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The bulk of this week’s parsha describes the blessings that Yaakov
bestowed upon his children. Whereas the words uttered to his final
nine children were indeed blessings, the blessings given to his first
three sons were actually scathing criticisms. Reuven, Shimon and Levi
were admonished severely by their father for their destructive
character traits. Reuven was meant to be the leader and king of the
family, yet he lost these rights when he impulsively moved Yaakov’s
bed from Bilhah’s tent to Leah’s tent. Shimon and Levi displayed
extreme anger which led to their annihilating the inhabitants of
Shechem.

After blessing each son, the Torah states that Yaakov blessed all of
them with each of the brachot. Although it appears as if Yaakov
withheld blessings from Reuven, Shimon and Levi, Rashi explains that
he did actually give them the blessings that were given to the other
sons. Just because he criticized them for their negative acts, does not
mean that he did not bless them as well. In the end, although Yaakov
tailored his blessings to each son’s individual character, he included
all of his sons in every blessing he gave.

I would like to suggest that this works both ways. Just as Yaakov gave
the other sons’ blessings to Reuven, Shimon and Levi, he also gave his
criticisms of Reuven, Shimon and Levi to his other sons as well!

What is criticism? There is what is called constructive criticism, to
admonish for the sake of helping a person to fix his wrongs with the
goal of becoming a better person. And then there is criticizing for the
sake of being negative, in order to bring the other person down.
Certainly Yaakov was someone who loved all of his children, including
Reuven, Shimon and Levi. His reason to admonish them was not to be

negative, rather it was to warn them about their challenging traits so
that they might struggle to rise above them. Reuven’s downfall was
that he was impulsive and quick to judge. The first ruling of the
Anshei Knesset Hagedolah, as appears in Pirkei Avot, is to be slow and
to be deliberate in judgement. Yaakov, by criticizing this nature of
Reuven, gave the rest of Am Yisrael a directive to be careful and slow
when judging others. If you see your father moving his bed or making
decisions that you don’t understand, don’t jump to conclusions and
judge him harshly, rather take the time to analyze his actions. If you
see your friend doing something that makes no sense, don’t jump to
condemn him before getting all of the facts. This is the “blessing” of
Reuven that was given to us.

Regarding the admonishment of Shimon and Levi, it is true that they
used excessive anger when they killed the entire city for the violation
of their sister, but the anger came from a fierce sense of right and
wrong! The fortitude they had was commendable. The way they
executed it was what upset Yaakov.

Rather than condemn them, he blessed their sense of right and wrong
and gave them the tasks of becoming the school children, the scribes,
and the Leviim who would collect the tithes from the rest of the
people.

These jobs jobs! They
determination and a fierce sense of purpose! We could all learn from

are from the most difficult require
the “blessings” that Yaakov gave to Reuven, Shimon and Levi. We
should be fiercely committed to our Judaism. We should feel
indignation when exposed to wickedness, and we should judge each
other carefully and with deliberation!

The Soul of the Churban:
Understanding Asarah B'Teves

Py

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

The Beis Yosef in Hilchos Taanios (OC 550) brings a startling
Avudraham with regard to the 10th of Teves. The Avudraham writes
that, unlike other fast days that commemorate the destruction of
Yerushalayim, if the 10th of Teves falls on Shabbos, we would need to
fast on Shabbos! The fast would not be pushed off.

Why would the 10th of Teves, the beginning of the siege of
Yerushalayim (seemingly less significant than the breaching of the
walls or the final destruction of the Beis Hamikdash), override the
celebration of Oneg Shabbos, while the other fasts do not?

There are essentially three answers to this question provided by the
Achronim:

1. The 10th of Teves represents the beginning of the end. While the
destruction itself was the worst, there is a certain gravity to the
beginning of the downfall.

2. When Yechezkel recounts this event, he specifically mentions the
date, while the other fast days are referred to by their months. This
suggests that there is a particular significance to the date, not just the
event.

3. Asarah B’Teves is less a commemoration of a past event and more
akin to a Yom HaDin. It is a day of judgment: Will we repent? The
calamities of the past began on this day (as in answer #1), and each
year on this date, Hashem takes stock of the Jewish people.

On a deeper level, the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah (31a) states that the
Shechinah made ten stops on its way out of Yerushalayim and waited
in the desert for six months to see if the Jewish people would repent.
The Maharsha writes that the final stop, when the Shechinah left
Yerushalayim, took place on the 10th of Teves. What does it mean
that the Shechinah left Yerushalayim? There was a time when a Jew
could walk the streets and feel Hashem's presence all around.
Prophets would prophesy on the street corners! Even a simple person
could feel that they were in the presence of Hashem. When the
Shechinah left, that feeling was gone. That loss occurred on the 10th
of Teves. True, the "Eitzim Va'Avanim" were not destroyed until Av,
the guf of the Churban... but the Neshama of the Churban began on
the 10th of Teves! It was then that we experienced the loss of
Hashem's Shechinah in our lives. The Beis Hamikdash was still
standing, but its soul was gone. Any confusion we experience today—
the mystery of where Hashem’s presence is during difficult times in
our lives, the hester panim—it all began on the 10th of Teves.

May we all recognize the true goal of the fast, as the Rambam writes:
to engage in introspection, to fix our ways, and, with Hashem’s help,
to once again feel His presence in our lives, bimheira b’yameinu!
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	Issue 66
	The bulk of this week’s parsha describes the blessings that Yaakov bestowed upon his children. Whereas the words uttered to his final nine children were indeed blessings, the blessings given to his first three sons were actually scathing criticisms. Reuven, Shimon and Levi were admonished severely by their father for their destructive character traits. Reuven was meant to be the leader and king of the family, yet he lost these rights when he impulsively moved Yaakov’s bed from Bilhah’s tent to Leah’s tent. Shimon and Levi displayed extreme anger which led to their annihilating the inhabitants of Shechem. After blessing each son, the Torah states that Yaakov blessed all of them with each of the brachot. Although it appears as if Yaakov withheld blessings from Reuven, Shimon and Levi, Rashi explains that he did actually give them the blessings that were given to the other sons. Just because he criticized them for their negative acts, does not mean that he did not bless them as well. In the end, although Yaakov tailored his blessings to each son’s individual character, he included all of his sons in every blessing he gave. I would like to suggest that this works both ways. Just as Yaakov gave the other sons’ blessings to Reuven, Shimon and Levi, he also gave his criticisms of Reuven, Shimon and Levi to his other sons as well! What is criticism? There is what is called constructive criticism, to admonish for the sake of helping a person to fix his wrongs with the goal of becoming a better person. And then there is criticizing for the sake of being negative, in order to bring the other person down. Certainly Yaakov was someone who loved all of his children, including Reuven, Shimon and Levi. His reason to admonish them was not to be
	negative, rather it was to warn them about their challenging traits so that they might struggle to rise above them. Reuven’s downfall was that he was impulsive and quick to judge. The first ruling of the Anshei Knesset Hagedolah, as appears in Pirkei Avot, is to be slow and to be deliberate in judgement. Yaakov, by criticizing this nature of Reuven, gave the rest of Am Yisrael a directive to be careful and slow when judging others. If you see your father moving his bed or making decisions that you don’t understand, don’t jump to conclusions and judge him harshly, rather take the time to analyze his actions. If you see your friend doing something that makes no sense, don’t jump to condemn him before getting all of the facts. This is the “blessing” of Reuven that was given to us. Regarding the admonishment of Shimon and Levi, it is true that they used excessive anger when they killed the entire city for the violation of their sister, but the anger came from a fierce sense of right and wrong! The fortitude they had was commendable. The way they executed it was what upset Yaakov. Rather than condemn them, he blessed their sense of right and wrong and gave them the tasks of becoming the school children, the scribes, and the Leviim who would collect the tithes from the rest of the people. These jobs are from the most difficult jobs! They require determination and a fierce sense of purpose! We could all learn from the “blessings” that Yaakov gave to Reuven, Shimon and Levi. We should be fiercely committed to our Judaism. We should feel indignation when exposed to wickedness, and we should judge each other carefully and with deliberation!
	3. Asarah B’Teves is less a commemoration of a past event and more akin to a Yom HaDin. It is a day of judgment: Will we repent? The calamities of the past began on this day (as in answer #1), and each year on this date, Hashem takes stock of the Jewish people. On a deeper level, the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah (31a) states that the Shechinah made ten stops on its way out of Yerushalayim and waited in the desert for six months to see if the Jewish people would repent. The Maharsha writes that the final stop, when the Shechinah left Yerushalayim, took place on the 10th of Teves. What does it mean that the Shechinah left Yerushalayim? There was a time when a Jew could walk the streets and feel Hashem's presence all around. Prophets would prophesy on the street corners! Even a simple person could feel that they were in the presence of Hashem. When the Shechinah left, that feeling was gone. That loss occurred on the 10th of Teves. True, the "Eitzim Va'Avanim" were not destroyed until Av, the guf of the Churban… but the Neshama of the Churban began on the 10th of Teves! It was then that we experienced the loss of Hashem's Shechinah in our lives. The Beis Hamikdash was still standing, but its soul was gone. Any confusion we experience today—the mystery of where Hashem’s presence is during difficult times in our lives, the hester panim—it all began on the 10th of Teves. May we all recognize the true goal of the fast, as the Rambam writes: to engage in introspection, to fix our ways, and, with Hashem’s help, to once again feel His presence in our lives, bimheira b’yameinu!

	The Soul of the Churban: Understanding Asarah B'Teves
	Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
	The Beis Yosef in Hilchos Taanios (OC 550) brings a startling Avudraham with regard to the 10th of Teves. The Avudraham writes that, unlike other fast days that commemorate the destruction of Yerushalayim, if the 10th of Teves falls on Shabbos, we would need to fast on Shabbos! The fast would not be pushed off. Why would the 10th of Teves, the beginning of the siege of Yerushalayim (seemingly less significant than the breaching of the walls or the final destruction of the Beis Hamikdash), override the celebration of Oneg Shabbos, while the other fasts do not? There are essentially three answers to this question provided by the Achronim: 1. The 10th of Teves represents the beginning of the end. While the destruction itself was the worst, there is a certain gravity to the beginning of the downfall. 2. When Yechezkel recounts this event, he specifically mentions the date, while the other fast days are referred to by their months. This suggests that there is a particular significance to the date, not just the event.
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