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MOSHE COMMANDING HASHEM???
_# | RABBI DOVID HORWITZ

There is a verse in this week’s parsha whose uniqueness goes
unnoticed by most readers. “Vayidaber Moshe el Hashem Leimor,
and Moshe spoke to Hashem saying...” We are only too familiar with
the verse, “And Hashem spoke to Moshe saying...” but this is the
first and only time in the entire Torah where we find Moshe
“commanding” Hashem to do something!!

Rashi explains that immediately prior to this episode, Hashem
instructed Moshe to award the daughters of Tzelafchad their
father’s inheritance. Now that he saw that Hashem was involving
Himself in matters of family, Moshe thought it an appropriate time
to speak to Hashem about his own family matters, namely,
appointing his son as his successor. Hashem tells Moshe that
Yehoshua would be the more appropriate choice since he never left
Moshe side and was therefore a more worthy successor.

It is understandable that Moshe would want his son to succeed him
as the Jewish leader, but the choice of words that the Torah uses,
“vayidaber”, is striking. It suggests that Moshe spoke strongly with
Hashem, demanding, not requesting, that his son succeed him. How
could Moshe make such a demand? Does Hashem owe Moshe
anything? The Baal HaTurim seems to suggest that yes, Hashem
owed him that. Moshe spoke to Hashem with the word “vayidaber”
to remind Hashem of all of the times that He faithfully relayed all of
the “vayidabers” of Hashem to the Jewish people! One hundred and
seventy five times Hashem instructed Moshe to speak on His behalf
to the Jewish people. “It is now time that I, Moshe, instruct you,
Hashem, to do something for me!” The words also suggest that
Moshe was not asking Hashem for a “favor.” He was demanding his
rights, according to the laws of inheritance just given, that his son
inherit his leadership. Indeed, Moshe had a strong claim!

Hashem answers Moshe, almost apologetically, that although he had
a valid “dibbur”, claim, He could not accommodate him, for
Yehoshua, through his toil, deserved to follow in Moshe’s footsteps.
When it comes to leadership, inheritance is not enough to validate

BE A “»Naj7” FOR YOUR CHILDREN!
4D | RABBI RAPHAEL STOHL

The Torah tells us that Pinchas, with his daring act of violence,
brought... PEACE! Wow! What was the nature of this peace?

The Navi famously tells us that Eliyahu HaNavi (who has the same
neshamah as Pinchas!) will bring about peace between parents and
children (Malachi 3:24): “Dniax 7v 0'11 171 012 7V NIAN 27 2'winl”. What
type of peace is the Navi referring to? The {7109 refers to Jewish
children bonding with their parents through the most precious, long-
living pact that we share: our mesorah, our heritage, our Torah... the
most exalted PEACE of all.

How do we merit such peace? How do we ensure that our children
follow our beloved mesorah? Pinchas teaches us that we need, when
it comes to our children, to be a “/N1j7”! We need to show strength,
courage, and deep care for our values. We need to demonstrate to
our children, always, how much we care about our mesorah and our
Torah. It’s not enough to rely on schools, friends, and surroundings.
Our children need us to be bold, to be active, to do whatever it takes
to help them thrive in Torah. Through our efforts, may we merit to
greet Eliyahu together... DNIAN 7V 012 171 022 7V NIAN 27 2wl
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who will be chosen leader. One must toil and put in the necessary
effort to become worthy leadership material. Yehoshua, therefore,
deserved this position more than Moshe’s own flesh and blood.

In the very next parsha, Hashem commands Moshe to instruct the
people about which sacrifices to bring daily, on Shabbat, on Rosh
Chodesh and on the Festivals. Rashi links the two portions together.
Hashem tells Moshe, “Now that you are finished instructing Me, let
Me instruct you... about sacrifices.” One of the sacrifices brought on
Rosh Chodesh is the “sin offering for Hashem”. The gemara in
Chullin points out that only the sin offering of Rosh Chodesh is
referred to as an offering “for Hashem”! Hashem wants us to bring a
sin offering to atone, so to speak, for the “infraction” that Hashem
Himself committed by making the moon smaller than the sun.
Because of this, Hashem instructs us to bring a sin offering for Him
on Rosh Chodesh when we commemorate the new moon!

Perhaps we can also suggest that we are bringing a sin offering “for
Hashem” due to another “infraction” that He committed regarding
matters of the moon. The Sages describe Moshe as the sun and
Yehoshua as the moon! Hashem may have felt “guilty” for bypassing
Moshe’s child as the successor to Moshe, only to award it to
Yehoshua, the moon!

Hashem, as it were, was caught between “a rock and a hard place.”
On the one hand, Moshe’s son deserved to become leader by
inheritance law and out of appreciation for all Moshe did for
Hashem, for the 175 times he faithfully relayed Hashem’s commands
to the people. On the other hand, Hashem knew that Yehoshua
would be the better leader for the people. In the end, Hashem had
to decide in favor of the people, but He still felt bad for having let
Moshe down! To placate him, He instructs us to bring a sin offering
every Rosh Chodesh when we remember the moon, an allusion to
Hashem’s choosing Yehoshua over Moshe’s son.

We learn from here that even when Hashem does things that go
against our understanding to the point that it doesn’t seem “fair”,
we must trust that Hashem has a plan that is in our best interests!
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Question: Early next week | will, b’ezras Hashem, be attending my
nephew’s bris. May | wear a new suit or eat a new fruit and fulfill
the Shehecheyanu through the brachah recited by the father of
the baby at the bris?

Answer: The accepted custom is not to recite Shehecheyanu during
the Three Weeks, except at occasions such as a bris milah or pidyon
haben.

The early poskim give two reasons for this custom.

First, these are days of mourning and tragedy. It seems
inappropriate to say, “Shehecheyanu... v’higianu lazman hazeh” —
thanking Hashem for bringing us to this time.

Second, the Three Weeks are a time when we reduce expressions of
joy. Since Shehecheyanu is recited over something that brings
happiness, we avoid new clothing and new fruits during this period.
Your question depends on which reason we follow.

If the issue is the joy of wearing new clothing or eating a new fruit,
then hearing someone else’s Shehecheyanu would not make a
difference. The act itself would still be inappropriate.

However, if the concern is mainly the brachah itself, then there is
room to permit it. Since you are not reciting Shehecheyanu yourself,
you may enjoy the new fruit while fulfilling the brachah through the
father of the baby.

Since most poskim emphasize the first reason, there is room to be
lenient. Therefore, before Rosh Chodesh Av, one may eat a new fruit
while relying on the father's Shehecheyanu, especially since some
authorities disagree with the entire custom of avoiding
Shehecheyanu during the Three Weeks, and the Shulchan Aruch
itself writes that it is “good to be careful,” rather than an absolute
prohibition.

The father should be informed beforehand so that he has you in
mind when reciting the brachah.

This leniency applies only until Rosh Chodesh Av. From Rosh
Chodesh Av onward, when we actively reduce expressions of joy,
one should not rely on this approach.

Eﬁ‘r WAITING WITH ANTICIPATION
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There are many things in life that we anticipate and wait for.

We are commanded to bring the Korban Tamid, the daily sacrifice,
in this week’s Parsha. The Pasuk (Bamidbar 28:2) states, “Korbani ...
TiShmiru LiHakriv Li BiMoado - My offering ... you shall take care to
offer to Me at its appointed time.” We are told to be careful and
vigilant to bring the daily sacrifice at its designated times, both
morning and evening.

However, the word Shamor has another meaning. When Yosef
approaches his father, Yaakov, to share his dreams of the family
bowing down to him, the Torah describes (Beraishis 37:11), “V’Aviv
Shamar Es Hadavar - but his father [Yaakov] guarded the matter.”
Rashi explains “Shamar - he guarded” means he awaited and
yearned for the day Yosef’s dreams would come to fruition. From
here we learn the word Shamor has the additional meaning of
anticipation and longing for something to occur.

Based on this, the Sfas Emes (Pinchas 5647) teaches TiShmeru
Lihakriv is a command to anticipate and await those moments when
the daily sacrifice is brought. When the Beis Hamikdash stood, that
meant waiting for when it was physically brought. While today in
exile, it means we have a Mitzvah to yearn for and desire the return
of the Beis HaMikidash and Korban Tamid. The Sfas Emes writes
further that today Tefillah stands in place of the sacrifices, and the

Question: When do the laws of the Three Weeks begin?

Answer: Although the fast itself begins only at alos hashachar (dawn),
the accepted ruling of the poskim is that the laws of the Three Weeks
begin the night before, on the eve of the 17th of Tammuz.

Therefore, beginning Wednesday night, one should not get married,
listen to music, or recite Shehecheyanu on a new fruit or new
garment. According to the Ashkenazi custom, one should also avoid
haircuts from that time onward (unless, of course, we merit the
Geulah before then).

Question: May | wear a new shirt during the Three Weeks?

Answer: Until Rosh Chodesh Av, there is no inherent prohibition
against buying or wearing new clothing because of the joy it brings.
The main concern is the brachah of Shehecheyanu. The custom is not
to recite this brachah during the Three Weeks, since it is
inappropriate to say, “Shehecheyanu... v’higianu lazman hazeh”
during a period associated with national mourning.

Nowadays, however, many people do not recite Shehecheyanu on a
new shirt, since it is not considered an especially significant garment
and does not bring enough joy to require the brachah.

Therefore, if you would not normally recite Shehecheyanu on a new
shirt, there is no halachic objection to buying or wearing one during
this period.

This leniency applies only until Rosh Chodesh Av. From Rosh
Chodesh Av until after Tishah B’Av, Chazal instruct us to reduce
expressions of joy and unnecessary purchases, and one should
therefore avoid buying or wearing new clothing during that time.
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Torah is teaching us we must also look forward to the times in our
day when we have opportunity to pray and speak with Hashem. Of
course, it’s sometimes challenging to have the peace and presence
of mind to look forward to davening, let alone to actually pray... But
in a beautiful book titled Prepare My Prayer, Rabbi Dov Singer
expresses the following poem and thought: “In the race that is life, in
which we run from task to task ... the secret is in the pause ... to quiet
the motor that pushes me constantly ... to calm my mind, to awaken
the inner desire concealed deep within, to stand before G-d, to enter
G-d’s gates.”

A key to looking forward to prayer is to find quiet moments in which
to awaken that inner desire to speak to Hashem and to give
expression to the inner longing which is often suppressed by the
commotion of life. In this way, we can hope to fulfill the command of
TiShmiru L’'Hakriv.

“Pischu She’arim, V’Yavo Goy Tzadik Shomer Emunim - Open the
gates, so a righteous nation, awaiting the realization [of G-d's
promise], may enter (Yeshayahu 26:2).” We are a nation that is
Shomer Emunim, that awaits and yearns for many things. But most of
all, we long for Hashem to fulfill his promise to end the exile, to bring
us to the Beis HaMikdash, and to open wide the gates of Tefillah.
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MOSHE COMMANDING HASHEM???
_# | RABBI DOVID HORWITZ

There is a verse in this week’s parsha whose uniqueness goes
unnoticed by most readers. “Vayidaber Moshe el Hashem Leimor,
and Moshe spoke to Hashem saying...” We are only too familiar with
the verse, “And Hashem spoke to Moshe saying...” but this is the
first and only time in the entire Torah where we find Moshe
“commanding” Hashem to do something!!

Rashi explains that immediately prior to this episode, Hashem
instructed Moshe to award the daughters of Tzelafchad their
father’s inheritance. Now that he saw that Hashem was involving
Himself in matters of family, Moshe thought it an appropriate time
to speak to Hashem about his own family matters, namely,
appointing his son as his successor. Hashem tells Moshe that
Yehoshua would be the more appropriate choice since he never left
Moshe side and was therefore a more worthy successor.

It is understandable that Moshe would want his son to succeed him
as the Jewish leader, but the choice of words that the Torah uses,
“vayidaber”, is striking. It suggests that Moshe spoke strongly with
Hashem, demanding, not requesting, that his son succeed him. How
could Moshe make such a demand? Does Hashem owe Moshe
anything? The Baal HaTurim seems to suggest that yes, Hashem
owed him that. Moshe spoke to Hashem with the word “vayidaber”
to remind Hashem of all of the times that He faithfully relayed all of
the “vayidabers” of Hashem to the Jewish people! One hundred and
seventy five times Hashem instructed Moshe to speak on His behalf
to the Jewish people. “It is now time that I, Moshe, instruct you,
Hashem, to do something for me!” The words also suggest that
Moshe was not asking Hashem for a “favor.” He was demanding his
rights, according to the laws of inheritance just given, that his son
inherit his leadership. Indeed, Moshe had a strong claim!

Hashem answers Moshe, almost apologetically, that although he had
a valid “dibbur”, claim, He could not accommodate him, for
Yehoshua, through his toil, deserved to follow in Moshe’s footsteps.
When it comes to leadership, inheritance is not enough to validate

BE A “»Naj7” FOR YOUR CHILDREN!
4N | RABBI RAPHAEL STOHL

The Torah tells us that Pinchas, with his daring act of violence,
brought... PEACE! Wow! What was the nature of this peace?

The Navi famously tells us that Eliyahu HaNavi (who has the same
neshamah as Pinchas!) will bring about peace between parents and
children (Malachi 3:24): “Dniax 7v 0'11 171 012 7V NIAN 27 2'winl”. What
type of peace is the Navi referring to? The {7109 refers to Jewish
children bonding with their parents through the most precious, long-
living pact that we share: our mesorah, our heritage, our Torah... the
most exalted PEACE of all.

How do we merit such peace? How do we ensure that our children
follow our beloved mesorah? Pinchas teaches us that we need, when
it comes to our children, to be a “/N1j7”! We need to show strength,
courage, and deep care for our values. We need to demonstrate to
our children, always, how much we care about our mesorah and our
Torah. It’s not enough to rely on schools, friends, and surroundings.
Our children need us to be bold, to be active, to do whatever it takes
to help them thrive in Torah. Through our efforts, may we merit to
greet Eliyahu together... DNIAN 7V 012 171 022 7V NIAN 27 2wl

N771IN-N711V AT1TAN
142 q1'm

who will be chosen leader. One must toil and put in the necessary
effort to become worthy leadership material. Yehoshua, therefore,
deserved this position more than Moshe’s own flesh and blood.

In the very next parsha, Hashem commands Moshe to instruct the
people about which sacrifices to bring daily, on Shabbat, on Rosh
Chodesh and on the Festivals. Rashi links the two portions together.
Hashem tells Moshe, “Now that you are finished instructing Me, let
Me instruct you... about sacrifices.” One of the sacrifices brought on
Rosh Chodesh is the “sin offering for Hashem”. The gemara in
Chullin points out that only the sin offering of Rosh Chodesh is
referred to as an offering “for Hashem”! Hashem wants us to bring a
sin offering to atone, so to speak, for the “infraction” that Hashem
Himself committed by making the moon smaller than the sun.
Because of this, Hashem instructs us to bring a sin offering for Him
on Rosh Chodesh when we commemorate the new moon!

Perhaps we can also suggest that we are bringing a sin offering “for
Hashem” due to another “infraction” that He committed regarding
matters of the moon. The Sages describe Moshe as the sun and
Yehoshua as the moon! Hashem may have felt “guilty” for bypassing
Moshe’s child as the successor to Moshe, only to award it to
Yehoshua, the moon!

Hashem, as it were, was caught between “a rock and a hard place.”
On the one hand, Moshe’s son deserved to become leader by
inheritance law and out of appreciation for all Moshe did for
Hashem, for the 175 times he faithfully relayed Hashem’s commands
to the people. On the other hand, Hashem knew that Yehoshua
would be the better leader for the people. In the end, Hashem had
to decide in favor of the people, but He still felt bad for having let
Moshe down! To placate him, He instructs us to bring a sin offering
every Rosh Chodesh when we remember the moon, an allusion to
Hashem’s choosing Yehoshua over Moshe’s son.

We learn from here that even when Hashem does things that go
against our understanding to the point that it doesn’t seem “fair”,
we must trust that Hashem has a plan that is in our best interests!

JOIN US 16.6 - 15.7
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