Double-Sided English Edition

13
/KCKOLLEL.COM

Since 1998

RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL

Torah Bytes

A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz
and the Rabbanim of the RCK Bamidbar 5786

Bs"d

r 4

. . Shabbat Times
Dedicated to the success of Klal Yisrael
19:11 [ 20:12 Issue: 135

Parshat Bamidbar is always read prior to the festival of Shavuot. The
primary reason for this is in order to separate the curses of Parshat
Bechukotai from Shavuot. On the one hand, we want to read about
blessings and curses before Shavuot since on this day we renew our
commitment to Hashem’s covenant. To do this properly requires us
to appreciate the gravity of that commitment and reading about the
blessings and curses gives us the proper perspective to do so. On the
other hand, we do not want to have the “taste” of the curses in our
mouths when we enter Shavuot, so we read Bamidbar in between.

In truth, there are many wonderful lessons that come from this
week’s parsha that, on its own, would justify reading it just prior to
Shavuot.

Hashem instructed Moshe to count the Jewish people in the desert,
one month after assembling the Mishkan. Rashi explains that Hashem
counted the people after the episode of the Golden Calf, since many
had died and He wanted to know how many were left. The new
count, however, was done out of pure love. Now that the Mishkan
had been erected and Hashem’s presence filled the camp, Hashem
counted each person like He would a precious gem. We learn from
here how every Jew counts. Every Jew is precious because Hashem
desires a relationship with everyone. And this desire was revealed to
us in the desert! Even in a desert every Jew matters. Hashem craves
closeness with us, no matter where we are in life. Whether we are in
a desert, either literally or figuratively, or in the grips of a spiritual
desert and we feel far from Hashem, we must know that Hashem
desires every Jew! We should never say that we have wandered too
far to return. Even if we have laid waste to our spiritual life, Hashem
calls to us and counts us with the hope that we return to him.

This coming Shavuot, no matter where we are geographically or
spiritually, we have the opportunity to stand up and be counted!
When Moshe was told to count the people, Hashem told him to count
them according to their families and their father’s house. We see
from here the importance of having strong family roots. Although the
Torah was given to every individual Jew, the foundation upon which
the Torah rests is family.

Point for Growth | What Kind of Fuel Do You Put in a Maserati?
When | lived in Los Angeles, a friend of mine bought a Maserati. And
he told me something | will never forget. He said: a car like this only
runs on premium fuel. Not because it has to. Because a sports car
only reaches its peak performance with the right fuel. A racehorse
gets premium feed. An athlete eats a precise diet. High performance
demands high quality input. How much more so your neshamah!

Feed your mind junk, live a junk life. Feed your soul Torah and you
live like a real Jew. Shavuos night is the night when each and every
one of us is judged on how much Torah we will merit to learn in the
coming vyear. This isn't just a night of staying awake. It's an
opportunity. Grab it with both hands and hold on tight.
But you can't do it alone. You need a system. You need a live beit
midrash. You need a chavrusa pulling you forward.

Take a nap on Thursday afternoon before Yom
Tov. Then after the seudah, come straight to KBA. Set up a chavrusa,
shiurim running all night long, a live beit midrash with the full RCK

Hashem forged a convenant of Torah with each tribe and each tribe
was comprised of strong family units. Family harmony is essential to
building strong Torah families. Although today we give our children a
Torah education by sending them to Jewish schools, Hashem intended
for children to learn Torah and receive their foundational knowledge
from their fathers. Torah was intended to be transmitted from father
to son from Moshe Rabbeinu until today. Although much of the
burden of teaching our children has been relegated to outside
institutionsof learning, the fundamentals that children receive, that
determine how they will relate to Torah when they get older, still
comes primarily from the home he grew up in, with his parents being
the primary influencers to his Judaism. The parsha is emphasising the
benefits of strong families. Strong families raise strong Jews!

But family is not enough. We are greatly influenced by our peers and
our surroundings. Not only is it vital to grow up in a strong Torah
family, it is important to be surrounded by similar minded neighbors.
Rashi comments how the tribe of Yehuda resided closest to the camp
of Moshe and Aharon and as a result, they became Torah scholars
and righteous people. Later in Parshat Korach, we find the opposite.
The 250 Jews from the tribe of Reuven sinned against Hashem due to
the fact that they were neighbors to Korach, whose rebellious
ideology influenced them negatively. As strong as our immediate
family unit is, if we are surrounded by Jews how don’t share our
values, it will weaken us in time. Similarly, if we surround ourselves
with families who share our values for Torah and Mitzvot, it will have
a strengthening effect on us.

To receive the Torah next week on the festival of Shavuot, we must
remember the potential that lies within each and every one of us. We
must strengthen our immediate family’s commitment to Torah and
mitzvot, and surround ourselves with like minded people who wish to
grow closer to Hashem and His Torah.

By doing so, no matter where we are geographically or spiritually in
our lives, we will be able to grow in our connection to Torah to the
degree that Hashem will count us like the precious gem we have the
potential to become!

rabbinical team. A night you won't forget.

Featuring Rabbis: Horwitz, Bernstein, Postelnek, Zaslow, Lipman,
Mandelbaum, Rosenberg, Givli, Rabbi. We can't wait to see you!

Ben Goldstein RCK Director.
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Q: Since Shavuos this year falls on Friday, | understand we need to
make an Eruv Tavshilin before Yom Tov in order to cook for Shabbos.
Can the Rav explain briefly how to do it?

In order to cook, prepare food, and light candles on Yom Tov for
Shabbos, an Eruv Tavshilin must be made on Thursday, before Yom
Tov begins.

Here is how it is done: Take one baked item such as a challah, roll,
pita, or matzah, together with one cooked item such as a hard
boiled egg, fish, chicken, or meat.

Hold both items and make the bracha: “Baruch Atah Hashem
Elokeinu Melech HaOlam asher kidishanu b’mitzvosav v’tzivanu al
mitzvas eruv.” Then say: “B’hadein eruva yehei shara lana I'afuyei
ul’adlukei shraga ul’takna ul’'me’avad kol
tzarchana miyoma tava I’Shabbasa.”

This means: “With this eruv, it shall be permitted for us to bake,
cook, insulate food, light candles, and prepare everything needed
from Yom Tov for Shabbos.”

The bread and cooked item should be put away safely and not eaten
during Yom Tov.

There is no obligation to eat them on Shabbos, but many have the
minhag to use the bread as Lechem Mishneh and later eat both
items during Shabbos meals, since they were already used for one

ul’vashei ul’atmunei

mitzvah.
If someone forgot to make an Eruv Tavshilin before Yom Tov, they
should ask a Rav what to do.

Name or Number
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

At the beginning of Parshas Bamidbar, Hashem commands Moshe and
Aharon to count Klal Yisrael. The Torah uses a unique expression:
“b’mispar sheimos” — “by number of names.” At first glance, this
seems contradictory. A “number” represents quantity, while a “name”
represents identity and essence.

Usually, when people are treated as numbers, it is in settings like the
army. A commander needs twenty soldiers to capture a mountain. It
does not really matter who they are. He may not even know them
personally. What matters is having the required number.

But inside a family, the relationship is completely different. A father
does not ask, “Where is the fifth child?” He asks, “Where is
Menachem?” That is the idea of a “name.”

Every Jew has a name given from Shamayim, a name that reflects his
unique soul, his personal strengths, and the mission that only he can
fulfill in this world. That value is intrinsic.

Even if a person were the only Jew in the world, his name would still
carry infinite worth. “Chaviv adam shenivra b’tzelem.” Every person is
an entire world.

But Shimshon Pincus adds a deeper point. There is also tremendous
importance to the “number.” A number has something a name does

Q: | am concerned that on Erev Yom Tov | will be so busy with
preparations for Yom Tov and Shabbos,
responsibilities as a gabbai, that | may forget to make an Eruv
Tavshilin. Can | make it on Wednesday, two days before Yom Tov?
Ideally, an Eruv Tavshilin should be made on Erev Yom Tov itself.
However, several poskim write that “Erev Yom Tov” already begins
from the previous evening after nightfall.
Therefore, you may make the Eruv Tavshilin already on Wednesday
night and save yourself at least one thing from the long to do list of
Thursday, Erev Yom Tov.

especially with my

Q: We prepare all the food for Shabbos and Yom Tov before Yom Tov
begins, and we do not plan to cook at all on Yom Tov. Do we still
need to make an Eruv Tavshilin?

Yes. An Eruv Tavshilin is still required, even if only for lighting
Shabbos candles and making other preparations from Yom Tov for
Shabbos. The question is whether one may still make a bracha in
such a case, since regarding candle lighting there is a machlokes
among the Rishonim whether an Eruv Tavshilin is needed for that
alone. Nevertheless, the conclusion is that even a family that
prepared all the food before Yom Tov may still make the bracha on
the Eruv Tavshilin, and there is no concern of a bracha levatalah.
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not: absolute necessity. If a mission requires twenty soldiers, and
even one is missing, there is no “almost.” There is no group of twenty
anymore. The mission collapses.

In a family, if one member is missing, the family still exists because
the relationship is personal, not dependent on quantity. But in a
“number,” if one is missing, the entire structure is incomplete.

When the Torah counts us “b’mispar sheimos,” it teaches both ideas
together. On one hand, Hashem does not see us as a crowd of six
hundred thousand people. He knows every Jew personally, by name,
with full recognition of each person’s uniqueness. But at the same
time, every Jew is an essential part of the greater number.

Precisely because you are a “name,” because you have a unique
talent, mission, or light in avodas Hashem that belongs only to you,
you are indispensable to the whole. If you do not use your strengths
with simcha and chiyus, it is not only your own loss. Klal Yisrael itself
is lacking. The Shechinah is incomplete.

Perhaps this is what Chazal mean when they say that “Yisrael”
corresponds to the six hundred thousand letters of the Torah. Just as
a Sefer Torah is invalid if even one letter, or even a small line of one
letter, is missing, so too every Jew is his own “letter,” his own “name.”
But without that one letter, the entire Torah is incomplete.
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	Parshat Bamidbar is always read prior to the festival of Shavuot. The primary reason for this is in order to separate the curses of Parshat Bechukotai from Shavuot. On the one hand, we want to read about blessings and curses before Shavuot since on this day we renew our commitment to Hashem’s covenant. To do this properly requires us to appreciate the gravity of that commitment and reading about the blessings and curses gives us the proper perspective to do so. On the other hand, we do not want to have the “taste” of the curses in our mouths when we enter Shavuot, so we read Bamidbar in between. In truth, there are many wonderful lessons that come from this week’s parsha that, on its own, would justify reading it just prior to Shavuot. Hashem instructed Moshe to count the Jewish people in the desert, one month after assembling the Mishkan. Rashi explains that Hashem counted the people after the episode of the Golden Calf, since many had died and He wanted to know how many were left. The new count, however, was done out of pure love. Now that the Mishkan had been erected and Hashem’s presence filled the camp, Hashem counted each person like He would a precious gem. We learn from here how every Jew counts. Every Jew is precious because Hashem desires a relationship with everyone. And this desire was revealed to us in the desert! Even in a desert every Jew matters. Hashem craves closeness with us, no matter where we are in life. Whether we are in a desert, either literally or figuratively, or in the grips of a spiritual desert and we feel far from Hashem, we must know that Hashem desires every Jew! We should never say that we have wandered too far to return. Even if we have laid waste to our spiritual life, Hashem calls to us and counts us with the hope that we return to him. This coming Shavuot, no matter where we are geographically or spiritually, we have the opportunity to stand up and be counted! When Moshe was told to count the people, Hashem told him to count them according to their families and their father’s house. We see from here the importance of having strong family roots. Although the Torah was given to every individual Jew, the foundation upon which the Torah rests is family.
	Hashem forged a convenant of Torah with each tribe and each tribe was comprised of strong family units. Family harmony is essential to building strong Torah families. Although today we give our children a Torah education by sending them to Jewish schools, Hashem intended for children to learn Torah and receive their foundational knowledge from their fathers. Torah was intended to be transmitted from father to son from Moshe Rabbeinu until today. Although much of the burden of teaching our children has been relegated to outside institutionsof learning, the fundamentals that children receive, that determine how they will relate to Torah when they get older, still comes primarily from the home he grew up in, with his parents being the primary influencers to his Judaism. The parsha is emphasising the benefits of strong families. Strong families raise strong Jews! But family is not enough. We are greatly influenced by our peers and our surroundings. Not only is it vital to grow up in a strong Torah family, it is important to be surrounded by similar minded neighbors. Rashi comments how the tribe of Yehuda resided closest to the camp of Moshe and Aharon and as a result, they became Torah scholars and righteous people. Later in Parshat Korach, we find the opposite. The 250 Jews from the tribe of Reuven sinned against Hashem due to the fact that they were neighbors to Korach, whose rebellious ideology influenced them negatively. As strong as our immediate family unit is, if we are surrounded by Jews how don’t share our values, it will weaken us in time. Similarly, if we surround ourselves with families who share our values for Torah and Mitzvot, it will have a strengthening effect on us. To receive the Torah next week on the festival of Shavuot, we must remember the potential that lies within each and every one of us. We must strengthen our immediate family’s commitment to Torah and mitzvot, and surround ourselves with like minded people who wish to grow closer to Hashem and His Torah. By doing so, no matter where we are geographically or spiritually in our lives, we will be able to grow in our connection to Torah to the degree that Hashem will count us like the precious gem we have the potential to become!
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	🌱 Point for Growth | What Kind of Fuel Do You Put in a Maserati? When I lived in Los Angeles, a friend of mine bought a Maserati. And he told me something I will never forget. He said: a car like this only runs on premium fuel. Not because it has to. Because a sports car only reaches its peak performance with the right fuel. A racehorse gets premium feed. An athlete eats a precise diet. High performance demands high quality input. How much more so your neshamah! Feed your mind junk, live a junk life. Feed your soul Torah and you live like a real Jew. Shavuos night is the night when each and every one of us is judged on how much Torah we will merit to learn in the coming year. This isn't just a night of staying awake. It's an opportunity. Grab it with both hands and hold on tight. But you can't do it alone. You need a system. You need a live beit midrash. You need a chavrusa pulling you forward. Weekly Challenge: Take a nap on Thursday afternoon before Yom Tov. Then after the seudah, come straight to KBA. Set up a chavrusa, shiurim running all night long, a live beit midrash with the full RCK


