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Noach is introduced to us as an ish, a tzaddik and a tamim. He was a
mentsch, a righteous person, a pure and innocent soul. He and his
family were the ones most worthy of being saved, as the rest of the
human race was destroyed for their evil deeds and corruption. We see
Noach as a dedicated caretaker during the duration of the flood ,as he
was locked inside the ark with the entire animal kingdom, faithfully
tending to their needs. He entered the ark as a tzaddik and he exited
the ark an even bigger tzaddik.

Things, however, quickly took an unfortunate turn. The Torah
describes how Noach, a “man of the earth”, cheapened himself and
planted a grapevine. Rashi is highly bothered by this language. He
explains that Noach behaved in a way unbecoming of him by planting
a vineyard, for he should have planted other things first. This medrash
that Rashi quotes is very difficult to understand. What should he have
planted before he planted the grapevine? Also what difference does it
make what plant is planted first? Rashi is also perplexed as to why
Noach needed to plant anything, for surely the plant kingdom survived
the flood. We do not find that Noach brought all species of plants into
the ark as he did the animals.

Rashi explains that as far as saplings, Noach only brought grapevines
and fig branches with him into the ark, for they were delicate by
nature and would have been ruined in the flood. So when Rashi tells
us that Noach should have planted something else first, he must have
been referring to the fig branches.

Imagine, despite all of Noach’s achievements leading up to the flood
and during the flood, he lost his level of righteousness, solely because
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he planted the grapevine before the fig branch instead of doing the
opposite! What was so bad about planting grapes first?

The answer lies in what grapes actually represent. Grapes present a
potential danger. They can lead to man indulging in wine, which can
lead to intoxication and unholy behavior. And this indeed is what
happened to Noach! However, by referring to him as an ish adama, a
man of the earth, when prior he had been described as an ish tzaddik,
we see that he already fell spiritually before he actually became
drunk. As soon as he prioritized the wine over the fig, he fell from
grace. The grape represents the potential for sin. The fig represents
modesty and repentance. After Adam and Chava ate from the Tree of
Knowledge, the original sin, they covered themselves with fig leaves
as a sign of penance. Noach should have planted the “antidote”
before he planted the “disease.” By planting the “disease” first, he
displayed an overconfidence in his ability to stay righteous amid
temptation, and this overconfidence led to his fall.

We see from here how no one, not even the biggest tzaddik is
immune from making mistakes. The gemara talks of righteous people
who have stumbled after eighty years of loyalty to Torah.

We must always be on guard from the temptations of our evil
inclination and the way we prioritize our life speaks volumes about
our principles. True, Noach needed to plant the grapevine. But by
planting it before the fig, before planting the seeds of teshuva in the
world, he committed a terrible mistake that cost him his lofty title of
tzaddik, earning him a very humble title of ish ha’adama, man of

earth. Let’s remember to always stay vigilant against the wiles of evill
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Regarding Noach and his sons, the Torah writes: “Na! nxI DN NN DY NX D2 NY7Y N3 T2 -

And Noach had three sons: Shem, Cham, and Yafes” (Bereishis 6:10). Hashem could have

written “n9!l DN DY NX,” so why repeat the word “nx” three times?

Rav Tzvi Hirsch Ferber (in Kerem Ha’Tzvi) explains that the word “nx” often hints to
something closely attached. Just as the verse “N1'm 7'§7X ‘n nx — Fear Hashem your G-d”

(Devarim 10:20) includes Torah scholars who cling to Hashem, here too the Torah repeats
“ny” to express how Noach was deeply connected to each of his children.

Noach didn’t just save them; he built a relationship with each of them. Before entering the
Teivah, Noach created his own small world of connection - a loving space built on meaning
and shared purpose. Only then could he bring his family into the Teivah to weather the flood.
That’s exactly what Dor L’'Dor at RCK offers: a welcoming, exciting, and meaningful
environment to connect to your son through Torah. Each week features prepared sheets with
sources suitable for all levels that you can learn and explore together (and of course, prizes

and pizza are a plus!).

When | was part of this program in America, | saw firsthand the beauty of parents and
children connecting through Torah; | bonded with my own son and witnessed the powerful
impact it had on families and the community. Now RCK is bringing this amazing opportunity to

you - right here in Raanana!

7 Join us next Motzei Shabbos (Nov. 1). Step away from the noise, sit with your son and

experience growth and connection through Torah together.

Wishing you an uplifting Shabbos! Yosef Postelnek
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Ask the Rabbi Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel

Question: On Friday night, in the Amidah prayer, we say “Vayanuchu
bah” (“they will rest in her”). On Shabbat morning and Musaf, we say
“Vayanuchu bo” (“they will rest in him”), and in Mincha we say
“Vayanuchu bam” (“they will rest in them”). Why does the wording
change and what does it mean?

Answer: These differences come from early sources, mentioned by the
Magen Avraham in the name of Sheyarei Knesset HaGedolah.

The deeper meaning is that Shabbat has both masculine and feminine
aspects.

In the Torah, Shabbat is described both as feminine — “mechaleleha
mot yumat,” and as masculine — “shomer Shabbat mechalelo.”

On Friday night, Shabbat is like a bride, a feminine aspect — receiving
holiness and blessing from us. We sanctify it, we bring the light into it.
On Shabbat morning, Shabbat becomes the giver, a masculine aspect —
now it gives us blessing, holiness, and spiritual light.

That’s why, the Rema writes, on Friday night we make the blessing on
the lower challah (symbolizing the receiver, the feminine), while on
Shabbat morning we bless the upper challah (symbolizing the giver, the
masculine). In the same way, the Kiddush of Friday night is greater,
because we bring holiness into the Shabbat. But the Shabbat day meal
is greater, because we enjoy the holiness that Shabbat gives back to us.
So the different words — bah, bo, and bam — reflect these stages:
receiving, giving, and finally, unity — when the holiness of Shabbat is
shared with all of Israel.

Tapping into Internal Light

For questions: 0584810910 @

Question: Because there were so many quick transitions this month —
from Yom Tov to Shabbos and from Shabbos to Yom Tov — | made a
mistake. When lighting candles for Simchas Torah, instead of saying
the blessing “to light the candles of Yom Tov,” | accidentally said “to
light the candles of Shabbos.”

What'’s the halacha in this case? Do | need to repeat the blessing?
Answer: The halachic authorities discuss this question. | heard from my
grandfather, Rabbi Akiva Karmi zt”l, that after the fact, the blessing is
still valid. Why? Because in the Torah, Yom Tov is also sometimes
called “Shabbos.” For example, the verse says:

“And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Shabbos”
(Vayikra 23:15).

We know that “the day after Shabbos” there does not mean Sunday —
it refers to the day after the first day of Pesach, which is Yom Tov.

So, since Yom Tov is also referred to as Shabbos in the Torah, your
blessing counts, and you don’t need to repeat it.

However, if you realized your mistake right away — within a few
seconds — you should immediately correct yourself and say the proper
wording, “to light the candles of Yom Tov.”
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We've just entered the month of Mar Cheshvan, known as “bitter Cheshvan.” Why bitter? Following the incredible inspiration of ‘ ' h
all the Yomim Tovim, the month suddenly feels empty. It has no holidays, no special mitzvos, and lacks the inspiration we’ve

become accustomed to. But Noach and his teivah teach us how to transform that bitterness into sweetness. When Hashem commanded Noach
to build the teivah, He told him to add a tzohar, which, according to how Rashi (Beraishis 6:16) quotes the Medrash (Beraishis Rabba 31:11), was

either a window or a precious stone that radiated light from within.

However, even the one who holds it was an illuminating stone must agree there was a window
onboard. After all, Noach later sends the raven and dove out a window (Beraishis 8:6 )! So if
there was already a window to let light in, why did the teivah need a glowing stone as well?
There’s a key difference. A window lets in light from the outside, just as holidays and special
moments bring inspiration from external sources. But when those moments pass, when it’s
dark and rainy outside, the light fades. The tzohar — as a stone radiating light - however, shines
from within, independent of the outside, providing continuous light even on a rainy dark day.

Hashem was showing Noach - and all future generations - that we can’t depend solely on
external inspiration. To grow, we need an inner light, a personal connection to Torah that

keeps shining even when the “windows” are closed.

That’s exactly what the RCK Night Seder Learning Program is all about! This is your opportunity
to grow and access your own inner light and inspiration through steady, meaningful Torah
learning. It’s an amazing program that will transform your connection to Torah, foster real

growth, and ultimately elevate your family. You’ll want to be part of it.

So join us on Sunday and Wednesday nights (beginning Sunday, Oct. 26)! Sit with a chavrusa,
an RCK rabbi, or on your own learning prepared sources on engaging and practical topics.
Together, let’s turn Mar Cheshvan into a sweet month, a beautiful beginning, one filled with

light, learning, and growth from within.

Wishing you an uplifting Shabbos! Yosef Postelnek

BEGING)

NEW!

NIGHT SEDER
LEARNING PROGRAM

FROM IYUN
10 HALACHA

Real Questions Leamed Reol Well

SUN & WED NIGHTS
%) 9:00-10:00pm

4 2 Maarfv 10:00pm

[© RCK, Ahuza198

SUMMmiart,

&enhance
your learning

NOW LEARNING
Help a Friend Out? The Halachos of Lifnei Iver

Walt driver delivering | Prosiding lunch if they
Romrkosher food? wan't sy o .

E—_—

Lt aShabbos
Bt




»

T02
oz Torah Bytes
N1V 'M7'Nj7n 77150 1127 'S 'WiIAw NNin 1T Vs =
S I”OWNN N1 NYIO @
RA'ANANA COMMUNITY KOLLEL : nawn Nt ‘\ /,
1INLIN NINIDIEZNIYY7 NN XY NN7YNY 17:46  [m118:41 Issue: 108

0584810910 nI7Ne7

N1'N11 DAl ‘N2’ NI'N1A DA NN NAWAY INK ,NNINN N1 Nawal
1IUaWIN 17122 NAWA 72 INKR1,AWITRPN DR NAYY 12pavn 1R |21 ar
NT'NY DTNRNA N"2Apn NAWN YNIY DY TR IR NAWD %Y anwiTpn
‘N1’ N2'N1a N'D NAWNWI NAY 2'2 N'9naw AN anuni NN
NI 0'7%9nn M2t N1'N22 NAWNWI IpIaa nawal 'nainnt' 0'%ann

.'Da N’ 017%9nn TN VaYINNI V'awnn DTNNNA NNIA N2'anal 'ia

wTIN2 aN% NAY |'21 NAYWY AN |2 D'NAN DNAVAN NIApYA N7RY
7127 DIpRa NN NNRY 92 NN Np2Tnal NIWo 2 aNp |NNRN
nIpna TR NN L, 'Maw w11 p2Tn%?' Mo L'aiw o Yw o1 pYTnY!
?21W 11271 1TNY N21IX M ORD P01

9"NXT 1720 N2A'PY 21N 120N MYNYI T NP8 0poIan 1T
NIINN 1Y% K13 210 D' DAY INRA NDAIN 1T 1272 T2V Taw ARIY
NN DIN'AN DI'N NAWA NTNAR D17 DNI90I' P09 1IRNAY N2 'Nay’
VIT2 2NN N 'R A1 NITAN NINMN NINAY Yaw nainn niy
"' NINAN RINW |01 T'D PINNYT NIX ,WTIR NAW INKY [IWUKRY DI'Y
71271 TN '8 TAY'TA 1271 ,N2W NXIp2 L'I' DAY INRIANT,ND9 YV [IUK)
NON? TN [pN7 W' 12T T2 1IN T'N D21 DRY X7X ,N0aN N2l
(hTaxn? Ty w) 10an

,IN2T 20X "1 YW ININYR NN 0N17 NUw2 "nuaw"n mm TNNAY KN
NTITN 2 AR ,INTIT

XN 277120 NNKR .2 INKR INWN 20 K2R NN NANK 2V 11910 8D 'R
“Iaon |n

N'N 190 721,N221001 N2YINAD ANYA DI9TN NIX7N D'N' DNINA :019'0l
.0"I¥ 1WN1 N09TN? 1IN |'NNN

NINY% n2'ni L’2TRN JAN° 1N90n 0'212 NN 0'aTn 122 |n%T 10K "
.N2N 772N NXR 0'9TNY

317 ARI DI9TN N2 2VU2 19N w211 11V INIKA

”.019T7 D12 190N — D'ANIN NN N'AN IPIAN TV DX N van”

TN AN 7V 21w 112V7 1N'127 n%V1,021TA NN NNY [N%T 10K 1

,N1T0 78PTR' " INAD 7W N'WI N12T2 1902 TN 1277 1% DY DINNAI
1170 NYN 110 10 7Y DNN DNAYE — D2 ORI 7w naiwn
I1nan nwn " ,'wHwn NN NIoN'Nn N1oN 22N . "Owan

”.U29'M% nwn " 2190 ,Inxy? 1nx 7,72 Do019N OR“

192 D'0'9TN K7 NI N TN

.DIY NN 7Y AUNTE NN TR — DNUD NIVRYNNY KN

2112 V1297 IWNN ,N09 TN T'09N? 9TV — 1WA N

NINX7 1900 221" — 'WHWN 01N 7W 1MW NN 02 01207 7T XN DN N
,'202N Nwn "1 78 027 [IWIN2 770 ,1XIVN D120 NINNYL|27 IR

.1900N 912 0MATA DX 9'0INY T2 1772 1IN avi

,T2%2 N7IN NANAN %V 11910 0T 'R

JYIR' NN 2V 11910 KX

N"0'7Y 71 M 100 pnTnn na ez I JIK kw

N2 Nt M2 1MIAN PIgRe pion vopa 18 n7'ana naw 991 :nvNw
121NN Yop IMINA M2 qQ0INE NN DYy NNy nyana Lt
. 'D2 1" Yyop ININA 2N N2 nNanal
?11'wWN WA nn

DIIPN ,N7NWA DNATNN NAYA NIZ'ANa NIKNDIAN 'Y NN
N71 DND DNIAN ARN N ,'N2ITaN N01D My’ 190 DWA DNIAN [AN]
.DYLN N
NAY INIY' pID91 INIAND 12T NI'NAL DA N'D NAWAY NI MV N
naw 2221, Mo nim 270N ' oo INiand Napa NN oak' 17%nn
N0 V1awn?I nWTR? DUIND IRY ,NVawin — 'Nap’ N1'N1d KN NAWN
N% NYVavInw 1NN? 1p1Iaa Nawa N, ('n22'-2 X nawn 271) awiTp
NAWN N1903 ,NNWITHI NIINA 117 V'awn? nniDa v 0271 nwiTp
NWITH YW vaw 12'90 nY'awnn R0lLuiawn - 131 n1naY
NMINNNN 07NN 2V VIxA% Naw 291 8"'NIn 2N viTn |aim )2 oiwn
1217 NnNN) narun n7nn %v VIXa% 1piaa nawval (‘nam' ntinn)
(NwITH v'awnl nun7n XxXNan
,01N 2w wWITHNN NI AIWN 2290 %Y WITHN VTN |20 IR a7l
2192W, 0270 %Y NAWN NTIVON NI DAIWN DI 7W NAWN NTIV0 171
N'DIANTIAY 1P122 NAWA 19'R1,NAWN IR WTPY X' INTIAY 'V DAY
117 NP'YRN NAWAY NWITPN 2V 22UNnY

UK- 9D OTIp
N"U"7W "N ‘7NN Nwn 10N

]2 N2 MR NIRNA NN VIAWN N9
NN Nt 0N Y ween na’

71199 PrIX MR JNIR 127002 IR RIN N 28 D219 0"2pn TWNRD 17N
.D'NN ININN DYV) DWI —

AN NXPN PO NIN,11092 DTR 72 1NAW 70 DMININ 'RY NI 1TNY7 2" TN
,/0'MN P N1 — 1V 119N NN L a71

Jax” pranKa — nnrwiny 12Tn n'apn awNa 7aN

Y1’TITDIYON “ITVYIR NNIN'D IRIY

1 INDKI 117921 — O'NNIPTY — DNRN Y N1ITT NINN N7'NNA DN
INXpN X721 'XN 0T 10,000 TNN

?1'"191 DTN 7V INAW NXPN NIX DNIX 'KY [N D'TNRI7 '

DN Y wWIRY — 0NINND NYI%Y @ N17 :0ndn1a'vn Kinl

.INXY 191 NAW NN YWIRY 07N D2

.N7'MN (2N K1702 07X 'waun' ni?a ,"wiRe Nl — %100 19y
,7"NT XN N7 0N 127 [INAN 109 TWND :X2910 11910 72 VI

12 19'01,12N2N0 NYN 170 ,|N2N DAY WK 171900

N2T2 NIP'9T MynNY ,NIXNY 71N0,0'"7W1711 NIV Vw2, NI%'90 TAKA
,IT2 D"2ANY DY DY TR N2t 10'R 1 ,721ann TITN DAl — MNNa
”1n"an12 NnMmo Y nini

niaN? 212 82 0"anan a1l XN N1ana [anon? R 11 moNe
D"2ANIN NX 1'RWNY1 DTN M2 K27 N1 10R "1 awn "?piay
”.NNXAIN N7 DANKTYN'M 71,72

.LYAN 1NANAY TV ,NIDNK NIV TN 122!

TIN 1IN2%7 T2 — INIVN NIJ0 NNARY — IN12Y% Y2 wp'a |an INK? T'n
NPT N, IPIAN TYU INWINY 1YWY M0 . NITION NN 1INAN

NX 202N YN 1 0'"0 ,NMMN NN NANN ‘NN MYt 1ieonn
.IT90Nn



	Torah Bytes
	RCKOLLEL.COM
	Issue: 108
	18:41
	0584810910

	שאל את הרב
	לשאלות

	קודם כול – איש


