RA'ANANA
RCK COMMUNITY
KOLLEL

.

’ o
IN MEMORY OF: #

Pesach Reuven ben Eliyahk» ¥
father of Myron Jacobson, and
 Michael ben Tzvi, father of Eli
Symon, on their yartzheits

Korach 5786 f7 Start 19:27 | End20:30

ELOKEI HARUCHOT THE G-D OF SPIRITS
_# . | Founder: RABBI DOVID HORWITZ

We read about Korach’s rebellion against Moshe and Hashem,
the fourth of a series of failures that plagued the Jewish people
in the desert. We are all familiar with the conclusion of the
story. Korach and his family, together with a few supporters,
were swallowed alive by the earth and 250 followers from the
tribe of Reuven died by Heavenly fire. Aside from them, the
Jewish people survived this debacle. In truth, Hashem initially
wanted to destroy the entire Jewish people due to this
rebellion. The question is obvious! Why would Hashem want to
punish everyone if only a few people sinned? The answer can
be found in verse 19 which states how Korach gathered the
entire congregation to his side! Rashi explains that Korach
spent that entire night rallying all of the people to his side, by
claiming that he was fighting this rebellion not for his own sake
alone but for theirs too. He used all of the tricks that politicians
use to convince the people of his sincerity and his
righteousness and they fell for it. By morning, all of the people
were behind Korach and against Moshe. For this reason Hashem
told Moshe to separate from the people so that He may destroy
them as one!

Moshe then replied to Hashem, “Elokei Haruchot, G-d of spirits,
one man sins and the entire congregation is punished?!” After
this, Hashem told him, “You are right! | will only punish those
that sinned!” This exchange is difficult to understand. If indeed

THE MAN WHO REMAINED IN ORBIT
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In July 1969, three astronauts went to space, but only two of
them walked on the moon. Apollo 11’s command pilot, Michael
Collins, remained on the orbiting spacecraft as his fellow two
astronauts made their first steps for mankind.

When Rav Shimshon Pincus heard this, he asked his brother,
“How could he [Collins] bear to stay behind? How was he able
to sit there while the other two walked on the moon!?”

Korach approached Moshe Rabbeinu with his argument of 72
"DYT7 072 N1V, the entire assembly is holy.” He questioned
Moshe, Aharon and Eltzifan and their rights to positions of
leadership. Similar to his belief that a room full of seforim
shouldn’t require a Mezuza nor a an entire garment of Techeiles
require strings of Techeiles, Korach’s philosophy was if
everyone is holy then everyone is equal, and no one has a
specific role or exclusive right to lead the nation.

The flaw in his approach can be understood in light of the
Mishna (Avos 6:6) that teaches one must be inign nx 12N
(recognize his place) and be 7702 nnw (happy with his lot).
Among many understandings of what it means to “recognize
one’s place” is the approach that one must recognize that he
has a place, a purpose and mission in this world that only he
can accomplish. With such a perspective in hand, a person can
hopefully become “happy with his lot” knowing that no one else
can accomplish what he is supposed to do, no one else can
duplicate his role in this world.
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the entire congregation sinned, what was Moshe’s argument?
How could he argue that only one man sinned when it was all of
them. The answer lies in the words “Elokei Haruchot”, G-d of
spirits. Rashi explains Moshe’s point was that even if all of the
people sinned, they were coerced by Korach’s sweet talk, and
therefore victims of Korach’s trickery. In their heart and spirit
they were not guilty. One man was responsible for the rebellion
and it would be unjustifiable to punish them all. Hashem
relented to this.

The only other time Moshe refers to Hashem as the G-d of
spirits is in Parshat Pinchas where he asks Hashem to appoint a
worthy successor who understands the nature of each person.
To lead properly, whether one’s family, community, or
business, we cannot judge the actions of others based solely on
what they do. We need to delve into their hearts and spirits to
see what their motives are. Are the people being duped by a
charismatic speaker like Korach or are they acting out of their
own convictions? The spirit of a person must be taken into
account when one leads and when one needs to decide if and
how to discipline.

Moshe asked Hashem, the G-d of spirits, to spare the
congregation as they were actually victims to Korach’s
rebellion and not perpetrators. Taking their spirit into account,
Hashem was able to show them mercy.

We too, must take the spirit of those around us into account if
we wish to relate positively and effectively to those around us.
By doing so, we emulate the ways of Hashem Elokei Haruchot!

Korach seemingly denied or couldn’t believe that anyone could
have a unique place in Hashem’s world and plan. He rejected
the possibility that Hashem has a specific role or purpose for
each individual that cannot be filled or accomplished by any
other person.

In Nusach Sefard and Ari, during the blessings preceding
Shema, we describe the angels as D'wiTj7 072" - all are holy”, and
immediately follow with "D1ij7 1i¥1 X721 RN 0'wY 0721 - all of
them perform with awe and reverence the will of their Creator.”
We are taught that every angel has a specifi purpose, for
Hashem only gives them one mission at a time. Even so, we
refer to them as DWiTj7 072 - they are all holy! That all angels
may be equal in holiness and purity doesn’t detract from nor
contradict the fact that they each have their own role and
mission gifted to them by their Creator, Hashem! This is true of
both angels and man.

Responding to Rav Pincus’s bewilderment as to how Collins
could remain on the spaceship while his fellow astronauts
walked on the moon, Rav Pincus’s brother said, N7 0On "n
"0T7'D Dj7NWN - they are not children playing games.”

They were men on a mission each fully aware of the role he had
to play, each cognizant of their place and purpose in space.
Collins trained and traveled with the ultimate purpose to
remain behind to pilot the ship.

Hashem should help each of us recognize our role and mission
in life and find the maturity and confidence to claim “n1 Mn
mijn - this is my purpose, my place” even in times and places
when the task seems so hard.
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Question: Is there an obligation to eat a bread meal on Rosh
Chodesh?

Answer: It is forbidden to fast on Rosh Chodesh, and there is a
mitzvah to make the day more festive with a special meal.
Strictly speaking, there is no obligation to eat bread
specifically. This is why someone who forgot to say Yaaleh
V'Yavo in Birchas Hamazon on Rosh Chodesh does not repeat
Bentching. Nevertheless, eating a bread meal is certainly
praiseworthy, and it is preferable to do so during the day
rather than at night.

The Steipler had the custom of drinking a small amount of
wine on every Rosh Chodesh and would also give wine to
members of his household, including the women. By doing so,
he demonstrated that Rosh Chodesh is a special day worthy
of honor.

The importance of the Rosh Chodesh meal can be seen from
the fact that the Shulchan Aruch dedicates an entire siman
(Orach Chaim 419) to this mitzvah, even though the halacha
itself contains only five words: “It is a mitzvah to increase
one’s Rosh Chodesh meal.”

The Rebbe of Ruzhin famously taught that there are two meals
whose importance is great, yet people often neglect them: the
Rosh Chodesh meal and Melaveh Malkah. The Shulchan Aruch
gives each of them an entire siman containing just a single
halacha. He would apply to them the verse: “How long will you
continue limping between the two sides?” — a playful
reminder not to overlook these special opportunities.

TORAH FROM THE HEART
OR TRUTH FROM HEAVEN?
al RABBI MOSHE ARIEL MARGI

Korach’s argument sounded very spiritual. He wasn’t denying
Hashem. Quite the opposite. He claimed, “The entire nation is
holy.” Everyone stood at Har Sinai. Everyone heard Hashem’s
voice. So why should Moshe have a unique status? Why should
one person have ultimate authority?

At first glance, it sounds like a fair question. But the Rambam
teaches that this issue lies at the heart of Jewish faith.

Every prophet received Hashem’s message through his own
personality, language, and understanding. Two prophets could
receive the same message and express it differently. That is
why prophets say, “So says Hashem.” The Divine message
passes through a human being.

Moshe Rabbeinu was different.

The Torah does not describe Moshe as simply the greatest
prophet. His prophecy was in a category of its own. Every
word, every letter, was transmitted exactly as Hashem gave it.
Not an interpretation. Not a personal expression. Pure Divine
truth. How did Moshe reach such a level?

The Torah gives the answer: “And the man Moshe was
exceedingly humble.” Moshe was so humble that he removed
his own ego completely. He did not seek to express himself. He
sought only to transmit Hashem’s word exactly as it was given.
That is why, at the height of the controversy, Moshe makes
one powerful statement:

“Ki lo milibi” — “This did not come from my own heart.”

Question: If Maariv for Rosh Chodesh is davened before sunset,
should Yaaleh V'Yavo be recited?

Answer: This is an interesting question. On the one hand,
sunset has not yet arrived, so Rosh Chodesh has technically
not begun. On the other hand, the tefillah being recited is
already the Maariv of Rosh Chodesh.

The Mishnah Berurah explains that since one may daven
Maariv after Plag HaMincha, that time is considered nighttime
with regard to tefillah. We do not find any poskim who say
that when Maariv is davened early, the special additions of
that evening should be omitted, whether it is Yaaleh V'Yavo on
Rosh Chodesh or Al HaNissim on Purim.

Therefore, Yaaleh V'Yavo should be recited in this early
Maariv.

However, if someone forgot to say it, he does not repeat
Shemoneh Esrei. This follows the general rule that one who
forgets Yaaleh V'Yavo at Maariv on Rosh Chodesh does not
repeat the tefillah, since the mention of Rosh Chodesh is not
essential at night, as the new month was never sanctified
during the nighttime hours.
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These may be the most important words in the entire parsha.
Moshe was saying: Nothing in the Torah comes from me. Not
my opinions. Not my ideas. Not my creativity. Everything
comes directly from Hashem.

Korach’s argument was not really about leadership. It was
about the source of Torah itself. Is Torah a human
interpretation of spirituality, or is it Hashem’s eternal truth?
Moshe’s answer was clear: “Ki lo milibi.” Because the Torah did
not come from the heart of man, it remains the unchanging
truth for every generation.
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We read about Korach’s rebellion against Moshe and Hashem,
the fourth of a series of failures that plagued the Jewish people
in the desert. We are all familiar with the conclusion of the
story. Korach and his family, together with a few supporters,
were swallowed alive by the earth and 250 followers from the
tribe of Reuven died by Heavenly fire. Aside from them, the
Jewish people survived this debacle. In truth, Hashem initially
wanted to destroy the entire Jewish people due to this
rebellion. The question is obvious! Why would Hashem want to
punish everyone if only a few people sinned? The answer can
be found in verse 19 which states how Korach gathered the
entire congregation to his side! Rashi explains that Korach
spent that entire night rallying all of the people to his side, by
claiming that he was fighting this rebellion not for his own sake
alone but for theirs too. He used all of the tricks that politicians
use to convince the people of his sincerity and his
righteousness and they fell for it. By morning, all of the people
were behind Korach and against Moshe. For this reason Hashem
told Moshe to separate from the people so that He may destroy
them as one!

Moshe then replied to Hashem, “Elokei Haruchot, G-d of spirits,
one man sins and the entire congregation is punished?!” After
this, Hashem told him, “You are right! | will only punish those
that sinned!” This exchange is difficult to understand. If indeed
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In July 1969, three astronauts went to space, but only two of
them walked on the moon. Apollo 11’s command pilot, Michael
Collins, remained on the orbiting spacecraft as his fellow two
astronauts made their first steps for mankind.

When Rav Shimshon Pincus heard this, he asked his brother,
“How could he [Collins] bear to stay behind? How was he able
to sit there while the other two walked on the moon!?”

Korach approached Moshe Rabbeinu with his argument of 72
"DYT7 072 N1V, the entire assembly is holy.” He questioned
Moshe, Aharon and Eltzifan and their rights to positions of
leadership. Similar to his belief that a room full of seforim
shouldn’t require a Mezuza nor a an entire garment of Techeiles
require strings of Techeiles, Korach’s philosophy was if
everyone is holy then everyone is equal, and no one has a
specific role or exclusive right to lead the nation.

The flaw in his approach can be understood in light of the
Mishna (Avos 6:6) that teaches one must be inign nx 12N
(recognize his place) and i77n2 nnw (be happy with his lot).
Among many understandings of what it means to “recognize
one’s place” is the approach that one must recognize that he
has a place, a purpose and mission in this world that only he
can accomplish. With such a perspective in hand, a person can
hopefully become “happy with his lot” knowing that no one else
can accomplish what he is supposed to do, no one else can
duplicate his role in this world.
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the entire congregation sinned, what was Moshe’s argument?
How could he argue that only one man sinned when it was all of
them. The answer lies in the words “Elokei Haruchot”, G-d of
spirits. Rashi explains Moshe’s point was that even if all of the
people sinned, they were coerced by Korach’s sweet talk, and
therefore victims of Korach’s trickery. In their heart and spirit
they were not guilty. One man was responsible for the rebellion
and it would be unjustifiable to punish them all. Hashem
relented to this.

The only other time Moshe refers to Hashem as the G-d of
spirits is in Parshat Pinchas where he asks Hashem to appoint a
worthy successor who understands the nature of each person.
To lead properly, whether one’s family, community, or
business, we cannot judge the actions of others based solely on
what they do. We need to delve into their hearts and spirits to
see what their motives are. Are the people being duped by a
charismatic speaker like Korach or are they acting out of their
own convictions? The spirit of a person must be taken into
account when one leads and when one needs to decide if and
how to discipline.

Moshe asked Hashem, the G-d of spirits, to spare the
congregation as they were actually victims to Korach’s
rebellion and not perpetrators. Taking their spirit into account,
Hashem was able to show them mercy.

We too, must take the spirit of those around us into account if
we wish to relate positively and effectively to those around us.
By doing so, we emulate the ways of Hashem Elokei Haruchot!

Korach seemingly denied or couldn’t believe that anyone could
have a unique place in Hashem’s world and plan. He rejected
the possibility that Hashem has a specific role or purpose for
each individual that cannot be filled or accomplished by any
other person.

In Nusach Sefard and Ari, during the blessings preceding
Shema, we describe the angels asn'wiTj7 072" - all are holy”, and
immediately follow with "D1ij7 1i¥1 X721 RN 0'wY 0721 - all of
them perform with awe and reverence the will of their Creator.”
We are taught that every angel has a specifi purpose, for
Hashem only gives them one mission at a time. Even so, we
refer to them as DWiTj7 072 - they are all holy! That all angels
may be equal in holiness and purity doesn’t detract from nor
contradict the fact that they each have their own role and
mission gifted to them by their Creator, Hashem! This is true of
both angels and man.

Responding to Rav Pincus’s bewilderment as to how Collins
could remain on the spaceship while his fellow astronauts
walked on the moon, Rav Pincus’s brother said, N7 0On "n
"0T7'D Dj7NWN - they are not children playing games.”

They were men on a mission each fully aware of the role he had
to play, each cognizant of their place and purpose in space.
Collins trained and traveled with the ultimate purpose to
remain behind to pilot the ship.

Hashem should help each of us recognize our role and mission
in life and find the maturity and confidence to claim “n1 Mn
mijn - this is my purpose, my place” even in times and places
when the task seems so hard.
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