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“And Yaakov sent messengers to Eisav” as he was returning to Eretz
Yisrael. “With Lavan | have lived and | have tarried until now. Hashem
has blessed me with many possessions and | look forward to finding
favor in your eyes.”

Rashi comments that Yaakov sent actual angels as messengers. This
begs the question as to why Yaakov would press the celestial world to
do his bidding? Surely Yaakov would not bother angels to deliver a
simple message that any human being could have given.

It would seem therefore, that Yaakov’'s message would only have its
desired effect if transmitted to Eisav by angels and not men. What
was Yaakov’s underlying message when he relayed the words, “With
Lavan | have lived”?

Rashi gives two explanations. One possibility is that Yaakov was
telling Eisav that he was a stranger (ger) in Lavan’s house. Although
Yitzchak had blessed him with prominence, he was still an outcast
after 20 years and therefore Eisav had no reason to hate Yaakov for
having taken his blessings, for the blessings did not materialize. To
reinforce this sentiment, Yaakov sent angels, as if to say that he was
such an outcast, that he couldn’t even find real men to deliver a
message. His only choice was to resort to angels!

The second explanation of Rashi is quite different. Yaakov was
sending Eisav the message that although he lived 20 years with Lavan
the wicked, he still kept the 613 mitzvot to the same degree that he
did when he was a Rabbinic student sitting within the walls of the beit
medrash! To reinforce this sentiment, he sent angels to show Eisav
that he was still the same tzaddik that he always was. For if indeed,
he had been negatively influenced by Lavan’s wickedness, and had
fallen from his level of righteousness, he surely would not have had
the power to force angels to do his bidding! By sending angels, he
was sending Eisav proof that he was still a tzaddik.

The question is, why was it important for Yaakov to inform Eisav that
he was a tzaddik? Why would the wicked Eisav care if he was or
wasn’t righteous? Eisav had already thrown off the yoke of Torah and
Hashem!

The answer can be found in the Sifsei Chachamim on Rashi. Yaakov
was telling Eisav that try as he might, he will be unable to defeat
Yaakov, for as long as Yaakov adheres to a life of Torah and
righteousness, Eisav cannot harm him. For Yitzchak’s “blessing” to
Eisav was that he shall be subservient to his brother Yaakov, until

Yaakov falters. If Yaakov strays from the path of Torah, then and only
then, will Eisav have the power to overthrow his brother. Eisav was
given the blessing that he will “live by his sword”, meaning that he
will use the sword to vanquish a spiritually weakened Yaakov.

The Gemara says that if a person tells you that both Jerusalem and
Rome are currently built or destroyed, don’t believe them. If they say
that Jerusalem is built and Rome is destroyed, or vice versa, believe
them. When one is up, the other must be down. Yaakov and Eisav
cannot both be up at the same time. One must serve the other. Either
Eisav is serving us, or we are serving Eisav.

When the Jewish people behave like Yaakov, firmly adhering to
Hashem and His Torah, then Eisav, represented by the nations of the
world, will serve and ally themselves with us. When unfortunately, we
are not following the Torah, then we will serve Eisav, sometimes in
the most difficult and tragic ways.

When Israel pulled out of Gaza, we gave the Palestinians every
opportunity to create a beautiful paradise of their own, another
Singapore, yet they those to oppress their people and act as Eisav
against Yaakov by inflicting continuous pain and suffering on our
innocent people, who’s only wish is to be left alone to live a peaceful
life.

Since the tragic day of October 7th, despite the casualties our people
have and continue to suffer, we have seen a miraculous trend. Our
evil neighbors are crumbling into dust. Hommas together with Gaza,
Hezbollah together with Lebanon, and now Syria are falling! Iran is
weakening! Who would have thought that in one year, we would see
such revolutionary, ground shaking changes.

Our enemies are falling and falling so that we may rise and rise some
more.

Within this year, we have seen a spiritual awakening across the full
spectrum of Jews throughout Israel and the world. We hope that the
United States, with President Elect Trump’s cabinet choices, will
become an even greater ally and friend to Israel, helping it to achieve
it’s goals. With all of these miraculous developments, it is abundantly
clear that Hashem is swinging the pendulum back in our favor, as we
see Yaakov growing stronger and Eisav growing weaker.

Let’s pray that through our strengthening commitment to Hashem
and to Torah, may we see the full rise of Yaakov and the complete
defeat of our enemies as we usher in Mashiach very soon!
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	“And Yaakov sent messengers to Eisav” as he was returning to Eretz Yisrael. “With Lavan I have lived and I have tarried until now. Hashem has blessed me with many possessions and I look forward to finding favor in your eyes.” Rashi comments that Yaakov sent actual angels as messengers. This begs the question as to why Yaakov would press the celestial world to do his bidding? Surely Yaakov would not bother angels to deliver a simple message that any human being could have given. It would seem therefore, that Yaakov’s message would only have its desired effect if transmitted to Eisav by angels and not men. What was Yaakov’s underlying message when he relayed the words, “With Lavan I have lived”? Rashi gives two explanations. One possibility is that Yaakov was telling Eisav that he was a stranger (ger) in Lavan’s house. Although Yitzchak had blessed him with prominence, he was still an outcast after 20 years and therefore Eisav had no reason to hate Yaakov for having taken his blessings, for the blessings did not materialize. To reinforce this sentiment, Yaakov sent angels, as if to say that he was such an outcast, that he couldn’t even find real men to deliver a message. His only choice was to resort to angels! The second explanation of Rashi is quite different. Yaakov was sending Eisav the message that although he lived 20 years with Lavan the wicked, he still kept the 613 mitzvot to the same degree that he did when he was a Rabbinic student sitting within the walls of the beit medrash! To reinforce this sentiment, he sent angels to show Eisav that he was still the same tzaddik that he always was. For if indeed, he had been negatively influenced by Lavan’s wickedness, and had fallen from his level of righteousness, he surely would not have had the power to force angels to do his bidding! By sending angels, he was sending Eisav proof that he was still a tzaddik. The question is, why was it important for Yaakov to inform Eisav that he was a tzaddik? Why would the wicked Eisav care if he was or wasn’t righteous? Eisav had already thrown off the yoke of Torah and Hashem! The answer can be found in the Sifsei Chachamim on Rashi. Yaakov was telling Eisav that try as he might, he will be unable to defeat Yaakov, for as long as Yaakov adheres to a life of Torah and righteousness, Eisav cannot harm him. For Yitzchak’s “blessing” to Eisav was that he shall be  subservient  to his  brother  Yaakov,  until
	Yaakov falters. If Yaakov strays from the path of Torah, then and only then, will Eisav have the power to overthrow his brother. Eisav was given the blessing that he will “live by his sword”, meaning that he will use the sword to vanquish a spiritually weakened Yaakov. The Gemara says that if a person tells you that both Jerusalem and Rome are currently built or destroyed, don’t believe them. If they say that Jerusalem is built and Rome is destroyed, or vice versa, believe them. When one is up, the other must be down. Yaakov and Eisav cannot both be up at the same time. One must serve the other. Either Eisav is serving us, or we are serving Eisav. When the Jewish people behave like Yaakov, firmly adhering to Hashem and His Torah, then Eisav, represented by the nations of the world, will serve and ally themselves with us. When unfortunately, we are not following the Torah, then we will serve Eisav, sometimes in the most difficult and tragic ways. When Israel pulled out of Gaza, we gave the Palestinians every opportunity to create a beautiful paradise of their own, another Singapore, yet they those to oppress their people and act as Eisav against Yaakov by inflicting continuous pain and suffering on our innocent people, who’s only wish is to be left alone to live a peaceful life.  Since the tragic day of October 7th, despite the casualties our people have and continue to suffer, we have seen a miraculous trend. Our evil neighbors are crumbling into dust. Hammas together with Gaza, Hezbollah together with Lebanon, and now Syria are falling! Iran is weakening! Who would have thought that in one year, we would see such revolutionary, ground shaking changes. Our enemies are falling and falling so that we may rise and rise some more.  Within this year, we have seen a spiritual awakening across the full spectrum of Jews throughout Israel and the world. We hope that the United States, with President Elect Trump’s cabinet choices, will become an even greater ally and friend to Israel, helping it to achieve it’s goals. With all of these miraculous developments, it is abundantly clear that Hashem is swinging the pendulum back in our favor, as we see Yaakov growing stronger and Eisav growing weaker.  Let’s pray that through our strengthening commitment to Hashem and to Torah, may we see the full rise of Yaakov and the complete defeat of our enemies as  we usher in Mashiach very soon!
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