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This week we read about the tragic downfall of Am Yisrael when the
spies that they sent to tour the land, before they conquered it,
returned with a very negative report. Had they merely stuck to the
facts and relayed to Moshe the land’s strong points and weak points,
they would not have been faulted. Unfortunately, they then offered
their terrible analysis, telling the people that the land was not
conquerable and their journey was for nothing. This report, totally
bereft of any Emunah in Moshe or Hashem, angered Hashem to the
degree that He swore that the people would wander in the desert for
40 years, allowing all of the people to die out gradually. Indeed, only
the few who had not sinned were allowed entry into the land.

It is not surprising that the people cried and mourned when they
heard Hashem’s verdict against them. There were those who were in
denial of this decree, and they tried to rise against the gentiles to
conquer the land on their own, thinking they had a chance to succeed
when Hashem had already told them that at this stage it was
pointless. Sure enough, they were thoroughly defeated by the
gentiles and none who rose up survived.

At this point one could only imagine the morale of the Jewish people.
Once faced with the hopes of entering the land of Israel in a short
span of a couple months, they were now faced with the prospect of
wandering for 40 years, being told that none who sinned would merit
to enter the land. And if there still lingered any sliver of hope, that
was surely dashed when they saw the Jews, who tried to enter, killed
by the gentiles.

In the very next passage, Hashem instructs Moshe to tell the people
that when they will enter and live in the land of Israel, they may wish
to donate a sacrifice to Hashem as a goodwill gesture. The parsha
then details the laws of these sacrifices, depending on whether the
animal being offered was a bull, a sheep or a ram. Each one needed a
certain amount of oil and flour accompanying the animal.

It seems strange that Hashem would give them this passage now,
when there was certainly no rush to give it, now that they were 40
years away from entering the land and bringing these sacrifices. What
was the rush to give them this piece of Torah now? Rashi explains the
reason why Hashem gave them this piece now, was to reassure them

Point for Growth | What Does Hashem Really Think of You?!

that they or their children would enter the land! It was not a matter
of if but a matter of when!

Hashem saw how despondent they were. Surely they must have
doubted whether they would really enter the land. A lot could happen
in 40 years. Perhaps there would be more failures during those years
that would delay their entry into the land even further, or perhaps a
sin so severe would be committed that would cause them to forfeit
their rights to the land altogether. To console them, Hashem gave
them the parsha of these sacrifices which He prefaced with the words,
“When you will enter the land of Israel...” Hashem was promising
them that they would reach their destination!

The absolute worst emotion for the Jewish people to feel is Yi’ush, the
feeling that all hope is lost. Hashem made sure that although they had
reason to be disappointed and to even be a bit depressed over the
decree of the spies, they must never lose hope or stop believing. Their
entry into the land was guaranteed! It may take longer than originally
thought, but eventually they will get there.

Today we live in the land of Israel with tremendous blessing and
prosperity, but we too grow despondent and weary of the continuous
attacks meted out by our enemies. And despite our successes in
weakening our enemies, they seem to bounce back with a vengeance
to the point that we ask ourselves, will we ever truly be over this? Will
we ever be able to enjoy a life of peace in our homeland?

The answer is a resounding yes! Our parsha teaches us that it is ok to
feel discouraged at times but we must never give up hope. Just as
Hashem promised them after they were barred from entering the
land, that eventually they would succeed, all the more so we, who are
already in the land and have accomplished so much, will succeed
against our enemies to the point when peace will reign in the land and
we will no longer experience loss and pain. It is taking longer than we
hoped. When Israel and American attacked Iran on Parshat Zachor in
such a spectacular way, we thought the war would be over almost
immediately and yet we find ourselves still mired in struggles, with
our enemies showing little sign of surrender. Let’s remember that day
will come when we too will bring sacrifices of thanks with our Temple
rebuilt and peace restored to our land! May it come today!

RCK In memory of Shalorm ben Lev

After the sin of the spies, Hashem tells Moshe Rabbeinu: | will destroy them and make you
into a great nation. It sounds like the relationship is finished. But the navi Yirmiyahu brings
words that seem like a complete contradiction: | remember the kindness of your youth, the
love of your wedding, how you followed Me into the desert in an unsown land. The love of a
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wedding night, the deepest bond between husband and wife, and yet destroy them?! How do v
Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
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both of these things exist at once? EVERY OTHER FRIDAY

The answer is a fundamental principle. My thoughts are not your thoughts. Forty years in the Shacharis 7:00am | s | Rok: Ahuza 198
desert. Ten times they tested Him. Ten out of forty. Hashem looks at that and says: ten times.
Not forty. Not always. Ten. He doesn't zoom in on the failures. He zooms out on the entire

journey. Where is your heart? That is what rises before Him.

Weekly Challenge: When you look at your friend, your child, or your boss and see something
that bothers you, remember that Hashem looked at the ten times they angered Him in the
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desert and still called the entire journey a wedding night. Look at the full picture. There is far
more good there than what you see in this one moment. Ben Goldstein RCK Director
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Question: What is special about the date of the 23rd of Sivan, which
falls next week?

The Megillah (Esther 8:9) tells us that on this day the second
royal letters were sent out by Mordechai and Esther. These letters
granted the Jews permission to gather together, defend themselves,
and fight back against those who sought to harm them under the

authority of Haman’s original decree. The sefer Rosh Golas Ariel
relates in the name of the Imrei Emes of Gur that he chose this date
for his son's wedding and wrote in the invitation: "Just as our
ancestors rejoiced on this day, so too shall we rejoice."

Question: Some members of a shul want to break away and establish
an independent minyan.

Some argue that division is never beneficial and that “B’rov Am
Hadras Melech” — Hashem is honored when more people gather
together. Others argue that the city will benefit from an additional
shul and that more Torah and kedusha will spread. Who is correct?

If the goal of those leaving is genuinely I’'shem Shamayim,
such as creating a stronger Torah environment or opening a shul in an
area that lacks one, then their position is justified.

However, if the motivation is division, politics, or personal conflict,
then it is not the proper path, and every effort should be made to
preserve unity. That said, if the situation has already deteriorated and
ongoing arguments are creating tension and discord, it may be better
for the groups to separate in order to preserve peace.

Source: Minchas Asher, Vol. 3.

Question: | placed hot dairy pasta directly from the pot onto a meat
porcelain plate. What is the status of the plate?

This is certainly a halachic concern. Since the pasta was hot, we must
assume that the meat plate absorbed a dairy taste and therefore
requires koshering.

However, porcelain is generally treated as earthenware (cheres),
which Chazal ruled cannot be kashered through the usual methods. At
first glance, this would mean that the plate cannot be used and would
need to be discarded.

Nevertheless, in a case of significant financial loss, such as when the
plate is part of an expensive set and cannot be replaced individually,
there may be room for leniency.

This is because the absorption occurred through a kli sheini (a second
vessel), and some poskim maintain that a kli sheini does not cause
significant absorption.

In addition, some authorities rely on the opinion of the Baal Ha'ltur,
who holds that earthenware can be kashered through three rounds of
hagalah. Others add that one should wait an extended period of time
before doing so.

There is also the view of the Chacham Tzvi that after twelve months,
the absorbed taste has significantly deteriorated.

Therefore, in a case of substantial loss, a competent Rav should be
consulted, as there may be grounds to permit retaining the plate
under specific circumstances.

Two Spies. One Truth.
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

The Torah presents us with two people facing the exact same
challenge: Yehoshua and Kalev. Both remained loyal to Hashem. Both
rejected the spies’ report. Yet each took a completely different path.
Moshe changed Hoshea’s name to Yehoshua and prayed for him:
“May Hashem save you from the counsel of the spies.” But why did
Moshe pray only for Yehoshua? Was Kalev not facing the same
danger? Later, Chazal tell us that Kalev traveled to Chevron to daven
at the graves of the Avos. Why did only Kalev feel the need to go? And
at the end of the parsha, Hashem praises Kalev: “My servant Kalev had
a different spirit.” What about Yehoshua?

The Chafetz Chaim explains that when a person finds himself
surrounded by negative influences, there are two legitimate ways to
respond. Yehoshua chose the direct approach. From the beginning,
everyone knew exactly where he stood. He never hid his beliefs and
never tried to fit in. The advantage is obvious: when a person stands
firmly for his values, he protects himself from being influenced. But
there is a price. Someone who openly stands for truth often becomes
a target. People oppose him, criticize him, and sometimes try to harm
him. That is why Moshe prayed for Yehoshua. Not because he was
spiritually weak, but because he was exposed.

Kalev chose a different strategy. He stayed quiet. He allowed the spies
to think he was with them. Not because he agreed, and not because
he lacked courage. He was waiting for the right moment. When Kalev
finally spoke, people listened because they believed he was one of
them. Yehoshua could never have done that. Everyone already knew
his position. This approach also has an advantage. It allows a person
to influence people who would never listen to open opposition. But it
carries a different danger. When you spend enough time in a negative
environment, even with good intentions, some of that atmosphere
can begin to affect you. The cynicism can slowly seep in. That is why
Kalev went to Chevron. He needed a place to reconnect with who he
really was. He needed spiritual fuel to keep his inner fire alive.

This is why the Torah praises Kalev for having “a different spirit.” His
greatness was not only that he resisted the spies. It was that he
maintained an inner world of truth while living among people who
thought differently. This lesson is as relevant today as it was in the
desert. Sometimes we must be like Yehoshua, standing openly and
courageously for our values, even when it brings criticism. Other times
we must be like Kalev, working within the environment around us,
influencing quietly and patiently. But if we choose Kalev’s path, we
must ask ourselves: Where is our Chevron? Where do we reconnect?
Where do we recharge? What keeps our inner fire burning? Because
whether we stand like Yehoshua or influence like Kalev, one thing is
certain: if we do not actively strengthen ourselves, the fire we started
with may slowly fade away.
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	This week we read about the tragic downfall of Am Yisrael when the spies that they sent to tour the land, before they conquered it, returned with a very negative report. Had they merely stuck to the facts and relayed to Moshe the land’s strong points and weak points, they would not have been faulted. Unfortunately, they then offered their terrible analysis, telling the people that the land was not conquerable and their journey was for nothing. This report, totally bereft of any Emunah in Moshe or Hashem, angered Hashem to the degree that He swore that the people would wander in the desert for 40 years, allowing all of the people to die out gradually. Indeed, only the few who had not sinned were allowed entry into the land. It is not surprising that the people cried and mourned when they heard Hashem’s verdict against them. There were those who were in denial of this decree, and they tried to rise against the gentiles to conquer the land on their own, thinking they had a chance to succeed when Hashem had already told them that at this stage it was pointless. Sure enough, they were thoroughly defeated by the gentiles and none who rose up survived. At this point one could only imagine the morale of the Jewish people. Once faced with the hopes of entering the land of Israel in a short span of a couple months, they were now faced with the prospect of wandering for 40 years, being told that none who sinned would merit to enter the land. And if there still lingered any sliver of hope, that was surely dashed when they saw the Jews, who tried to enter, killed by the gentiles. In the very next passage, Hashem instructs Moshe to tell the people that when they will enter and live in the land of Israel, they may wish to donate a sacrifice to Hashem as a goodwill gesture. The parsha then details the laws of these sacrifices, depending on whether the animal being offered was a bull, a sheep or a ram. Each one needed a certain amount of oil and flour accompanying the animal. It seems strange that Hashem would give them this passage now, when there was certainly no rush to give it, now that they were 40 years away from entering the land and bringing these sacrifices. What was the rush to give them this piece of Torah now? Rashi explains the reason why Hashem gave them this piece now, was to reassure them
	that they or their children would enter the land! It was not a matter of if but a matter of when! Hashem saw how despondent they were. Surely they must have doubted whether they would really enter the land. A lot could happen in 40 years. Perhaps there would be more failures during those years that would delay their entry into the land even further, or perhaps a sin so severe would be committed that would cause them to forfeit their rights to the land altogether. To console them, Hashem gave them the parsha of these sacrifices which He prefaced with the words, “When you will enter the land of Israel...” Hashem was promising them that they would reach their destination! The absolute worst emotion for the Jewish people to feel is Yi’ush, the feeling that all hope is lost. Hashem made sure that although they had reason to be disappointed and to even be a bit depressed over the decree of the spies, they must never lose hope or stop believing. Their entry into the land was guaranteed! It may take longer than originally thought, but eventually they will get there. Today we live in the land of Israel with tremendous blessing and prosperity, but we too grow despondent and weary of the continuous attacks meted out by our enemies. And despite our successes in weakening our enemies, they seem to bounce back with a vengeance to the point that we ask ourselves, will we ever truly be over this? Will we ever be able to enjoy a life of peace in our homeland? The answer is a resounding yes! Our parsha teaches us that it is ok to feel discouraged at times but we must never give up hope. Just as Hashem promised them after they were barred from entering the land, that eventually they would succeed, all the more so we, who are already in the land and have accomplished so much, will succeed against our enemies to the point when peace will reign in the land and we will no longer experience loss and pain. It is taking longer than we hoped. When Israel and American attacked Iran on Parshat Zachor in such a spectacular way, we thought the war would be over almost immediately and yet we find ourselves still mired in struggles, with our enemies showing little sign of surrender. Let’s remember that day will come when we too will bring sacrifices of thanks with our Temple rebuilt and peace restored to our land! May it come today!
	🌱 Point for Growth | What Does Hashem Really Think of You?! After the sin of the spies, Hashem tells Moshe Rabbeinu: I will destroy them and make you into a great nation. It sounds like the relationship is finished. But the navi Yirmiyahu brings words that seem like a complete contradiction: I remember the kindness of your youth, the love of your wedding, how you followed Me into the desert in an unsown land. The love of a wedding night, the deepest bond between husband and wife, and yet destroy them?! How do both of these things exist at once? The answer is a fundamental principle. My thoughts are not your thoughts. Forty years in the desert. Ten times they tested Him. Ten out of forty. Hashem looks at that and says: ten times. Not forty. Not always. Ten. He doesn't zoom in on the failures. He zooms out on the entire journey. Where is your heart? That is what rises before Him. Weekly Challenge: When you look at your friend, your child, or your boss and see something that bothers you, remember that Hashem looked at the ten times they angered Him in the desert and still called the entire journey a wedding night. Look at the full picture. There is far more good there than what you see in this one moment. Ben Goldstein RCK Director
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	Question: What is special about the date of the 23rd of Sivan, which falls next week? Answer: The Megillah (Esther 8:9) tells us that on this day the second royal letters were sent out by Mordechai and Esther. These letters granted the Jews permission to gather together, defend themselves, and fight back against those who sought to harm them under the authority of Haman’s original decree. The sefer Rosh Golas Ariel relates in the name of the Imrei Emes of Gur that he chose this date for his son's wedding and wrote in the invitation: "Just as our ancestors rejoiced on this day, so too shall we rejoice."
	Question: Some members of a shul want to break away and establish an independent minyan. Some argue that division is never beneficial and that “B’rov Am Hadras Melech” — Hashem is honored when more people gather together. Others argue that the city will benefit from an additional shul and that more Torah and kedusha will spread. Who is correct? Answer: If the goal of those leaving is genuinely l’shem Shamayim, such as creating a stronger Torah environment or opening a shul in an area that lacks one, then their position is justified. However, if the motivation is division, politics, or personal conflict, then it is not the proper path, and every effort should be made to preserve unity. That said, if the situation has already deteriorated and ongoing arguments are creating tension and discord, it may be better for the groups to separate in order to preserve peace. Source: Minchas Asher, Vol. 3.
	Question: I placed hot dairy pasta directly from the pot onto a meat porcelain plate. What is the status of the plate? Answer: This is certainly a halachic concern. Since the pasta was hot, we must assume that the meat plate absorbed a dairy taste and therefore requires koshering. However, porcelain is generally treated as earthenware (cheres), which Chazal ruled cannot be kashered through the usual methods. At first glance, this would mean that the plate cannot be used and would need to be discarded. Nevertheless, in a case of significant financial loss, such as when the plate is part of an expensive set and cannot be replaced individually, there may be room for leniency.  This is because the absorption occurred through a kli sheini (a second vessel), and some poskim maintain that a kli sheini does not cause significant absorption. In addition, some authorities rely on the opinion of the Baal Ha'Itur, who holds that earthenware can be kashered through three rounds of hagalah. Others add that one should wait an extended period of time before doing so.  There is also the view of the Chacham Tzvi that after twelve months, the absorbed taste has significantly deteriorated. Therefore, in a case of substantial loss, a competent Rav should be consulted, as there may be grounds to permit retaining the plate under specific circumstances.
	Kalev chose a different strategy. He stayed quiet. He allowed the spies to think he was with them. Not because he agreed, and not because he lacked courage. He was waiting for the right moment. When Kalev finally spoke, people listened because they believed he was one of them. Yehoshua could never have done that. Everyone already knew his position. This approach also has an advantage. It allows a person to influence people who would never listen to open opposition. But it carries a different danger. When you spend enough time in a negative environment, even with good intentions, some of that atmosphere can begin to affect you. The cynicism can slowly seep in. That is why Kalev went to Chevron. He needed a place to reconnect with who he really was. He needed spiritual fuel to keep his inner fire alive. This is why the Torah praises Kalev for having “a different spirit.” His greatness was not only that he resisted the spies. It was that he maintained an inner world of truth while living among people who thought differently. This lesson is as relevant today as it was in the desert. Sometimes we must be like Yehoshua, standing openly and courageously for our values, even when it brings criticism. Other times we must be like Kalev, working within the environment around us, influencing quietly and patiently. But if we choose Kalev’s path, we must ask ourselves: Where is our Chevron? Where do we reconnect? Where do we recharge? What keeps our inner fire burning? Because whether we stand like Yehoshua or influence like Kalev, one thing is certain: if we do not actively strengthen ourselves, the fire we started with may slowly fade away.

	Two Spies. One Truth.
	Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi
	The Torah presents us with two people facing the exact same challenge: Yehoshua and Kalev. Both remained loyal to Hashem. Both rejected the spies’ report. Yet each took a completely different path. Moshe changed Hoshea’s name to Yehoshua and prayed for him: “May Hashem save you from the counsel of the spies.” But why did Moshe pray only for Yehoshua? Was Kalev not facing the same danger? Later, Chazal tell us that Kalev traveled to Chevron to daven at the graves of the Avos. Why did only Kalev feel the need to go? And at the end of the parsha, Hashem praises Kalev: “My servant Kalev had a different spirit.” What about Yehoshua? The Chafetz Chaim explains that when a person finds himself surrounded by negative influences, there are two legitimate ways to respond. Yehoshua chose the direct approach. From the beginning, everyone knew exactly where he stood. He never hid his beliefs and never tried to fit in. The advantage is obvious: when a person stands firmly for his values, he protects himself from being influenced. But there is a price. Someone who openly stands for truth often becomes a target. People oppose him, criticize him, and sometimes try to harm him. That is why Moshe prayed for Yehoshua. Not because he was spiritually weak, but because he was exposed.





