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Real Questions Learned Real WellReal Questions Learned Real Well

Hilchos ChanukahHilchos ChanukahHilchos Chanukah

... and more!... and more!... and more!

When’s the best time for
me to light my Menorah?

Do you really have to wake
someone up to light with you?

Can I light before
it’s dark outside?

It’s Time to Light... But When??
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Background: The Gemara discusses כבתה אין זקוק לה - if the candles blow out, you
don’t need to relight them. It then questions that ruling from a teaching regarding the
ideal time to light Neiros Chanukah.

Q: (1) What time should one begin to light? (See Rosh above, and Ritva below).  (2) How
late is עד שתכלה רגל מן השוק? (See Rashi above, and Ritva below):
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Questions to consider: (1) What’s the ideal time to light? (2) Can I light after that time?
(3) What’s the practical difference between the Gemara’s two answers?
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Onto the Halacha! See the Tur, and then the Beis Yosef who questions the Tur’s
understanding of the Rambam:

Source .............................................................................................................................................................. Page

Q1: When is the best time to light Neiros Chanukah?

Q2: How long must each candle last? Does it matter if I am lighting inside?

Q3: If I can’t light during the proper time, is it better to light beforehand

while it’s still light outside or late at night when no one else is awake?
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NOTE: Sometimes the order of the sources skips to different pages.
This is in order to make the sugya clearer and more accessible.



Question?
Ask Rabbi Postelnek, Rabbi Rabi

or one of the other available RCK Rabbis

We’re here to help, grow and learn together!
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Q: Bottom line, in extenuating circumstances, can I light before Shkiya (sundown)
with a beracha?
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