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Parshat Toldot tells us the story of our second Patriach, Yitzchak.
Aside from a few major events in Yitzchak’s life, his life seemed
pretty uneventful. Indeed, the Torah has very little to recount to us.
The Torah regals us with interesting stories surrounding Avraham’s
life and Yaakov’s life, but very few regarding Yitzchak’s. The first
major event we read about in the Torah regarding Yitzchak, the
Akeidah, was not even of his own doing. Hashem commanded
Avraham to offer his son Yitzchak as a sacrifice. Avraham chose to do
this without asking Yitzchak for his consent. This was the first major
incident we read about. In last week’s parsha, we read how he got
married to a woman, not of his own choosing. This week, at the end
of Parshat Toldot, we have the last major episode of his life where he
seemingly gave the blessings to the wrong son, as he was tricked into
giving the blessings to Yaakov in place of Eisav.

His entire life he seems to have been “played” by others. It appears
that he lived a life of reaction as opposed to one of action.

The only time we find Yitzchak living actively is when he was digging
wells. But even then, he did not dig new wells. He redug and
repaired the wells that his father Avraham had dug in his days, which
the Philistines had sabotaged by filling them in later on. Although in
the end, Yitzchak did manage to dig a new well, which he named
Beersheva, he seems to have achieved little in life. Why is Yitzchak
then, considered to be one of our forefathers? The Avot, forefathers,
were trailblazers, developing a manner of serving Hashem that we
are meant to emulate.

Avraham developed the midda of Chessed, kindness. He taught us
the power of connection that comes from emulating Hashem’s acts
of kindness. Yaakov developed the midda of Emet, truth. He taught
us the power of connection that comes from emulating Hashem’s
adherence to truth.

What midda did Yitzchak develop that could justify our calling him a
forefather? Our sages tell us that Yitzchak developed the midda of
Gevurah. The midda of Gevurah is sometimes described as might,
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power, discipline or strictness. Where do we find these attributes in
Yitzchak’s seemingly uneventful life?

| believe that this attribute can be found, not despite his life, but
because of his life. The fact that Yitzchak was content to pursue the
same ambitions as his father before him, without yearning to do
more than his father, is the greatest act of gevurah we can learn
from him.

Hashem designed us with a strong desire to feel like we are in
control of our own lives, to accomplish great things on our own,
while not relying on the help of others. We are seldom satisfied to
walk in the footsteps of our parents and grandparents. We crave
newness and originality. We want to leave our own mark on the
world and we want to be self sufficient in doing so.

We certainly want the liberty of choosing our own destiny, whether
it comes to matters of life and death, or whether choosing a spouse.
Allowing others to choose major life decisions for us is seen in our
society as archaic and irresponsible.

Yitzchak taught us that these desires are often the tools of the evil
inclination. Yitzchak is at peace, allowing his father and Eliezer to
choose his wife. He is at peace, allowing his father to choose
whether he is to be sacrificed or not. He is happy to redig the wells
of his father, and he is content when he finds out that he gave the
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blessings to the “wrong” son. His ability to feel content in life
required tremendous gevurah, self discipline and strength, by
realizing that ultimately it was Hashem who was behind every
decision. Yitzchak taught us that we do not have to “one-up” our
parents. If our parents lived a life of Kiddush Hashem, then our goal
should be to do the same.

In the end, we are all put on Earth for the same task, to bring honor
and glory to Hashem’s name. What worked for Avraham, works for
Yitzchak and it should work for us as well! As | approach my beloved
father’s fifth yartzheit, | only hope to continue digging the same
wells that he dedicated his life to digging, | may say, so successfully!
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel

Q: If it starts raining on Shabbos and laundry is hanging outside, can we
take it down so it doesn’t get wet?

A: If the laundry was dry when Shabbos began — it is permitted. If it
was wet at the start of Shabbos — it depends on a dispute among the
poskim. Explanation: There are two issues: muktzah and preparing for

after Shabbos. According to the Mishnah Berurah, clothing that was
wet at the beginning of Shabbos is muktzah all day, because wet
clothes may not be handled due to the concern of squeezing. Even if
they dry later, since they were muktzah at the start of Shabbos, they
remain muktzah. Other poskim disagree and say that wet clothes are
not fully muktzah, since they can be carried by several people together
without squeezing, so once dry, they may be moved. Regarding
preparation for after Shabbos: the Chazon Ish writes that taking
laundry down to prevent it from getting wet again — so it won’t need
rewashing — is not considered preparing for weekday needs.

Summary: If the laundry was dry at the start of Shabbos — it is
permitted. If it was wet — the halacha depends on the dispute whether

such clothing is considered muktzah.
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How Much Is a Birthright Worth
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

The Value of the Birthright
The Torah tells us that Esav sold his birthright to Yaakov for a bowl! of
lentil soup. It sounds unbelievable — how can something so holy be

sold for something so cheap? Shouldn’t this be considered a “mistaken
sale,” and therefore invalid? So why is the sale completely binding?

A powerful story from Rav Meir Brandsdorfer zt”l helps explain this.
Rav Brandsdorfer was a famous mohel in Jerusalem who performed
thousands of brisos. Once, the day before a bris, the family called to
cancel. They explained that an uncle was also a mohel and wanted
very much to do the bris — and he was even willing to pay 20,000
shekels for the privilege. Rav Brandsdorfer said immediately: “If that’s
the case, I'll pay the same amount. It is very important to me to
perform this bris.”

His family was shocked — he already had a bris scheduled that day!
Why would he offer so much money?

For questions: 0584810910 @

Q: During a stretch of several rainy days with lots of thunder and
lightning — how often should we say the blessings on thunder and
lightning? Is one blessing per week enough?

A: If the clouds completely clear and the sky becomes totally clear,
then when a new storm comes and the clouds gather again — even on
the same day — you make the blessings again.

But as long as the clouds never fully cleared, one blessing covers the
entire period.

However, after waking up from a full night’s sleep, you make the
blessings again, because sleep is considered a full interruption — even
if the clouds never cleared during the night.
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He explained: “No one ever asked me how much a bris is worth to me.
But today, if | don’t match the offer, it means | am declaring — without
saying it — that a bris is worth less than 20,000 shekels to me.

And if | say that now, that becomes the value of every bris | have ever
done and will ever do. But if | am willing to give a large amount, | am
showing that the mitzvah has no price. Its value cannot be measured in
money. It is priceless.”

From here we learn something huge: Spiritual things don’t have a fixed
price. We determine their value by how much they matter to us.

So how much was the birthright worth? There is no set price. Esav
himself set the value when he agreed to trade it for lentil soup. That
showed what it meant to him — almost nothing.

But once it came into Yaakov’s hands, the birthright could never be
bought again. For Yaakov, it wasn’t a product you can sell. It was holy,
precious, beyond price.

In every spiritual area — the value is not in the object, but in the heart
of the person. You decide how valuable it is.
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	Parshat Toldot tells us the story of our second Patriach, Yitzchak. Aside from a few major events in Yitzchak’s life, his life seemed pretty uneventful. Indeed, the Torah has very little to recount to us. The Torah regals us with interesting stories surrounding Avraham’s life and Yaakov’s life, but very few regarding Yitzchak’s. The first major event we read about in the Torah regarding Yitzchak, the Akeidah, was not even of his own doing. Hashem commanded Avraham to offer his son Yitzchak as a sacrifice. Avraham chose to do this without asking Yitzchak for his consent. This was the first major incident we read about. In last week’s parsha, we read how he got married to a woman, not of his own choosing. This week, at the end of Parshat Toldot, we have the last major episode of his life where he seemingly gave the blessings to the wrong son, as he was tricked into giving the blessings to Yaakov in place of Eisav. His entire life he seems to have been “played” by others. It appears that he lived a life of reaction as opposed to one of action. The only time we find Yitzchak living actively is when he was digging wells. But even then, he did not dig new wells. He redug and repaired the wells that his father Avraham had dug in his days, which the Philistines had sabotaged by filling them in later on. Although in the end, Yitzchak did manage to dig a new well, which he named Beersheva, he seems to have achieved little in life. Why is Yitzchak then, considered to be one of our forefathers? The Avot, forefathers, were trailblazers, developing a manner of serving Hashem that we are meant to emulate. Avraham developed the midda of Chessed, kindness. He taught us the power of connection that comes from emulating Hashem’s acts of kindness. Yaakov developed the midda of Emet, truth. He taught us the power of connection that comes from emulating Hashem’s adherence to truth.  What midda did Yitzchak develop that could justify our calling him a forefather? Our sages tell us that Yitzchak developed the midda of Gevurah. The midda of Gevurah is sometimes described as might,
	power, discipline or strictness. Where do we find these attributes in Yitzchak’s seemingly uneventful life? I believe that this attribute can be found, not despite his life, but because of his life. The fact that Yitzchak was content to pursue the same ambitions as his father before him, without yearning to do more than his father, is the greatest act of gevurah we can learn from him. Hashem designed us with a strong desire to feel like we are in control of our own lives, to accomplish great things on our own, while not relying on the help of others. We are seldom satisfied to walk in the footsteps of our parents and grandparents. We crave newness and originality. We want to leave our own mark on the world and we want to be self sufficient in doing so. We certainly want the liberty of choosing our own destiny, whether it comes to matters of life and death, or whether choosing a spouse. Allowing others to choose major life decisions for us is seen in our society as archaic and irresponsible. Yitzchak taught us that these desires are often the tools of the evil inclination. Yitzchak is at peace, allowing his father and Eliezer to choose his wife. He is at peace, allowing his father to choose whether he is to be sacrificed or not. He is happy to redig the wells of his father, and he is content when he finds out that he gave the blessings to the “wrong” son. His ability to feel content in life required tremendous gevurah, self discipline and strength, by realizing that ultimately it was Hashem who was behind every decision. Yitzchak taught us that we do not have to “one-up” our parents. If our parents lived a life of Kiddush Hashem, then our goal should be to do the same. In the end, we are all put on Earth for the same task, to bring honor and glory to Hashem’s name. What worked for Avraham, works for Yitzchak and it should work for us as well! As I approach my beloved father’s fifth yartzheit, I only hope to continue digging the same wells that he dedicated his life to digging, I may say, so successfully!


