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This week’s parsha describes the one sin that Moshe and Aharon were
guilty of committing. Unlike the rest of the Jewish people who had
tested Hashem ten times throughout their journeys in the desert,
Moshe and Aharon made only one tiny slip up.

The Torah jumps forward 38 years and we are now in year forty. All of
the people who had sinned with the spies by accepting their evil
slander, have perished and are no more. The people remaining are the
children of that sinful generation and they are all righteous.

This being the case, it is hard to understand how they seemingly fell
into the same sinful pattern of their parents who, when challenged
with thirst shortly after having left Egypt, fell into panic and verbally
attacked both Moshe and Hashem!

Twice prior Hashem tested them with thirst and although they
complained bitterly, Hashem saved them and eventually gave them
water. The first time was at Marah, when they came to a pool of
undrinkable water. Hashem told Moshe to throw a bitter stick into the
pool and the water miraculously became sweet and drinkable. The
second time Hashem tested them with thirst, they complained and
quarreled with Moshe and Hashem. Despite this, Hashem told Moshe
to hit a rock and miraculously the rock gave forth water for the next
38 years!

This is the third time the people are being faced with thirst. Surely
they should have learned from their parents that firstly, Hashem
doesn’t like it when we complain, for it shows a lack of trust in His
providence. Secondly, they should have learned that Hashem would
never let them die of thirst! So why did this new generation of
righteous Jews fall into the same hole that their parents fell into?

The Netziv writes, in his commentary on Chumash, that the first two
episodes took place at the beginning of their 40 year journey when
we were living on daily open miracles. We received our bread from
Heaven and our water from a rock. We were like infants nursing at our
mother’s breast, Hashem taking care of all of our needs with zero
input on our part.

Under these conditions, it doesn’t make sense that Hashem would
deprive us of water! Would a mother withhold milk from her nursing
baby? The Netziv explains that those two incidents were brought upon
them as punishments from Hashem for previous failings. Hashem
wanted to show them that doubting His presence in their lives causes

Him to turn off the miracles, leaving the Jewish people to their own
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devices. Once Hashem turned off the miracles, by default, the water
ceased and they were thirsty.

Now, 38 years later, they are coming close to entering the land of
Israel where their miraculous existence would come to an end.
Hashem wants them to live normal natural lives in Eretz Yisrael while
at the same time, trusting in Him as if they were still receiving
miracles. Just as a mother doesn’t wean her child abruptly, but rather
does so gradually from a few months prior, so too Hashem begins to
wean them from the habit of daily miracles. Hashem turned off the
rock upon Miriam’s death, not as a punishment for any sin, but to
teach them that they will have to rely on their own efforts to procure
water. Hashem wanted to teach them the power of prayer and that
sincere davening with total trust in Hashem is what will bring them
water from now on.

This is why Hashem did not consider their anxiety or their speaking
against Moshe to be a sin, which is why when Moshe used
“excessive” force by calling them sinners and he hit the rock instead
of praying or speaking, Hashem blamed Moshe and not the people.
This final year in the desert, when Hashem was gradually weaning
them from a miraculous existence into a more natural one, was a very
confusing time for them. Every incident that seemingly “went wrong”
or was difficult, was confusing to interpret. Was it Hashem punishing
them for something they did wrong, or was it just the discomfort they
felt from being weaned from the breast?

We are living in difficult times today, not only because of the terrible
tragedies and casualties we have suffered, but because we have
experienced miraculous times as well, such as the 12 day war with
Iran, and we are left totally confused as to what Hashem is doing to
us! One day we believe that redemption is finally coming, for the
miracles we experienced were undeniably messianic. Yet in the same
month of these miracles, we have sadly lost 20 amazing boys whose
only “crime” was that they were Jewish and gave their lives defending
our country, the most recent tragedy being the terrible loss of Natan
Rosenfeld, son of our dear Avi and Sam Rosenfeld! We hope that
these agonizing times of uncertainty are coming from a process of
weaning but in the opposite direction! Hashem is weaning us from a
natural existence into a more miraculous one that comes with
messianic times. We should merit to witness Hashem’s full revelation,
and only then will we find the nechama that we so desperately need!
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	This week’s parsha describes the one sin that Moshe and Aharon were guilty of committing. Unlike the rest of the Jewish people who had tested Hashem ten times throughout their journeys in the desert, Moshe and Aharon made only one tiny slip up. The Torah jumps forward 38 years and we are now in year forty. All of the people who had sinned with the spies by accepting their evil slander, have perished and are no more. The people remaining are the children of that sinful generation and they are all righteous. This being the case, it is hard to understand how they seemingly fell into the same sinful pattern of their parents who, when challenged with thirst shortly after having left Egypt, fell into panic and verbally attacked both Moshe and Hashem! Twice prior Hashem tested them with thirst and although they complained bitterly, Hashem saved them and eventually gave them water. The first time was at Marah, when they came to a pool of undrinkable water. Hashem told Moshe to throw a bitter stick into the pool and the water miraculously became sweet and drinkable. The second time Hashem tested them with thirst, they complained and quarreled with Moshe and Hashem. Despite this, Hashem told Moshe to hit a rock and miraculously the rock gave forth water for the next  38 years! This is the third time the people are being faced with thirst. Surely they should have learned from their parents that firstly, Hashem doesn’t like it when we complain, for it shows a lack of trust in His providence. Secondly, they should have learned that Hashem would never let them die of thirst! So why did this new generation of righteous Jews fall into the same hole that their parents fell into? The Netziv writes, in his commentary on Chumash, that the first two episodes took place at the beginning of their 40 year journey when  we were living on daily open miracles. We received our bread from Heaven and our water from a rock. We were like infants nursing at our mother’s breast, Hashem taking care of all of our needs with zero input on our part. Under these conditions, it doesn’t make sense that Hashem would deprive us of water! Would a mother withhold milk from her nursing baby? The Netziv explains that those two incidents were brought upon them as punishments from Hashem for previous failings. Hashem wanted to show them that doubting His presence in their lives causes Him to turn off the miracles, leaving the Jewish people to their own
	devices. Once Hashem turned off the miracles, by default, the water ceased and they were thirsty. Now, 38 years later, they are coming close to entering the land of Israel where their miraculous existence would come to an end. Hashem wants them to live normal natural lives in Eretz Yisrael while at the same time, trusting in Him as if they were still receiving miracles. Just as a mother doesn’t wean her child abruptly, but rather does so gradually from a few months prior, so too Hashem begins to wean them from the habit of daily miracles. Hashem turned off the rock upon Miriam’s death, not as a punishment for any sin, but to teach them that they will have to rely on their own efforts to procure water. Hashem wanted to teach them the power of prayer and that sincere davening with total trust in Hashem is what will bring them water from now on.  This is why Hashem did not consider their anxiety or their speaking against Moshe to be a sin, which is why when Moshe used “excessive” force by calling them sinners and he hit the rock instead of praying or speaking, Hashem blamed Moshe and not the people. This final year in the desert, when Hashem was gradually weaning them from a miraculous existence into a more natural one, was a very confusing time for them. Every incident that seemingly “went wrong” or was difficult, was confusing to interpret. Was it Hashem punishing them for something they did wrong, or was it just the discomfort they felt from being weaned from the breast? We are living in difficult times today, not only because of the terrible tragedies and casualties we have suffered, but because we have experienced miraculous times as well, such as the 12 day war with Iran, and we are left totally confused as to what Hashem is doing to us! One day we believe that redemption is finally coming, for the miracles we experienced were undeniably messianic. Yet in the same month of these miracles, we have sadly lost 20 amazing boys whose only “crime” was that they were Jewish and gave their lives defending our country, the most recent tragedy being the terrible loss of Natan Rosenfeld, son of our dear Avi and Sam Rosenfeld! We hope that these agonizing times of uncertainty are coming from a process of weaning but in the opposite direction! Hashem is weaning us from a natural existence into a more miraculous one that comes with messianic times. We should merit to witness Hashem’s full revelation, and only then will we find the nechama that we so desperately need!
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