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Parshar Mikeitz and the festival of Chanukah always overlap with
each other, suggesting a deep connection between the message of
Chanukah and the message of Mikeitz. Let’s examine a theme of the
parsha nd then connect it to Chanukah.

Paroah dreamed a dream and needed someone to interpret it for him.
His regular advisors were not able to interpret the dream to Paroah’s
liking. The butler than told Paroah about a “na’ar ivri eved”, a young,
Hebrew slave that was with him in jail who was able to interpret
dreams.

Rashi explains that the butler, although he was indebted to Yosef for
having interpreted his dream positively, described Yosef to Paroah in
derogatory terms. He is a na’ar, a young fool who is not fit for
greatness. He is an ivri, a Hebrew who isn’t worldly and doesn’t speak
language. He is not befitting of royalty.
Nevertheless, Paroah promoted him to royalty anyway.

We see from here that the wicked, even when they owe us their

our is a slave and

gratitude for the blessings we bring them, can’t help stabbing us in
the back and wishing us our downfall.

But what did the butler see in Yosef’s behavior that caused him to
think him a fool? That Yosef was a Hebrew and a slave was self
evident, but why a fool?

The medrash brings a fascinating dialogue between the butler and
Yosef while they were together in jail. Yosef had told the butler that
he had been imprisoned by Potifar over nothing. The butler pried him
for details and Yosef divulged to him that Potifar’s wife wished to
sleep with him! After denying her request multiple times, she
threatened him that she would have him thrown in jail or even killed,
if he would not give in to her request. Yosef of course refused and
trusted in Hashem.

What did the butler take away from this exchange? “What a fool
Yosef is! He could have had all of the wealth of Egypt and a beautiful

17

woman to boot! What an idiot!” Yosef became the laughingstock of

the prison for his behavior. But what the gentile butler calls
foolishness, na’arishkeit, we call kedusha, holiness. What the gentiles
call idiocy, we call tzidkut, righteousness!

Yosef teaches us the fundamental difference between righteousness
and wickedness. The wicked seek to attain as much pleasure as
possible in this world. Whether the pleasures he seeks is moral or

immoral is irrelevant! To them, no normal person would risk his life
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or freedom to stand by his morality. He will gladly give in to the
advances of a beautiful woman, especially if it will grant him riches
and further pleasures. Yosef is referred to as Yosef Hatzaddik! He is
the quintessential righteous man, who puts Hashem and morality
above everything else. He is willing to risk all physical freedoms and
comforts so as not to compromise his spirituality.

This in essence is the difference between Tzion, Jewish culture, and
Yavan, Greek culture. The war of Chanukah was not a war of physical
survival. The Greeks were not out to kill the Jews as was in the time
of Haman and Achashveirosh! Whereas Haman was out to kill the
body of the Jew, Greece sought to kill the soul of the Jew!

If we take the words tzion and yavan, we will notice a fascinating
thing. The word tzion, spelled |I'y, is actually yavan with the tzaddik!
In other words, yavan, Greece, is everything that Judaism would be if
it weren’t for the tzaddik. Judaism extols wisdom and Greece extols
wisdom. The greatest philosophers were either Jewish or Greek!
What the Rambam was to Jewish culture, Aristotle was to Greek
culture. The difference is that Greek philosophy taught the world to
indulge the body, to live for today, and Judaism teaches us to indulge
the soul, to live for tomorrow, for the world to come!

This idea explains why it is that Hashem chose to perform an amazing
miracle for a seemingly small objective. In the past, Hashem would
perform miracles in order to save the Jewish people from destruction.
The Egyptians tried to destroy us bodily, so Hashem stepped in and
performed miracles to save us. So too, Haman tried to destroy us
bodily, and Hashem sent miracles to save us. Today, Hamas, Iran,
Yemen, Irag and Lebanon send missiles to destroy us and Hashem
performs miracles to save us!

We celebrate Chanukah for the miracle that Hashem performed, that
one day’s worth of oil lasted for eight days, the time that they needed
to produce new, pure oil. But why would Hashem perform such a
miracle? It was not needed to save us. We were not in danger of
bodily destruction that we needed such a miracle. Why did Hashem
deem it necessary that we light with pure oil for those eight days, a
need that required Hashem to keep the one lasting so long?

The answer is that we were waging a spiritual war. We were fighting
against Greek culture. We were telling the people that we are the
tzaddik of the world. We turn yavan into tzion by placing the tzaddik
at the front. Yes it is fine to embrace philosophy and wisdom and
culture, as long as the governing force, the primary goal is tzaddik,
righteousness and spiritual growth. We live for our spirit and not for
our bodies! Hashem needed to perform a miracle to show us that the
goal of becoming a tzaddik is something worth living for and worth
dying for. When we light for eight nights, we remind ourselves that
Yosef was not a na’ar; he was nobody’s fool. He was Yosef Hatzaddik!
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