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Issue 88

Today’s Test of the Spies

This week’s parsha of Shelach details the entire tragic
story of the spies, in whose merit (or demerit) we were
destined to wander the desert for forty years!

Moshe sent twelve worthy men to spy out the land, to
study its strong and weak points, so that upon their
return, their report would aid Moshe in planning a
proper strategy as to how to successfully conquer the
land.

Ten of the spies came back with a negative report and
two spies came back with a positive report! The
guestion is, did all of the spies witness the same things?
Perhaps the two spies who gave a positive report were
assigned to tour the “good” parts of Eretz Yisrael
whereas the other spies were assigned the “rough”
parts, thus explaining why they had a negative image of
the land?

In truth, all twelve spies saw the exact same things!
They all saw the abnormally large fruits the land
produced.

They all saw the unusually large people. They all saw
people dying daily along with daily funerals. They saw
fortified cities that, on the face of it, were impossible to
conquer. They saw the Caananites as a formidable
force, one that could not possibly be vanquished.
Accordingly, it would seem that the ten spies rendered
an accurate report and their conclusions were “on the
money”!

It was the two other spies that were deluding
themselves into thinking that they could actually
conquer the land. They were the fanatical dreamers
who were not living in reality!

We must, however, assume that they were smart men
for these two spies were none other than Yehoshua Bin
Nun, successor to Moshe himself, and Calev ben
Yefuna, a famous general and leader in his own right!
So how did they draw the opposite conclusion to the
others if they saw the same thing! How did they remain
optimistic when the others only saw despair?

The answer is Emunah!!!

Yehoshua and Calev believed fervently that Hashem
would fight their war for them, and when Hashem is
running the show, no force is too formidable! The ten
spies, however, looked at the land without a strong
belief in Hashem’s power. And without Hashem, the
chances of success were next to nil!

Today too, we uncannily are faced with the same test
as the spies. We see death, we see funerals, we see the
formidable forces of Iran, Yemen, Lebanon and Hamas
all converging together with the one goal of murdering
us and expelling us from our land. Yet we also see
unbelievable miracles. We see how a tiny country like
Israel is able to rise up like a lion against all of its
enemies. The military successes we have seen over
these last six days are no less extraordinary than those
we witnessed during the Six Day War. The fact that we
have tremendously weakened lIran’s forces, that we
can fly over the skies of Tehran at will, bombing their
weapons depots and nuclear facilities without as much
as a battle, is something which is inexplicable and
miraculous!

We can choose to see these events through the eyes of
the ten spies, namely, that the land of Israel is a
terrible, dangerous, stressful place to live, believing it
far better to live in Chutz La’aretz where we are not
constantly under existential threat. Or we can choose
to view life here through the lens of Emunah. But with
Emunah, faith in Hashem, this land of ours instantly
becomes the most wonderful place to live, especially at
this moment, as we are privileged to have a ring side
seat to Hashem’s unfolding end game!

May the words of Moshe come to pass in our times,
“Gather
Hashem...”

together and witness the wonders of
May it be the will of Hashem that just as the evil
decree of Haman in Persia was defeated on the 23" of
Sivan, so too, as | pen these words today, on the 23" of
Sivan, should the evil plans of today’s Persia be utterly

defeated by Hashem and His people Israel!
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Iran - The Ultimate Avodah Zara!

This morning, Thursday, the 23" of Sivan, we received news of the
missile attack that struck the Soroka hospital in Beer Sheva.
Miraculously, the staff had evacuated the hospital last night so
there were no serious casualties. As to why Iran deliberately
targeted the hospital, Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corp explained:
“We targeted the Soroka site, which served covertly as a military
facility hosting senior occupation leadership meetings. Significant
stockpiles of weapons were concealed beneath the complex.”

This type of leitzanut, an outrageous mockery of the truth, is so
absurd that it defies belief! Our Sages write how mockery is akin
to Avoda Zara, idol worship, for mockery makes lies even about
the most absolute of truths. There is nothing more truthful than
Hashem and His Torah! Avoda Zara, the worship of false gods,

turns even the most absolute of all truths, Hashem Himself, into a
lie. By worshipping other gods, the person claims that Hashem is
not all powerful, for if He were, there would be no place to
acknowledge any other god!

With this latest crazy accusation against Israel, the Iranian regime
has committed the highest level of Avodah Zara, idol worship, by
brazenly distorting our most sacred truths.

Am Yisrael is about to embark on the study of Tractate Avoda
Zara in the world wide daf yomi cycle! Certainly this cannot be a
coincidence! Hashem wants us to vanquish the leitzanut, the
mockery, levied by Iran, through our Torah study of Avoda Zara!
It is our heartfelt prayer that the worldwide Torah study of Avoda
Zara should bring about the total annihilation of all of our
enemies, which will ultimate lead to the day when Hashem’s and

His name are one!
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	Yehoshua and Calev believed fervently that Hashem would fight their war for them, and when Hashem is running the show, no force is too formidable! The ten spies, however, looked at the land without a strong belief in Hashem’s power. And without Hashem, the chances of success were next to nil! Today too, we uncannily are faced with the same test as the spies. We see death, we see funerals, we see the formidable forces of Iran, Yemen, Lebanon and Hamas all converging together with the one goal of murdering us and expelling us from our land. Yet we also see unbelievable miracles. We see how a tiny country like Israel is able to rise up like a lion against all of its enemies. The military successes we have seen over these last six days are no less extraordinary than those we witnessed during the Six Day War. The fact that we have tremendously weakened Iran’s forces, that we can fly over the skies of Tehran at will, bombing their weapons depots and nuclear facilities without as much as a battle, is something which is inexplicable and miraculous! We can choose to see these events through the eyes of the ten spies, namely, that the land of Israel is a terrible, dangerous, stressful place to live, believing it far better to live in Chutz La’aretz where we are not constantly under existential threat. Or we can choose to view life here through the lens of Emunah. But with Emunah, faith in Hashem, this land of ours instantly becomes the most wonderful place to live, especially at this moment, as we are privileged to have a ring side seat to Hashem’s unfolding end game! May the words of Moshe come to pass in our times, “Gather together and witness the wonders of Hashem...” May it be the will of Hashem that just as the evil decree of Haman in Persia was defeated on the 23rd of Sivan, so too, as I pen these words today, on the 23rd of Sivan, should the evil plans of today’s Persia be utterly defeated by Hashem and His people Israel!
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