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The paragraph that we recite when we open the Aron Kodesh to

”

remove the Torah scroll, “Vayehi Binsoa Ha’aron...” is found in our
parsha with backward “nun”s before and after, indicating that the
parsha is actually “out of place.” Rashi explains that this paragraph
should really appear in Parshat Bamidbar where the Torah describes
the movements of the tribes, yet the Torah transplanted it in our
parsha to act as a barrier between two negative episodes. The
medrash explains the first episode as being the one where the passuk
states how “the Jews traveled three days from the Mountain of G-d...”
Although there doesn’t seem to be anything remiss about this event,
as they were clearly ordered by Hashem and Moshe to travel,
nevertheless, the medrash claims that they left Har Sinai happily, as a
schoolboy would gleefully run out of school when the day was over.
The people had been at Mount Sinai for close to an entire year,
learning Torah daily from Moshe. Although Hashem ordered them to
leave, He was upset that the people left so happily. Had they truly
appreciated the privilege of learning Torah at Mount Sinai, they would
have left wistfully and not gleefully. This is the negative episode that
precedes the “Vayehi Binsoa Ha’aron” paragraph.

If we contrast this travel episode with their travels after the splitting
of the Red Sea, we see a stark difference. Rashi explains that Moshe

Just as the Jewish nation received clear guidance under the expertise of
Moshe Rabbeinu, communities today also need trusted guidance when
facing challenges, disputes, and complex questions. For this reason we have
established the new RCK Rabbinical Court (Beit Din) — to provide halachic
clarity and sensitive resolution for those in need.

Over the past few weeks, our Beit Din has already handled several cases,
helping families and individuals resolve issues of monetary disputes, family
harmony, wills, and more — all with dignity, professionalism, and care.

If you or someone you know could benefit from this service, feel free to
reach out via WhatsApp at 058-7945168. We're here for you — to serve our
community faithfully, with Torah at the center.

When the Cloud StandS Still Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
The cloud that guided the Jewish people in the Midbar—KIlal Yisrael’s

GPS—was often unpredictable. We are told in this week’s parsha that
when the cloud moved, we moved. When the cloud stopped, we
stopped. The Ramban comments that sometimes the stops were very
lengthy, while other times, incredibly short. There are two types of
people: those who unpack their clothes in the hotel, and those who
live out of a suitcase. The thought behind the suitcase model is, we're
only here for a day or two—no reason to get comfy.

But the Jewish people did get comfy. They could have been walking for
days, weeks, months—and finally! The cloud stops. The joy! The
incredible relief of being able to finally unpack, set up the tent, relax.
And then, all of a sudden, just as the last pair of socks is tucked into
the drawer, the cloud begins to move again. We’re back on the road.
And on the opposite extreme, sometimes the stay in one place was
dragged out. The conditions weren’t ideal. We can imagine the Jews
davening and davening for the cloud to just move already—bring them
closer to the final destination of Eretz Yisrael! And through all of that,

had to drag them away from the Red Sea, as they were too busy
gathering valuables that the Sea had washed up from the dead
Egyptians. Although they had already gathered a fortune, they
wanted to gather more and more until Moshe finally forced them to
leave.

When it came to gathering wealth, they needed to be dragged away.
When it came to gathering Torah, they were only too happy to leave
when “school was over”. Hashem was upset by this because it
illustrated how the people had their priorities reversed!

Hashem designed us with a need to want more and more, but He
meant for us to use this innate drive for spiritual endeavors.

When it comes to Torah and mitzvot, Hashem doesn’t want us to be
satisfied, resting on our laurels. When it comes to material wealth we
should adopt the attitude that what we have is enough. The people
got it wrong. They should have happily left the Red Sea after having
gathered a small fortune, not insisting on taking a larger fortune, and
they should have needed to be dragged away from Mt. Sinai, insisting
that they wanted to linger their longer to learn more Torah.

Let’s make sure to learn from their mistakes. Let’s try to make due
with less when it comes to materialism, but let’s stay hungry when it
comes to learning more Torah and performing more mitzvot!
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the Jewish people faithfully followed Hashem’s command. We follow
Hashem devoutly and trustfully. We place our complete confidence in
Him, even when His guidance seems incomprehensible to us.
Sometimes we find ourselves in what we believe to be the perfect
place. Everything looks great, we can kick our feet up and relax. And
then, suddenly, Hashem has different plans. We need to move. The
job we thought would be forever—ends. The relationship, the
community, the surroundings—change. Alternatively, sometimes we
feel stuck. We’ve been davening for the cloud to move. We know
where we want to be, we have the destination in mind, and this
pitstop feels like it’s holding us back. We need change! And yet,
Hashem has other plans. We stay. We continue on the current path.
But through all of this: “Al pi Hashem yachanu, v’al pi Hashem yisa’u.”
We place our trust in Hashem and know that He has a plan.

Klal Yisrael right now is waiting. For a country that was once blessed
with a six-day victory, 600 days has us itching for an end. We're
davening for the cloud to move. We're davening for a new reality.
One where families are reunited. One where soldiers can come home.
May we see that day soon.
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	The paragraph that we recite when we open the Aron Kodesh to remove the Torah scroll, “Vayehi Binsoa Ha’aron...” is found in our parsha with backward “nun”s before and after, indicating that the parsha is actually “out of place.” Rashi explains that this paragraph should really appear in Parshat Bamidbar where the Torah describes the movements of the tribes, yet the Torah transplanted it in our parsha to act as a barrier between two negative episodes. The medrash explains the first episode as being the one where the passuk states how “the Jews traveled three days from the Mountain of G-d...” Although there doesn’t seem to be anything remiss about this event, as they were clearly ordered by Hashem and Moshe to travel, nevertheless, the medrash claims that they left Har Sinai happily, as a schoolboy would gleefully run out of school when the day was over. The people had been at Mount Sinai for close to an entire year, learning Torah daily from Moshe. Although Hashem ordered them to leave, He was upset that the people left so happily. Had they truly appreciated the privilege of learning Torah at Mount Sinai, they would have left wistfully and not gleefully. This is the negative episode that precedes the “Vayehi Binsoa Ha’aron” paragraph. If we contrast this travel episode with their travels after the splitting of the Red Sea, we see a stark difference. Rashi explains that Moshe
	had to drag them away from the Red Sea, as they were too busy gathering valuables that the Sea had washed up from the dead Egyptians. Although they had already gathered a fortune, they wanted to gather more and more until Moshe finally forced them to leave. When it came to gathering wealth, they needed to be dragged away. When it came to gathering Torah, they were only too happy to leave when “school was over”. Hashem was upset by this because it illustrated how the people had their priorities reversed! Hashem designed us with a need to want more and more, but He meant for us to use this innate drive for spiritual endeavors. When it comes to Torah and mitzvot, Hashem doesn’t want us to be satisfied, resting on our laurels. When it comes to material wealth we should adopt the attitude that what we have is enough. The people got it wrong. They should have happily left the Red Sea after having gathered a small fortune, not insisting on taking a larger fortune, and they should have needed to be dragged away from Mt. Sinai, insisting that they wanted to linger their longer to learn more Torah. Let’s make sure to learn from their mistakes. Let’s try to make due with less when it comes to materialism, but let’s stay hungry when it comes to learning more Torah and performing more mitzvot!
	Just as the Jewish nation received clear guidance under the expertise of Moshe Rabbeinu, communities today also need trusted guidance when facing challenges, disputes, and complex questions. For this reason we have established the new RCK Rabbinical Court (Beit Din) – to provide halachic clarity and sensitive resolution for those in need. Over the past few weeks, our Beit Din has already handled several cases, helping families and individuals resolve issues of monetary disputes, family harmony, wills, and more – all with dignity, professionalism, and care. If you or someone you know could benefit from this service, feel free to reach out via WhatsApp at 058-7945168. We’re here for you – to serve our community faithfully, with Torah at the center.
	When the Cloud Stands Still
	Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
	The cloud that guided the Jewish people in the Midbar—Klal Yisrael’s GPS—was often unpredictable. We are told in this week’s parsha that when the cloud moved, we moved. When the cloud stopped, we stopped. The Ramban comments that sometimes the stops were very lengthy, while other times, incredibly short. There are two types of people: those who unpack their clothes in the hotel, and those who live out of a suitcase. The thought behind the suitcase model is, we’re only here for a day or two—no reason to get comfy. But the Jewish people did get comfy. They could have been walking for days, weeks, months—and finally! The cloud stops. The joy! The incredible relief of being able to finally unpack, set up the tent, relax. And then, all of a sudden, just as the last pair of socks is tucked into the drawer, the cloud begins to move again. We’re back on the road. And on the opposite extreme, sometimes the stay in one place was dragged out. The conditions weren’t ideal. We can imagine the Jews davening and davening for the cloud to just move already—bring them closer to the final destination of Eretz Yisrael! And through all of that,
	the Jewish people faithfully followed Hashem’s command. We follow Hashem devoutly and trustfully. We place our complete confidence in Him, even when His guidance seems incomprehensible to us. Sometimes we find ourselves in what we believe to be the perfect place. Everything looks great, we can kick our feet up and relax. And then, suddenly, Hashem has different plans. We need to move. The job we thought would be forever—ends. The relationship, the community, the surroundings—change. Alternatively, sometimes we feel stuck. We’ve been davening  for the cloud to move. We know where we want to be, we have the destination in mind, and this pitstop feels like it’s holding us back. We need change! And yet, Hashem has other plans. We stay. We continue on the current path. But through all of this: “Al pi Hashem yachanu, v’al pi Hashem yisa’u.” We place our trust in Hashem and know that He has a plan. Klal Yisrael right now is waiting. For a country that was once blessed with a six-day victory, 600 days has us itching for an end. We’re davening for the cloud to move. We’re davening for a new reality. One where families are reunited. One where soldiers can come home. May we see that day soon.
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