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The climactic event that takes place in this week’s parsha is of course
the receiving of the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai. The Ten
Commandments were engraved on two sapphire tablets, with the
commandments between man and G-d etched on the right tablet, and
those between man and man etched on the left one.

The one anomaly to this delineation is the mitzvah of “honoring one’s
parents.” The other four commandments found on the first tablet are
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“Belief in G-d, “Not worshipping false gods”, “Not taking G-d’s name
in vain”, and “Sanctifying the Shabbat day”, clearly laws between man
and G-d. The other tablet contains the laws between man and his
fellow man. “Do not murder”, Do not commit adultery”, “Do not
steal”, “Do not bear false witness”, and “Do not covet your neighbor.”
All of these are clearly laws between people. Why would the
commandment to honor one’s parents be found on the first tablet, for
the directive to honor parents doesn’t seem to fall under the category
of "between man and G-d”?

We must conclude that honoring one’s parents is actually a mitzvah
between man and G-d and not just between man and man. To explain
this, let’s ask another well known question. If the first commandment
is to believe in G-d, then why does the Torah write, “I am the Lord
your G-d who took you out of Egypt” and not “l am the Lord your G-d,
creator of the Heavens and the Earth”?

The answer to this question is fundamental to Judaism. Hashem
doesn’t demand of us to believe in Him as a leap in faith. Had He
commanded us to believe in Him as the creator of Heaven and Earth,
it would have required a leap of faith, for no man was alive to have
witnessed the creation of Heaven and Earth. Hashem wants the
Jewish people to believe in Him because two million individuals saw
with their own eyes the miracles He performed in Egypt. Those two
million people all experienced Hashem’s Hand as He took them from
the bondage of Egypt to the receiving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. No
one needed to believe in Hashem. They saw him with their own eyes.
No leap of faith was required! In truth, we do not have a mitzvah to
“believe” in G-d. The requirement is to have Emunah, “faith”, in G-d.

We are not meant to believe in Hashem. Belief implies that we have
no proof that He is real, yet we believe that He exists despite any
knowledge of His existence. Jews do not have to believe, for we know
He is real! Our challenge is not to know Hashem but to have faith in
Him. If Emunah in not translated as “belief” but as “faith” then what
is faith? What did “having faith” mean for the people who were at
Mount Sinai. They certainly didn’t need to believe for they saw
Hashem with their own eyes. Faith is believing that everything that
happens in life, whether in one’s individual life or national life, is
orchestrated and ordained by Hashem. Nothing in this world occurs
through happenstance. Emunah means seeing Hashem as an integral
part of life. That requires work! We can know Hashem exists, but we
may not necessarily believe that He cares and is involved in every
life. This in the first

commandment, to introduce Himself, not as the creator of the

aspect of our is why Hashem chose,
Heavens and earth, but as the G-d who took us out of Egypt. It was
these events that proved that Hashem controls all aspects of life and
that He is an integral part of our lives as well.

With this understanding, we can now understand why the mitzvah of
honoring one’s parents is etched on the first tablet. For how are we,
living 3350 years after the Exodus of Egypt, who didn’t see Hashem’s
hand, to know that Hashem is real and is a real part of our lives? It is
through our parents that we know this to be true! We trust our
parents who trusted their parents, who trusted their parents that all
of the historical events that took place were true. By honoring our
parents, we give ourselves a firm basis to have Emunah in Hashem. If
we disregard our parents, then our mesorah connecting us to Mount
Sinai breaks down, leaving us with nothing but blind belief in Hashem,
which is insufficient in Judaism. Blind faith may be enough for other
systems of religion but not for Judaism. Our religion is based on
knowledge and absolute truth. Our parents are our link to that
knowledge. Accordingly, the commandment to honor one’s parents
allows for us to concretize our faith in Hashem, thereby creating a
true completion of the first tablet that is “between man and G-d.”

This week we celebrated Tu B’Shevat at RCK §?Thank you for being with us where community, Torah, joy, and holiness meet!
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Question: These days, a well-known charity organization is selling

tickets for a “Chinese raffle” in order to raise funds for its work. May
one use ma’aser (tithing) money to purchase raffle tickets?

Answer: The poskim discuss similar cases, and in my view the key
distinction depends on why the person is buying the tickets.

There are many cases where people buy raffle tickets even when the
money does not go to charity at all, simply because they are willing to
spend a small amount of money for a chance to win a large prize.
Therefore, if a person buys raffle tickets mainly because of the raffle
and the chance to win, he may not use ma’aser money, even though
the proceeds go to a charity. This is similar to buying food in a store
owned by a poor person: the money does go to someone in need, but
it cannot be counted as ma’aser, since the buyer receives something in
return. However, if a person buys the raffle tickets primarily in order to
support the charity, and the raffle is only an added incentive or
benefit, but not the main reason for the purchase, then he may use
ma’aser money. If he wins, the prize belongs to him, since one is
allowed to receive personal benefit from charity that he gives.

If, under normal circumstances, he would have bought only one raffle
ticket, but because this raffle supports a charity he buys two tickets,
then only one ticket may be purchased using ma’aser money.

It is also important to note that there is a general dispute among the
poskim whether ma’aser money may be used only for the poor, or also
for other mitzvah purposes, such as building or maintaining a
synagogue. The common practice is to be lenient and allow ma’aser
money for other mitzvah needs as well.

If this organization directly supports poor and needy people, then
according to all opinions it qualifies for ma’aser. But if it is a charity
that does good work without specifically helping the poor, then
according to some opinions it may not qualify for ma’aser at all,

regardless of the raffle.
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the Torah, Hashem offered it to all the nations of the world. He first
approached the children of Eisav and asked, “Will you accept the
Torah?” They replied, “What is written in it?” Hashem answered, “Lo

“Master of the
World, our entire essence is murder, for Eisav’s very blessing was: ‘By

What'’s in It for Me?
Rabbi Yosef Postelnek

We're taught that before the Jewish nation accepted

”

tirtzach - you shall not murder.” They responded,
your sword you shall live.”” Hashem then went to the children of
“Will you accept the Torah?” They too
asked, “What is written in it?” Hashem replied, “Lo signov - you shall

Yishmael and asked them,

III

not steal.” They answered, “Master of the Universe, our father’s entire
essence is stealing!” Similar exchanges took place with all the other
nations, until Hashem offered the Torah to the Jewish nation, and we
responded, “Naaseh v'nishma — we will do, and then we will hear.”

This raises a powerful question: Why did Hashem offer the Torah to the
other nations and then tell them the very mitzvah He knew they would
be unable to accept? This question bothered me for years until | heard
the following strikingly beautiful approach: At what point did Hashem

decide not to give His Torah to the other nations?
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The moment of rejection was not when they heard Hashem’s answer,
but when they asked, “What is written in it?” The other nations
viewed this as a business deal. You do ‘X’ and | give you ‘Y’ - sign on
the dotted line. To that end, they wanted to know what exactly they
were signing. They needed to know what they were getting
themselves into. We, however, viewed Hashem’s offer in a completely
different light. Our response was “Naaseh V’Nishma”;

whatever Hashem wants. Where the nations of the world saw a

we want

business deal, we saw an opportunity for connection, an opening for a
relationship and partnership with the Master of the World.

It wasn’t a farce when Hashem asked the other nations if they wanted
to accept the Torah. It was only once they responded, “what’s in it for
me?” that Hashem demonstrated that this religion was not for them.
Because Judaism isn’t just a religion; it’s a relationship.

Have an amazing Shabbos!
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