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This week’s parsha describes the chance meeting between Yaakov
and Rachel. Yaakov had just arrived in Haran and found himself next
to a watering well with a large rock covering its mouth. As the
shepherds were waiting for a few additional men to help lift the rock,
so that they may water their flocks, Rachel shows up shepherding her
own sheep.

The Torah then describes that Yaakov ran over to greet her,
whereupon he broke out crying. Rashi gives two explanations as to
why he cried. Yaakov had seen a prophetic vision, revealing to him
that Rachel would not be buried together with him in the Maarat
Hamachpela. Another reason that he cried was because he had
neither jewelry nor any other gifts to give to her or to her family.
Unlike Eliezer, who, when looking for a wife for Yitzchak, came
bearing many gifts, Yaakov had none. For this he cried!

Rashi explains that there was no way that Yitzchak would have sent
Yaakov on a mission to find a wife, without loading him up with gifts
to give to the girl and her family. It is obvious then, that Yaakov did
leave Beer Sheva with many possessions but “lost” them on the way.
Now Eliphaz, Eisav’s son, was instructed by his father to search out
and kill Yaakov, but Eliphaz was on good terms with Yaakov’s family
because he grew up “in the lap” of Yitzchak, his grandfather, and was
therefore loathe to kill Yaakov. Wanting to fulfill his father’s wish to
kill Yaakov, yet not wanting to cause harm to Yitzchak’s family,
Yaakov suggested that Eliphaz take all of his possessions, using the
Talmudic dictum that “a poor person is considered as a dead one.” By
taking his money and turning Yaakov into a poor man, Eliphaz could
go back to his father and confirm in fact that he did “kill” Yaakov.

We can learn a lot about Eliphaz from this medrash. We see that just
as Eisav held strongly to the mitzvah of Kibbud Av, honoring his
father, so too did Eliphaz value this mitzvah, for if not, he could have
solved his problem simply by lying to his father. He could have told
Eisav that he killed Yaakov as he commanded him, when in truth he
let him go. The fact that Yaakov needed to come up with this plan
shows that Eliphaz was compelled to heed his father’s words. On the
other hand, the halacha clearly states that if your father commands

you to do a sin against Hashem, you are not allowed to listen to him.
The fact that Eliphaz felt compelled to listen to his father even when
the task given to him was clearly forbidden by Hashem, shows us that
he may have cared about his father’s wishes, but he clearly did not
care about Hashem’s. We see this further in next week’s parsha when
the Torah lists the family tree of Eisav. Rashi explains that based on
the family tree, we must conclude that men slept with their mothers,
daughters, etc and begot children from these illicit unions, Eliphaz
being included in the list of sinners. Clearly, following Hashem was
not Eliphaz’s strongpoint!

If so, we must ask why it is that Yitzchak invested so much time and
effort into raising Eliphaz, to the degree that Rashi describes his
childhood as one whereby he grew up in “the lap” of Yitzchak! If
Eliphaz was the unsavory character he seems to have been, why did
Yitzchak raise him and nurture him? Why not throw him out of the
house?!

We see from here that a parent or grandparent cannot afford to give
up on any child! And even if the efforts of the parent to raise his child
in the ways of Torah and mitzvot do seem to succeed, who's to knows
what positive effect the love that was given to the child will have on
him in the long run.

True, Yitzchak did not seem to succeed with Eliphaz. He failed to
instill a love of Hashem and morality into him. Yet, had it not been for
Yitzchak’s efforts, Eliphaz would have had no qualms to kill Yaakov in
the most literal sense of the word! The only thing that stopped him
from actually killing Yaakov and fulfilling his father’s command to the
fullest, was that he remembered the love he received from Yaakov’s
father. And that is what saved Yaakov’s life!

Had Eliphaz killed Yaakov, there would be no Jewish people! The
entire existence of the Jewish people can be pinned on Yitzchak for
showing Eliphaz love and kindness. Although he may not have
succeeded with Eliphaz in the short term, his actions had a ripple
effect that led to Yaakov’s salvation. We learn from here never to
reject a child! Always show them love and acceptance for we never
know how salvation will grow from the actions that we do!

Join our exciting Bar Mitzvah program, held every two weeks on
Motzei Shabbat at the Raanana Community Kollel, for a six-month
journey. Led by Rabbi Bernstein and Rabbi Gibli. Starting Motzei
Shabbat, December 7th (Parashat Vayetzei). Scan the QR code below!
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Join us on Tuesday, December 10 at 8 PM for our rally event with a
rich buffet. We'll share tools to help you lead our year-end campaign
launching Sunday, December 15, to secure funding for the upcoming
year.RSVP now and make a difference! Warmly, Dovid Horwitz
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	This week’s parsha describes the chance meeting between Yaakov and Rachel. Yaakov had just arrived in Haran and found himself next to a watering well with a large rock covering its mouth. As the shepherds were waiting for a few additional men to help lift the rock, so that they may water their flocks, Rachel shows up shepherding her own sheep. The Torah then describes that Yaakov ran over to greet her, whereupon he broke out crying. Rashi gives two explanations as to why he cried. Yaakov had seen a prophetic vision, revealing to him that Rachel would not be buried together with him in the Maarat Hamachpela. Another reason that he cried was because he had neither jewelry nor any other gifts to give to her or to her family. Unlike Eliezer, who, when looking for a wife for Yitzchak, came bearing many gifts, Yaakov had none. For this he cried! Rashi explains that there was no way that Yitzchak would have sent Yaakov on a mission to find a wife, without loading him up with gifts to give to the girl and her family. It is obvious then, that Yaakov did leave Beer Sheva with many possessions but “lost” them on the way. Now Eliphaz, Eisav’s son, was instructed by his father to search out and kill Yaakov, but Eliphaz was on good terms with Yaakov’s family because he grew up “in the lap” of Yitzchak, his grandfather, and was therefore loathe to kill Yaakov. Wanting to fulfill his father’s wish to kill Yaakov, yet not wanting to cause harm to Yitzchak’s family, Yaakov suggested that Eliphaz take all of his possessions, using the Talmudic dictum that “a poor person is considered as a dead one.” By taking his money and turning Yaakov into a poor man, Eliphaz could go back to his father and confirm in fact that he did “kill” Yaakov. We can learn a lot about Eliphaz from this medrash. We see that just as Eisav held strongly to the mitzvah of Kibbud Av, honoring his father, so too did Eliphaz value this mitzvah, for if not, he could have solved his problem simply by lying to his father. He could have told Eisav that he killed Yaakov as he commanded him, when in truth he let him go. The fact that Yaakov needed to come up with this plan shows that Eliphaz was compelled to heed his father’s words. On the other hand, the halacha clearly states that if your father commands
	you to do a sin against Hashem, you are not allowed to listen to him. The fact that Eliphaz felt compelled to listen to his father even when the task given to him was clearly forbidden by Hashem, shows us that he may have cared about his father’s wishes, but he clearly did not care about Hashem’s. We see this further in next week’s parsha when the Torah lists the family tree of Eisav. Rashi explains that based on the family tree, we must conclude that men slept with their mothers, daughters, etc and begot children from these illicit unions, Eliphaz being included in the list of sinners. Clearly, following Hashem was not Eliphaz’s strongpoint! If so, we must ask why it is that Yitzchak invested so much time and effort into raising Eliphaz, to the degree that Rashi describes his childhood as one whereby he grew up in “the lap” of Yitzchak! If Eliphaz was the unsavory character he seems to have been, why did Yitzchak raise him and nurture him? Why not throw him out of the house?! We see from here that a parent or grandparent cannot afford to give up on any child! And even if the efforts of the parent to raise his child in the ways of Torah and mitzvot do seem to succeed, who’s to knows what positive effect the love that was given to the child will have on him in the long run. True, Yitzchak did not seem to succeed with Eliphaz. He failed to instill a love of Hashem and morality into him. Yet, had it not been for Yitzchak’s efforts, Eliphaz would have had no qualms to kill Yaakov in the most literal sense of the word! The only thing that stopped him from actually killing Yaakov and fulfilling his father’s command to the fullest, was that he remembered the love he received from Yaakov’s father. And that is what saved Yaakov’s life! Had Eliphaz killed Yaakov, there would be no Jewish people! The entire existence of the Jewish people can be pinned on Yitzchak for showing Eliphaz love and kindness. Although he may not have succeeded with Eliphaz in the short term, his actions had a ripple effect that led to Yaakov’s salvation. We learn from here never to reject a child! Always show them love and acceptance for we never know how salvation will grow from the actions that we do!
	Join our exciting Bar Mitzvah program, held every two weeks on Motzei Shabbat at the Raanana Community Kollel, for a six-month journey. Led by Rabbi Bernstein and Rabbi Gibli. Starting Motzei Shabbat, December 7th (Parashat Vayetzei). Scan the QR code below!
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	Join us on Tuesday, December 10 at 8 PM for our rally event with a rich buffet. We'll share tools to help you lead our year-end campaign launching Sunday, December 15, to secure funding for the upcoming year.RSVP now and make a difference! Warmly, Dovid Horwitz
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