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In last week’s parshat Balak, we learned an amazing lesson - that the
Jewish people are untouchable! Bilaam was the only person who knew
the precise moment that Hashem becomes angry, and the gemara
states that had Hashem allowed Bilaam to curse the people at that
precise moment, the Jewish people would have perished, G-d forbid!

But because of Hashem’s closeness to us at that time, He made sure
that Bilaam would not curse us. As the passuk stated, “Do not curse
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them for they are blessed!” As long as we are fiercely faithful to
Hashem, we are truly invincible to any outside attacks. Unfortunately,
that does not make us immune to attacks from within. Bilaam told
Balak that Hashem despises promiscuity and if he could get the Jews
to sin with the non Jewish women, he would be able to defeat us. Sure
enough, he implemented this plan, we succumbed, and as a result,
180,000 men died due to immorality and idolatry.

The Jewish people had lived with Hashem’s miracles for forty years in
the desert. They were about to enter into the land of Israel. They were
nourished by heavenly bread and miraculous water, and yet when
they were challenged with lust and desire, they fell badly. We see
from here that the challenge of promiscuity is so powerful, that even
being exposed to miracles does not make us immune to its pull.

Later the Torah counts the Jewish people yet again, but this time the
Torah refers to each family by adding the letters yud and a heh to
their names. Chanoch becomes Hachanochi, Paluh becomes Hapa’uli
and so forth. Rashi explains that after their sin of promiscuous
behavior, the nations of the world began mocking our origins. They
told themselves that if this can happen now when the Jews are living
with miracles, surely this must have happened when we were enslaved
in Egypt! There is no way that the Jewish families remained pure
during those 210 years. Surely the Egyptians had their way with the
Jewish women and some of the children in these Jewish homes are

Egyptian children. To negate this accusation, Hashem added His great
name of yud and heh to the names of each family to testify that each
Jewish family maintained their purity and integrity. None of the
Jewish wives had been with any Egyptian man, even under the
harshest of conditions.

How is it that in Egypt they were able to remain faithful to each other
but after 40 years in the desert they were not? The answer is that in
the desert it was the Jewish men who faltered, not the women. The
Torah describes how the men were promiscuous with the non Jewish
women, implying that the women stayed pure.

It is amazing how the Jewish women never faltered! Not while in
Egypt, not with the Golden Calf, not with the spies and not now
either!

The Jewish woman is endowed with a power of faithfulness that men
can only wish to aspire to. This is why women are not obligated in so
many of our mitzvot. They don’t need them in order to be connected
to Hashem. They were created and designed by Hashem to be this
way. Men, who were not created as strong, need an abundance of
mitzvot to keep them on the straight and narrow path!
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Where There’s a Will There’s a Way! Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
Our Parsha of Pinchas discusses the apportioning of the land of Israel

to the individual tribes. Within each tribe, each family was given an
everlasting inheritance of land. The daughters of Tzelafchad came to
Moshe requesting to inherit their father’s portion. Seeing as their
father died in the desert and he only had daughters, they reasoned
that they should receive their father’s portion in the absence of male
offspring.

Hashem replied that they indeed were correct! The Torah states
unequivocally that when a man dies without having sons, his estate
falls to his daughters. If he did not have children, then his estate is
inherited by his closest of kin.

From here Jewish law clearly states that in the presence of sons,
daughters inherit nothing! They are of course supported by their
father’s estate until they are married but there is no official
inheritance that is bequeathed to them. Perhaps in Biblical times this
was to women’s advantage, for they were not experienced in the world
of asset management and the like. But today, where women are just as
proficient in areas of finance and management as men are, this law
can cause a lot of strife and animosity after a parent passes away.

To remedy this, the Halacha has introduced methods as to how to
write a “halachic” will that would allow a parent to allocate his
property as he sees fit, to both his wife, sons and daughters. It is a
simple procedure to arrange a “halachic” will and it can be added as
an addendum to an already valid civil will that will give halachic
credibility to one’s civil will.

To arrange an appointment to set this up, please reach out to the RCK
Beit Din at 058-7945168!
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Ask the Rabbi Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel Shlit”a

Question: When introducing a new garment during the Three
Weeks, when should one recite the Shehechiyanu blessing?

Answer: Although during the Three Weeks it is customary not to
recite the Shehechiyanu blessing, as ruled in the Shulchan Aruch,
many halachic authorities permit reciting Shehechiyanu on a new
garment or a new fruit specifically on the Shabbatot of Bein
HaMetzarim (the Three Weeks).

Therefore, many individuals who recently purchased new clothing
and wished to wear them, turned to the rabbis of Israel, and were
advised that if the garment is one on which Shehechiyanu is recited,
they should wait and wear it on the upcoming Shabbat.

Hence, it is important to emphasize that if the new garment is worn
for the first time before Shabbat begins, one should not recite
Shehechiyanu at that moment — since it is not yet Shabbat. Rather
he should wait to recite the Shehechiyanu after Shabbat begins,
since as long as the garment is still being worn for the first time, it is
an appropriate time for the blessing. Although one usually receites
the blessing immediately upon wearing a new garment, in this we
delay the reciting of the blessing until Shabbat in order not to be
guilty of reciting the blessing during the Three Weeks.
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Question: This Shabbat we will (G-d willing) bless the new month of
Av. Should we say: "Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av will be on Shabbat"
or simply: "Rosh Chodesh Av will be on Shabbat"?

Answer: The true halachic name of the month is Av — without any

For questions:

descriptive additions. However, in letters and correspondence, people
customarily write Menachem Av or Av HaRachaman (“Av the
Merciful”) as an expression of comfort and blessing.

Yet when writing the month’s name for halachic purposes, such as in a
ketubah (marriage contract) or a get (divorce document), one should

write only Av with no additions.
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Based on this, the Aruch HaShulchan writes that when we bless the
new month in synagogue, there is no problem adding the word
Menachem, and indeed many have the custom to say: “Rosh Chodesh
Menachem Av will be on Shabbat.”

The Aruch HaShulchan claims that this is the common practice. (Some
say only “Rosh Chodesh Menachem”, while others refer to it as “Av
HaRachaman.”)

Of course, this is not a strict requirement, and if someone says: “Rosh
Chodesh Av will be on Shabbat,” this is also perfectly acceptable, and
there is no need to correct the chazzan or create any disturbance in
the congregation.
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When Hashem Doesn’t Choose You

Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi shlita B =

At the beginning of the parsha, Hashem rewards Pinchas:
“And it shall be for him and for his descendants after him a covenant
of eternal priesthood, because he was zealous for his G-d and atoned
for the Children of Israel.” Pinchas receives “eternal priesthood.”

But what kind of reward is that? After all, he was already a kohen —
the son of Elazar the Kohen Gadol, and grandson of Aharon. So what
does it mean that he and his descendants would now be kohanim?
Rashi explains: Pinchas did not become a kohen until he killed Zimri.
In other words, when Hashem chose Aharon and his sons to serve as
kohanim, Pinchas was already born — but not yet a kohen, because
he wasn’t Aharon’s son, and his father, Elazar, had not yet been made
a kohen at the time of his birth. Since priesthood passes only to
children born after the appointment, Pinchas was excluded.

Simply put: Hashem chose the whole family except him.

Imagine what that must have felt like: For nearly 40 years, everyone
in your family is a kohen. Your father, your uncles, your younger
brothers, even your nephews — all serve in the Mikdash. And you?
You are just a Levi.

Every morning, your father wakes your brothers early for the korban
tamid. But you sleep in.

When korbanot are brought home, the meat is marked: “Not for
Pinchas.”At shul, you go up for Levi, after your little brother is called
up as Kohen.

When Aharon passes away, your father Elazar becomes Kohen Gadol,
leaving you thinking that if only you were a kohen, you would be next
in line. But you’re not. Your younger brother will get the honor, not
you. How crushing must that have felt?

Pinchas could have been resentful, bitter, broken by the feeling that
Hashem had rejected him — as if to say: “You? Not chosen.”

And then came the moment. The leader of Shevet Shimon — a man
of great power and status — publicly sins before all of Israel.

And everyone is frozen. Even Moshe Rabbeinu, our trusted leader,
stands and weeps, unsure what to do. Pinchas could have said, “Who
am | to act? If they don’t see me as worthy, maybe I’'m not.”

But instead, Pinchas stands up. He remembers the halacha and
Moshe confirms it. And he acts — with holy courage, with strength,
and with complete faith in Hashem: “And Pinchas arose from among
the people...”

No excuses. No hesitation.

He did what was right because it was right.

Sometimes we may feel that Hashem skipped over us — that others
were given talents, opportunities, or callings that we weren’t.

We can spend our lives wondering: Why not me? Or we can be like
Pinchas and realize that if Hashem didn’t choose me for that role, He
must have something else for me.

And | will do it — with all my strength, with all my heart.

And when a person lives that way, a new gate opens.

And perhaps... they too will receive a Brit Shalom — and a personal
“eternal priesthood.”
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	Egyptian children. To negate this accusation, Hashem added His great name of yud and heh to the names of each family to testify that each Jewish family maintained their purity and integrity. None of the Jewish wives had been with any Egyptian man, even under the harshest of conditions. How is it that in Egypt they were able to remain faithful to each other but after 40 years in the desert they were not? The answer is that in the desert it was the Jewish men who faltered, not the women. The Torah describes how the men were promiscuous with the non Jewish women, implying that the women stayed pure. It is amazing how the Jewish women never faltered! Not while in Egypt, not with the Golden Calf, not with the spies and not now either! The Jewish woman is endowed with a power of faithfulness that men can only wish to aspire to. This is why women are not obligated in so many of our mitzvot. They don’t need them in order to be connected to Hashem. They were created and designed by Hashem to be this way. Men, who were not created as strong, need an abundance of mitzvot to keep them on the straight and narrow path!
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