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This week’s parsha picks up where last week’s left off. We are told
that Sarah died at the age of 127 years as a result of last week’s
Rashi
slaughtering his son Yitzchak, as the angel of Hashem stopped him at

akeida. explains that although Avraham ended up not
the last second, Sarah was told by the Satan that Yitzchak was being
killed by his father, at which point she passed away from anxiety.
Now Avraham arrives home to find that his beloved wife was dead.
He goes to the Hittites to procure the maarat hamachpeila as a burial
plot for Sarah. He haggles with Efron the Hitti over the price of the
cave, finally settling on the high price of 400 shekels.

This story seems unremarkable and would be passed over if it weren’t
for the gemara at the end of the first Chapter of Bava Batra. The
gemara describes how the Satan travelled all over the world, trying to
find the biggest tzaddik he could. After he found it, he came to
Hashem and extolled the virtues of Avraham Avinu! Avraham was the
Satan’s pick for tzaddik of the world! If | had to venture a guess as to
why the Satan picked Avraham, | would have made reference to
Avraham’s ten tests, the greatest one being the akeida, binding, of his
son Yitzchak.

However, that is not what impressed the Satan. What moved the
Satan to nominate Avraham as tzaddik of the world was that despite
the fact that Hashem gave the land of Israel to Avraham, he did not
complain when he was forced to pay for Sara’s burial cave! This story
from this week’s parsha, that Avraham gave Efron 400 shekels for the
cave, is what amazed the Satan. Now don’t get me wrong, | am not
minimizing this episode. Paying for something when it is already yours
can be truly annoying and frustrating, but that it impressed the Satan
more than the akeida of Yitzchak, that seems like an exaggeration!
What lesson is the Torah trying to teach us by juxtaposing the test of
the akeida to the test of paying money for a

burial plot?

| beleive the Torah is teaching us that dedicating one’s life or one’s
son’s life to Hashem is certainly a great feat, but dedicating one’s
money can sometimes be even harder. We find this sentiment in the
second verse of Kriyat Shema. The Torah commands us to love
Hashem with all our heart, with all of our life and with all of our
money! The Torah places life before money as if to imply that for
some, investing their money in Judaism can be even more difficult
than dedicating his life.

Avraham’s earlier challenges taught us that we have to dedicate our
lives to Hashem. The test of the akeida taught how we have to
dedicate our children’s lives to Hashem and this week’s challenge
teaches how we have to dedicate our money to Hashem, even when it
doesn’t seem justified.

Avraham understood that if Efron demanded 400 shekels for the
burial plot, it was ultimately Hashem who was demanding this of
Avraham!

How often in life do we cut corners when it comes to our own
religious
monetary considerations? When it comes to material possessions,

observance, or our children’s education because of
which bring us social standing, how often do we choose the more
expensive and prestigious brand, despite the fact that the cheaper
brand is sufficient for our needs? Yet the very same person, who may
indulge and pay extra for a fancier car, will choose the 80 shekel
etrog over the 300 shekel etrog, justifying to himself that the cheaper
etrog is equally sufficient. Avraham saw religious significance in the
maarat hamachpeila and was willing to pay a huge amount of money
to procure it, even though one could say that a burial plot is a burial
plot. He was willing to give himself, his son and his money for

Hashem! May we too learn from Avraham how to give all for Hashem!

Divine Providence and
Finding a Soulmate
Rabbi Guy Dvir

In this week’s parasha, we learn about finding Isaac’s soulmate
through the of Eliezer, Abraham’s Eliezer
experienced a series of miracles that led him to Rebecca. When he

mission servant.
shared his story with her family, even though they were idol
worshipers, they acknowledged the Divine hand, saying, “The matter
was decreed by the LORD” (Bereshith 24:50).

But a question arises: if a person’s soulmate is predetermined by
Heaven, why did Eliezer need to go to such lengths? He prayed, asked
for a sign, and negotiated with Rebecca’s family. Couldn’t he just rely
on G-d’s plan and let things happen naturally?

This teaches us a powerful lesson about the partnership between
Divine providence and human effort. The Talmud explains that a
person’s first match (zivug rishon) is decreed in Heaven even before
they are born, but it is only in potential. To realize this potential, a
person must make an effort and live a righteous life. If they do not,
they may find a second match (zivug sheni), a more complicated
process dependent on their actions.

The Midrash connects this concept to the well (be’er). A well

represents a partnership between G-d and man. The water
(representing the soulmate) is already underground, but one must dig
to access it.

This is the deeper message behind Eliezer’s efforts. While G-d’s
providence was guiding him, his prayers, planning, and persistence
were essential to uncovering Isaac’s destined match.

The lesson is clear: even when something is decreed by Heaven, we
must take action. Divine blessings often come to fruition when

combined with our effort and initiative.
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	In the merit of Yosef Ben Tzvi Avigdor Margolias
	This week’s parsha picks up where last week’s left off. We are told that Sarah died at the age of 127 years as a result of last week’s akeida. Rashi explains that although Avraham ended up not slaughtering his son Yitzchak, as the angel of Hashem stopped him at the last second, Sarah was told by the Satan that Yitzchak was being killed by his father, at which point she passed away from anxiety. Now Avraham arrives home to find that his beloved wife was dead. He goes to the Hittites to procure the maarat hamachpeila as a burial plot for Sarah. He haggles with Efron the Hitti over the price of the cave, finally settling on the high price of 400 shekels. This story seems unremarkable and would be passed over if it weren’t for the gemara at the end of the first Chapter of Bava Batra. The gemara describes how the Satan travelled all over the world, trying to find the biggest tzaddik he could. After he found it, he came to Hashem and extolled the virtues of Avraham Avinu! Avraham was the Satan’s pick for tzaddik of the world! If I had to venture a guess as to why the Satan picked Avraham, I would have made reference to Avraham’s ten tests, the greatest one being the akeida, binding, of his son Yitzchak.  However, that is not what impressed the Satan. What moved the Satan to nominate Avraham as tzaddik of the world was that despite the fact that Hashem gave the land of Israel to Avraham, he did not complain when he was forced to pay for Sara’s burial cave! This story from this week’s parsha, that Avraham gave Efron 400 shekels for the cave, is what amazed the Satan. Now don’t get me wrong, I am not minimizing this episode. Paying for something when it is already yours can be truly annoying and frustrating, but that it impressed the Satan more than the akeida of Yitzchak, that seems like an exaggeration! What lesson is the Torah trying to teach us by juxtaposing the test of the akeida to the test of paying money for a
	burial plot? I beleive the Torah is teaching us that dedicating one’s life or one’s son’s life to Hashem is certainly a great feat, but dedicating one’s money can sometimes be even harder. We find this sentiment in the second verse of Kriyat Shema. The Torah commands us to love Hashem with all our heart, with all of our life and with all of our money! The Torah places life before money as if to imply that for some, investing their money in Judaism can be even more difficult than dedicating his life. Avraham’s earlier challenges taught us that we have to dedicate our  lives to Hashem. The test of the akeida taught how we have to dedicate our children’s lives to Hashem and this week’s challenge teaches how we have to dedicate our money to Hashem, even when it doesn’t seem justified. Avraham understood that if Efron demanded 400 shekels for the burial plot, it was ultimately Hashem who was demanding this of Avraham! How often in life do we cut corners when it comes to our own religious observance, or our children’s education because of monetary considerations? When it comes to material possessions, which bring us social standing, how often do we choose the more expensive and prestigious brand, despite the fact that the cheaper brand is sufficient for our needs? Yet the very same person, who may indulge and pay extra for a fancier car, will choose the 80 shekel etrog over the 300 shekel etrog, justifying to himself that the cheaper etrog is equally sufficient. Avraham saw religious significance in the maarat hamachpeila and was willing to pay a huge amount of money to procure it, even though one could say that a burial plot is a burial plot. He was willing to give himself, his son and his money for Hashem! May we too learn from Avraham how to give all for Hashem!
	The Midrash connects this concept to the well (be’er). A well represents a partnership between G-d and man. The water (representing the soulmate) is already underground, but one must dig to access it. This is the deeper message behind Eliezer’s efforts. While G-d’s providence was guiding him, his prayers, planning, and persistence were essential to uncovering Isaac’s destined match. The lesson is clear: even when something is decreed by Heaven, we must take action. Divine blessings often come to fruition when combined with our effort and initiative.

	Divine Providence and Finding a Soulmate
	Rabbi Guy Dvir
	In this week’s parasha, we learn about finding Isaac’s soulmate through the mission of Eliezer, Abraham’s servant. Eliezer experienced a series of miracles that led him to Rebecca. When he shared his story with her family, even though they were idol worshipers, they acknowledged the Divine hand, saying, “The matter was decreed by the LORD” (Bereshith 24:50). But a question arises: if a person’s soulmate is predetermined by Heaven, why did Eliezer need to go to such lengths? He prayed, asked for a sign, and negotiated with Rebecca’s family. Couldn’t he just rely on G-d’s plan and let things happen naturally? This teaches us a powerful lesson about the partnership between Divine providence and human effort. The Talmud explains that a person’s first match (zivug rishon) is decreed in Heaven even before they are born, but it is only in potential. To realize this potential, a person must make an effort and live a righteous life. If they do not, they may find a second match (zivug sheni), a more complicated process dependent on their actions.
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