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Rivka and Yitzchak were married for twenty years before Hashem
gave them children. They each prayed to Hashem intensively until
Hashem finally relented to their prayers allowing her to conceive. The
Torah explains that she was pregnant with twins and that they
struggled within her womb, prompting her to cry out with the words,
“if so, why am I?” And she went to seek out Hashem.

Rashi explains that that the babies struggles caused her immense pain
to the degree that she cried out that if this is what pregnancy
demands, why did | pray for it so hard! She then went to the prophet
to ask what would become of her difficult pregnancy, if she would
survive it. The prophet then told her that she has two nations growing
inside of her! It would seem from Rashi, that Rivkah was unaware
that she was carrying twins and she was despondent that a regular
pregnancy should be so painful. She was afraid that something was
seriously wrong and therefore sought out the prophet to find out
what would be in the end.

Rashi brings a medrash that explains that whenever Rivkah would
walk by the Yeshiva of Shem V’Ever, Yaakov would stir and try to
come out! When she would walk by a house of idolatry, Eisav would
stir and try to come out. It was these stirrings that caused her unusual
pain, prompting her to question if the pregnancy was normal.

On a deeper level, we can explain her pain as being not physical but
emotional.

Rivkah was under the impression that she was carrying one baby.
When she felt the baby pressing to get out whenever she passed by
both the Yeshiva and the house of idols, she was afraid that she was
carrying one baby who was attracted to multiple religions! A baby
that one day is into Judaism and the next day into idols! For this pain,
she cries out, “If so, if this is the baby that Hashem has given me, why
did | pray so hard?”

This response of hers is eye opening! Imagine a woman who has been
childless for many years and she finally becomes pregnant but the
doctors tell her that the child will be born with a small handicap, the
woman would still be overjoyed. She would not regret her pregnancy
over a small handicap. After many years of being barren, she would

be thrilled to have any child. Rivkah spent twenty years of her life
unable to have children. When she finally becomes pregnant, she
regrets her pregnancy, not because she thought that her child would
be handicapped physically, but because she thought that he was
handicapped spiritually! For this she would regret her pregnancy?

We see from Rivkah’s cry that, despite the innate need for a woman
to have children, as Rachel puts it to Yaakov many years later, “Give
me children or | am as good as dead!”, she only wants children if they
will have the potential to live a Torah life. To raise a child who, even
from the womb, shows a propensity for idol worship, in Rivkah’s
mind, is not a child worth raising!

Of course, she was placated when the prophet told her that she
actually had two babies in her womb, one that would be totally pure
and live for Torah, and one that would be greatly challenged!

It could also be for this reason that Rivkah was never fooled by Eisav’s
supposed righteousness, as Yitzchak was. The Torah states how
Yitzchak loved Eisav because his hunt was in his mouth. Rashi explains
that Eisav lured Yitzchak into loving him with the trappings of his
mouth. He would ask his father how one should tithe salt, creating a
facade that he was a tzaddik who was meticulous in keeping Halacha.
Why is it that only Yitzchak fell for his ruse but not Rivkah? It is
because only Rivkah knew about Eisav’s orientation for good and evil
due to her experience with him when he was in her womb. She knew
to be wary of Eisav’s sincerities, whereas Yitzchak was unaware of
Eisav’s beginnings.

This also explains why when she heard that Yitzchak wished to give
Eisav the blessings, she devised a plot for Yaakov to receive the
blessings in Eisav’s place. Again, only she was aware of Eisav’s true
limitations as they were revealed to her in her pregnancy.

We learn from this parsha how it is not enough to just pray to
Hashem to grant us children. We must pray that Hashem blesses us
with proper children, with righteous children, with children who will
respect their parents and will serve Hashem and be committed to
Torah observance for their entire lives. Raising children to be shining
examples of who we are as Jews, is the longing of every parent!
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Be an Ambassador for the Raanana Community Kollel!

Join us as we launch our year-end fundraiser to secure funding for the
upcoming year. This campaign supports Torah learning, enhances
Yahadut,
Ambassador, you will lead this mission, energize our supporters, and
help keep the flame of Torah burning brightly in Raanana and Eretz
Yisrael. Here’s how it works:
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« On Tuesday, December 10 at 8 PM, join us at a rally event at 198
Ahuza with a rich buffet being served.
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effectively.
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%91+%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%93%D7%99%D7%94+%D7%9E%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%90+8+%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%A2%D7%93%E2%80%AD/@32.0676946,34.9440194,12z/data=!3m1!4b1?hl=iw
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	Rivka and Yitzchak were married for twenty years before Hashem gave them children. They each prayed to Hashem intensively until Hashem finally relented to their prayers allowing her to conceive. The Torah explains that she was pregnant with twins and that they struggled within her womb, prompting her to cry out with the words, “if so, why am I?” And she went to seek out Hashem. Rashi explains that that the babies struggles caused her immense pain to the degree that she cried out that if this is what pregnancy demands, why did I pray for it so hard! She then went to the prophet to ask what would become of her difficult pregnancy, if she would survive it. The prophet then told her that she has two nations growing inside of her! It would seem from Rashi, that Rivkah was unaware that she was carrying twins and she was despondent that a regular pregnancy should be so painful. She was afraid that something was seriously wrong and therefore sought out the prophet to find out what would be in the end. Rashi brings a medrash that explains that whenever Rivkah would walk by the Yeshiva of Shem V’Ever, Yaakov would stir and try to come out! When she would walk by a house of idolatry, Eisav would stir and try to come out. It was these stirrings that caused her unusual pain, prompting her to question if the pregnancy was normal. On a deeper level, we can explain her pain as being not physical but emotional. Rivkah was under the impression that she was carrying one baby. When she felt the baby pressing to get out whenever she passed by both the Yeshiva and the house of idols, she was afraid that she was carrying one baby who was attracted to multiple religions! A baby that one day is into Judaism and the next day into idols! For this pain, she cries out, “If so, if this is the baby that Hashem has given me, why did I pray so hard?”  This response of hers is eye opening! Imagine a woman who has been childless for many years and she finally becomes pregnant but the doctors tell her that the child will be born with a small handicap, the woman would still be overjoyed. She would not regret her pregnancy over a small handicap. After many years of being barren, she would
	be thrilled to have any child. Rivkah spent twenty years of her life unable to have children. When she finally becomes pregnant, she regrets her pregnancy, not because she thought that her child would be handicapped physically, but because she thought that he was handicapped spiritually! For this she would regret her pregnancy? We see from Rivkah’s cry that, despite the innate need for a woman to have children, as Rachel puts it to Yaakov many years later, “Give me children or I am as good as dead!”, she only wants children if they will have the potential to live a Torah life. To raise a child who, even from the womb, shows a propensity for idol worship, in Rivkah’s mind, is not a child worth raising! Of course, she was placated when the prophet told her that she actually had two babies in her womb, one that would be totally pure and live for Torah, and one that would be greatly challenged! It could also be for this reason that Rivkah was never fooled by Eisav’s supposed righteousness, as Yitzchak was. The Torah states how Yitzchak loved Eisav because his hunt was in his mouth. Rashi explains that Eisav lured Yitzchak into loving him with the trappings of his mouth. He would ask his father how one should tithe salt, creating a facade that he was a tzaddik who was meticulous in keeping Halacha. Why is it that only Yitzchak fell for his ruse but not Rivkah? It is because only Rivkah knew about Eisav’s orientation for good and evil due to her experience with him when he was in her womb. She knew to be wary of Eisav’s sincerities, whereas Yitzchak was unaware of  Eisav’s beginnings. This also explains why when she heard that Yitzchak wished to give Eisav the blessings, she devised a plot for Yaakov to receive the blessings in Eisav’s place. Again, only she was aware of Eisav’s true limitations as they were revealed to her in her pregnancy. We learn from this parsha how it is not enough to just pray to Hashem to grant us children. We must pray that Hashem blesses us with proper children, with righteous children, with children who will respect their parents and will serve Hashem and be committed to Torah observance for their entire lives. Raising children to be shining examples of who we are as Jews, is the longing of every parent!
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	Ambassador Invitation
	Your leadership will make a difference!  Please RSVP to this invitation to confirm your participation. Warmly, Dovid Horwitz
	Be an Ambassador for the Raanana Community Kollel! Join us as we launch our year-end fundraiser to secure funding for the upcoming year. This campaign supports Torah learning, enhances Yahadut, and strengthens our community. By becoming an Ambassador, you will lead this mission, energize our supporters, and help keep the flame of Torah burning brightly in Raanana and Eretz Yisrael. Here’s how it works:
	On Tuesday, December 10 at 8 PM, join us at a rally event at 198 Ahuza with a rich buffet being served.
	We’ll explain your role and provide tools like email templates, WhatsApp messages, and scripts to help you raise funds effectively.
	The campaign launches on Sunday, December 15, running for two days.
	RCKOLLEL.COM
	בס”ד



	Torah Bytes
	16:17
	17:16
	שאל את הרב
	אנא אשרו את השתתפותכם באירוע על ידי סריקת הברקוד. בתודה ובהערכה, הרב דוד הורווויץ



