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Hilchos Chanukah @
It’s Time to Light... But When??

When’s the best time for Do you really have to wake  Canllight before
me to light my Menorah?  someone up to light with you?  it’s dark outside?

..and more!
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TABLE OF CONTENTS & QUESTIONS

Q1: When is the best time to light Neiros Chanukah?
Q2: How long must each candle last? Does it matter if | am lighting inside?
Q3: If | can’t light during the proper time, is it better to light beforehand

while it’s still light outside or late at night when no one else is awake?

NOTE: Sometimes the order of the sources skips to different pages.
This is in order to make the sugya clearer and more accessible.

Background: The Gemara discusses n'7 71j71 'N NN2D - if the candles blow out, you
don’t need to relight them. It then questions that ruling from a teaching regarding the
ideal time to light Neiros Chanukah.

Questions to consider: (1) What's the ideal time to light? (2) Can | light after that time?
(3) What's the practical difference between the Gemara’s two answers?

Shabbos Daf 21b .......cccccceirimimsmrsniersnsssnsessssssns s nans 5
Rashi (Marked) ........cuieirermsmsmsmsmsmsassssssssssmssssssssssssssnsassssssssssnsnsasassssssnsnsasassssssssnsnsas 5
Does lighting inside rather than outside impact when one should and can light?
TOSFOS (7h N'7 'NT) weeeeemrcinmriemrssnnssmsssnnsssmssssnsssnssssmsesnssssnsessnsssnssssnsssnssssnsesnnssnnsennnssn 5
201 6
Ritva, Shabbos 21b (d”’h j7"'7TN N'7 'NTand 'N) ..cccccceeerecercesccesmssesssscsssscssnsnsas 7

Q: (1) What time should one begin to light? (See Rosh above, and Ritva below). (2) How
late is 71N 1N 721 N7ONW TV? (%ee Rashi above, and Ritva below):

Ritva, ibid (d”h 1j7'V1 and TVY) ...cecesccrscsessssmssssssmssssssmsssssssssssssmssssssssassssmsassssssassnss 7

See the Rashba who discusses how late one can light AND how early one can light:

Rashba, ibid (d”’h 1j7'V1 and TV) .c.ecresccercessccsccsssss e ssssmesssmsssssssessssmsssssssnnss 8-9
See the Meiri who argues with the Rashba’s proof:
=Y T TR 1 O 10
Q: Which of the above opinions does the Rambam hold like?
Rambam, Hilchos Chanukah 4:5 ..........cccccciiiimmmmsssessmssssssssssssssssssssssssssmsssssssnssnes 11
Magid Mishna, ibid .........cccccuimimismninimsnns s nssms s nnnsas 11
Maaseh Rokeach, ibid .......ccccuieeerrsrsmerssssmsssssssssssssmsssssssnsssssssnsssssssnsssssssnnsssssnnnsenss 12-13
Hagahot Maimoniyot, ibid 2..........cccccrrrrrrrccrrcrre s s s s s s nsne s 11

Onto the Halacha! See the Tur, and then the Beis Yosef who questions the Tur’s
understanding of the Rambam:
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Tur & Beis YOSef, 07 CH 672 .......cccccrriimmriiinesssismessssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssnssssssnssannns 14-15

Q: Practically, when should we light? And if we missed that time, can we light
later with a beracha?

Bach, ibid (MArked) ......ccuveuerrerssssssssmsesasssnsssssssssssssssssssssasssnsssnssssssssasssnsssssssnnsenanenns 14

Shulchan Aruch, O”CH 672:1-2. ........cccecceemriirmsrsisnssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssnssssssnssssns 16-17

e T 11 I () L 16

Mishna Berura, ibid (1) ....ccceceeeseissssssmsmsssnsssnssssssssnsssnssssssssssssnsssnssssssssnsssnsssnnsssnsennns 18

Aruch HaShulchan, ibid 4 .........cccccuuiiirsmemmmssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssnnssssssnnnnns 21
Regarding lighting where the night begins much later (i.e. in South Africa):

Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 1:390 (Rav Moshe Shternbach) ........ccccoeerrrcrrcrnsensenne 25-26

Q: Bottom line, if  missed the proper time to light can | light later with a beracha?
Do | have to wake someone up?

Shulchan Aruch, 0”CH 672:1-2............cooeerrcesrcesscessesssmesssmssssmssssmsssssssssnsssssssnsns 16-17
Magen Avraham, ibid (6) ........c.cceererrmrmrerrmssmsssessmssessesns s smssnesesnssmssmssmssssnsans 17
Mishna Berura, ibid (11) .....c.ccccoirrmsssmsssmsnssmssssmssssmssssmssssmssssmssssmssssmssssnssssnssnsnsansns 20
Shaar HaTziyon, ibid (17) ....c.cecureerersmssmssessmssnsssssssssnsssssmssnssnssnssssssnsssssmssnssnssnsesseses 20

Q: Bottom line, in extenuating circumstances, can | light before Shkiya (sundown)
with a beracha?

Shulchan Aruch, ibid 1 ......ccccueciirceerrriiinmsssressrssssssesrsnsssssesessnsssseesssnnsssessssnnnsssensnnn 18-19
Mishna Berura, ibid (3-4) ....ccccceecuresemrrrssnmsesssnmssssssssesssnnsesssnssssssnnsessssnsssssnnsssssnnnsssan 18

How much oil should each candle have? Consider the original two answers of the
Gemara (page 5) and that some people light inside today. Should either of those
considerations impact how much oil we need?

Bach, ibid (Marked) ......cccoeveeecrcrmrcsmrrssnsessnssessssessmssssnssessssessnssssnnsessnsessnnsssnnsessnsesnns 14
Magen Avraham, ibid (2) .......cccocerrrmrmsmsssssssnssssessessnssssessssnssessmssnssssessesnsses 16
Mishna Berura, ibid (5) ...ccecureererrssssssesssasssnssssssssssssnssssssssssssnsssnssssasssnsssnsssnsssnnsennns 19

Today, people stay out much later, stores are open longer and some cities never
sleep! Does that mean | have to put in enough oil to last many more hours??

Moadim U’zmanim 2:141 (Rav Moshe Shternbach) .......cccccveeemrerrmmrrrsnmmressnnseesas 22-24

QUESTION?
Ask Rabbi Postelnek, Rabbi Rabi
or one of the other available RCK Rabbis

WE'RE HERE TO HELP, GROW AND LEARN TOGETHER!
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