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Korach, his family, and his 250 supporters from the tribe of Reuven,
rose up against Moshe and Aharon in an attempt to wrestle the
leadership rights and the Kohen rights from them to keep for himself.
Moshe instructs them to prepare for a test. Rather than letting the
people decide who was right and who was wrong, Moshe suggested
that they let Hashem decide! How so? By each person bringing an
offering of incense. The incense, ketoret, would be living proof as to
who Hashem truly wanted as Kohen Gadol. Incense, when brought by
the right person at the right time, is an elixir of life. When it is brought
by the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur into the Holy of Holies, it brings life
and blessing to the entire Jewish people. But when incense is brought
by the wrong person, it becomes an elixir of death, as was seen when
Nadav and Avihu brought an uninstructed offering of ketoret, causing
their immediate deaths.

Moshe, of course, tries to talk them out of such a folly. He tells them
that unlike in pagan religions where each person can offer incense to
his deity, Judaism only has one G-d and one Kohen Gadol. There is no
room for more than one. So the fact that 250 people are vying for the
same position was ridiculous. Moshe ended his arguments by saying
“rav lachem bnei levi”, you have a lot going for you, children of levi!
Moshe’s final attempt to dissuade the people from challenging him
and Hashem, was to point out that as levi’im, they already have a lot
going for them. They are already tasked to do important things for
Hashem and for the Jewish people. Why do you further seek the
kehuna, the priesthood?

Ultimately, their inability to back down stemmed from their craving
for more. They were unsatisfied with their already exalted position
and they desired to be at the top. They all coveted the high
priesthood, the ability to bring the incense to Hashem on Yom Kippur!

Moshe was trying to teach them a vital lesson. It is good to have

spiritual ambitions. True, one should never be satisfied and
complacent in his spiritual achievements. A Jew should always strive
for more and more. But on the other hand, a Jew must also
understand when no is no. When Hashem tells you that you have
come as far as you can and He does not allow you to go further, then
you must accept it and make the most of it.We must know our place
and not try to exceed that which Hashem does not allow us to attain.
Furthermore, not only should we not covet that which Hashem does
not allow us to have, we must thank Hashem and be grateful for what
He does allow us to have!

We have just emerged from what the world has dubbed to be Israel’s
“twelve day war.” The successful strikes that our small country has
meted out to Iran, the superpower of terror, is quite remarkable. No
one could have predicted the levels of success we achieved in
delivering such a powerful blow to the most evil empire on earth.
Despite these achievements, we will surely begin questioning over
the coming days whether we should have stopped now. Could we
have achieved more had we pressed on further? Have we really
neutralized the existential threat that Iran poses to us? We can easily
fall into the trap of Korach, that it is never enough, that we could
have achieved more! Or we can take the approach that everything we
achieved until now was through the Divine intervention of Hashem.
Once we realize that it is not Netanyahu or Trump calling the shots,
but it is Hashem who decided to end the war when He did, there is no
room for regrets or second guessing. All that is left for us to do is to
say “thank you Hashem” for His protective shield and for His
miraculous kindness that He showered upon us during these twelve

days and continues to shower upon us every day of our lives!

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

Let My People Grow!

Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest prophet that ever lived, is davening,
begging to enter Eretz Yisrael. He offers up to Hashem hundreds of
tefillos, hoping each one may chip away at the decree against him.
Hashem, unwilling to acquiesce, stops Moshe in his tracks: "Rav lach!"
Enough out of you! Do not utter one more tefilla on this subject! No
means no! Chazal struggle to understand—why did Hashem put down
Moshe in such a harsh way? He was davening for something beautiful!
To enter the Land of Israel! The answer may shock you!

Chazal teach us that this "rav lach" of Hashem towards Moshe was
midah k’neged midah for a similar language used by Moshe towards...
Korach! When Korach and co. staged their rebellion against the
leadership of Klal Yisrael, Moshe put them down. He said, "Korach!
You're a Levi! You have enough! Rav lachem Bnei Levi!" Moshe put
down Korach, and in return, Hashem put down Moshe. But why?!
Wasn’t Korach doing something wrong? How can Chazal compare
overthrowing Bnei Yisrael's leadership with davening to go into Eretz
Yisrael?? Rav Nevenzahl shlit”a points out: What was Korach’s goal?
Not his superficial, but rather his deeper, more sincere goal? Korach
wanted to grow. He wanted to elevate his Yiddishkeit higher and
higher. Did he go about it in the proper way? Absolutely not!

But at his core, he wanted to grow, and evelevate his Yiddishkeit!

Says Rav Nevenzahl: a Jew can NEVER put down another Jew who
wants to grow! You never tell a Jew, “You have enough!” You already
go to minyan—you want to learn Torah also?! You keep kosher—now
Shabbos?! If a Jew has a ratzon to grow, your job is to facilitate and
nurture that growth, allowing it to find its proper channel.

Why did Moshe want to enter Eretz Yisrael? Not for the schwarmal
His ratzon was to elevate his Yiddishkeit! What does Hashem do? He
utters those very same words that Moshe said to Korach—"Rav lach!
You have enough! You're already the greatest prophet, now you want
to make aliyah also?!" Hashem asks Moshe: Nu? How does it feel to
want to elevate your Yiddishkeit, and someone puts you down?
Hashem’s mussar towards Moshe is a mussar for us all. B”H, many
people around us express their ratzon to grow.

It could be our spouse, our children, a friend, etc. And too often, we
hold them back. We say things like, "You're fine! You already do X,
now you need to do Y? | know lots of frum people who don’t do Y!"
"The person | married never cared about X!" Just fill in the blank.
Unfortunately, too often we let our own insecurities prevent others
from growing. Qur jobs as parents, spouses, friends, etc., is to help
those around us achieve their potential. When it comes to elevating
one's Yiddishkeit, the sky is the limit! For us, and others!
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	Korach, his family, and his 250 supporters from the tribe of Reuven, rose up against Moshe and Aharon in an attempt to wrestle the leadership rights and the Kohen rights from them to keep for himself. Moshe instructs them to prepare for a test. Rather than letting the people decide who was right and who was wrong, Moshe suggested that they let Hashem decide! How so? By each person bringing an offering of incense. The incense, ketoret, would be living proof as to who Hashem truly wanted as Kohen Gadol. Incense, when brought by the right person at the right time, is an elixir of life. When it is brought by the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur into the Holy of Holies, it brings life and blessing to the entire Jewish people. But when incense is brought by the wrong person, it becomes an elixir of death, as was seen when Nadav and Avihu brought an uninstructed offering of ketoret, causing their immediate deaths. Moshe, of course, tries to talk them out of such a folly. He tells them that unlike in pagan religions where each person can offer incense to his deity, Judaism only has one G-d and one Kohen Gadol. There is no room for more than one. So the fact that 250 people are vying for the same position was ridiculous. Moshe ended his arguments by saying “rav lachem bnei levi”, you have a lot going for you, children of levi! Moshe’s final attempt to dissuade the people from challenging him and Hashem, was to point out that as levi’im, they already have a lot going for them. They are already tasked to do important things for Hashem and for the Jewish people. Why do you further seek the kehuna, the priesthood? Ultimately, their inability to back down stemmed from their craving for more. They were unsatisfied with their already exalted position and they desired to be at the top. They all coveted the high priesthood, the ability to bring the incense to Hashem on Yom Kippur!
	Moshe was trying to teach them a vital lesson. It is good to have spiritual ambitions. True, one should never be satisfied and complacent in his spiritual achievements. A Jew should always strive for more and more. But on the other hand, a Jew must also understand when no is no. When Hashem tells you that you have come as far as you can and He does not allow you to go further, then you must accept it and make the most of it.We must know our place and not try to exceed that which Hashem does not allow us to attain. Furthermore, not only should we not covet that which Hashem does not allow us to have, we must thank Hashem and be grateful for what He does allow us to have! We have just emerged from what the world has dubbed to be Israel’s “twelve day war.” The successful strikes that our small country has meted out to Iran, the superpower of terror, is quite remarkable. No one could have predicted the levels of success we achieved in delivering such a powerful blow to the most evil empire on earth. Despite these achievements, we will surely begin questioning over the coming days whether we should have stopped now. Could we have achieved more had we pressed on further? Have we really neutralized the existential threat that Iran poses to us? We can easily fall into the trap of Korach, that it is never enough, that we could have achieved more! Or we can take the approach that everything we achieved until now was through the Divine intervention of Hashem. Once we realize that it is not Netanyahu or Trump calling the shots, but it is Hashem who decided to end the war when He did, there is no room for regrets or second guessing. All that is left for us to do is to say “thank you Hashem” for His protective shield and for His miraculous kindness that He showered upon us during these twelve days and continues to shower upon us every day of our lives!
	But at his core, he wanted to grow, and evelevate his Yiddishkeit! Says Rav Nevenzahl: a Jew can NEVER put down another Jew who wants to grow! You never tell a Jew, “You have enough!” You already go to minyan—you want to learn Torah also?! You keep kosher—now Shabbos?! If a Jew has a ratzon to grow, your job is to facilitate and nurture that growth, allowing it to find its proper channel. Why did Moshe want to enter Eretz Yisrael? Not for the schwarma! His ratzon was to elevate his Yiddishkeit! What does Hashem do? He utters those very same words that Moshe said to Korach—"Rav lach! You have enough! You’re already the greatest prophet, now you want to make aliyah also?!" Hashem asks Moshe: Nu? How does it feel to want to elevate your Yiddishkeit, and someone puts you down? Hashem’s mussar towards Moshe is a mussar for us all. B”H, many people around us express their ratzon to grow.  It could be our spouse, our children, a friend, etc. And too often, we hold them back. We say things like, "You’re fine! You already do X, now you need to do Y? I know lots of frum people who don’t do Y!" "The person I married never cared about X!" Just fill in the blank. Unfortunately, too often we let our own insecurities prevent others from growing. Our jobs as parents, spouses, friends, etc., is to help those around us achieve their potential. When it comes to elevating one's Yiddishkeit, the sky is the limit! For us, and others!
	Let My People Grow!
	Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
	Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest prophet that ever lived, is davening, begging to enter Eretz Yisrael. He offers up to Hashem hundreds of tefillos, hoping each one may chip away at the decree against him. Hashem, unwilling to acquiesce, stops Moshe in his tracks: "Rav lach!" Enough out of you! Do not utter one more tefilla on this subject! No means no! Chazal struggle to understand—why did Hashem put down Moshe in such a harsh way? He was davening for something beautiful! To enter the Land of Israel! The answer may shock you! Chazal teach us that this "rav lach" of Hashem towards Moshe was midah k’neged midah for a similar language used by Moshe towards… Korach! When Korach and co. staged their rebellion against the leadership of Klal Yisrael, Moshe put them down. He said, "Korach! You're a Levi! You have enough! Rav lachem Bnei Levi!" Moshe put down Korach, and in return, Hashem put down Moshe. But why?! Wasn’t Korach doing something wrong? How can Chazal compare overthrowing Bnei Yisrael's leadership with davening to go into Eretz Yisrael?? Rav Nevenzahl shlit”a points out: What was Korach’s goal? Not his superficial, but rather his deeper, more sincere goal? Korach wanted to grow. He wanted to elevate his Yiddishkeit higher and higher. Did he go about it in the proper way? Absolutely not!
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