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This week’s parsha describes the Jewish people’s exodus from Egypt.
Before the final plague was inflicted upon the Egyptians. Moshe
instructed Paroah that “Kachatzot halaiyla”, around midnight, Hashem
would kill all firstborn Egyptians throughout the land.

“kachatzot” here, to the word
“bachatzi”, at midnight, that the Torah uses later when it describes the
plague as it actually unfolded. Why did Moshe use the words, “around

The medrash contrasts the word

midnight” and the Torah used the words “at midnight?” The medrash
explains that although Hashem knows when midnight strikes and
therefore the plague truly occurred exactly then, human beings could
not know exactly when midnight was, since they did not have
timepieces that could tell them precisely when midnight occurred. Had
Moshe prophesized that the plague would take place precisely at
midnight “kachatzot”, the people may have thought that it took place a
few minutes after midnight, accusing Moshe (and perhaps Hashem) of
being a liar!

Because Moshe did not want such a chilul Hashem to occur during the
most miraculous of plagues, he left a bit of ambiguity in his prophecy,
saying that the plague would occur around midnight!

We see from here the level of heresy that still existed in Egypt. Moshe
had already been accurate the previous nine plagues, and the killing of
the first born did indeed take place, so what difference would it make if
the plague took place at 12:00 am or at 12:02 am?

Moshe did not want to give the wicked Egyptians, who's goal it was to
deny Hashem to whatever degree they could, fuel to doubt Hashem
even one iota! Therefore, Moshe told Paroah and the Egyptians that
the plague would strike approximately at midnight.

| am curious as to what Moshe told the Jewish people when he told
them to prepare for the plague. He certainly addressed them, for he
needed to instruct them on the laws of korban Pesach and Pesach seder
that took place that night. Did Moshe, when he prophesized the plague
to the Jews, use the word “kachatzot”, approximately midnight, or
“bachatzi”, at midnight precisely?

| venture that Moshe used the same expression with the Jews as he did
with the Egyptians, for the medrash later reveals that the level of faith
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that the Jewish people were on, was not much better than that of the
Egyptians. When the Jews were trapped at the Yam Suf and Moshe
wanted to split the sea, the angels complained to Hashem, “Why are
you saving the Jews and destroying the Egyptians. These are idol
worshippers and these are idol worshippers!”

Moshe knew that the level of faith that the Jewish people were on was
also very low and certainly he would not use a language that would
leave the people doubting the accuracy of the prophecy.

Seeing as their newfound faith was weak at best, and as the angels
claim later that the Jews were idol worshippers, why did Hashem save
the Jewish people? The answer can be found at the end of the parsha.
On seder night, we read about the four sons. The wicked son, the
simple son, the wise son, and the son who doesn’t know how to ask.
These sons are derived from the four places in the Torah where it
describes a father relating the story of Egypt to his son. Three out of
those four passages are in this week’s parshal The wicked son, the son
who doesn’t know how to ask, and the simple son are covered in our
parsha. The wise son is discussed in Devarim. The order in which the
three sons appear in our parsha is enlightening. First the wicked son,
then the son who doesn’t know how to ask, then the simple son.

It would appear that the Torah is suggesting a progression of sorts,
reflective of where the people were holding in their faith. First they
were “wicked”, lashing out against the mitzvot that were being thrust
upon them, as they asked, “What is all of this toil to you?” Later, they
were no longer hostile but not particularly interested either. They did
not ask “why?” but they also did not ask “why not?” Later still, they
progressed to the degree that they showed a simplistic interest in
Judaism, “What is this?” until eventually they grew to the degree that
in the book of Devarim, they are wise and want to know all of the
details of the Torah and its mitzvot.

This is the reason why Hashem saved the Jews and not the Egyptians.
Although the Jews were rebellious and idolatrous at first, they showed
potential and a willingness to learn and to grow. Moshe needed to
start with them as well with “kachatzot” but they grew and grew until
they all became wise sons, able to hear the words “bachatzi halaiyla!”
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Question: Is one allowed to clap his hands on Shabbat?

Chazal prohibited clapping on Shabbat because of the
concern that one might come to fix or adjust a musical instrument.
However, among Ashkenazim there are those who are lenient,
especially when the clapping is part of prayer or Shabbat songs. Even
so, many are careful to clap in an unusual way, meaning with a slight
change from normal clapping.

Clapping that is not done to a rhythm, such as clapping to wake
someone up, or applauding a speaker at the end of a talk, is
permitted according to all opinions, including for Sephardim.

Question: | saw that you can buy an oven with a Shabbat mode that is
advertised as working like a Shabbat hot plate. What does that
actually mean?

An oven with Shabbat mode, approved by a reliable halachic
institute, means that opening or closing the oven door does not turn
the heating elements on or off and does not cause any electrical
changes.

Because of this, you may place fully cooked food in the oven before
Shabbat, and during the Shabbat meal you can open and close the
oven door without any concern of breaking Shabbat.

However, you may not use the oven on Shabbat morning to heat up
food, even if the food is fully cooked and dry, because of the halachic
rule known as chazarah, returning food to a heat source.

Therefore, when advertisements claim that an oven with Shabbat
mode can fully replace a Shabbat hot plate, this is misleading and not
accurate.

The Blood of Life

Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

“And you were naked and exposed. | passed by you and saw you
struggling in your blood, and | said to you: By your blood you shall
live, and | said to you: By your blood you shall live.”

Chazal explain that Hashem wanted to redeem the Jewish people,
but they were “naked” — lacking mitzvos. Therefore, He gave them
two mitzvos connected to blood: the blood of the Korban Pesach
and the blood of bris milah. On that night, says the Midrash, the
blood of the Pesach mixed with the blood of the milah, and through
these two bloods they were redeemed. This raises a question, since
Chazal also teach that Israel was redeemed because they did not
change their names, language, or clothing. If so, they already had
merit. Rav Pinkus explains that these teachings are not
contradictions but parts of one picture. “In the merit of righteous
women” means that despite fear, suffering, and slavery, Jewish
women continued to bring children into the world, creating a nation
that could be redeemed.

Question: After | already heard Havdalah in the synagogue, may |
make Havdalah again at home for my wife and daughters?

For Sephardim, the answer is yes.
For Ashkenazim, however, the Rema was concerned about opinions
among the early authorities that women are exempt from the
mitzvah of Havdalah. According to those views, the concept of
mutual obligation (areivut) does not apply, and therefore a man
cannot make Havdalah again only for women.
This creates two concerns: first, that he may not actually fulfill their
obligation for them, since areivut would not apply; and second, that
it could result in a blessing said in vain.
However, women may make Havdalah for themselves. If they are
uncomfortable drinking the wine, the man may drink it for them.
Therefore, for Ashkenazim, the recommended solution is to have
intention not to fulfill one’s obligation with the Havdalah in the
synagogue, so that he can later make Havdalah at home and fulfill
the obligation for himself and his family.

used to measure the
temperature of food require immersion in a mikveh?

Question: Does a food thermometer
It appears that a food thermometer is exempt from
immersion, since it is not considered a utensil used for eating. Even
though it comes into contact with food during cooking, it does not
directly serve in preparing the food. Rather, it is only used to
measure temperature in order to know cooking times and similar
needs.
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“They did not change their names, language, or clothing” means
they preserved a clear Jewish identity. But identity alone is not
enough to earn redemption. That is why the two mitzvos were
needed. The blood of Pesach represents sacrifice and willingness to
give everything to Hashem, even one’s life. The blood of milah
represents something deeper — not dying for Hashem, but living a
holy life with Him. Judaism is not only about readiness for mesirus
nefesh, but about shaping daily life with kedusha. One without the
other is incomplete. Someone willing to die for Hashem but unable
to live a life of holiness is missing milah. Someone who lives Jewishly
but lacks total devotion is missing Pesach. Only together do they
form a complete bond: we are with Hashem in life, and willing to
give life if needed. That is why the verse repeats: “By your blood you
shall live.”
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	This week’s parsha describes the Jewish people’s exodus from Egypt. Before the final plague was inflicted upon the Egyptians. Moshe instructed Paroah that “Kachatzot halaiyla”, around midnight, Hashem would kill all firstborn Egyptians throughout the land. The medrash contrasts the word “kachatzot” here, to the word “bachatzi”, at midnight, that the Torah uses later when it describes the plague as it actually unfolded. Why did Moshe use the words, “around midnight” and the Torah used the words “at midnight?” The medrash explains that although Hashem knows when midnight strikes and therefore the plague truly occurred exactly then, human beings could not know exactly when midnight was, since they did not have timepieces that could tell them precisely when midnight occurred. Had Moshe prophesized that the plague would take place precisely at midnight “kachatzot”, the people may have thought that it took place a few minutes after midnight, accusing Moshe (and perhaps Hashem) of being a liar! Because Moshe did not want such a chilul Hashem to occur during the most miraculous of plagues, he left a bit of ambiguity in his prophecy, saying that the plague would occur around midnight! We see from here the level of heresy that still existed in Egypt. Moshe had already been accurate the previous nine plagues, and the killing of the first born did indeed take place, so what difference would it make if the plague took place at 12:00 am or at 12:02 am? Moshe did not want to give the wicked Egyptians, who’s goal it was to deny Hashem to whatever degree they could, fuel to doubt Hashem even one iota! Therefore, Moshe told Paroah and the Egyptians that the plague would strike approximately at midnight. I am curious as to what Moshe told the Jewish people when he told them to prepare for the plague. He certainly addressed them, for he needed to instruct them on the laws of korban Pesach and Pesach seder that took place that night. Did Moshe, when he prophesized the plague to the Jews, use the word “kachatzot”, approximately midnight, or “bachatzi”, at midnight precisely? I venture that Moshe used the same expression with the Jews as he did with the Egyptians, for the medrash later reveals that the level of faith
	that the Jewish people were on, was not much better than that of the Egyptians. When the Jews were trapped at the Yam Suf and Moshe wanted to split the sea, the angels complained to Hashem, “Why are you saving the Jews and destroying the Egyptians. These are idol worshippers and these are idol worshippers!” Moshe knew that the level of faith that the Jewish people were on was also very low and certainly he would not use a language that would leave the people doubting the accuracy of the prophecy.  Seeing as their newfound faith was weak at best, and as the angels claim later that the Jews were idol worshippers, why did Hashem save the Jewish people? The answer can be found at the end of the parsha. On seder night, we read about the four sons. The wicked son, the simple son, the wise son, and the son who doesn’t know how to ask. These sons are derived from the four places in the Torah where it describes a father relating the story of Egypt to his son. Three out of those four passages are in this week’s parsha! The wicked son, the son who doesn’t know how to ask, and the simple son are covered in our parsha. The wise son is discussed in Devarim. The order in which the three sons appear in our parsha is enlightening. First the wicked son, then the son who doesn’t know how to ask, then the simple son. It would appear that the Torah is suggesting a progression of sorts, reflective of where the people were holding in their faith. First they were “wicked”, lashing out against the mitzvot that were being thrust upon them, as they asked, “What is all of this toil to you?” Later, they were no longer hostile but not particularly interested either. They did not ask “why?” but they also did not ask “why not?” Later still, they progressed to the degree that they showed a simplistic interest in Judaism, “What is this?” until eventually they grew to the degree that in the book of Devarim, they are wise and want to know all of the details of the Torah and its mitzvot. This is the reason why Hashem saved the Jews and not the Egyptians. Although the Jews were rebellious and idolatrous at first, they showed potential and a willingness to learn and to grow. Moshe needed to start with them as well with “kachatzot” but they grew and grew until they all became wise sons, able to hear the words “bachatzi halaiyla!”
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