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As the State of Israel embarks on a renewed ground assault into Gaza
with the hopes of finally achieving its goals of defeating Hamas, we
are all gravely concerned for the wellbeing of our brothers and sisters
who are risking their lives so that we all may live in peace and
security.

Sitting in the relative security of Raanana, we ask ourselves, aside
from what is already being done, what else can we do to ensure the
success and security of the Jewish people in Eretz Yisrael?

If we contrast the verses at the end of Acharei Mot, to the first verses
in the beginning of this week’s parsha of Bechukotai, we see a clear
directive of how we can help.

The beginning verses of Bechukotai tell us that if we follow the
mitzvot of the Torah and we study Torah diligently, then we are
promised an abundance of food and water and are guaranteed to live
in peace and security within our borders. Contrast this sentiment with
the final verses in Acharei Mot where the Torah tells us that we
should not defile the land by engaging in illicit and deviant behaviors
as the gentiles who came before us did. For, if so, the land will spit us
out just as it did the gentiles who practiced these behaviors. The
Torah clearly warns the Jewish people to behave Jewishly, with
morality and G-dliness, for the land of Israel is unlike all other lands.
Other lands do not “care” how its inhabitants behave. The land does
not think or feel for itself. The land of Israel is unique! It is a spiritual
land that cannot tolerate Jews acting immorally against Hashem!

Our orders are clear. To ensure success and security in Eretz Yisrael,
aside from all of the military and diplomatic efforts being extended to

secure our safety, we must bolster our spiritual efforts as well. By
embracing the Jewish family unit, where we raise our children with
mothers and fathers, in purity and morality, teaching our children
about the values of family and

leading by example, and by

strengthening our commitment to Torah study and mitzvah
observance, we will gain the favor of the land and of Hashem and will
help bring success to the Jewish people in the Land of Israel.

And if you ask yourself, how can I, one small Jew, make a difference
to an entire country? The answer also lies in this week’s parsha with
the laws of erechin. The laws of erechin teach us that each Jew has
the value, from the biggest tzaddik to the humblest unlearned Jew.
We are all equally important to Hashem and an earnest effort to

become a better person can make a huge impact on the entire land!
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Remembering Ourselves Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
Right in the middle of the Tochacha—the rebuke in Parshas Bechukosai
—we find a seemingly out-of-place pasuk. Amidst the harsh warnings
about the insecurity of our relationship with Hashem and the loss of
our land, the Torah suddenly says: “I will remember My covenant with
Yaakov, and also My covenant with Yitzchak, and also My covenant
with Avraham... and | will remember the land.” Why this sudden shift?
What is the meaning—and timing—of this reminder?

Rav Soloveitchik zt”l (Mesoras HaRav) sees this pasuk as a powerful
moment of hope and identity. He explains that even when Jews try to
hide their Jewishness—blending into the world, avoiding connection
with their people—Hashem remembers. There are those who list
every identity before acknowledging they are Jewish, if they even say
it at all. Jews embarrassed to be Jews.

But Hashem says: | remember. | remember who you are. You may be
running like Yonah on the ship, but | know your true identity—you are
a child of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. But how does Hashem
awaken us to remember it too?

“V’ha’aretz ezkor”—I will remember the Land.

Rav Soloveitchik explains: Hashem brings the Land of Israel to the
forefront. It becomes front-page news. A tiny strip of land scrutinized
like no other place on Earth. The world watches, critiques, obsesses.
You won’t be able to stay neutral. You won’t be able to hide.

Your connection to the land will pull you back to your people.
And we're seeing it. Amid rising antisemitism, Jews who never
identified as such are grabbing their Chai necklaces, buying tzitzis and
tefillin, lighting Shabbos candles. Marching hand in hand with their
people. Realizing that the identities they tried to create are hollow.
This is their nation. This is their land.

On the 28th of Iyar—Yom Yerushalayim—Hashem returned
Yerushalayim, the Makom HaMikdash, to our hands. What followed? A
wave of hisorerus, of return. Thousands of Jews reminded of who they
are. Hashem uses the events of history and the headlines of today to
call us back to our mission.

Join us this Monday morning. Daven at the Makom HaMikdash.
Learn the Torah of Yerushalayim. Strengthen your identity as a Jew.
Remember who you are.

On Yom Yerushalayim
4 Join us for a special trip to the Kotel, uplifting tefillah,

“E M breakfast at a yeshiva, and a powerful Torah shiur.
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