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The Parsha describes precision in which the Jewish people executed
Moshe’s instructions for building the mishkan. However there is a
major difference between the instructions that Moshe received from
Hashem in Parshat Teruma, and the actual execution in this week’s
parsha. In Parshat Teruma, Hashem seemingly told Moshe firstly
about the various utensils, the furnishings in the Mishkan, and then
He instructed him about the building of the Mishkan itself. However,
when we read about the actual building of the Mishkan and the
making of the vessels, it seems that Betzalel tackles the building of
the Mishkan and only then makes the vessels.

There is a beautiful gemara in Berachot 56, which Rashi references,
that describes a dialogue between Betzalel and Moshe. Moshe
instructed Betzalel to build the vessels and only afterward to build
the Mishkan. In truth, Hashem had told Moshe to build the Mishkan
first, but for some reason, Moshe reversed the instructions and told
Betzalel to build the vessels first.

Betzalel told Moshe,

way is to first build a house and then to build the furniture, for if |

“This is not the way of the world! The normal

were to build the furniture before the house, where will we put it?”
Betzelel continued, “Perhaps Hashem told you to build the Mishkan
first, and you inadvertently switched the instructions?” Moshe then
replied, “You are right! Hashem did tell me to build the Mishkan first.
Perhaps that is why they call you Betzalel, for your name implies that
you live in the shadow of Hashem!”

This entire exchange is very difficult to understand. If indeed, Hashem
had instructed Moshe to build the Mishkan first, before making the

vessels, why would Moshe switch the order? Seemingly, Moshe felt
that it made sense to build the vessels before building the Mishkan.
Betzalel’s response is also difficult! Had they assembled the Mishkan
immediately upon completing its construction, one could understand
Betzalel’s concern that the house must come before the furniture, so
that there is place to put them. In reality, the Mishkan was not
of the

leaving them in a disassembled state until

assembled until Nissan! They finished constructing all

components in Kislev,
Nissan. So whether they made the vessels before building the
Mishkan, or whether they made them after, the vessels were anyway
left for a few months laying around without a home to house them in.
So why did Betzalel insist that the house needs to be made before the
furniture?

It would seem that the debate between Moshe and Betzalel was a
deeper one. Moshe felt that since the Aron was the conduit for the
Divine presence, it needed to be built first, for everything else was
secondary to it. Betzalel agreed that the Aron was the focus of the
mishkan, but it was important to build the mishkan according to the
“way of the world.” Betzalel felt that it was important to build the
mishkan like any other house, in order to inculcate to the people that
Hashem is living among them in a very real and tangible way. The
Aron is very intangible. It does not occupy space. It carries those who
carry it. It is altogether supernatural. The people could not relate to
the Aron like they could relate to a house. Building Hashem a house
shows them that Hashem wants a very real and tangible relationship
with them! Down-to-earth Judaism will endure. Ethereal Judaism less.

To Tell IN the StOl‘y! Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

Leading a Seder is a real balancing act. You're trying to keep everyone
engaged, from the kids (hopefully!) asking questions to the adults
with their own insights. And then there's the Haggadah text itself,
packed with immense meaning. It can feel like a lot to take on. | think
the key to success lies in how Chazal framed our obligation.

Chazal's formulation of this Mitzvah, "Dmxn nx'x'a 1907 12'9u nixn,"
offers a profound insight into how we are to approach the night. It
does not demand a mere recitation of events, but a deep immersion
into the narrative. Rav Soloveichik ztl, in Hareirei Kedem, illuminates
this distinction, explaining that we are not simply tasked with "1909%
D'IXN NN'Y' 119'0 AR" or "DMxn NKR'X' 2V 190Y%," but rather "a0Y
D'xn NR'YA" This implies a transformative act, a journey into the
heart of the story itself. The essence of this obligation is to transcend
the role of passive narrators and to become active participants in
Yetzias Mitzrayim. We are required to infuse the story with our
emotional and intellectual energy, to the extent that we experience
liberation as a personal reality. Buy a fake beard, hop on the floor like
a frog, and run through the hallway as if you were crossing the split
sea! We strive to present the narrative in a manner that resonates
with our children and grandchildren, conveying its enduring relevance
and personal significance. This is not a distant historical episode, but
an integral part of our national identity.

We are not mere spectators on the sideline, but rather active players
on the field in this ongoing narrative. The story didn't end at Sinai!
We show those around our table that we, the Jewish people in the
year 5785, are also in the story. The depth of our emotional
engagement will directly correlate with our ability to engage those
around our table and to effectively transmit our mesorah. To fulfill
this obligation, we require a little guidance and a lot of preparation.
Please join me this Monday evening at 8:15 for a night dedicated to
preparing for this momentous occasion. In this Holy Land, we only get
one shot! We will share relevant divrei Torah, practical tips, and

consume a healthy amount of Chametz. See you there!
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	The Parsha describes precision in which the Jewish people executed Moshe’s instructions for building the mishkan. However there is a major difference between the instructions that Moshe received from Hashem in Parshat Teruma, and the actual execution in this week’s parsha. In Parshat Teruma, Hashem seemingly told Moshe firstly about the various utensils, the furnishings in the Mishkan, and then He instructed him about the building of the Mishkan itself. However, when we read about the actual building of the Mishkan and the making of the vessels, it seems that Betzalel tackles the building of the Mishkan and only then makes the vessels. There is a beautiful gemara in Berachot 56, which Rashi references, that describes a dialogue between Betzalel and Moshe. Moshe instructed Betzalel to build the vessels and only afterward to build the Mishkan. In truth, Hashem had told Moshe to build the Mishkan first, but for some reason, Moshe reversed the instructions and told Betzalel to build the vessels first. Betzalel told Moshe, “This is not the way of the world! The normal way is to first build a house and then to build the furniture, for if I were to build the furniture before the house, where will we put it?” Betzelel continued, “Perhaps Hashem told you to build the Mishkan first, and you inadvertently switched the instructions?” Moshe then replied, “You are right! Hashem did tell me to build the Mishkan first. Perhaps that is why they call you Betzalel, for your name implies that you live in the shadow of Hashem!” This entire exchange is very difficult to understand. If indeed, Hashem had instructed Moshe to build the Mishkan first, before making the
	vessels, why would Moshe switch the order? Seemingly, Moshe felt that it made sense to build the vessels before building the Mishkan. Betzalel’s response is also difficult! Had they assembled the Mishkan immediately upon completing its construction, one could understand Betzalel’s concern that the house must come before the furniture, so that there is place to put them. In reality, the Mishkan was not assembled until Nissan! They finished constructing all of the components  in Kislev, leaving them in a disassembled state until Nissan. So whether they made the vessels before building the Mishkan, or whether they  made them after, the vessels were anyway left for a few months laying around without a home to house them in. So why did Betzalel insist that the house needs to be made before the furniture? It would seem that the debate between Moshe and Betzalel was a deeper one. Moshe felt that since the Aron was the conduit for the Divine presence, it needed to be built first, for everything else was secondary to it. Betzalel agreed that the Aron was the focus of the mishkan, but it was important to build the mishkan according to the “way of the world.” Betzalel felt that it was important to build the mishkan like any other house, in order to inculcate to the people that Hashem is living among them in a very real and tangible way. The Aron is very intangible. It does not occupy space. It carries those who carry it. It is altogether supernatural. The people could not relate to the Aron like they could relate to a house. Building Hashem a house shows them that Hashem wants a very real and tangible relationship with them! Down-to-earth Judaism will endure. Ethereal Judaism less.
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