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This coming Shabbat we will finish reading from the book of Exodus,
Shemot, with the reading of Parshiyot Vayakheil and Pekudei.

In addition, we will read from a second Torah scroll, the passage from
Parshat Bo that discusses the mitzvot of Rosh Chodesh and Korban
Pesach.

The Ramban explains the reason behind why the second of the five
books of Moses is called the book of Exodus. It is because the theme
of this entire section deals with the forging of the Jewish people and
their release from bondage to freedom.

If however, this is indeed the theme, then surely the book of Exodus
should end with parshat Beshalach or Yitro, with the revelation at Mt.
Sinai, for it was at Mt. Sinai where they gained their independence
and identity as Hashem’s chosen nation. Why does the book of Exodus
continue another five parshiyot, four of which detail the building of
the Mishkan, the Tabernacle. What does building the Mishkan have to
do with freedom, that it was included in the book of Exodus?

The Ramban explains that leaving the “straits” of Egypt, which on a
deeper level represents the confines of one’s own earthly limitations
and shortcomings, is not complete with the physical leaving from
Egypt or even with the acceptance of Torah at Mt. Sinai. The
culmination of that process, at which point we can say that we truly
left our earthly confines, was when we had grown so high that
Hashem came to dwell in our midst.

It is only at the end of parshat Pekudei when, after completing the
building of the mishkan, Hashem’s presence descends and fills the
camp, can we truly wrote the final chapter of Exodus, for the highest
levels attainable by man had finally been achieved!

As beautiful as this idea is, it does not explain the last few pesukim of
Pekudei. After describing how the cloud of Hashem’s presence filled
the mishkan, the Torah adds a few more verses which seem to appear
anticlimactic. “And when the cloud of Hashem would ascend from the
mishkan, the people would travel and when the cloud would not
ascend, the people would not travel.” It would have seemed more
appropriate to have placed these verses in the book of Bamidbar,
which chronicles their wanderings in the desert. What are these final
verses doing in the book of Exodus?

Rav Galinksy explains that the highest level of connection to Hashem
is not merely when the Divine presence dwells in our midst. The
highest of the highest level is when we surrender our own wants and
desires to those of Hashem’s. Surely the people must have been
anxious with anticipation to enter the promised land, a land flowing
with milk and honey. Despite this, the last verses teach us that the
people surrendered their will and desires to Hashem. “If Hashem’s
presence lifts off of the mishkan, then we too will lift ourselves up and
travel further. If Hashem’s cloud does not move, then we too will not
move.” How could they have been so tranquil and calm about staying
put in one place. The Torah tells us in the book of Bamidbar how in 38
years, they only traveled a handful of times. There were times when
they were stationed in one location in the desert for years! How did
they not go crazy with anxiety and frustration of knowing that they
were literally stuck on the road, unable to advance toward their final
destination? The answer is that when the Jewish

people are connected to Hashem, then the actual destination is not
important, for life is all about the journey!

The purpose of life is not to reach a “finish line.” Today, we view
living in the land of Israel as a finish line of sorts because we believe
that out of all of the places on planet Earth, Israel is the most
conducive place for connecting to Hashem. | assume that this is why
we made aliyah and left the comforts of chutz la’aretz to face the
challenges of living in Eretz Yisrael.

However, the life that the Jewish people had while wandering in the
desert was a life of even greater connection to Hashem, for they were
living on a miraculous plane of existence. For them, the journey itself
held more holiness and more connection than the final destination.
Realizing that staying put in some far flung location in a barren desert
together with Hashem, was for them, an oasis of spiritual living, kept
them tranquil, happy and fulfilled!

This is why these last verses were included in the book of Exodus. Our
Exodus started when we went from being slaves to the tyrant Paroah,
to becoming true servants of Hashem. However, the full exodus was
only achieved when we felt true contentment, living daily with
Hashem’s presence in our midst, to the degree that the destination
no longer mattered.

| find this lesson to be particularly important during these anxious
times. On the one hand, we appreciate Hashem’s miraculous
intervention since the start of the latest Iran war. The fact that so
many Amalekites were killed on Shabbat Parshat Zachor, when we
read about the mitzvah of eradicating Amalek, was an event that
bellied the story of Purim itself. The timing of this war and its initial
successes were clearly orchestrated from above. But we are growing
weary and we are growing anxious. We want to see the finish line
already! We want to see the goals and objectives achieved. The daily
grind of running to our shelters and the lack of sleep is frustrating us,
yours truly included.

We need to try, based on the last verses of the parsha, to be less
anxious about the finish line, “When will this war end already?” and
rather savor the miracles that Hashem sends us day in and day out.
The destination is not ours to control. In the desert, the Jewish
people were powerless to move until the cloud of Hashem moved.
They were powerless to stop and rest until the cloud stopped to rest.
Once they surrendered their will to that of Hashem’s, they no longer
cared when they travelled and when they didn’t.

If we, too, can realize that the finish line is not ours to control, as this
entire war is being orchestrated by Hashem, then we will feel less
anxious about the sirens and the shelters and the dragging on of the
situation. We will realize that it is not Iran or Hezbollah who are
sending us to our shelters, rather it is Hashem. And even if we happen
to be living in an old house, without a safe room, requiring us to run
into an old decrepit and very uncomfortable bomb shelter, we must
realize that we are not sitting there alone. Hashem is with us in the
shelter and in the safe rooms.

Let’s maximize this difficult situation by surrendering ourselves to
Hashem’s plan. By doing so, may we find tranquility and hope in the
difficult days ahead.
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	This coming Shabbat we will finish reading from the book of Exodus, Shemot, with the reading of Parshiyot Vayakheil and Pekudei.  In addition, we will read from a second Torah scroll, the passage from Parshat Bo that discusses the mitzvot of Rosh Chodesh and Korban Pesach. The Ramban explains the reason behind why the second of the five books of Moses is called the book of Exodus. It is because the theme of this entire section deals with the forging of the Jewish people and their release from bondage to freedom. If however, this is indeed the theme, then surely the book of Exodus should end with parshat Beshalach or Yitro, with the revelation at Mt. Sinai, for it was at Mt. Sinai where they gained their independence and identity as Hashem’s chosen nation. Why does the book of Exodus continue another five parshiyot, four of which detail the building of the Mishkan, the Tabernacle. What does building the Mishkan have to do with freedom, that it was included in the book of Exodus? The Ramban explains that leaving the “straits” of Egypt, which on a deeper level represents the confines of one’s own earthly limitations and shortcomings, is not complete with the physical leaving from Egypt or even with the acceptance of Torah at Mt. Sinai. The culmination of that process, at which point we can say that we truly left our earthly confines, was when we had grown so high that Hashem came to dwell in our midst. It is only at the end of parshat Pekudei when, after completing the building of the mishkan, Hashem’s presence descends and fills the camp, can we truly wrote the final chapter of Exodus, for the highest levels attainable by man had finally been achieved! As beautiful as this idea is, it does not explain the last few pesukim of Pekudei. After describing how the cloud of Hashem’s presence filled the mishkan, the Torah adds a few more verses which seem to appear anticlimactic. “And when the cloud of Hashem would ascend from the mishkan, the people would travel and when the cloud would not ascend, the people would not travel.” It would have seemed more appropriate to have placed these verses in the book of Bamidbar, which chronicles their wanderings in the desert. What are these final verses doing in the book of Exodus? Rav Galinksy explains that the highest level of connection to Hashem is not merely when the Divine presence dwells in our midst. The highest of the highest level is when we surrender our own wants and desires to those of Hashem’s. Surely the people must have been anxious with anticipation to enter the promised land, a land flowing with milk and honey. Despite this, the last verses teach us that the people surrendered their will and desires to Hashem. “If Hashem’s presence lifts off of the mishkan, then we too will lift ourselves up and travel further. If Hashem’s cloud does not move, then we too will not move.” How could they have been so tranquil and calm about staying put in one place. The Torah tells us in the book of Bamidbar how in 38 years, they only traveled a handful of times. There were times when they were stationed in one location in the desert for years! How did they not go crazy with anxiety and frustration of knowing that they were literally stuck on the road, unable to advance  toward their final destination? The answer is that when the Jewish
	people are connected to Hashem, then the actual destination is not important, for life is all about the journey! The purpose of life is not to reach a “finish line.” Today, we view living in the land of Israel as a finish line of sorts because we believe that out of all of the places on planet Earth, Israel is the most conducive place for connecting to Hashem. I assume that this is why we made aliyah and left the comforts of chutz la’aretz to face the challenges of living in Eretz Yisrael. However, the life that the Jewish people had while wandering in the desert was a life of even greater connection to Hashem, for they were living on a miraculous plane of existence. For them, the journey itself held more holiness and more connection than the final destination. Realizing that staying put in some far flung location in a barren desert together with Hashem, was for them, an oasis of spiritual living, kept them tranquil, happy and fulfilled! This is why these last verses were included in the book of Exodus. Our Exodus started when we went from being slaves to the tyrant Paroah, to becoming true servants of Hashem. However, the full exodus was only achieved when we felt true contentment, living daily with Hashem’s presence in our midst, to the degree that the destination no longer mattered.  I find this lesson to be particularly important during these anxious times. On the one hand, we appreciate Hashem’s miraculous intervention since the start of the latest Iran war. The fact that so many Amalekites were killed on Shabbat Parshat Zachor, when we read about the mitzvah of eradicating Amalek, was an event that bellied the story of Purim itself. The timing of this war and its initial successes were clearly orchestrated from above. But we are growing weary and we are growing anxious. We want to see the finish line already! We want to see the goals and objectives achieved. The daily grind of running to our shelters and the lack of sleep is frustrating us, yours truly included. We need to try, based on the last verses of the parsha, to be less anxious about the finish line, “When will this war end already?” and rather savor the miracles that Hashem sends us day in and day out. The destination is not ours to control. In the desert, the Jewish people were powerless to move until the cloud of Hashem moved. They were powerless to stop and rest until the cloud stopped to rest. Once they surrendered their will to that of Hashem’s, they no longer cared when they travelled and when they didn’t. If we, too, can realize that the finish line is not ours to control, as this entire war is being orchestrated by Hashem, then we will feel less anxious about the sirens and the shelters and the dragging on of the situation. We will realize that it is not Iran or Hezbollah who are sending us to our shelters, rather it is Hashem. And even if we happen to be living in an old house, without a safe room, requiring us to run into an old decrepit and very uncomfortable bomb shelter, we must realize that we are not sitting there alone. Hashem is with us in the shelter and in the safe rooms. Let’s maximize this difficult situation by surrendering ourselves to Hashem’s plan. By doing so, may we find tranquility and hope in the difficult days ahead.


