governed directly be Hashem who is above
everything!

The Jewish people flourish against all odds and despite the odds.
Yaakov gave Paroah a lesson in Jewish resilience. Don’t ever think of
crossing the Jews, for Yaakov was proof positive that Hashem will be
on our side no matter what, with or without mazal.

According to this approach, Yaakov did not truly feel bitter. Like Sarah
his grandmother, he accepted the hardships together with the
successes. All of his years were successful because he was living every
day according to the Torah. It was only to Paroah that he suggested
that his days were bad, in order to relay the message that his family is
above mazal. We are not victims of fate. We are it’s masters!

This we see later in Egypt. The more the Egyptians oppressed them,
the more they flourished and multiplied.

Today too, we defy the odds and we beat the odds. We will always
flourish for we have Hashem on our side!
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Question: This coming Monday night we will complete a tractate in
our Gemara shiur. Tuesday is the fast of Asarah B'Tevet, and we will
begin a new tractate that day. We would like to make a siyum meal
with meat and wine on Monday night, which is already the night of
the fast. Is this appropriate or permitted?

The question is valid, since there are reasons to think such
a celebration should not take place on the night of Asarah B’Tevet.
The Gemara teaches that when there is no Beit HaMikdash but also
no active persecution, the obligation to fast on the minor fast days
originally depended on the will of the people. However, over
generations the Jewish people fully accepted these fasts, and we
may not disregard them.
That said, these fasts were not accepted with the full severity of
Tisha B’Av. They begin in the morning, not at night, and only eating
and drinking are prohibited. Because of this, the poskim discuss
whether joyful activities such as music and dancing should
nevertheless be avoided on the night of Asarah B’Tevet. Some rule
that since the date has already begun, matters of joy should be
limited, and some even wrote that weddings should not be held
that night, though many disagree. According to this approach, a
siyum could also be questioned.
The Mishnah Berurah quotes the Shelah HaKadosh, who writes that
a spiritually sensitive person should avoid eating and drinking
already from the night before a fast.

While this is not common practice, it suggests at least avoiding
meat and wine. In addition, the Rema writes regarding personal
fasts of atonement that one should avoid meat and wine on the
night of the fast, though this applies specifically to fasts for
repentance.

Despite all these considerations, the conclusion is that in this case
the siyum meal is permitted, even with meat and wine. A siyum is
not a voluntary celebration but a mitzvah celebration, and a very
great one, especially when celebrated by many people. Many
poskim permit even weddings on the night of Asarah B’Tevet, and
even those who are strict would agree here, since a siyum that
naturally occurs on that day is considered a “joy in its proper
time.” Unlike a wedding, it cannot realistically be rescheduled.

The custom of the Shelah is not generally practiced today, and
even for those who are careful, it applies to optional eating, not to
a mitzvah meal. Likewise, the ruling of the Rema applies to
personal fasts of atonement, not to communal fasts of mourning.
Proof of this is that we do not avoid meat and wine on the night
after these fasts, except for Tisha B’Av.

Conclusion: If the siyum did not fall exactly on this day, it would be
preferable not to plan it for the night of the fast. However, since
the tractate is completed that day and a new one begins
immediately afterward, it is permitted to hold the siyum on
Monday night, including joy, meat, and wine, provided it is
conducted as a true mitzvah celebration, with words of Torah and
a dignified, Torah-appropriate atmosphere.

The Sale That Wasn’t About Money
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

There is a real difference between Yosef at the end of the story
and the Yosef who seems to torment his brothers. The emotional
Yosef who cries, forgives, and says, “Do not be upset... it was not
you who sent me here,” looks nothing like the Yosef who accuses
his brothers of being spies, puts them in prison, keeps Shimon
locked up, returns their money to frighten them, and ends with the
harsh accusation against Binyamin. If the goal was reconciliation,
why does it look so much like revenge?

To understand Yosef’s actions, we need to ask a different question.
Why was Yaakov unwilling to let Binyamin go down to Egypt?
Binyamin was not a child. He was around thirty years old and the
father of ten children. And yet Yaakov was willing to leave Shimon
in Egypt and endure hunger, but there was one thing he would not
do unless absolutely forced to: risk Binyamin. Why? Were Shimon’s
life and safety worth less?

Here lies the key to the entire story. Yaakov explains it clearly: “For
my wife bore me two sons.” Not four wives. Not twelve sons on
equal footing. One wife, and two sons. In Yaakov’s eyes, Rachel
was his true wife, and Yosef and Binyamin were her direct
continuation. This was the root of the problem. When the brothers
sold Yosef, they were not just selling a brother.

They were rejecting that definition. In their eyes, there was no

’

“one wife,” no “two sons,” no hierarchy within the family. All the
sons of Yaakov were equal, and favoritism like that destroyed true
brotherhood.

Yosef understands that this is the real fracture, and he works to
repair it. So he recreates the same situation. He places Rachel’s
son, the favored one, in danger. This time, the choice is clear. The
brothers could walk away. They could leave Binyamin behind and
return home in peace. After all, there was an excuse. He was
caught with the ruler’s goblet. What did he expect? A young man
with a stolen cup in front of the ruler of Egypt does not usually
have a happy ending.

Yehuda could have backed out of his guarantee. But Yehuda, the
same Yehuda who once suggested selling Yosef, steps forward and
says: | will remain a slave in Egypt, as long as Binyamin can return
home. Again, it seems illogical. Is Yehuda’s life worth less? And
Yehuda’s answer is, in effect, yes. A full acceptance of his father’s
perspective. “For my wife bore me two sons.” No excuses. No
avoiding the truth.

At that moment, the sale of Yosef is undone. Not because the past
disappears, but because the choice has changed. When Yehuda
declares this, it means that within this understanding, there is no
room for selling Yosef. And once that happens, Yosef no longer
needs to hide. The family can finally come back together.
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	Towards the end of the Parsha, Yosef brings his father, Yaakov, to Paroah to give him a blessing. Paroah sees before him, a sickly looking man who clearly hasn’t aged well. He looked so old, that Paroah was prompted to ask him, with wonderment, how old he actually was! Yaakov answered that he was “only” 130 years old but that he looked older due to the myriads of evils that challenged him throughout his lifetime. Yaakov told Paroah, “few and bad have been the years of my life...” Yaakov’s attitude is troubling. True he did have a very challenging life, fraught with hardships. He was oppressed by both Eisav and Lavan. He was tricked into marrying the wrong woman. His daughter was violated and taken by non Jews. He lost his favorite son Yosef for 22 years. Only during his final 17 years in Egypt did he merit some semblance of tranquility with all of his children around him. Many commentaries are critical of Yaakov’s attitude. But to ascribe these foibles to the greatest of our forefathers, Yaakov, is difficult to accept.  Sara, Yaakov’s grandmother, also went through tremendous hardships. She was childless until the age of 90! She was taken and almost violated, by both Paroah and Avimelech. She was harassed by her maidservant Hagar. She was uprooted from her home, along with her husband Avraham, when Hashem told Avraham to leave home and head for an unknown place. And finally, hearing about the Akeidat Yitzchak caused her death. Yet when the Torah describes her 127 year life as “shnei chayei sarah”, Rashi explains the phrase to imply that all of her years were equally good! The Netziv explains that the word “shnei” - years, implies the time that a person is truly living. Those years are defined as “successful.” By describing all of Sarah’s years as “shnei”, it is suggesting that all of her years were successful and truly alive! Yaakov, in contrast, says that few and bad were the “shnei” - years of his life. In other words, Yaakov was telling Paroah that although he was 130 years old, which is a long life, the actual years that he would define as being truly successful were few and far between!
	How could Sarah have viewed all of her years as being good, despite the hardships, yet Yaakov, the greatest of our ancestors, complains and discounts all of his hardships? The Netziv suggests that Yaakov was delivering a powerful message to Paroah with this exchange. He was telling Paroah that it would seem, based on his lifetime of troubles and his weak and aged physical appearance, that he was not blessed with a good “mazal”. It wasn’t in the “cards” or in the stars for him to succeed. Yet, despite all of the hardships and the “bad” mazal, Yaakov produced a family to be proud of. His son Yosef had become viceroy and savior of the entire free world! His son Yehuda was destined to become the King of Israel. Each son was endowed with tremendous gifts, and against all odds, Yaakov and his family survived, endured and even flourished in all aspects of life! Yaakov was telling Paroah that although his mazal wasn’t good, he thrived anyway! How so? Through the Divine providence of G-d Himself! In other words, the Jewish people are able to rise above mazal because unlike all of the other nations of the world who are governed by mazal, we are governed directly be Hashem who is above everything! The Jewish people flourish against all odds and despite the odds. Yaakov gave Paroah a lesson in Jewish resilience. Don’t ever think of crossing the Jews, for Yaakov was proof positive that Hashem will be on our side no matter what, with or without mazal. According to this approach, Yaakov did not truly feel bitter. Like Sarah his grandmother, he accepted the hardships together with the successes. All of his years were successful because he was living every day according to the Torah. It was only to Paroah that he suggested that his days were bad, in order to relay the message that his family is above mazal. We are not victims of fate. We are it’s masters! This we see later in Egypt. The more the Egyptians oppressed them, the more they flourished and multiplied. Today too, we defy the odds and we beat the odds. We will always flourish for we have Hashem on our side!


