RA'ANANA
RCK COMMUNITY
— - KOLLEL

|
IN MEMORY OF:

Menachem Yehuda Ben Yis >
HaKohen z”, father of Peter Fine,
for his yartzheit

Jevarim 5786

A BAD CROWD SPELLS TROUBLE
_# . | RABBI DOVID HORWITZ

The last of the five books of Moshe is called Devarim because of the
opening words of the book, but it is known by our Sages as Mishneh
Torah, the repeating of the Torah, which in English, translates as
Deuteronomy. This entire book is a review of everything Moshe
taught them over the past forty years. As he was about to pass on
from the world, he took the opportunity to give them his final review
and remarks.

Rashi tells us that Moshe’s final words to the people were actually a
long speech of rebuke, as he chastised them for all of the sins that
they and their parents committed throughout their journey in the
desert. Perhaps this is the reason why we always begin the book of
Devarim right before Tisha B’av and we continue to read from it
until after the Days of Judgment. As we reflect on the destruction of
both Temples and as we approach the days of judgment, we need to
focus on rebuke, on scrutinizing our actions to gain insight into what
more needs to be done on our part so that we will yet again merit to
have a Beit Hamikdash.

One of the sins that Moshe rebuked the people for was that of the
spies for which they were punished to wander in the desert for close
to forty years. Moshe prefaces the episode by telling them how “you
all appoached me” asking me to send spies. Rashi explains that the
people approached Moshe in a state of panic and disarray, the
youth pushed past the elders and the elders pushed past the
leaders bombarding him with their demand. Rashi contrasts this
episode with one in next week’s parsha regarding the revelation at
Mt. Sinai. After Hashem spoke directly to the people, giving them
the first two of the ten commandments, the people approached
Moshe asking him to receive the remaining commandments on their
behalf, as they were too terrified to hear the words of Hashem
directly. Surprisingly, Moshe and Hashem agreed to their request.
The Torah uses the same language describing how the people
“approached” Moshe, but this time Rashi explains that they came in
an orderly fashion, the leaders in front, followed by the elders,
followed by the youth. They approached Moshe with derech eretz,
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Sefer Devarim is Moshe’s retelling of the Torah (n7in nawn). Our
Rabbis teach that Hashem repeated this sefer to us in Moshe’s own
words and that it was told with Moshe’s own voice.

The Torah is teaching us a profound lesson. We can’t just learn the
Torah. We much OWN the Torah. We must make a )17 on it. We must
make it OURS.

After we learn, we should repeat it in our own words to our friends
and family. We must be proud of it. We must OWN it.

Indeed, our Rabbis teach that a non Tn'7n is allowed to be 7nin on
his T12>. Why is this? After all, a >N Tn7n represents Torah. How can
he be '7nin on Nn1INn T12>? Our Rabbis answer that a bdn TN7n owns
his Torah! He can be 7nin because the Torah is possession.
Remarkable! Learn it. Love it. OWN IT.

THANK YOU TO RABBI RAPHAEL STOLL FOR AN INCREDIBLE MONTH OF TORAH,
INSPIRATION, AND CONNECTION. HIS IMPACT WAS FELT BY OUR AVREICHIM,
BOCHURIM, AND THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY. WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO RABBI
STOLL AND HIS WONDERFUL FAMILY FOR ALL THEY GAVE AND WISH THEM MUCH
HATZLACHAH IN EVERYTHING THEY DO. THEY WILL ALWAYS HAVE A HOME AT RCK.
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proper etiquette, as opposed to by the spies who approached Moshe
without respect and etiquette. Rashi in our parsha tells us that the
decision to send the spies was good in Moshe’s eyes but not in the
eyes of Hashem. Hashem felt that sending the spies was a bad idea.
Yet in next week’s parsha when the people made their request for
Hashem to speak to Moshe and not to them, both Moshe and
Hashem were pleased with the idea.
It could likely be that Hashem found the request to send spies
inappropriate on its own merit, whereas the request to speak via
Moshe was appropriate on its own merit.
Perhaps, though, we can suggest that on its own, there was nothing
inappropriate about sending spies, just like there was nothing
inappropriate about their request to receive Hashem’s word through
Moshe. The difference, rather, lays in how the request was made!
And this is what Rashi is coming to stress. More important than the
request itself is how the request is made! Is the request being made
with respect, order and proper protocol, or is it being made with
poor midot? Had the people approached Moshe in an orderly fashion
requesting the spies, with the youth respecting the elders and the
elders respecting their leaders, Hashem may have agreed to it, since
it was coming from a display of proper midot. But once Hashem saw
that they behaved poorly, with chutzpah and disrespect, He already
knew that nothing good could come from such an episode.
Although the people who were at Moshe’s final speech did not take
part in the sin of the spies or the other sins Moshe is rebuking them
for, the lessons that He is teaching them is as pertinent for them as
ever and it is especially pertinent for us today.
Behind every “great” sin are bad midot. The sin of the golden calf,
the spies, all of the complaints, stemmed from an underlying flaw in
their characters. Disrespect, combativeness against one another,
chutzpah, intolerance and brazenness are some of the traits that led
to their undoing.
The fact that we are still suffering this long exile, highlighted by the
absence of our Temple, proves that the bad traits that necessitated
Moshe’s rebuke, and led to our Temples’ destruction, still plague us
today.
Let’s use these days to reflect and to make amends so that we can
look forward with optimism to the coming days of redemption!
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One of the most remarkable midrashim in all of Chazal is found in
the Yerushalmi. A Jewish farmer was plowing his field when
suddenly his cow let out a loud moo. A passing Arab said to him:
"Yid, untie your plow. The Beis Hamikdash of the Jews has been
destroyed."

A few moments later the cow mooed again. The same Arab said: "Yid,
tie your plow back up. The redeemer of the Jews has just been
born." On the very day the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, Mashiach
was born. When a person falls, fails, or loses something precious, it
is very easy to think the story is over. With Hashem it works exactly
the opposite way. On the day of the greatest destruction, He was
already preparing the geulah.

That is the greatest gift of Tisha B'Av. Knowing that even when we
cannot see any light at all, Hashem is already building the future.
Weekly Challenge: In my opinion this is the hardest avodah of all. In
your most challenging moments, remember that is exactly where
your personal geulah begins.

May we all be zocheh to go up to the Beis Hamikdash with our
families, and with everything our hearts are missing, already by the
coming Yom Tov of Sukkos. Amen!
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Question: May one taste the meat dishes being prepared for this
coming Shabbos in order to fulfill the mitzvah of “To'ameha Chaim
Zachu”?

Answer: The reason for tasting the Shabbos food on Friday is to
make sure it is properly prepared and delicious for Shabbos. Since
adjustments cannot easily be made once Shabbos begins, tasting
beforehand allows you to add seasoning if needed and helps avoid
unnecessary frustration or tension at home.

Therefore, the poskim write that even on Erev Shabbos Chazon, one
should taste the food if necessary, including meat dishes. Since we
avoid eating meat during the Nine Days, one option is to taste a
small amount and spit it out without swallowing.

Some poskim add that if a person regularly fulfills this mitzvah every
Friday, he may even taste and swallow the food on Erev Shabbos
Chazon, since his intent is solely to fulfill “To'ameha Chaim Zachu”
and not for personal enjoyment. Such a small taste is not considered
the type of meat consumption associated with simchah that is
restricted during the Nine Days.

Of course, this refers to a true taste—just a small amount. The goal is
“To'ameha Chaim Zachu,” not turning it into a Friday afternoon meat
meal!

Question: What is the halachah for pregnant and nursing women
on Tishah B’Av?

Answer: The Shulchan Aruch rules that pregnant and nursing women
are required to fast on Tishah B’Av when it falls on its proper date
(and is not postponed).

A nursing mother who is within 30 days of giving birth is exempt from
the fast.

Of course, this applies only to a woman whose pregnancy or nursing
status is otherwise healthy. If she has any medical condition that
gives her the halachic status of a choleh (even if it is not life-
threatening), she is exempt from fasting like any other ill person.
Therefore, if there are pregnancy complications or other medical
concerns, she should consult her doctor. Pregnancy or nursing alone
is not a reason to be exempt from fasting on Tishah B’Av.

0 WE ALL HAD DREAMS
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We refer to this Shabbos as “Shabbos Chazon” based on the third
Haftorah of rebuke and calamity that opens with the words, “The
vision (Chazon) of Yeshayahu.” This prophecy of Yeshayahu
describes the calamity and destruction that would come as a result
of our sins and, according to the Malbim, he said it again and again,
year after year, hoping someone would listen.

A slightly different interpretation of the name “Shabbos Chazon” is
said in the name of Rabbi Levi of Barditchev. “Chazon” is from the
expression of “Mechzeh - a vision”, for on this Shabbos we each are
shown a vision of the third Beis HaMikdash that is to come.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe (Sicha, Parshas Devarim, 1942) explains these
aren’t conflicting interpretations, but instead complement each
other. On Tisha B’Av we experience the beginning of destruction,
pain and calamity. We observe the past failures and mistakes of our
nation; and, as we sit on the floor, it’s difficult to imagine rising up
from that past.

When Hashem took us out of Egypt, He had a vision of us accepting
the Torah and entering the Land of Israel. We broke that vision; the
Luchos were shattered and we wandered for forty years before
finally entering Israel. As he led us through the desert, Moshe had a

However,
unusually weak, becomes bedridden, experiences significant
dizziness, or develops dark circles around her eyes, she should break
her fast.

Likewise, if she begins experiencing contractions—even mild ones—
she should immediately eat and drink as needed.

A nursing mother whose baby is fully dependent on her milk, and
whose milk supply becomes insufficient because of the fast, should
break the fast and drink whatever fluids are necessary to restore her
milk supply. If she also needs to eat in order to do so, she should eat
as well.

if during the fast a pregnant or nursing woman feels

Question: Since Tishah B’Av falls on Thursday this year, when may
one resume haircuts, shaving, laundry, bathing, listening to music,
and eating meat and drinking wine?

Answer: For Sephardim, all of these restrictions end immediately
after the fast on Thursday night, with one exception: eating meat and
drinking wine remain prohibited until Shabbos begins (even if one
accepts Shabbos early).

Listening to music may be permitted from Friday at midday.

Going to the pool or the beach is permitted already on Thursday
night.

For Ashkenazim, anything done in honor of Shabbos may be done
immediately after the fast. Things that are not considered
preparations for Shabbos should wait until Friday at midday.
Therefore:

Haircuts and laundry are permitted on Thursday night.

Shaving is also permitted on Thursday night. However, if one plans to
shave again before Shabbos, it is preferable to wait and do so
specifically in honor of Shabbos.

Bathing is a bit different. Since most people bathe daily nowadays,
one may shower with cold water on Thursday night. Before Shabbos,
one may bathe normally without restriction.

Going to the pool or beach should wait until Friday after midday.
Listening to music, eating meat, and drinking wine are permitted
from Friday at midday (unless it is for a seudas mitzvah, in which
case they are permitted earlier).

This year's calendar allows us to transition quickly from the
mourning of Tishah B'Av into preparing for the kedushah and
simchah of Shabbos.
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dream to enter the Land of Israel. With the striking of a rock, his
dream was dashed. Bnei Yisrael hoped to live a life of Torah and
integrity as they entered Israel. Yet, years later we find ourselves
exiled without a home. At some point, we each had dreams, hopes
and aspirations. But over time, those dreams fade, or even shatter,
and we are left with blurry eyes that can’t see much farther than our
day-to-day life. When did we stop dreaming of being better spouses,
parents or children? When did we give up on ending our bad habits?
When did we lose hope of improving ourselves and aspiring for
greater things??

Tisha B’Av is a day when extraordinary dreams came crashing down,
when visions were shattered. But Shabbos Chazon is a day when we
are told to restore our vision, when we are made aware that we can
fix our sight and hopes. Perhaps what it means to “see” the third Beis
HaMikdash is to realize that we can still strive to achieve greatness,
to work towards personal and national redemption! It’'s a Shabbos
where Yeshayahu warns us of calamity and destruction but
concludes with hope, “Tzion will be redeemed through justice and her
penitent through righteousness.” Thus, Shabbos Chazon precedes
Tisha B’Av to teach us there’s a larger picture, a greater vision yet to
come.

Hashem should help each of us revive our hopes and visions. And
iy”H we should merit to see the vision of the third Beis HaMikdash
become reality.
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The last of the five books of Moshe is called Devarim because of the
opening words of the book, but it is known by our Sages as Mishneh
Torah, the repeating of the Torah, which in English, translates as
Deuteronomy. This entire book is a review of everything Moshe
taught them over the past forty years. As he was about to pass on
from the world, he took the opportunity to give them his final review
and remarks.

Rashi tells us that Moshe’s final words to the people were actually a
long speech of rebuke, as he chastised them for all of the sins that
they and their parents committed throughout their journey in the
desert. Perhaps this is the reason why we always begin the book of
Devarim right before Tisha B’av and we continue to read from it
until after the Days of Judgment. As we reflect on the destruction of
both Temples and as we approach the days of judgment, we need to
focus on rebuke, on scrutinizing our actions to gain insight into what
more needs to be done on our part so that we will yet again merit to
have a Beit Hamikdash.

One of the sins that Moshe rebuked the people for was that of the
spies for which they were punished to wander in the desert for close
to forty years. Moshe prefaces the episode by telling them how “you
all appoached me” asking me to send spies. Rashi explains that the
people approached Moshe in a state of panic and disarray, the
youth pushed past the elders and the elders pushed past the
leaders bombarding him with their demand. Rashi contrasts this
episode with one in next week’s parsha regarding the revelation at
Mt. Sinai. After Hashem spoke directly to the people, giving them
the first two of the ten commandments, the people approached
Moshe asking him to receive the remaining commandments on their
behalf, as they were too terrified to hear the words of Hashem
directly. Surprisingly, Moshe and Hashem agreed to their request.
The Torah uses the same language describing how the people
“approached” Moshe, but this time Rashi explains that they came in
an orderly fashion, the leaders in front, followed by the elders,
followed by the youth. They approached Moshe with derech eretz,
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a RABBI RAPHAEL STOHL

Sefer Devarim is Moshe’s retelling of the Torah (n7in nawn). Our
Rabbis teach that Hashem repeated this sefer to us in Moshe’s own
words and that it was told with Moshe’s own voice.

The Torah is teaching us a profound lesson. We can’t just learn the
Torah. We much OWN the Torah. We must make a )17 on it. We must
make it OURS.

After we learn, we should repeat it in our own words to our friends
and family. We must be proud of it. We must OWN it.

Indeed, our Rabbis teach that a non Tn'7n is allowed to be 7nin on
his T12>. Why is this? After all, a >N Tn7n represents Torah. How can
he be '7nin on Nn1INn T12>? Our Rabbis answer that a bdn TN7n owns
his Torah! He can be 7nin because the Torah is possession.
Remarkable! Learn it. Love it. OWN IT.

THANK YOU TO RABBI RAPHAEL STOLL FOR AN INCREDIBLE MONTH OF TORAH,
INSPIRATION, AND CONNECTION. HIS IMPACT WAS FELT BY OUR AVREICHIM,
BOCHURIM, AND THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY. WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO RABBI
STOLL AND HIS WONDERFUL FAMILY FOR ALL THEY GAVE AND WISH THEM MUCH
HATZLACHAH IN EVERYTHING THEY DO. THEY WILL ALWAYS HAVE A HOME AT RCK.
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proper etiquette, as opposed to by the spies who approached Moshe
without respect and etiquette. Rashi in our parsha tells us that the
decision to send the spies was good in Moshe’s eyes but not in the
eyes of Hashem. Hashem felt that sending the spies was a bad idea.
Yet in next week’s parsha when the people made their request for
Hashem to speak to Moshe and not to them, both Moshe and
Hashem were pleased with the idea.
It could likely be that Hashem found the request to send spies
inappropriate on its own merit, whereas the request to speak via
Moshe was appropriate on its own merit.
Perhaps, though, we can suggest that on its own, there was nothing
inappropriate about sending spies, just like there was nothing
inappropriate about their request to receive Hashem’s word through
Moshe. The difference, rather, lays in how the request was made!
And this is what Rashi is coming to stress. More important than the
request itself is how the request is made! Is the request being made
with respect, order and proper protocol, or is it being made with
poor midot? Had the people approached Moshe in an orderly fashion
requesting the spies, with the youth respecting the elders and the
elders respecting their leaders, Hashem may have agreed to it, since
it was coming from a display of proper midot. But once Hashem saw
that they behaved poorly, with chutzpah and disrespect, He already
knew that nothing good could come from such an episode.
Although the people who were at Moshe’s final speech did not take
part in the sin of the spies or the other sins Moshe is rebuking them
for, the lessons that He is teaching them is as pertinent for them as
ever and it is especially pertinent for us today.
Behind every “great” sin are bad midot. The sin of the golden calf,
the spies, all of the complaints, stemmed from an underlying flaw in
their characters. Disrespect, combativeness against one another,
chutzpah, intolerance and brazenness are some of the traits that led
to their undoing.
The fact that we are still suffering this long exile, highlighted by the
absence of our Temple, proves that the bad traits that necessitated
Moshe’s rebuke, and led to our Temples’ destruction, still plague us
today.
Let’s use these days to reflect and to make amends so that we can
look forward with optimism to the coming days of redemption!
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One of the most remarkable midrashim in all of Chazal is found in
the Yerushalmi. A Jewish farmer was plowing his field when
suddenly his cow let out a loud moo. A passing Arab said to him:
"Yid, untie your plow. The Beis Hamikdash of the Jews has been
destroyed."

A few moments later the cow mooed again. The same Arab said: "Yid,
tie your plow back up. The redeemer of the Jews has just been
born." On the very day the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, Mashiach
was born. When a person falls, fails, or loses something precious, it
is very easy to think the story is over. With Hashem it works exactly
the opposite way. On the day of the greatest destruction, He was
already preparing the geulah.

That is the greatest gift of Tisha B'Av. Knowing that even when we
cannot see any light at all, Hashem is already building the future.
Weekly Challenge: In my opinion this is the hardest avodah of all. In
your most challenging moments, remember that is exactly where
your personal geulah begins.

May we all be zocheh to go up to the Beis Hamikdash with our
families, and with everything our hearts are missing, already by the
coming Yom Tov of Sukkos. Amen!
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