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This week’s parsha contains many of the events that took place
involving our first forefather, Avraham. Hashem visited Avraham
while recovering from his Brit Mila. From here we learn about the
importance of Bikur Cholim, visiting the sick. Avraham and Sara are
promised a child. Avraham debates Hashem over the idea of
destroying Sodom and Amorah. Hashem eventually destroys those
cities due to their immense evil. Lot is saved together with his two
daughters. Sara miraculously gives birth to Yitzchak at the age of 90.
And finally, Avraham is tested with the command to offer Yitzchak as
a sacrifice to Hashem, which he passes with flying colors and Hashem
spares Yitzchak’s life at the last moment. Avraham offers a ram in
Yitzchak’s place, and they return home together having fulfilled
Hashem’s will to the fullest.

There are so many lessons we can learn from each of these events,
but let’s focus on two lessons that comes from a seemingly
inconspicuous line in the Torah. When Sodom was being destroyed,
the two angels, that had visited Avraham, came to save Lot and his
family from the inferno. They instructed Lot’s family to flee for their
lives, and while doing so, not to turn around to look. Rashi explains
that the reason why Lot and his family were instructed not to look
back was simple. In truth, Lot and his family also deserved to die.
They too were wicked. Perhaps not on the level of the people of
Sodom, for we know that the people of Sodom were cruel to one
another whereas Lot was kind, practicing hospitality that he learned
growing up in Avraham’s house. Still, the fact that he chose Sodom
as a place to live, spoke volumes about his rejection of Hashem and
his unwillingness to live by Avraham’s system of faith.

Lot and his family were wicked and did not deserve to be saved. It
was only in Avraham’s merit that he was spared. As such, the angels
prohibited them from looking back to witness the destruction of the
people, for they deserved that fate as well. They did not deserve or
earn the right to look back and gloat as they were being saved.

MESECHES ZEVACHIM

0111701

Matmomm

RABBI DAVID LAPIN

D 6:40-7:00 AM \_)
8:45 AM §5 S [ Zooam ®
Shochons AHUZA 198
Raanana

Start your morning the RCK way!
With all the noise, stress, and distractions of the day — there’s nothing like
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beginning with tefillah and Torah learning. It sets the tone for a successful
day, filled with inspiration, meaning, and blessing.

A few verses later, the Torah tells us that Lot’s wife did, in fact, turn
around to look, as curiosity got the better of her, and she turned
into a pillar of salt.

This is the first lesson we can take from these words. When we are
saved or redeemed from trouble, we must not gloat, thinking that it
is in our own merit that we deserved to be saved, for we may be
living on someone else’s merit. Perhaps someone else “paid” for our
salvation. Remain humble and don’t turn around.

Another message to be gleaned rings especially true. The Torah
tells us not to turn around to look at what was. Don’t second guess
yourself and agonize over ‘what if’s. Realize that everything that
happens comes from Hashem, and that the outcome was exactly the
way Hashem wanted it to happen.

Rav Galinsky tells the story of a daughter of Rav Michel Feinstein,
zt”l who suffered from severe asthma. Whenever an attack would
occur, she would reach for her inhaler and the attack would subside.
One time she had a severe asthma attack and she and her family
could not find her inhalers. Unfortunately as a result, she passed
away. After her death, they found three inhalers by her bedside!!
When Rav Galinsky came to pay a shiva call, he mentioned the
words of the angels, “Don’t look back!” Don’t agonize over the fact
that you found her inhalers after her death. Clearly Hashem
orchestrated the events to bring about her demise and therefore

there is no point in saying “if only we would have found the
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medicine in time!” We can consume ourselves with ‘what if’s and
with ‘if only’s. “Don’t look back” at the past, thinking we could have
done things differently to effect a different outcome. The outcome
is in Hashem’s hands alone.

The ability to live with this awareness requires a lot of emunah,
faith. But what a difference such an emunah makes, enabling us to
live life without regrets, with the inner peace of knowing that

everything comes from Hashem the way He wants it to be!

| am excited to invite you to our 27" Year Gala Dinner scheduled for Sunday
Nov 30. It promises to be a fun social evening for couples of all ages and
backgrounds. It is your chance to celebrate together with the families of RCK
and to salute their accomplishments of the last 27 years. Looking forward to
greeting you, dancing with you and having a lechaim with you! Dovid Horwitz

Advanced Registration Required

To register, o] or taxt:
please scan: 054-571-0582




Double-Sided English Edition

RCKOLLEL.COM

RCK

Since 1998

RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL

Shabbat Times
With prayers of success for our soldiers and for 2 :\ 16:26 !I—‘_“ﬂ 17:23

the return of our fallen martyrs

Torah Bytes

A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
and the Rabbanim of the RCK Parashat Vayeira 5786

\
Issue: 111 ‘

Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel

Question: When we have guests for the Friday night meal, should we
skip Shalom Aleichem and Eishet Chayil before Kiddush?

Answer: It’s said that the Chafetz Chaim zt”l would not recite Shalom
Aleichem or Eishet Chayil when he had guests on Friday night. He

would say them later during the meal, so as not to delay serving the
food — since delaying hospitality can be seen as delaying a mitzvah.
This idea appears in the Mishnah Berurah (0.C. 271 and 639), where
the Chafetz Chaim writes about not postponing acts of kindness.
However, many continue the custom of singing these songs before
Kiddush — for good reason:

_] The concern applies only when guests are poor and the meal is
considered an act of charity.

Most guests today are friends or community members, so this does not
apply.

) Even if the guests are needy, since the host’s normal routine is to
begin after these songs, it’s as if that’s the “set time,” and there’s no
delay.

] The Torah says to give “according to what he lacks” — meaning, in
the way he’s used to.

Since most people sing these songs before Kiddush, the host doesn’t
need to change that.

Still, it’s proper and considerate — if people are hungry — to begin the
meal quickly and not delay more than necessary.

In short: If your guests are hungry, start Kiddush right away.

If not, keep the beautiful songs — they’re part of the warmth and spirit
of Shabbos.

Learning to See Like
Avraham

- L
Rabbi Yisroel Zaslow
When the Torah repeats a word or theme over and over again,
Hashem wants us to pay attention to what its saying. In Parshas

”

Vayeira, one word stands out: “seeing.” The Parsha’s very name,
Vayeira, comes from the root N1 — to see — and the theme of vision
runs throughout.

The Parsha opens: “n 178 X11” — Hashem appeared to Avraham.
Immediately after, “N111 12'y X" — Avraham lifted his eyes and saw
three men approaching. Later, at the Akeidah, “I'a'y nx Dp1ar KXyl
PN DipRn NX X11L” Avraham lifted his eyes and saw the place from
afar. And again, after being told not to harm Yitzchak, “ny nn1ax X!
7'N"NAN1 R 1M'Y,” he lifted his eyes and saw a ram caught in the bush.
Avraham is constantly “lifting his eyes and seeing.” But what’s so
special about that? We all look and see. Why does the Torah
emphasize this so often? Because seeing — truly seeing — is not a
given. Contrast Avraham with Hagar. After being sent away, she
wanders the desert with Yishmael until their water runs out. She cries
out in desperation, “T2/0 NiN2 NRIX™IX” —
death. She raises her voice and weeps, but does not raise her eyes.

“Let me not see the child’s

For questions: 0584810910

Salt — The Secret of Giving Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi
In this week’s Torah portion, Lot and his family are saved from Sodom
— but his wife isn’t. She turns into a pillar of salt. Rashi explains that
because she sinned with salt, she was punished with salt. When guests
came, Lot asked her to bring them salt — but she refused. What’s so
special about salt? Salt is the only part of a dish you can’t see. It's
there, you taste it — but it disappears so the other ingredients can
shine. Its strength is in its selflessness — giving itself completely to
make things better. That’s true giving: not standing in the center, but
adding flavor to the world through others.

But salt alone loses its purpose. A spoonful by itself burns — it’s dry
and lifeless. Only when it mixes in does it bring taste and life. That’s
what Lot asked of his wife — to be like salt, to open her heart, to give
even when it costs something. But she refused, and so, measure for
measure, she became salt — cold, still, and alone. Yet salt holds a
secret: when it disappears, it doesn’t vanish — it transforms
everything. Its touch is felt everywhere, even if unseen. So too with
people who give. They don’t lose themselves — they find who they
really are.

As the Piaseczner Rebbe said: “The greatest thing a person can do is to
do good for someone else.”

Lot’s wife turned to salt because she couldn’t move beyond herself.
Whoever can’t give becomes frozen inside. Life begins when we stop
taking and start giving. When we give, we don’t lose — we grow. Salt
teaches: when you humble yourself, you don’t disappear — you bring
everything around you to life. Giving isn’t losing — it’s becoming
whole.

Then, “D'n X2 NIAL DIV NN D78 NP9 — Hashem has to open her
eyes, and only then does she see the well that was right in front of her.
Avraham and Hagar represent two opposite ways of living. Avraham
keeps his eyes open, always searching for what Hashem wants from
him next. Hagar’s eyes are looking down—she lacks a sense of mission,
and Hashem needs to help her see.

Rav Reuven Taragin notes a striking point: upon expressing his
willingness to slaughter his son Yitzchok, Avraham is not yet told that
he will be rewarded. Only after he lifts his eyes, sees the ram, and
offers it instead, does Hashem bless him. Why? Because even after
proving total devotion, Avraham still looks for the next way to serve
Hashem. He doesn’t stop at “enough.” He asks, “What more can | do?”
That act of looking — of seeking Hashem’s will even after fulfilling His
command — is what earns Avraham his blessings. Parshas Vayeira
challenges us to choose which path we’ll follow. Like Hagar, we can go
through life without a sense of mission, or like Avraham, we can raise
our eyes and ask ourselves, “what does Hashem want from me in this
moment.”

Every one of us has treasure before our eyes. If we live with Avraham’s
sense of mission, lifting our eyes toward Hashem, then — and only
then — will we truly be able to see.



»

T02
oz Torah Bytes
N1V 'M7'Nj7n 77150 127 '9n 'WIAY NNin 12T S &
S I”OWNN NI NW1D @
RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL nawn Nt ‘\ /,
1INLIN NINIDIEZNIYY7 NN XY NN7YNY 16:26  Im117.23 Issue: 111

0584810910 nI7Ne7

,RCK 92 ni7'wa niaw 27 [1'X7 TNIMI AN 11Y7 DINN ['NTNY a0 1IN
.12n2122 30, (IwXY DI ' DTV DYpN'Y

12 — 12'N1 IRIYN ,NNNRY YW 11V — %YW 02'NpY WTRImy 1Y Int
72VU% AR LA, TN' WYY DANRD TN 2V DIRAL INKY D)
.NMYYUNIENNTMND WD

,229'1%7 NN NIRRT NN ,0WPINIE DR?'AN 2210 NIAIT? TVUI'n 21un
JITARE N2'0p ,NIN NRY 27 2 DN'wInn DRWNN DR TN' N7
,02Un 72U — D"'NY% TN' D1IN21,TIP7 ,02N'N NINW? ,00NK NIKI? NaxXN
YU TIT .27 22'0pn 7Y TNl nilinn

[REK]

AN PNW 27 - 200 T

L1010 077

30-11-25

nmax 19:150

N"0'7Y 71 M 100 pnTnn na ez I JIK kw

W' - NAW 219 NTIV0Y 129¥K D'NINNNY D'NTIN 117 W IWR] DRD NONRY
?'27'n NWKR' 'D2%Y DIYYW' NI YU A9TY

17 1'n AWNIY 2UNT D''Nyann N %Y Nandn D'N'ANY Wronaiwn
N7K "7'n NwR'l 'D2"72V DIYW' W D K2 NID,NAY 217 NTIV0Y? DINNIR
YN DIYN 0'NIINY 22180 NN NN 22VU7 K2 T2 IRTENTIVON 17002 N
.(NPTXN NN DK 2137 X7 NINAY NYUN X2 NHXR) NN 71" 9w

7112 NIWNY 1NXY DN Yanin M7 1T Nanan? NI9pNYNn NIXNY [Nl
W) 0"7IN P02 N2I0 NIA7NA N (K'Y P'O) wIT'H NIA%N N7'NNa
(T"o NN rxn

:D'MYL NN '9 2V NINTINAY N2 2V DIT'apn K7 D' VIT DYIN
"NPTX' 1T KN NN NTIV0Y? DNIATAY 01V 0'NTIND KIN 12N 72 (X
,122NT2 DTN D'NTIRD 792 70172 22K "INNN 72" YW wwn e AN TN
272 1w X% DNAlL'DMY' 1TAQ DI'NI DNANE D'YIN] D'RAN DO'NIIN DN
AT T

2'NNNY2 %'a71 1'% DTN INRA DIjpR 220,01V 0'NIR] 12T DX DA (A
,APTXD NN AT VAP AT 0L 178 NNMT NIMR INRY R2X INTIV0 NN
.ANRN %2 %V 121V K7 - AT IRT YN K2 TIVY Rt 72w

N 2221 INKRAL - 12 72010 NI R 192 'nionn T v nn? e (a
202 WITA N7 ,17K NINMT DMK INN? 1 ATIVON NIN 2'NNNY KN 22000
LTN'12 201 1NXY IUNY NNR NONK Y 21037 Nan

D'AY7 O'WIN [N7IYN 1120 W' IWNIYW NN D212 NANaN IRTIHA D1pn 2301
X7 (NNawnn an IN 0'NIIK DN DX |21 ,K7 IN 011V 1T 0N ON |'2)
NIYINNA AWNNAY? 'T I'wun 1nn' ,nTnNn 2U 1N nTIvon NN 13YY
.1'2210 YW 2N

.N71 1117 N29NI R = NTN TA2 NT'N — |2 VI

DXV NIN,TA72 1INXUZYW NIAYT AXNENNT QXN K7W 1M 0% DNNIR 17'K)
NN Wi Ina

.12'20 12T 22 121N ANIYY 1AM, ,1TAY TRIVYW NN Wi

NP1 1 RIN— NI 1KY DTN DA )2

2172 TI0D N7N2 W', |12 'a 2V NI

2V U'awn XIn NNNA 228 — 07201 17'N2 NIDL2'w2NA INIK 0'NY 1WK)
on 7

LINTD 1D2'RY QN LINID WATIN DYLI DYL 702

:NNNA NN DTRN DA D

X701 KIN DXVY1 N — 70201 KINW NNTY,0NK7 P1IUN RINIWND
LN DYL NN 0231 ,1INXY NN D'YAN KN

:NINON'AN 1"INTRN NATII

".ANN INWMY N2 NIWY2 NIN — 021V2 N 2mn A"

.NNXYN TIT? N21'0 13,0717 NR9P DI? NWNR

.DNIT2'¥17 1902 — NNO'N2 YT KW 0

.NNY% 0'2'NNNIENNPY D'P'09N 1AW DIPNRA pIrTa D''Nnn 0NN

12 2NN 07an P RIN — NI KINW2I 1NXUN TA8A K72 DTN 1D

22120 %2V Yrawn KIN NpHT 2021007 21w M TR0 Nonn

NYAN N'D =N K7 X' N2NaN

N2'NIN TI0 - N'7N
N"O"7W 1NN 7NN YN 20N

.DITON INNAWNI LI? N7XN 2V 19101 VIAWN W19
N2901 X' — YINN 22 77T2 ANNON? DX N'DO.N7X1 K7 DI? NN X
.N7n 211319

.N7N2 Nwavl X' 27,0702 INDN K'Y 7722w 1200 e

N'D N ,N70 DN? N'MY IMWKND DI? wp'a ,0N'A% 0'NIIRD IND TND
0t "n7n"nn 21man "Myn 21 NN .na1'o

TN 1T XA 'Muny

N7 NIN 22X WM N211 RIN 0NN K7W 2'91N2Y TN 12TA RIN D70
.0DMNK D221 T2 D%V NIN AN

.DINNY? 1712 NN NNY — 202007 17W N212'2 NpuT Nk

T2 NRXUN P1vn? KON ,12102 TINYY K2 GNMMND N2'Man TIo T
.071Y7 DUDL 9'0INY?

JANINN NXR TANND — INXYY7 TNIVY 0710 72X

.NNXY 1191 N1 N'9IN NINd K7 TNN N

.2201 'M72 ,w2arn 101N 1727 9NN

Upa NN - "N7n ma" ANy IMwKRN Wil b1? 1WKI DTN 02 )2l
VTNV ,NIAwN 7V X1 NTwI D2 2'2VUnY% YTNY ,N2'% NK NNONY nann
.N271'0 N'N N NNYT 210 NIwYY T 20annY

NNXUN N WAIT T ON X7 728 — TON NIYYUY? NNXT NN



	Double-Sided English Edition
	Bs”d
	RCKOLLEL.COM

	Torah Bytes
	A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz  and the Rabbanim of the RCK Parashat Vayeira 5786
	Shabbat Times
	In loving memory of Irwin Yehoshua ben Natan Goldstein, & Shimon ben Eliezer Chaim Ross, on their yartzheits

	Issue: 111
	16:26
	17:23
	This week’s parsha contains many of the events that took place involving our first forefather, Avraham. Hashem visited Avraham while recovering from his Brit Mila. From here we learn about the importance of Bikur Cholim, visiting the sick. Avraham and Sara are promised a child. Avraham debates Hashem over the idea of destroying Sodom and Amorah. Hashem eventually destroys those cities due to their immense evil. Lot is saved together with his two daughters. Sara miraculously gives birth to Yitzchak at the age of 90. And finally, Avraham is tested with the command to offer Yitzchak as a sacrifice to Hashem, which he passes with flying colors and Hashem spares Yitzchak’s life at the last moment. Avraham offers a ram in Yitzchak’s place, and they return home together having fulfilled Hashem’s will to the fullest. There are so many lessons we can learn from each of these events, but let’s focus on two lessons that comes from a seemingly inconspicuous line in the Torah. When Sodom was being destroyed, the two angels, that had visited Avraham, came to save Lot and his family from the inferno. They instructed Lot’s family to flee for their lives, and while doing so, not to turn around to look. Rashi explains that the reason why Lot and his family were instructed not to look back was simple. In truth, Lot and his family also deserved to die. They too were wicked. Perhaps not on the level of the people of Sodom, for we know that the people of Sodom were cruel to one another whereas Lot was kind, practicing hospitality that he learned growing up in Avraham’s house. Still, the fact that he chose Sodom as a place to live, spoke volumes about his rejection of Hashem and his unwillingness to live by Avraham’s system of faith. Lot and his family were wicked and did not deserve to be saved. It was only in Avraham’s merit that he was spared. As such, the angels prohibited them from looking back to witness the destruction of the people, for they deserved that fate as well. They did not deserve or earn the right to look back and gloat as they were being saved.
	A few verses later, the Torah tells us that Lot’s wife did, in fact, turn around to look, as curiosity got the better of her, and she turned into a pillar of salt. This is the first lesson we can take from these words. When we are saved or redeemed from trouble, we must not gloat, thinking that it is in our own merit that we deserved to be saved, for we may be living on someone else’s merit. Perhaps someone else “paid” for our salvation. Remain humble and don’t turn around.  Another message to be gleaned rings especially true. The Torah  tells us not to turn around to look at what was. Don’t second guess yourself and agonize over ‘what if’s. Realize that everything that happens comes from Hashem, and that the outcome was exactly the way Hashem wanted it to happen. Rav Galinsky tells the story of a daughter of Rav Michel Feinstein, zt”l who suffered from severe asthma. Whenever an attack would occur, she would reach for her inhaler and the attack would subside. One time she had a severe asthma attack and she and her family could not find her inhalers. Unfortunately as a result, she passed away. After her death, they found three inhalers by her bedside!! When Rav Galinsky came to pay a shiva call, he mentioned the words of the angels, “Don’t look back!” Don’t agonize over the fact that you found her inhalers after her death. Clearly Hashem orchestrated the events to bring about her demise and therefore there is no point in saying “if only we would have found the medicine in time!” We can consume ourselves with ‘what if’s and with ‘if only’s. “Don’t look back” at the past, thinking we could have done things differently to effect a different outcome. The outcome is in Hashem’s hands alone. The ability to live with this awareness requires a lot of emunah, faith. But what a difference such an emunah makes, enabling us to live life without regrets, with the inner peace of knowing that everything comes from Hashem the way He wants it to be!
	Start your morning the RCK way! With all the noise, stress, and distractions of the day — there’s nothing like beginning with tefillah and Torah learning. It sets the tone for a successful day, filled with inspiration, meaning, and blessing.
	I am excited to invite you to our 27th Year Gala Dinner scheduled for Sunday Nov 30. It promises to be a fun social evening for couples of all ages and backgrounds. It is your chance to celebrate together with the families of RCK and to salute their accomplishments of the last 27 years. Looking forward to greeting you, dancing with you and having a lechaim with you! Dovid Horwitz
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	In this week’s Torah portion, Lot and his family are saved from Sodom — but his wife isn’t. She turns into a pillar of salt. Rashi explains that because she sinned with salt, she was punished with salt. When guests came, Lot asked her to bring them salt — but she refused. What’s so special about salt? Salt is the only part of a dish you can’t see. It’s there, you taste it — but it disappears so the other ingredients can shine. Its strength is in its selflessness — giving itself completely to make things better. That’s true giving: not standing in the center, but adding flavor to the world through others. But salt alone loses its purpose. A spoonful by itself burns — it’s dry and lifeless. Only when it mixes in does it bring taste and life. That’s what Lot asked of his wife — to be like salt, to open her heart, to give even when it costs something. But she refused, and so, measure for measure, she became salt — cold, still, and alone. Yet salt holds a secret: when it disappears, it doesn’t vanish — it transforms everything. Its touch is felt everywhere, even if unseen. So too with people who give. They don’t lose themselves — they find who they really are. As the Piaseczner Rebbe said: “The greatest thing a person can do is to do good for someone else.” Lot’s wife turned to salt because she couldn’t move beyond herself. Whoever can’t give becomes frozen inside. Life begins when we stop taking and start giving. When we give, we don’t lose — we grow. Salt teaches: when you humble yourself, you don’t disappear — you bring everything around you to life. Giving isn’t losing — it’s becoming whole.

	Salt – The Secret of Giving
	Question: When we have guests for the Friday night meal, should we skip Shalom Aleichem and Eishet Chayil before Kiddush? Answer: It’s said that the Chafetz Chaim zt”l would not recite Shalom Aleichem or Eishet Chayil when he had guests on Friday night. He would say them later during the meal, so as not to delay serving the food — since delaying hospitality can be seen as delaying a mitzvah. This idea appears in the Mishnah Berurah (O.C. 271 and 639), where the Chafetz Chaim writes about not postponing acts of kindness. However, many continue the custom of singing these songs before Kiddush — for good reason:
	1️⃣ The concern applies only when guests are poor and the meal is considered an act of charity. Most guests today are friends or community members, so this does not apply. 2️⃣ Even if the guests are needy, since the host’s normal routine is to begin after these songs, it’s as if that’s the “set time,” and there’s no delay. 3️⃣ The Torah says to give “according to what he lacks” — meaning, in the way he’s used to. Since most people sing these songs before Kiddush, the host doesn’t need to change that. Still, it’s proper and considerate — if people are hungry — to begin the meal quickly and not delay more than necessary. In short: If your guests are hungry, start Kiddush right away. If not, keep the beautiful songs — they’re part of the warmth and spirit of Shabbos.
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