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There is a well known Rashi at the beginning of this week’s parsha
that explains the lack of a paragraph space between the end of last
week’s parsha and the beginning of this week’s parsha. This is the only
parsha in the Torah that does not have any space to indicate a change
of parshiyot. As a result, Rashi describes Parshat Vayechi as being
“closed.” This parsha is closed because after Yaakov died, the hearts
and eyes of the Jewish people became closed or blocked due to the
beginning of the slavery. In truth, the Torah in next week’s parsha
seems to suggest that the bondage only started after all of Yaakov’s
children passed away. Only then did a new Paroah arise who did not
know Yosef and did not feel indebted to Yaakov’s family. Only then
did the new Paroah begin to oppress the Jewish people. So how can
Rashi tell us that the hearts and minds of the people were closed due
to the beginning of the Egyptian exile?

We must conclude that the exile that was decreed upon the people by
Hashem, was one that started off very light, which gradually became
more severe as time went on.

In truth, the exile started long before, when Hashem decreed upon
Avraham that his descendants would be exiled for 400 years! Yet the
Torah later tells us that they were only in Egypt for 210 years and
even then, only the final 86 years were ones of bondage and slavery.
So how long was this exile? Was it 400 years, 210 years or only 86
years. All are correct. The actual exile was 400 years, for it started
with the birth of Yitzchak a long time before Yaakov’s family went
down to Egypt. The exile became more pronounced when they moved
to Egypt where they spent 210 years, but the actual hard bondage
only started 124 years after they had already been in Egypt, giving
them a total of 86 very harsh years. What we see from here is we
must redefine our understanding of exile, galut. For if exile is defined
as living in a foreign land, how could Hashem count the 400 years of
exile from Yitzchak’s birth? Yitzchak lived his entire life in the land of
Canaan, which was to become Eretz Yisrael! Yitzchak was never exiled
outside of the land. So what is exile? Exile is the understanding that

we are strangers in the land where we are currently residing.
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After Yaakov Avinu passes away, the brothers fear that Yosef will take revenge for what they did
to him. Instead, Yosef chooses a higher perspective and says the powerful words: “You meant it
for harm, but G-d meant it for good.” The brothers see betrayal and loss; Yosef sees a process.
Not because the pain was not real, but because he understands that we live inside the story and
do not see its end. G-d knew how to guide even harm toward good. Because of this painful path,
entire nations were saved, Yaakov’s family was saved, and Yosef’s own life was saved as well.
Only when we look back can we begin to understand. Yosef does more than forgive; he truly
comforts them, as the Torah says: “He comforted them and spoke to their hearts.” Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch, based on the Gemara, explains that shallow comfort like “this was decreed” is not
comfort at all—it is an escape. True comfort is knowing that even what we do not understand
now is for the good, and that if we could see the full picture, we would not change anything. So
too in our lives: we all face loss and difficulty, but we see only the middle, not the end. Faith
teaches us that there is continuation and purpose in this world and the next, and that good is
being woven even from the most painful places, even when we cannot see it yet. 9
Weekly Challenge: Take a quiet moment and think of one situation in your life that \:3 H:'

felt hard at the time, but in hindsight turned out for the good.
With gratitude and appreciation, Ben Goldstein - RCK manager

Whether we are living in Canaan, America or in any other land, we are
not truly citizens, we are foreigners. Although Yitzchak lived his entire
life in Canaan, he never allowed himself to become too comfortable.
He never viewed himself as a citizen of Canaan because he was fully
aware that it’s inhabitants were diametrically opposed to his beliefs
and purpose. He never felt as if he belonged, rather he viewed
himself as an outsider. Yaakov too, told Paroah that the years of his
“sojourn” were 130 years. Even during those years that Yaakov lived
in Canaan he, too, viewed himself as an outsider.

Indeed, as long as Yaakov was alive, he made sure that his family
realized that they were outsiders. As long as they understood that
their beliefs and those of the Egyptians were incongruous, they were
spiritually and physically safe and there was no need for the exile to
become painful. But as soon as Yaakov died, they left the enclosed
environment of Goshen and started to spread to other parts of Egypt
in an attempt to integrate into Egyptian society. As they moved away
from Goshen and they began to gain their footing in Egyptian life,
they started to feel as if they finally “belonged.” No longer did they
feel like foreigners in a strange land. They could finally call Egypt their
home. When this occurred, Hashem needed to increase the pressure
so that they would not forget that they were still in exile, galut.

After all of Yaakov’s children passed away, there were fewer leaders
to keep them on the right path and, sensing their newly found
freedom, they began to integrate even more into Egyptian society, to
the point that they viewed themselves more as Egyptian than Jewish.
Sadly, Hashem had to turn up the pressure and bondage so that they
would remember who they truly were.

This idea explains all of the ups and downs of Jewish history. Hashem
decreed for us to be in our present galut these past 2000 years. So
that we never forget that, Hashem brings us both blessing and
hardship. Until Mashiach comes, we are still in galut. Although we live
in Eretz Yisrael with tremendous blessing, we must not forget that we
still haven’t, in the fullest sense, come back home. Only when our
exile is truly over, can we rejoice fully in our sacred land of Israel!
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Question: At a wedding, after the birkat kiddushin was recited and the
groom tasted the wine, it was discovered that the wedding ring had
been left at the groom’s home. The groom quickly went to get the ring,
which took about 20 minutes. The question arose: because of this

interruption, does the birkat kiddushin need to be recited again?

There is a well-known disagreement between the Rambam
and the Rosh about the nature of the birkat kiddushin. Is it a regular
mitzvah blessing, or is it a blessing of praise to Hashem for separating
us from the nations? This difference affects several practical points,
such as whether the blessing must be said before the act of kiddushin
and whether the groom must have specific intent to fulfill the
obligation through the rabbi’s blessing. In practice, we are careful to
follow both views: the blessing is said before the kiddushin, and the
rabbi instructs the groom (and bride) to have intention to be included
in the blessing.

In our case, if birkat kiddushin were strictly a mitzvah blessing, one
could argue that the 20-minute delay might be considered an
interruption, requiring the blessing to be repeated. However, according
to the Rosh, birkat kiddushin is a blessing of praise, and with blessings
of praise the concept of interruption is far less relevant. The main
point is that the blessing is said as part of the wedding ceremony itself.
Since the chuppah gathering did not end—the bride and guests
remained there—the blessing still applies, even though the actual act
of kiddushin took place later.

Additionally, it is not even clear that this situation qualifies as an
interruption at all, since everything that happened was for the sake of
the kiddushin. The groom’s trip to retrieve the ring was directly related
to completing the ceremony, and poskim discuss whether such
movement is considered an interruption in the first place.

For questions: 0584810910
Therefore, based on all of this, and following the rule of “when in
doubt about blessings, we are lenient,” the birkat kiddushin should
not be repeated.
Most importantly, the groom and bride were married successfully and
joyfully, and may they build a faithful Jewish home together.

Question: At most weddings, after the rabbi recites the birkat
kiddushin and the bride and groom taste the wine, the rabbi then asks
the groom if the ring belongs to him and was purchased with his own
money. He also asks the witnesses whether the ring is worth at least a
prutah. Why aren’t we concerned that all of these questions create an
interruption between the blessing and the actual act of kiddushin?
Since all of these questions are directly related to the
kiddushin and are necessary for it, they are not considered an
interruption. This is similar to cases in halacha where speech that is
needed for the mitzvah, like saying “bring salt,” is not considered a
break.
Ideally, even necessary speech should not be planned in advance to
take place between the blessing and the mitzvah, and only after the
fact is it clearly not considered an interruption. However, since there
is also the opinion of the Rosh that birkat kiddushin is not a regular
mitzvah blessing but a blessing of praise, this allows more room to
speak even initially, as long as the speech is for the sake of the
kiddushin.
As supporting evidence, | personally witnessed a wedding where a
prominent rosh yeshiva was the officiating rabbi, and he was careful
to ask all of these questions before reciting the birkat kiddushin.

The Slap Napoleon Received
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

In the last parshiyot, we follow the story of Yosef being sold, and in
this parsha the circle finally closes. After Yaakov passes away, the
brothers stand before Yosef, exposed and afraid, and say: “Please
forgive the sin of your brothers.” They even add: “We are ready to be
your servants.” Yosef answers them calmly: “Do not be afraid. Am | in
the place of G-d? You planned evil against me, but G-d planned it for
good, to keep many people alive.”

Yosef does not deny the past. He says it clearly: there was bad
intention and real harm. But he draws a clear line. | am not G-d. | am
not the one who turns evil into good. If something good came out of
this story, that was not my doing.

This moment could have gone very differently. Yosef could have lived
the rest of his life with anger and bitterness toward his brothers, who
sold him as a slave and left him helpless. But Yosef does not act out of
revenge, and not from a need to prove himself. Instead, he chooses to
see the entire story through a different lens.

Throughout his life, Yosef understands himself as part of a Divine
mission, living inside a plan greater than him. Because of that, when
the brothers finally fall before him, forgiveness is no longer difficult.
He already forgave them long before.

My grandfather of blessed memory used to tell a story that captures
this idea. Napoleon once went to conquer Russia, convinced it would
be a short campaign. Instead, the winter and resistance turned it into
a long and exhausting war. Wanting to understand the spirit of the
Russian soldiers, Napoleon disguised himself as a simple peasant and
entered a small inn near the front line. Suddenly, one soldier
recognized him. The situation became dangerous. In a moment of
quick thinking, the general with him slapped him in public, making
everyone laugh. “That’s Napoleon?” they said. “A man who gets
slapped in an inn?” In the confusion, they escaped.

Later, Napoleon told the general: “A slap to the emperor deserves
punishment. But a slap that saves lives can only be planned by G-d.”
The brothers planned evil. Yosef paid a heavy price. But from this
process, a mission was built: to keep many people alive. And when it
becomes clear in hindsight that there was a Divine plan all along,
forgiveness is no longer a struggle. “You planned evil against me — G-d
planned it for good.”
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