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The parshiyot of Behar and Bechukotai are more often than not, read
together as one Torah reading.

Coupling parshiyot over the course of the year is necessary, as there
are not enough Shabbatot to allow the annual completion of the
Torah reading cycle if we would never double up on any of the
parshiyot.

We have an established tradition as to which readings can be joined
and which cannot. We must assume therefore, that there is a reason
behind why some readings can be joined together and most not.
Those that can be joined together must share some thematic
connection, to allow them to be read together as one.

What does Behar and Bechukotai share in common, that our tradition
allows them to be read together?

Let’s examine the themes of each parsha and the connection will
become obvious.

Parshat Behar contains a verse that is repeated numerous times. “You
are my slaves and servants, who | took out of the land of Egypt,” says
Hashem. A central topic in Behar is the discussion of the laws of
owning Hebrew slaves. A Hebrew slave must leave his master after six

2

We look at our youth and we know there is more potential. The

Point for Growth | Parshas Behar: Three Fingers

When you point at someone, one finger points at them; Three ;
fingers point back at you. & i
connection to Torah can go deeper. The growth can be greater. And we
all want that. But before we point, we need to face the three fingers
pointing back at us and ask: did we give them a model to follow? Did
they see what a real Ben Torah looks like up close, in real life, every
single day?

The Torah in Parshas Behar speaks directly to this. The eved ivri didn't
fall because he was a bad person; He fell because he never had the
right model in front of him. He stole and was sold because of his theft.
And what does the Torah prescribe? Not a lecture. Not a punishment.
Six years living inside the home of a righteous Jew who lives with yiras
shamayim and middos tovos, who volunteers to take him under his
care. So much so that the Gemara in Kiddushin 20a says: whoever buys
a Jewish servant is like buying a master for himself.

The obligation is to provide him with the same conditions you provide
for yourself. Food, sleep, everything together. Tosfos asks: what if the
master has only one pillow, only one steak? What do you do? You give
it to him. You don't take it for yourself. Because the whole point is that
he sees how you treat people. He sees what it looks like to live as a Jew.
And that vision becomes his vision.

This is exactly what the RCK Summer Kollel is built on. Fifteen of the
finest American bochurim joining our community, three sedarim a day,
together with Rabbi Raphael Stohl, known for his remarkable ability to
bring the geshmak of Torah to life, to make Rashi breathe in the beit
midrash, and to help you feel what the Tosfos was struggling with.

We will learn the seventh perek of Maseches Brachos together. And this
is your opportunity too.

In the mornings you can join them for learning in the beit midrash, and
in the evenings they will be available to learn with children, teenagers,
and baalei batim from the community.

years and must not be oppressed by his him. He must be treated with
dignity and not given laborious work that is beneath him. This is
because Jews are meant to be servants to Hashem and not to other
human beings. Even when a Jew must sell himself due to dire

financial straits, the master must never make the servant feel
enslaved in a demeaning way by him.

We were born to be servants of Hashem. This is the purpose for
which we entered into the covenant with Him. Once we have
internalized this message, the theme of Bechukotai, reward and
punishment, becomes clear.

The Torah promises us wonderful blessings if we serve Hashem
correctly and terrible misfortunes if we rebel against Him. Keeping
the Torah is not a luxury that we choose to accept (or not accept)
upon ourselves. We are not Hashem’s equals, we are His servants! A
servant does not choose his workload. He listens to his master and
If he is faithful,

properly, but if he rebels, he will be reprimanded severely. We too

fulfills his commands. his master will reward him
must realize that life is not a game. It is serious and the consequences
of our actions are far reaching. As servants, we must choose wisely!

If you have time this summer, spend one month in Ra'anana. Before
the army. Before university. Before the next step. Not a lecture about
what a Ben Torah should look like. Witness a living example.
Something real. Something deep.

Point for Growth: You don't change people with words. You change
them by letting them live inside a vision until it becomes their own.
Come yourself, or find someone over 17 and recommend they join us
for morning and afternoon learning. A child or teenager who needs
one on one learning on any topic in the evenings, connect them to us!
Join us this summer. June 16 — July 15. RCK Summer Kollel, Ra'anana.
For more info: 058-794-5168 | RCKollel@gmail.com

Ben Goldstein RCK Director.
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Ask the Rabbi  Rogh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Q: Do women count Sefiras HaOmer? And if so, do they make a
bracha?

Sefiras HaOmer is a mitzvas aseh shehazman grama, so women
are technically exempt.
However, that does not mean they cannot perform the mitzvah.
Some write that women have accepted this mitzvah upon
themselves.
The question of making a bracha depends on a well-known
machlokes. Some hold women may not make a bracha on such
mitzvos, since they are not commanded. Others hold they may,
since “v’tzivanu” refers to Klal Yisrael as a whole.
The Shulchan Aruch rules that women do not make a bracha, while
the Rema allows women to make a bracha. Therefore, generally
Sephardi women do not make a bracha, and Ashkenazi women do.
However, regarding Sefirah specifically, some write that even
Ashkenazi women should not make a bracha, due to the concern
that they may miss a day. Since forgetting is common, and unlike
men they are not anchored to Maariv in shul, this concern is more
significant.
In practice, three minhagim developed: Some Sephardi women do
not count at all. Some Ashkenazi women count without a bracha.
Some Ashkenazi women count with a bracha, and those who do
should set reminders to ensure they do not miss a day.
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Is the Torah Against Wealth?
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

At first glance, Parshas Behar can sound anti business. No ribbis, no
overcharging, and once every fifty years the land goes back to its
original owner. It almost sounds like the Torah does not want people
to build wealth.

But the answer is in one word that keeps repeating: “your brother.”
The Torah is not against success. It is redefining what “mine” means.
We usually see life as individuals. | take care of my family, you take
care of yours. In that system, if | have more, it usually means you have
less.

The Torah speaks to us as one family, as Klal Yisrael. When my brother
is struggling, that lack is part of my story too. Everything we have is a
pikadon from the same Father. When | give up profit, or return land, |
am not losing.
bigger.

| am showing that my money is part of something

Q: | want to organize an early Kabbalas Shabbos minyan, but | am
concerned that people may forget to count Sefiras HaOmer later at
night. Is the benefit of an early minyan worth that risk?

A practical solution is to have the tzibbur count Sefiras HaOmer
earlier with a condition.
After Maariv, before sunset, the tzibbur should count without a
bracha and say the following:
If | forget to count later tonight after nightfall, this counting should
count as my fulfillment of the mitzvah. If | do remember to count
later, this counting should not count.
Then, if they remember after nightfall, they should count again with
a bracha. This way, if someone forgets later, many opinions hold he
has still fulfilled the mitzvah, which allows him to continue counting
with a bracha on the following nights. And if he does remember, he
loses nothing and counts properly at the correct time with a bracha.
This approach allows you to have the early minyan while still
protecting the mitzvah of Sefiras HaOmer.
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Real wealth is not what | hold. It is what flows through me to others.
This idea appears in “Nishmas Kol Chai.” We praise Hashem not for
power, but for this: “You hear the cry of the poor, You listen and You
save.” That is what greatness looks like. Hashem pays attention to the
one who is struggling.

Parshas Behar is telling us to live the same way. To pause our own
race when it hurts someone else. To act like children of Hashem.

Think of a father who buys a bike for his child. He is happy. But what
gives him even more joy is when one child gives to another. Then he
sees that his values are alive inside them.

That is what Hashem wants from us. Not just to receive, but to give.
To see every Jew as “my brother.”

As the Tanna d’bei Eliyahu teaches: Hashem says,
anything from you. All | ask is that you love one another, honor one

| do not need

another, and live with honesty and care.
That is the real measure of wealth. Shabbat Shalom
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	The parshiyot of Behar and Bechukotai are more often than not, read together as one Torah reading. Coupling parshiyot over the course of the year is necessary, as there are not enough Shabbatot to allow the annual completion of the Torah reading cycle if we would never double up on any of the parshiyot. We have an established tradition as to which readings can be joined and which cannot. We must assume therefore, that there is a reason behind why some readings can be joined together and most not. Those that can be joined together must share some thematic connection, to allow them to be read together as one. What does Behar and Bechukotai share in common, that our tradition allows them to be read together? Let’s examine the themes of each parsha and the connection will become obvious. Parshat Behar contains a verse that is repeated numerous times. “You are my slaves and servants, who I took out of the land of Egypt,” says Hashem. A central topic in Behar is the discussion of the laws of owning Hebrew slaves. A Hebrew slave must leave his master after six
	years and must not be oppressed by his him. He must be treated with dignity and not given laborious work that is beneath him. This is because Jews are meant to be servants to Hashem and not to other human beings. Even when a Jew must sell himself due to dire financial straits, the master must never make the servant feel enslaved in a demeaning way by him. We were born to be servants of Hashem. This is the purpose for which we entered into the covenant with Him. Once we have internalized this message, the theme of Bechukotai, reward and punishment, becomes clear. The Torah promises us wonderful blessings if we serve Hashem correctly and terrible misfortunes if we rebel against Him. Keeping the Torah is not a luxury that we choose to accept (or not accept)  upon ourselves. We are not Hashem’s equals, we are His servants! A servant does not choose his workload. He listens to his master and fulfills his commands. If he is faithful, his master will reward him properly, but if he rebels, he will be reprimanded severely. We too must realize that life is not a game. It is serious and the consequences of our actions are far reaching. As servants, we must choose wisely!
	If you have time this summer, spend one month in Ra'anana. Before the army. Before university. Before the next step. Not a lecture about what a Ben Torah should look like. Witness a living example. Something real. Something deep. Point for Growth: You don't change people with words. You change them by letting them live inside a vision until it becomes their own. Come yourself, or find someone over 17 and recommend they join us for morning and afternoon learning. A child or teenager who needs one on one learning on any topic in the evenings, connect them to us! Join us this summer. June 16 – July 15. RCK Summer Kollel, Ra'anana. For more info: 058-794-5168 | RCKollel@gmail.com Ben Goldstein RCK Director.
	🌱 Point for Growth | Parshas Behar: Three Fingers
	When you point at someone, one finger points at them; Three fingers point back at you. 🧔👉👱   We look at our youth and we know there is more potential. The connection to Torah can go deeper. The growth can be greater. And we all want that. But before we point, we need to face the three fingers pointing back at us and ask: did we give them a model to follow? Did they see what a real Ben Torah looks like up close, in real life, every single day? The Torah in Parshas Behar speaks directly to this. The eved ivri didn't fall because he was a bad person; He fell because he never had the right model in front of him. He stole and was sold because of his theft. And what does the Torah prescribe? Not a lecture. Not a punishment. Six years living inside the home of a righteous Jew who lives with yiras shamayim and middos tovos, who volunteers to take him under his care. So much so that the Gemara in Kiddushin 20a says: whoever buys a Jewish servant is like buying a master for himself.  The obligation is to provide him with the same conditions you provide for yourself. Food, sleep, everything together. Tosfos asks: what if the master has only one pillow, only one steak? What do you do? You give it to him. You don't take it for yourself. Because the whole point is that he sees how you treat people. He sees what it looks like to live as a Jew. And that vision becomes his vision. This is exactly what the RCK Summer Kollel is built on. Fifteen of the finest American bochurim joining our community, three sedarim a day, together with Rabbi Raphael Stohl, known for his remarkable ability to bring the geshmak of Torah to life, to make Rashi breathe in the beit midrash, and to help you feel what the Tosfos was struggling with.  We will learn the seventh perek of Maseches Brachos together. And this is your opportunity too.  In the mornings you can join them for learning in the beit midrash, and in the evenings they will be available to learn with children, teenagers, and baalei batim from the community.



