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The Parsha opens with the words, “Vayehi B’shalach Paroah et
Ha’am...” And behold Paroah send out the nation of Israel...

The gemara in Megilla 10a writes that the word “vayehi” usually
suggests something negative. Rav Galinsky asks, what could possibly
be negative about the Jews leaving Egypt after all of these years?
Perhaps one could answer that although it was a wonderful thing that
they left Egypt, there are medrashim that maintain that they actually
left 190 years too early. Although this was done by Hashem out of
necessity, for had they stayed any longer they would have sunk to the
fiftieth level of impurity at which point they would no longer have
been redeemable, nevertheless, this early departure would require
them to go back into exile at a further time in history to complete the
allotted vyears. Because their departure from Egypt was not a
complete one, the Torah uses the negative word of “vayehi.”

Rav Galinsky, however, suggests another idea by noticing something
strange in the verse. Why does the Torah state that Paroah sent the
people out of Egypt? Surely it was Hashem who did so and not
Paroah!!

Rav Galinsky suggests that the Torah is coming to shed light on the
next verses in the parsha. When Paroah gets word that the Jewish
people had “fled” and were not coming back, he and his ministers cry
out, “Woe to us! What have we done that we sent these people out of
our midst?!” What caused them to change their minds? Earlier, they
begged Paroah to let the Jews leave for their G-d had destroyed
Egypt.

The answer is in the first verse. “And behold when Paroah sent the
people out...” They attributed the exodus of the Jews to Paroah and
not to Hashem! As long as Hashem was the one who sent them out,
they would not have the audacity to think that they could bring the
Jews back to Egypt. Since Hashem wanted them to follow the Jews
into the sea where they would meet their final demise, Hashem
caused them to believe that it was Paroah who released them and not
Hashem.

We learn from here that there are two ways of viewing world events.
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We can view them through the eyes of the Torah, realizing that the
miraculous events that are unfolding are clearly being orchestrated
by Hashem, or we can view them as being orchestrated by Paroah. If
when reading the news, we would just insert the word Hashem in the
places where it says Trump freed the hostages, or Trump brought
about the end of eight wars (and still didn’t get the Nobel Peace
prize), the news would take on a much different meaning to us. The
daily news would become the biggest mussar book there is. We would
become overwhelmed by Hashem’s miracles, which in turn would
strengthen our emunah. But unfortunately, the newspapers don’t like
mentioning G-d and therefore they write about all the events that
various world leaders have accomplished. By leaving Hashem out of
the news, it becomes “and Paroah sent the Jews.” Nothing special.
Nothing
appropriate. A tremendous opportunity to come close to Hashem is

inspiring. This is why the negative word “vayehi” is
lost because we attribute the miracle to a leader of flesh and blood
and not to the real Master of history, Hashem!

Perhaps this is the reason why even in tragedy, we, as believing Jews,
grab onto the tiniest miracles and rejoice over them.

Our sages enacted a fourth blessing in Birkat Hamazon, in the Grace
after Meals, to commemorate the burial of the dead of Beitar.
Thousands of Jews were murdered by the Romans in the Bar Kochva
revolts, dashing the hopes of Am Yisrael, yet we thank Hashem “who
is good and does good” for allowing us, years later, to bury the fallen.
This blessing teaches us to always look for Hashem and to thank Him
for the small flickers of light that He sends us even in the darkest of
times.

| pen these words as we bring our final holy martyr from Gaza, Ron
Gvili z”l, to his final resting place in the Holy land of Israel. Trump,
who never misses an opportunity, boasted about this latest amazing
achievement, that he did the impossible by bringing all of our
hostages, both living and dead, back to Israel, but we know the truth.
It not Trump who freed the Jews, just as it wasn’t Paroah who freed
the Jews. It is only Hashem, “who is good and does good!”
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Question: If someone is staying in a hotel on Shabbos, and in the
hallway or stairwell the lights turn on automatically on each floor when
you arrive, what should he do on Shabbos?

Ideally, a person should check this in advance and only stay in
places that are properly set up for Shabbos observers. If someone
already finds himself in this situation: If there is another source of light
in the stairwell (for example, daylight from a window), then in a time
of need he may be lenient and use the stairs, since turning on the light
would be considered a n'7 XN2 N2T Xw 09 (an unavoidable result
that he does not want). If there is no other source of light (for
example, at night), he may be lenient by bringing a strong flashlight
that was turned on before Shabbos (and does not use an incandescent
bulb) and walk with it in the stairwell. Since he already has light from
the flashlight, the automatic light turning on is considered xw" p'oa
N2 XN X977, and possibly even N2 (indirect). Although a flashlight is
considered muktzah, many poskim hold that a flashlight without an
incandescent bulb is considered a lighter form of muktzah (a "2
110'N? IN2XNW) and may be moved for a permitted use. This leniency
only applies if there is no issue of carrying (hotza’ah) in the hotel
stairwell.
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The Faith That We Will Still Sing
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It is the middle of the night by the sea. Darkness. Cries all around.
Children crying. Behind them, the terrifying sound of a cruel army
getting closer. In front of them, the sea. They are stuck. No one knows
whether to fight, to surrender, or just to pray. Fear everywhere.

But on the side stands one woman, holding a case. Inside it, a
tambourine. She has a clear faith that she will still need it. She does
not know when or for what, but she is sure there will be a reason.
took the
tambourine in her hand.” Rashi asks where a tambourine came from

“And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aharon,
in the middle of the desert. Rashi answers that she must have brought
it with her from Egypt. She carried it because she trusted that in the
end, there would be miracles.

But there is something deeper here. Why is she called the sister of
Aharon and not the sister of Moshe. Rashi explains that the Torah

wants us to remember something Miriam said when she was only the

Question: Is it permitted to feed the birds
on Shabbos Shirah (Parshas Beshalach)?
There is a well-known custom to feed birds on Shabbos
Shirah, and several reasons are given for this practice. The most
common explanation is to give the birds “reward” for joining the
Jewish people in singing Shirah at Krias Yam Suf.
In the writings of the Rebbe Rayatz zt”l, he relates that he heard from
his grandfather, the Baal HaTanya, who heard from his grandfather,
Maharash Poizner, that his grandfather, the Maharal of Prague,
established the custom of Shabbos Shirah. He would gather all the
children in the courtyard of the Altneu Shul and instruct the teachers
to tell them the story of Krias Yam Suf, how the birds were singing and
dancing together with Moshe Rabbeinu and all of Klal Yisrael when
they sang “Az Yashir.” The children would then pick fruits from the
trees “in the sea” (as described in the midrash) and feed the birds.
After that, he would have them give the children kasha (grains) to
throw to the birds, as a remembrance of the fruits that the children
had once fed the birds. He would then bless the children and their
parents that they should merit to raise them to Torah, chuppah, and
good deeds.
However, some poskim question this custom, since on Shabbos one is
generally not allowed to feed animals that do not belong to him.
Others defend the custom by explaining that since this is done as an
act of gratitude and remembrance, it is not really being done for the
birds themselves, but for our own spiritual purpose.
Some therefore suggest that this custom should be done specifically
by children, as described by the Maharal. Others suggest placing the
crumbs outside already before Shabbos, so that no feeding is done on
Shabbos itself. And Hashem, Who searches all hearts, understands the
intention behind the custom.

sister of Aharon.

The Gemara tells the story. When they were children, their father
Amram separated from their mother out of despair. Why bring
children into the world if they will be thrown into the Nile. Then
Miriam said, Father, you must keep trying. These children may die,
but maybe they will not. You must do everything you can, and what
happens after that, leave to Hashem.

With that faith, Moshe Rabbeinu, the redeemer, was born. And with
that faith, the sea was split. This strength was not born from open
miracles, but from the deep darkness of exile.

It is no coincidence that her name was Miriam, a name of bitterness.
Yet she was full of hope even when everything looked lost. Her baby
brother was thrown into the Nile. Still, Miriam stood by the riverbank
to see what would be, because she knew something would happen.
“And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aharon, took the
tambourine in her hand.”

May we also take a tambourine with us wherever we go. The faith
that Hashem is with us. And the belief that in the end, there will be

something to sing and thank Him for.
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