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The mishna in Pirkei Avot states how Avraham was given ten trials by
Hashem and he passed them all!

The Medrash Tanchuma says quite a surprising thing. “The first test
was like the last test.” From where does the medrash derive this? It
is from the fact that the Torah uses the same words when prefacing
Avraham'’s first challenge as it does by his last challenge. His first test
occurred at the beginning of our parsha. The Torah introduces the
test by telling Avraham, “Lech Lecha...”, “leave your land, your
birthplace, your father’s home and travel to the land where i will
guide you. For it is there that | will make you a great nation, | will
bless you and | will make your name great.”

The final test in next week’s parsha, the akeidat Yitzchak, the
sacrificing of Yitzchak, also open’s with the words “lech lecha”, “take
your son Yitzchak and go to the place where | will guide you and
offer your son to me as a sacrifice.”

The difficulty in this medrash is obvious. Aside from the fact that the
words “lech lecha” are used in both the first test and the tenth one,
how can the medrash compare the two, claiming that the first test
was like the last one?!

Certainly the first one was easier and the last one was harder! As
difficult and challenging as it is for one to move homes, cities,
countries, it is certainly easier than slaughtering one’s own child to
G-d!!

Also, the first test seems genuinely easy, as Hashem promised him
fame, fortune and family at his new location, things He was not
willing to provide Avraham with in his old home.

Imagine if someone promised you 100 million dollars, perpetual
wealth, beautiful children, etc. if only you would move countries. |
doubt it would be too difficult to make that commitment! If so, why
was this first test even considered to be a test? Isn’t a test meant to
be challenging and difficult?

| think the difference is simple. If a billionaire promised me 100
million dollars to move locations and | was convinced he has the
means to fulfill his promise, then it would be easy to upheave myself
from my current world and move to a new one. But if a person
comes to me, claiming to be a billionaire, and promises me 100
million to move countries, it would be much harder to make the
decision, for how can | be certain he is who he claims to be? How can
| be sure he will fulfill his promise? Suddenly the challenge becomes
one of faith and it is harder to take the leap. If Avraham’s first test
was truly an easy one, it is only because his level of faith in Hashem
made it easy. Avraham believed in Hashem at least to the same
degree that we would believe the promises of a billionaire.

Had Avraham not had faith in Hashem’s abilities to provide that
which He was promising, the challenge of leaving his friends and
family would have been just as hard as being asked to offer up his
son.

The opposite is also true. After reaching the levels of faith that he
did, Hashem’s command to Avraham to offer up his son was just as
“easy” as the test of relocating.

Avraham believed in Hashem so strongly that his ability to listen to
Hashem was easy, irrespective of what it was that Hashem asked of
him.

How did Avraham reach such levels? Was he endowed, from birth,
with special abilities that naturally connected him to Hashem? He
was not born special. He reached his amazing levels of faith through
slow and steady growth. Notice that Hashem only made such a
heavy request, for Avraham to offer his son, after he had passed
the first nine. Why did He wait until the tenth test to ask this? It is
because Avraham wasn’t ready for it earlier. With each successful
trial, Avraham’s faith grew and grew until he was strong enough to
do the impossible.

How is a professional weightlifter able to lift 200 kg? Is he born with
superhuman strength? No. He builds his levels of strength and
resilience slowly. First he masters lifting 50kg, then he works toward
100kg and so on until he finally is able to lift 200kg! Faith, emunah,
is like a muscle. The more one uses it, the stronger it gets. We all
have to start at the beginning. When we keep the Torah and we rise
to our challenges, we slowly grow into stronger and holier Jews,
becoming closer to Hashem in the process.
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel

Q&A: Asking for Rain in the Amidah

Q: When do we start saying “V’tein Tal U’Matar L'vracha” (asking for
rain) in the Birkat HaShanim blessing?

A:In Israel, we begin on the 7th of Cheshvan. So from this past Tuesday
night, we already started saying it.

Q: What if someone forgot to ask for rain?

A: If they remember before the blessing Shomei’a Tefillah, they should
add it there. If they already finished Shomei’a Tefillah, they go back to
Bareich Aleinu. If they remember only after completing the Amidah,
they must repeat the entire prayer.

Q: If | forgot in Mincha and remembered only after sunset — what
should | do?

A: Pray Ma’ariv twice — the first for Ma’ariv and the second as a make-
up for Mincha.

Q: What if someone forgot to say it in Ma’ariv on Tuesday night — the
very first time we start asking for rain?

A: The main halacha is that they must repeat the Amidah. However,
since there are opinions that the requirement only begins the next
morning, it is best to have in mind that if it is not required, the second
prayer should count as a voluntary prayer (nedavah).

Seeing Hashem in the Light
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

A Beautiful Midrash About Avraham Avinu
Chazal teach a powerful Midrash about Avraham Avinu: Rabbi Yitzchak
said that it is like a person traveling who sees a palace glowing with
light. He asks, “Can it be that this palace has no owner?

The owner looks out and says: “l am the owner of the palace.”

This Midrash describes Avraham’s discovery of Hashem.

He looked at the world — filled with beauty, light, and purpose — and
asked: “This cannot be happening by itself. Who is behind all of this?”
But Avraham went even deeper. He didn’t just ask who created the

world — he asked why.

He understood that if someone created such a good and beautiful
world, it must be because He wants to do good for others.

It means He cares. It means He loves us. And if Hashem loves us, He
must want a relationship with us.

Avraham realized that Hashem built a world of kindness, beauty, and
compassion so that people would connect to Him — through goodness,
justice, and righteousness. And then came the response: “The Owner
of the palace looked out at him.” Hashem revealed Himself to
Avraham. Not just with information — but with a relationship. That
moment was the birth of the covenant: not an intellectual idea, but a
personal meeting — heart to heart — between Hashem and a human
being. Real emunah is not only believing that Hashem exists.

It is believing that Hashem is good, that He wants what is best for us,
and that He wants a close relationship with us. Faith is born the
moment we understand: Hashem didn’t just create the world — He
wants to live in it together with us.

For questions: 0584810910 @

Q: My father has difficulty walking and moves slowly on his way to
shul. On rainy Shabbos days, can he use an umbrella that he sets aside
before Shabbos and labels as “Shabbos umbrella”?

A: No — it is not permitted.

Explanation:

Some people think the issue is that an umbrella is muktzeh, but
actually the reason is the opposite:

Since using an umbrella on Shabbos is forbidden, it automatically
becomes muktzeh.

The main prohibition is that opening an umbrella is considered like
making a tent (ohel) on Shabbos.

Even though some rabbis argued that modern umbrellas open in one
motion and may be different, the widespread ruling accepted across
the Jewish world is that using umbrellas on Shabbos is prohibited.

The Chazon Ish explains that even if there might be technical ways to
argue otherwise, using an umbrella looks like weekday behavior and
can lead to a breakdown of Shabbos observance. Therefore, the Rabbis
established a strong rule not to use umbrellas on Shabbos — for the
sake of the entire community and for future generations.

Therefore, it is better to use alternatives such as a raincoat or a hat.
Of course, if there is no kosher eruv, carrying an umbrella would
anyway be forbidden because of carrying in the public domain.
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	The mishna in Pirkei Avot states how Avraham was given ten trials by Hashem and he passed them all! The Medrash Tanchuma says quite a surprising thing. “The first test was like the last test.” From where does the medrash derive this? It is from the fact that the Torah uses the same words when prefacing Avraham’s first challenge as it does by his last challenge. His first test occurred at the beginning of our parsha. The Torah introduces the test by telling Avraham, “Lech Lecha...”, “leave your land, your birthplace, your father’s home and travel to the land where i will guide you. For it is there that I will make you a great nation, I will bless you and I will make your name great.” The final test in next week’s parsha, the akeidat Yitzchak, the sacrificing of Yitzchak, also open’s with the words “lech lecha”, “take your son Yitzchak and go to the place where I will guide you and offer your son to me as a sacrifice.” The difficulty in this medrash is obvious. Aside from the fact that the words “lech lecha” are used in both the first test and the tenth one, how can the medrash compare the two, claiming that the first test was like the last one?! Certainly the first one was easier and the last one was harder! As difficult and challenging as it is for one to move homes, cities, countries, it is certainly easier than slaughtering one’s own child to G-d!!  Also, the first test seems genuinely easy, as Hashem promised him fame, fortune and family at his new location, things He was not willing to provide Avraham with in his old home. Imagine if someone promised you 100 million dollars, perpetual wealth, beautiful children, etc. if only you would move countries. I doubt it would be too difficult to make that commitment! If so, why was this first test even considered to be a test? Isn’t a test meant to be challenging and difficult? I think the difference is simple. If a billionaire promised me 100 million dollars to move locations and I was convinced he has the means to fulfill his promise, then it would be easy to upheave myself from my current world and move to a new one. But if a person comes to me, claiming to be a billionaire, and promises me 100 million to move countries, it would be much harder to make the decision, for how can I be certain he is who he claims to be? How can I be sure he will fulfill his promise? Suddenly the challenge becomes one of faith and it is harder to take the leap. If Avraham’s first test was truly an easy one, it is only because his level of faith in Hashem made it easy. Avraham believed in Hashem at least to the same degree that we would believe the promises of a billionaire.  Had Avraham not had faith in Hashem’s abilities to provide that which He was promising, the challenge of leaving his friends and family would have been just as hard as being asked to offer up his son.  The opposite is also true. After reaching the levels of faith that he did, Hashem’s command to Avraham to offer up his son was just as “easy” as the test of relocating.
	Avraham believed in Hashem so strongly that his ability to listen to Hashem was easy, irrespective of what it was that Hashem asked of him. How did Avraham reach such levels? Was he endowed, from birth, with special abilities that naturally connected him to Hashem? He was not born special. He reached his amazing levels of faith through slow and steady growth. Notice that Hashem only made such a heavy request, for Avraham to offer his son, after he had passed  the first nine. Why did He wait until the tenth test to ask this? It is because Avraham wasn’t ready for it earlier. With each successful trial, Avraham’s faith grew and grew until he was strong enough to do the impossible. How is a professional weightlifter able to lift 200 kg? Is he born with superhuman strength? No. He builds his levels of strength and resilience slowly. First he masters lifting 50kg, then he works toward 100kg and so on until he finally is able to lift 200kg! Faith, emunah, is like a muscle. The more one uses it, the stronger it gets. We all have to start at the beginning. When we keep the Torah and we rise to our challenges, we slowly grow into stronger and holier Jews, becoming closer to Hashem in the process.
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