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The Torah, at the end of the parsha, describes how Hashem instructed
Moshe, in the peak of the day, to ascend the mountain to die, as did
his brother Aharon before him.

“in the peak (middle) of the day”,
was used twice prior to this episode. The first time the Torah used this

Rashi observes that this language,

expression was when Hashem commanded Noach to enter the ark.
The second time was when the Jews left Egypt in the middle of the
day.
Rashi quotes the Sifri who explains that in all three instances, there
were people who tried to prevent said events from taking place. The
wicked people in Noach’s time vowed that they would block him from
entering the ark so that Hashem would be unable to bring the flood
upon the world. So too, when the Jews were instructed to leave Egypt,
the wicked among the Egyptians vowed to stop them from leaving.
Hashem, instructing Noach to enter the ark in broad daylight, and
instructing the Jews to leave Egypt in broad daylight, was “daring” the
people to try and stop them!
Hashem wanted to show the wicked how much stronger He is than all
of the forces in the world. No one can stand up to Hashem when His
will needs to be done!
So too, says the Sifri, was the case in Moshe’s scenario. There were
people, not wicked but righteous, who were loathe to see Moshe die.
They were going to try and stop Moshe from ascending the mountain.
They knew that he was safe as long as he did not ascend. Here too,
Hashem dares them to try and stop Him from carrying out His will. Of
course, they too, did not succeed.
From this Sifri we see that this principle works both ways. Not only is
Hashem stronger than the forces of evil, but He is also stronger than
the forces of good! Not only are the wicked powerless to go against
the will of Hashem, but even the righteous are powerless to go against
the will of Hashem.
On paper, preventing Moshe from dying is seemingly a good thing. As
the Sifri described, the people were not ready to let their leader go.
Want to Do Something Big? .. (3
Sukkot is called the time of our joy. *‘ '

We sit around the sukkah table, surrounded by family and friends, and we feel
Hashem’s embrace through the sukkah itself. Chazal teach us that real joy comes
from wholeness. And when a family sits at the holiday table with someone missing —
it’s not easy to rejoice. So what can we do? The reality can’t be changed, but here’s
where our strength as a community comes in: a kind word, a short call, a simple
message — “You are not alone, your loss is our loss” — can ease the pain, carry part of
the burden, and help restore a sense of wholeness for families who are missing
someone this Yom Tov. From my own experience, | know how much a small word can
become an anchor of strength. Sometimes the biggest thing you can do — is simply to

remind, to care, to send a hug from afar.

So before we sit down to rejoice in the sukkah, let’s remember that our own joy ads
grows when we share it with others. This is how “You shall rejoice on your festival”
becomes real — a complete joy, the joy of community, the joy of Am Yisrael.

Sometimes the greatest thing you can do — is just one small word.

With love and appreciation, Ben Goldstein.

The one who took us out of Egypt, parted the sea, brought down the
manna from heaven, the one who brought us the well and the quail
and the one who brought us the Torah, such a man we are going to
let die? Nothing doing!”

And yet, as lofty as their intentions, they were powerless to defeat
the will of Hashem.

There is a lesson here. We appreciate it when Hashem thwarts the
evil plans of our enemies. When we are at the brink of destruction
and we see salvation, it is easy to give credit to Hashem for being the
force behind that salvation.

But we need to understand that when the good things that we
attempt to do in life do not come to fruition, it is also Hashem who is
the force behind that unsuccessful attempt.

Ultimately everything that happens in the world is part of Hashem’s
will. Not only when evil is foiled but so too when good is foiled, do we
need to realize that it, too, is the will of Hashem.

Haazinu is referred to by chazal as a song, but there are many difficult
and harsh pessukim in this parsha as well as good ones. It is not all
sunshine and rainbows. How is it a song?

The beauty of submitting to Hashem’s will is that it allows life to
become a song. When we realize that it is not we who are steering
the ship, but there is a captain who is doing the actual steering, then
we can enjoy the journey more, both the smooth parts and the rough
ones.

If we spend our lives trying to do good, trying to spread Torah, trying
to inspire others to do mitzvot but we are met with difficulties and
challenges, successes and failures, if we believe that we are in
control, then we become anxious and upset when things don’t work
out the way we would like.

If we realize that Hashem is behind all roadblocks, for good and for
bad, then we can sing our way through the song of life, for Hashem is
the true captain of our ship! We can exit Yom Kippur and joyfully
enter the Sukkah come the holiday of Sukkot!
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Q: What are the guidelines for building sukkah walls using the method
of “lavud” (strings/ropes)?

You can make a sukkah with walls of “lavud,” but it’s very important
to follow the details carefully, because mistakes in this area are
common.

According to the Magen Avraham and the Mishnah Berurah, if the walls
are made entirely of lavud, you need four walls (though of course you
can leave an opening for the entrance). If, however, the lavud is only
an addition to solid fabric walls that are already stretched tightly, then
three walls are enough.

The principle of lavud is that any gap of less than 3 tefachim (about 22
cm) is considered closed. Therefore, you need to tie strings, wooden
slats, or another material from pole to pole (the poles being the frame
of the sukkah that holds the schach). The first string must be less than
22 cm from the ground, and each additional string also less than 22 cm
apart, until you reach a total height of at least 10 tefachim (about 1
meter).

The strings must be pulled very tight, so they don’t move in the wind (a
wall that sways in the wind may not count as a wall), and to keep the
spaces measured correctly.

If during Yom Tov one of the strings loosens, there’s a serious concern
that the sukkah may be invalid, and it must be fixed. That’s why it’s
often better to use wooden slats instead of strings.

Be sure to put up the lavud walls before placing the schach on top.

Song of Ha’azinu, Joy of Sukkot
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

Parshat Ha’azinu is always read close to Sukkot — sometimes on
Shabbat Shuvah, and sometimes, like this year, just days before the
holiday. At first, they seem like two completely different worlds:
Ha’azinu, Moshe’s song of rebuke and comfort, and Sukkot — the
festival of joy, gratitude, and sitting under the shade of the Clouds of
Glory. But if you look closely, the connection is already hidden in the
words of Ha’azinu.

Moshe describes Hashem’s love for Am Yisrael: “He found them in a
desert land... He surrounded them, cared for them, guarded them like
the pupil of His eye.” Chazal explain: “He surrounded them — with the
Clouds of Glory.” In other words, when Moshe wanted to describe
Hashem’s great love, he pointed to the protective clouds in the desert.
That’s exactly the idea of Sukkot — for seven days we sit in the sukkah
to remember Hashem’s embrace: “So that your generations will know
that | placed the people of Israel in sukkot.”

But here’s a question: if Sukkot is to remember the Clouds of Glory,
why is it in Tishrei? After all, the clouds were there the entire forty
years in the desert — shouldn’t it be right after Pesach?

The Tur explains: Pesach time is spring, the weather is pleasant, and
sitting outside could look like you’re just enjoying the shade. In the fall,
when people usually go indoors, Am Yisrael goes outside into the
sukkah — making it clear we’re doing it to remember the Clouds of
Glory. The Vilna Gaon adds another layer: Sukkot comes right after
Yom Kippur.

For questions: 0584810910 (©
Q: We live in an apartment building. The only place we can build our
sukkah is in our parking spot, which is not covered. But above the
parking spot there is a bird net. Can we build our sukkah under this
net?
A: The bird net is usually nylon threads woven like a grid, making small
squares, and its purpose is to keep pigeons out of laundry areas and
other spaces. Even though nylon cannot be used as schach, since the
net does not give more shade than sun, it does not invalidate the
sukkah.
The solution: place plenty of schach on top, so that even if you
removed the part directly under the nylon net, your sukkah would still
be “more shade than sun.” This way, the sukkah is kosher.
There is a stricter opinion (the Bach) that worries about lavud with
these nylon strings, but in practice, since all the threads together don’t
usually add up to a width of 4 tefachim (which would be invalid
schach), you can rely on the lenient opinion.
If only part of the sukkah is under the bird net, it’s best for the men to
sit in the section that’s not under the net (and make sure that section
alone is large enough to qualify as a kosher sukkah with three walls).
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shments throughout the evening

On the first Yom Kippur, Hashem forgave the sin of the Golden Calf,
tablets, and revealed the 13 Attributes of
Mercy. At that moment, the Clouds of Glory became visible to all — not

just to prophets. Even the nations saw them, as it says in Shir

gave Moshe the second

HaShirim: “Who is this rising from the desert like columns of smoke?”
That’s why Sukkot is in Tishrei — to mark the renewal of Hashem’s love
after forgiveness.
But Sukkot is not only about the Clouds of Glory —it’s also the Festival
of Ingathering. The barns are full, the harvest is in, and a person stands
at a crossroads: will he say, “My strength and my power made all this
wealth”, or will he remember, “It is Hashem who gives you the
strength to succeed”? Sukkot teaches us to thank Hashem for the
blessings and to direct our hearts to Him.
Put together, the message is clear:

« The sukkah reminds us of Hashem’s embrace and protection.

« And it reminds us that every bit of blessing and success comes

from Him.

So Ha’azinu and Sukkot go hand in hand: whether in the desert or in
times of plenty, life itself is sustained only by Hashem. And the sukkah
is our double reminder — of His love and of our gratitude.
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	The Torah, at the end of the parsha, describes how Hashem instructed Moshe, in the peak of the day, to ascend the mountain to die, as did his brother Aharon before him. Rashi observes that this language, “in the peak (middle) of the day”, was used twice prior to this episode. The first time the Torah used this expression was when Hashem commanded Noach to enter the ark. The second time was when the Jews left Egypt in the middle of the day. Rashi quotes the Sifri who explains that in all three instances, there were people who tried to prevent said events from taking place. The wicked people in Noach’s time vowed that they would block him from entering the ark so that Hashem would be unable to bring the flood upon the world. So too, when the Jews were instructed to leave Egypt, the wicked among the Egyptians vowed to stop them from leaving. Hashem, instructing Noach to enter the ark in broad daylight, and instructing the Jews to leave Egypt in broad daylight, was “daring” the people to try and stop them! Hashem wanted to show the wicked how much stronger He is than all of the forces in the world. No one can stand up to Hashem when His will needs to be done! So too, says the Sifri, was the case in Moshe’s scenario. There were people, not wicked but righteous, who were loathe to see Moshe die. They were going to try and stop Moshe from ascending the mountain. They knew that he was safe as long as he did not ascend. Here too, Hashem dares them to try and stop Him from carrying out His will. Of course, they too, did not succeed. From this Sifri we see that this principle works both ways. Not only is Hashem stronger than the forces of evil, but He is also stronger than the forces of good! Not only are the wicked powerless to go against the will of Hashem, but even the righteous are powerless to go against the will of Hashem.  On paper, preventing Moshe from dying is seemingly a good thing. As the Sifri described, the people were not ready to let their leader go.
	The one who took us out of Egypt, parted the sea, brought down the manna from heaven, the one who brought us the well and the quail and the one who brought us the Torah, such a man we are going to let die? Nothing doing!” And yet, as lofty as their intentions, they were powerless to defeat the will of Hashem. There is a lesson here. We appreciate it when Hashem thwarts the evil plans of our enemies. When we are at the brink of destruction and we see salvation, it is easy to give credit to Hashem for being the force behind that salvation. But we need to understand that when the good things that we attempt to do in life do not come to fruition, it is also Hashem who is the force behind that unsuccessful attempt. Ultimately everything that happens in the world is part of Hashem’s will. Not only when evil is foiled but so too when good is foiled, do we need to realize that it, too, is the will of Hashem. Haazinu is referred to by chazal as a song, but there are many difficult and harsh pessukim in this parsha as well as good ones. It is not all sunshine and rainbows. How is it a song? The beauty of submitting to Hashem’s will is that it allows life to become a song. When we realize that it is not we who are steering the ship, but there is a captain who is doing the actual steering, then we can enjoy the journey more, both the smooth parts and the rough ones. If we spend our lives trying to do good, trying to spread Torah, trying to inspire others to do mitzvot but we are met with difficulties and challenges, successes and failures, if we believe that we are in control, then we become anxious and upset when things don’t work out the way we would like.  If we realize that Hashem is behind all roadblocks, for good and for bad, then we can sing our way through the song of life, for Hashem is the true captain of our ship! We can exit Yom Kippur and joyfully enter the Sukkah come the holiday of Sukkot!
	Want to Do Something Big? Sukkot is called the time of our joy.  We sit around the sukkah table, surrounded by family and friends, and we feel Hashem’s embrace through the sukkah itself. Chazal teach us that real joy comes from wholeness. And when a family sits at the holiday table with someone missing – it’s not easy to rejoice. So what can we do? The reality can’t be changed, but here’s where our strength as a community comes in: a kind word, a short call, a simple message – “You are not alone, your loss is our loss” – can ease the pain, carry part of the burden, and help restore a sense of wholeness for families who are missing someone this Yom Tov. From my own experience, I know how much a small word can become an anchor of strength. Sometimes the biggest thing you can do – is simply to remind, to care, to send a hug from afar.  So before we sit down to rejoice in the sukkah, let’s remember that our own joy grows when we share it with others. This is how “You shall rejoice on your festival” becomes real – a complete joy, the joy of community, the joy of Am Yisrael. Sometimes the greatest thing you can do – is just one small word. With love and appreciation, Ben Goldstein.
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	For questions:
	Q: What are the guidelines for building sukkah walls using the method of “lavud” (strings/ropes)? A: You can make a sukkah with walls of “lavud,” but it’s very important to follow the details carefully, because mistakes in this area are common. According to the Magen Avraham and the Mishnah Berurah, if the walls are made entirely of lavud, you need four walls (though of course you can leave an opening for the entrance). If, however, the lavud is only an addition to solid fabric walls that are already stretched tightly, then three walls are enough. The principle of lavud is that any gap of less than 3 tefachim (about 22 cm) is considered closed. Therefore, you need to tie strings, wooden slats, or another material from pole to pole (the poles being the frame of the sukkah that holds the schach). The first string must be less than 22 cm from the ground, and each additional string also less than 22 cm apart, until you reach a total height of at least 10 tefachim (about 1 meter). The strings must be pulled very tight, so they don’t move in the wind (a wall that sways in the wind may not count as a wall), and to keep the spaces measured correctly. If during Yom Tov one of the strings loosens, there’s a serious concern that the sukkah may be invalid, and it must be fixed. That’s why it’s often better to use wooden slats instead of strings. Be sure to put up the lavud walls before placing the schach on top.
	Q: We live in an apartment building. The only place we can build our sukkah is in our parking spot, which is not covered. But above the parking spot there is a bird net. Can we build our sukkah under this net? A: The bird net is usually nylon threads woven like a grid, making small squares, and its purpose is to keep pigeons out of laundry areas and other spaces. Even though nylon cannot be used as schach, since the net does not give more shade than sun, it does not invalidate the sukkah. The solution: place plenty of schach on top, so that even if you removed the part directly under the nylon net, your sukkah would still be “more shade than sun.” This way, the sukkah is kosher. There is a stricter opinion (the Bach) that worries about lavud with these nylon strings, but in practice, since all the threads together don’t usually add up to a width of 4 tefachim (which would be invalid schach), you can rely on the lenient opinion. If only part of the sukkah is under the bird net, it’s best for the men to sit in the section that’s not under the net (and make sure that section alone is large enough to qualify as a kosher sukkah with three walls).

	Song of Ha’azinu, Joy of Sukkot
	Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi
	Parshat Ha’azinu is always read close to Sukkot – sometimes on Shabbat Shuvah, and sometimes, like this year, just days before the holiday. At first, they seem like two completely different worlds: Ha’azinu, Moshe’s song of rebuke and comfort, and Sukkot – the festival of joy, gratitude, and sitting under the shade of the Clouds of Glory. But if you look closely, the connection is already hidden in the words of Ha’azinu. Moshe describes Hashem’s love for Am Yisrael: “He found them in a desert land… He surrounded them, cared for them, guarded them like the pupil of His eye.” Chazal explain: “He surrounded them – with the Clouds of Glory.” In other words, when Moshe wanted to describe Hashem’s great love, he pointed to the protective clouds in the desert. That’s exactly the idea of Sukkot – for seven days we sit in the sukkah to remember Hashem’s embrace: “So that your generations will know that I placed the people of Israel in sukkot.” But here’s a question: if Sukkot is to remember the Clouds of Glory, why is it in Tishrei? After all, the clouds were there the entire forty years in the desert – shouldn’t it be right after Pesach? The Tur explains: Pesach time is spring, the weather is pleasant, and sitting outside could look like you’re just enjoying the shade. In the fall, when people usually go indoors, Am Yisrael goes outside into the sukkah – making it clear we’re doing it to remember the Clouds of Glory. The Vilna Gaon adds another layer: Sukkot comes right after Yom Kippur.
	On the first Yom Kippur, Hashem forgave the sin of the Golden Calf, gave Moshe the second tablets, and revealed the 13 Attributes of Mercy. At that moment, the Clouds of Glory became visible to all – not just to prophets. Even the nations saw them, as it says in Shir HaShirim: “Who is this rising from the desert like columns of smoke?” That’s why Sukkot is in Tishrei – to mark the renewal of Hashem’s love after forgiveness. But Sukkot is not only about the Clouds of Glory – it’s also the Festival of Ingathering. The barns are full, the harvest is in, and a person stands at a crossroads: will he say, “My strength and my power made all this wealth”, or will he remember, “It is Hashem who gives you the strength to succeed”? Sukkot teaches us to thank Hashem for the blessings and to direct our hearts to Him. Put together, the message is clear:
	The sukkah reminds us of Hashem’s embrace and protection.
	And it reminds us that every bit of blessing and success comes from Him.
	So Ha’azinu and Sukkot go hand in hand: whether in the desert or in times of plenty, life itself is sustained only by Hashem. And the sukkah is our double reminder – of His love and of our gratitude.
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