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Issue 68

This week’s parsha recounts the events of Moshe’s birth and his early
childhood in the palace of Paraoh. The passuk states that Moshe grew
up and went out among his brethren to see their suffering when
suddenly he saw an Egyptian man striking a Hebrew man. Moshe
looked both ways, killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the sand.
The next day he went out and saw two Hebrew men fighting with
each other and he rebuked the one for striking the other. One turned
to Moshe retorting, “Are you going to kill me like you killed the
Egyptian?!” Moshe became fearful that he would inform on him
which indeed is what happened, forcing Moshe to flee from Paroah’s
wrath.

There is a midrash that says that Moshe was only 12 years old when
these events took place. We also know that Moshe was 80 years old
when he stood at the burning bush, after having married Tzipporah
and having two children with her. We can safely estimate that Moshe
was approximately 72 years of age when he arrived in Midyan at the
drinking well that led him to Yitro. This would mean that Moshe was
fleeing from Paroah for 60 years, all due to the fact that he killed the
Egyptian for striking the Hebrew! But had he just killed the Egyptian
and not gotten involved with the two Hebrews fighting each other the
next day, the wicked Hebrew would not have had any reason to
inform on Moshe to Paroah and Moshe would have been able to
continue living in the royal palace in peace. It turns out then, that
Moshe suffered 60 years of exile because he neglected to mind his
own business!

What would any normal person learn from this experience? That good

guys finish last! It doesn’t pay to get involved. Keep your head down
and mind your own business. Upholding justice only got Moshe 60
years of trouble!

Yet the second he arrives in Midyan at the well, he once again sees an
injustice being committed. The Midyanite shepherds were harassing
the daughters of Yitro over watering their sheep. One would think
that Moshe learnt his lesson and would stay far away from getting
involved. However, he immediately arose and saved Yitro’s daughters
from their hands. How could Moshe jump into someone else’s
business after having paid for the last episode with 60 years of exile?!
The answer is that Moshe’s sense of right and wrong was so strong,
that he was unable to let injustice go unspoken. Even if it would mean
further consequences, he needed to speak up and defend the weak.
This middah is a central one to Moshe’s character and it was only
through it that he merited to meet up with Hashem at the burning
bush.

The midrash says that one of the sheep wandered off from the flock
and Moshe went after it. This sheep led Moshe to a place in the
desert where Hashem appeared in the form of a burning bush. Had
Moshe not gone after the sheep, he would never have experienced
that revelation and perhaps never have chosen to be the savior of the
Jewish people. He could have easily rationalized that it was not his
wandering off over one sheep, but his fierce sense of right and wrong
did not allow him to turn a blind eye to any form of injustice, even
that of an innocent sheep! It is this willingness to step up and defend
right over wrong that we should all try to emulate in our lives!

The Power of a Good Word
Rabbi Guy Dvir

When it came time to redeem the Jewish people from Egypt, God
chose Moses to be the savior. However, convincing Moses to accept
the leadership role was hardly an easy task, for Moses was reluctant
to take on the position. For seven days Moses insisted that he wasn't
the right person for the job, until finally God expressed anger toward
him saying, "Hashem became angry with Moses, and He said, “There
is your brother Aaron the Levite, He is setting out to meet you, and
will be happy to see you" (Shemot chapter 4:14).

It is apparent that Moses' refusal to take the leadership role was out
of respect for his older brother Aharon. Hashem therefore assured
him that Aaron will genuinely be happy for him.

The Midrash states that if Aharon knew what the Torah would write
about him, not only would he have been happy in his heart for Moses,
he would have gone out to greet him with drums and music. The
same is said about Reuven. Had he known that the Torah would write
that he saved Joseph's life, he would have carried him back to his
father on his shoulders. The Midrash is teaching us a fascinating
lesson about human nature. Apparently, when people know they're
being watched, they do better than when they don’t feel they're
being watched. This is perhaps because we feel more significant when
others take interest in what we do. That feeling of significance

motivates us to realize our inner potential to a higher level. This
ancient Jewish wisdom is not only insightful, it's been coined by
modern psychology as the 'Hawthorne' effect. It gets its name from
one of the most famous industrial history experiments that took place
at Western Electric’s factory in the Hawthorn suburb of Chicago in the
late 1920s and early 1930s. The researchers concluded that the
workers’ productivity was not affected by the changes in working
conditions, but rather by the fact that someone was concerned
enough about their working conditions to conduct an experiment on
it.

Our blessed sages who lived almost two thousand years ago taught us
this important insight before anyone conducted an experiment on the
subject. For them it was a simple fact of human nature. We need to
feel significant. We need to feel recognized. When others take
interest in what we do, we flourish. When they don’t, we don’t do our
best.

We can use this knowledge to better the lives of those around us,
whether it's our children and family, friends and community, and
anyone person we can touch. With one good word or recognition, we
can change a person's life for the better.

We also need to feel that our own actions are significant, even
though we don’t receive recognition from others. Hashem is writing
down each and every good deed that we do. The Midrash concludes
by saying, “Now that we don't have any prophets who write down our
deeds, Hashem records each and every one of our deeds.”



25

RCKOLLEL.COM

Since 1998

RAANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL

»

T 021
N1V 'M7'N{70 7715N 1127 'SN 'V n1in 11T
N"OwNN "NINI“ NYIO
nawn nt = &

1647 1 17:46

68 11'72

0584810910

1'w K7W 72 NIJTA DIXAN 7821 78w DV 2 1INIK D'TA70 2" TN
.0wWI17n1 DAY DN NN

N2 NI'N% 101 K27 ,NNXNN 112N NNYNNY nd1a K2 %\w' oy
N7 ,2I1270 1220 DX 11'Y X7 ,0N%W NINTN 2V NNW K78 ,DNX00N
.NAWN NN 11'Y N71,NINWN NN 12'Y

T2 NN T'RN 2RY DY - 'NNXn 0NN 78 12 NNy axly
'D'N2N' 1TA2 0N ,0MI¥NA 11D DAY N2 DY INNY? 02 - '0'Nan’
.N2'90N w1IN 1T VAN D'WTN 071V 0'812,1IVA0 NNY AT 19'8)
ApyU RIAT INND VY ,NNAYNRN WK Apum 1T 0N Nt AT
Jwian w7 ow' :niam 'wnl 0'w ,'o%w

niwn ¢ NLaN1 IYNIN PIoan NN AT %Y y'91nn% IwoN
NINMY? NTIAT 192 28 0V |2'0n,"Apy waw' 0iNan' (D'MawRy)
J21AN 2PV PRNRT DN? wNwn mL,'DNaN' 1A TN

Spyur e - 'oNan’

DAINNY , 01721 DNNN TINY? N2 ,NmMwn MMy niavn v
N1 7¥ NINWY VAN XIN PRI R NMAINY 0210 Dimn 72 NN
U212 X7 KIn N1, 2K

J(NmaNa - 12 x1) "2Tn' DaIMN K921, 2R IR 2R

11 NIMY' Nnw19n N7'NN2A 0'adI NIAM 'WXI AN DNILN 72van
NP DY TWND DAY 17 1017 - ‘N’ niam e 'oiRan 28w
.0'NIN 7NW N2 NINY - NIRWN 72V NRY ,'awa nn

DIRIN TANI XIPNA DMWY NNAKR |2 WpN INTY 112 NI nnuni
AIUN T NN N2IMNY71 NYUT? AXN ANKR DN 12 ,NIMY Nw19 N7'NnY
NniwIan NX KIpN 'D'Ran' ama ninY L% nimen v imey
N7mMI1 N7'M 22 DAINN DDANAY ARINI DN TNRE KN DMy
luann X2 XN NIMwa 2a8 , NNy

.'DnY NN 'y X7Y!

npw ninwi ,)"INnn DMy D'y ningy L, 0'Tint niny 1% e
NiNY 1M %2 1NN wan? 02X 1N 'K L7278 N D122 N
INYY NATTR N7NL1D%W N1IoNa wiranny 137 98 ,0'wTN1E DYV
IINKX M2’ )2 NP L% Nmen v myy Ln%e nintn 2y
LTIN792 12NN D'IXN YIND

:X"D™7W MDY 200N "IV ININA RNIN'TAT XN7' ,01'071

NP7 NNXT RARNE NNZXINAE DAL YW N2 DNY AT210 TR AIT
2van,'"N2'21p' 0% NNP? Nnx1 2%1,2025 YW 0w ,TIiN DA NAY
"IN DY LYY DY LITINY DY AXY NINT NNIYY

JIWYU2 NN DXV 200 78 019 RIN 17 XA

702?022 XN NXR',NWKRY? TN QNN ITNN 200 12 N
.'NA12Np N7 X ima

TNI )27 D2 NN NIN 2RYNT,N79pN0 VIR VINYY? K29NN INWN
DY NNINY NI NINK NY'R N12N,NNIK NN2NY DTIpY 07 Naun
D112 N2 DWALL,NNXT K7 X' IN DAY INNNNY DXL, N0
..010N NN 271,02 121'0% 77

N7 DTN N2 NN QDN NWNY 72 Noan 'R NRE 10 D0
H1I'N1Np Diw NN

nIZNY7 N'O'7W 72 maw 1n pntin na s M K kw

Y
8

NwIa 2w 'DNN TR XIPNA DMIY' NI 112 ON PAIoNY ' NIRY
?NINP217ITNY X DXNLVIAWN

DN NWI9N 72 2V 1992 191N PAIONY M |2 PN DIpN Y DA
12 00N D'PIDA NN 2V 71 PAIDN KINW IN X7 IN NNIN X1 11)
JINTIPN DUA RPY 2'090 [2'0 21T 11N

nYI9n 22 NXK KIPY [INT KW 017 DIpN Y IPRIN Dpnaw
NN N ,XIP K7 NIRIIN 23] PAION DNIL,NNT NJWI XIpNA DMy
790 - '|2207" AT R'DIT NIPNIEINKRAL,MINIXAD AR 0N Wn
N21P7 12T

29101 12'X 1AW DIPRNN TN JI0X! WA NIPRA DAY 1017 W N
:NI2'0 A Nnnn

AN NPTN WAWKRD K21R7 12207 Pa0 DINIR K7 (K

N7'Mn1 AN NNIL T PR N D109 NN 1Al ankn (2
17 W' 02T 'un N AW RIP'Y T 90 padn NN DIYAY 21211 1NKN
.7pn% 12277 P90 N1 NpPNA DNNIK KW 'DNnn

X271 N2 D'TTXY DT W

790" NN NIV IT NP8 2"XT 102" NN N NN I7RW TWNDI
...'NInINg XNMINT

DN NI NI DI DTO NWIZW TRI7 .0"1 2710 7NN X IR
V12w 221 'DIN TNRIEXIPA 0MIW' NTMK1 AN AN D)

,N1INN 111 112'¥N P70 17p2 NAYNAN ANITRNN NN DIYA :QNIwn
D'YIN? N1INY DMWY NYIPI DT "0 KIpND DMWY NIMK Nany
NTIAVUN 2V DINN %Y TIpW? DI 17X 9aN ,0N01197 D'7nun
.NT2 0'2'INN DN

NN VIAY 222 NP2 '"TINY 22 2V nan K78 0270 KN 101 K71
MMy m oal (M wia Ix) onan o TARE Xpn DMY aw1an
770 N'N NIpPN DMWY N'ANY INIAN 0'2n1a1 )22 At ImaniN
.Vi1aw 21 NN NN Napnn 9ol

771 N'D DIRN TRRE RPN DY NNNMNY DIIWKRID ND'Y W' DINNI
12'N NMINN NNNP YNIYY ' 228 ,N1INN NIRNP UNIY 7Y M 1Ay
ANIAN Y N71w2a1 D'2n721,72 P09 NA70N 'K 72K ,]22 2NN
ND1IN N'A1 NAYA VIAWN NWIQ Uniw DTRY '9 2V NP R'TNY
DY I'MI'YI9 0'7WN2 VIAWn N1 KIn 2NN YTV RPN 2van
1N

NIMINA NIN 12T? TALLIT NAINA 0'WINNAN 0121 W AN DIwn NI
[Iw7n - 'n"91' |n'o NNl 17X NI2702 poIvn NV |N71wa |n'on
22" 9"TN NN 1221,IT NAINA IAXY PTR' DTN N, |1'9Y - won ,nan
S Ime 12 02NN IAND DY M'v19 0Ywnn

“NTAN 2T "V ININ]
D'2'M7% D'NAN NIAMD 'WRY NN QNI Aw19n N7'NNA 0NN V2
"N e " n"me "N

NN 'Y 0 21P2 DRON TARIE X1PA DAY TN TRI? WX ORI
.'D7I1V% D2NN NIAY DY

NTNI2 DN TNNI KPR DY DN 29 1T D270 VITD 'an? wi
?0T P09 NPT



	RCKOLLEL.COM
	Bs”d

	Torah Bytes
	A weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha by Rabbi Dovid Horwitz  and the Rabbanim of the Ra’anana Kollel  Va’era 5785
	In memory of Sara bat Gershon a”h
	16:47
	17:46
	Issue 68
	This week’s parsha recounts the events of Moshe’s birth and his early childhood in the palace of Paraoh. The passuk states that Moshe grew up and went out among his brethren to see their suffering when suddenly he saw an Egyptian man striking a Hebrew man. Moshe looked both ways, killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the sand. The next day he went out and saw two Hebrew men fighting with each other and he rebuked the one for striking the other. One turned to Moshe retorting, “Are you going to kill me like you killed the Egyptian?!” Moshe became fearful that he would inform on him which indeed is what happened, forcing Moshe to flee from Paroah’s wrath. There is a midrash that says that Moshe was only 12 years old when these events took place. We also know that Moshe was 80 years old when he stood at the burning bush, after having married Tzipporah and having two children with her. We can safely estimate that Moshe was approximately 72 years of age when he arrived in Midyan at the drinking well that led him to Yitro. This would mean that Moshe was fleeing from Paroah for 60 years, all due to the fact that he killed the Egyptian for striking the Hebrew! But had he just killed the Egyptian and not gotten involved with the two Hebrews fighting each other the next day, the wicked Hebrew would not have had any reason to inform on Moshe to Paroah and Moshe would have been able to continue living in the royal palace in peace. It turns out then, that Moshe suffered 60 years of exile because he neglected to mind his own business! What would any normal person learn from this experience? That good
	guys finish last! It doesn’t pay to get involved. Keep your head down and mind your own business. Upholding justice only got Moshe 60  years of trouble! Yet the second he arrives in Midyan at the well, he once again sees an injustice being committed. The Midyanite shepherds were harassing the daughters of Yitro over watering their sheep. One would think that Moshe learnt his lesson and would stay far away from getting involved. However, he immediately arose and saved Yitro’s daughters from their hands. How could Moshe jump into someone else’s business after having paid for the last episode with 60 years of exile?!  The answer is that Moshe’s sense of right and wrong was so strong, that he was unable to let injustice go unspoken. Even if it would mean further consequences, he needed to speak up and defend the weak.  This middah is a central one to Moshe’s character and it was only through it that he merited to meet up with Hashem at the burning bush. The midrash says that one of the sheep wandered off from the flock and Moshe went after it. This sheep led Moshe to a place in the desert where Hashem appeared in the form of a burning bush. Had Moshe not gone after the sheep, he would never have experienced that revelation and perhaps never have chosen to be the savior of the Jewish people. He could have easily rationalized that it was not his wandering off over one sheep, but his fierce sense of right and wrong did not allow him to turn a blind eye to any form of injustice, even that of an innocent sheep! It is this willingness to step up and defend right over wrong that we should all try to emulate in our lives!
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