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This week’s parsha contains the blessings and the curses that Hashem
had given them prior in parshat B’chukotai. Chazal refer to the book of
Devarim as “mishne Torah”, Moshe’s repitition or review of the Torah,
spoken before he was about to pass on from this world. He was giving
them his final “pep” talk to garner their enthusiasm and to strengthen
their commitment to Torah and to Hashem before they ventured into
the land of Israel without him. As such, it is understandable why
Moshe would review the blessings with the people. Promises of
blessings, prosperity and success are great tools to use in an inspiring
talk. But one can only wonder why Moshe would feel it worthy to
repeat and review the curses as well. The curses found in this week’s
parsha are so terrifying and vast that one would think it totally
inappropriate to relay them now, just as Moshe was about to leave
them forever! Wouldn’t it cause a deflation in their enthusiasm, now
that Moshe would no longer be present to protect and to defend them
from Hashem’s judgement?

We must therefore conclude that the review of these curses was
necessary and deemed to be productive and not detrimental or
negative.

We have a tradition to read this parsha before Rosh Hashana. The
gemara says that we don’t read them on the Shabbat just before, for
reading the curses so close to the Day of Judgement is not fitting.
Rather we read them two Shabbatot before to create a bit of distance
between. Today our custom is to complete the entire Torah reading
each year. Since we complete the Torah on Shemini Atzeret, the
parsha of the curses will always align close to Rosh Hashana. However,
even in ancient times when the custom was to complete the Torah
reading once every three years, the halacha requires us to skip to this
parsha so that we may read the blessings and curses two Shabbatot

before Rosh Hashana.

From this halacha we see that the curses are meant to be viewed
positively, for if they were just something bad that we wish to shy
away from, we wouldn’t need to jump ahead to read them just before
Rosh Hashana!

It is evident that Moshe reviewed these curses for our own benefit
and that the lessons contained within, are necessary ones for us to
learn, as we are about to experience Rosh Hashana.

Moshe was teaching us that to be proper servants of Hashem, our
commitment cannot be based only on the promises of rewards, of
blessings. It must also be predicated on the promises of punishments,
of curses.

If our faith in Hashem and our commitment to serve Him, lays solely
on the promise of reward, then we are not really serving or
worshipping Hashem. We are serving ourselves! We would be
keeping Torah, not because we believe in the rightness of it, but
because of promises of wealth, prosperity and tranquility. Serving
Hashem in order to receive a prize, as the Mishna in Avot writes, is
not true servitude.

Moshe wants us to choose Hashem with the good consequences
being meted out for our faithfulness and with bad consequences for
our faithlessness.

Only when the consequences of reward versus punishment is
balanced, can we choose Hashem for Hashem’s sake alone.

The goal of Rosh Hashana is to accept Hashem’s kindship over us. The
success of our judgment is commesurate to the degree we truly
accept Hashem’s kingship over us. The reading of both the blessings
and the curses provides us the backdrop in which to attain a proper
acceptance of the King, bringing with it, a succesful Rosh Hashanal!

Dear friends, Today we celebrate our 100th newsletter! When | began this journey two
years ago, | never imagined how far we would come. And that’s exactly why | chose to put a

— picture of a giant fish — because if we’re celebrating, it might as well be with a “big catch”.

COMMUNITY = INSPIRATION * TORAH

But the fish isn’t just for fun — it’s a reminder of the famous blessing: may we be at the
head and not the tail. And that’s the point: to truly be the “head” means not waiting for
luck, but using your head — thinking ahead, setting goals, and building them step by step.
Every day and minute in a Jew’s life, is a small victory that adds up to the bigger picture.
That’s how real momentum is built: with discipline, with faith, and with vision.

Here’s my invitation to you: take a minute — even ten — without your phone and without
distractions. Sit down with a blank page and write — what are your goals for the new year?
What kind of parents do you want to be? What kind of husbands or wives?
What do you want to learn? Where do you want to grow? And how will

RAEBII DAVID LAPIN you get there? Now break it down: from annual goals flow monthly goals

TESHUVA DRASHA

DISCOVERING OUR BLIND SPOTS

- weekly goals - daily goals > even hourly steps. This takes not only
dreams but daily discipline — turning every minute into action,
and every action into a small victory on the way to great success.

At RCK, we are privileged to continue the path of 27 years of Rabbi Horwitz’s

TUESDAY, SEPT. 16 Q RCKKOLLEL vision, a vision that drives everything, and we are here to turn
L

8:15PM , AHUZA 198 e - - -
it into daily execution and operations on the ground.

Together, may we truly be at the head and not the tail.

With love and deep appreciation, Ben Goldstein — Manager of RCK
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This week’s parsha contains the blessings and the curses that Hashem
had given them prior in parshat B’chukotai. Chazal refer to the book of
Devarim as “mishne Torah”, Moshe’s repitition or review of the Torah,
spoken before he was about to pass on from this world. He was giving
them his final “pep” talk to garner their enthusiasm and to strengthen
their commitment to Torah and to Hashem before they ventured into
the land of Israel without him. As such, it is understandable why
Moshe would review the blessings with the people. Promises of
blessings, prosperity and success are great tools to use in an inspiring
talk. But one can only wonder why Moshe would feel it worthy to
repeat and review the curses as well. The curses found in this week’s
parsha are so terrifying and vast that one would think it totally
inappropriate to relay them now, just as Moshe was about to leave
them forever! Wouldn’t it cause a deflation in their enthusiasm, now
that Moshe would no longer be present to protect and to defend them
from Hashem’s judgement?

We must therefore conclude that the review of these curses was
necessary and deemed to be productive and not detrimental or
negative.

We have a tradition to read this parsha before Rosh Hashana. The
gemara says that we don’t read them on the Shabbat just before, for
reading the curses so close to the Day of Judgement is not fitting.
Rather we read them two Shabbatot before to create a bit of distance
between. Today our custom is to complete the entire Torah reading
each year. Since we complete the Torah on Shemini Atzeret, the
parsha of the curses will always align close to Rosh Hashana. However,
even in ancient times when the custom was to complete the Torah
reading once every three years, the halacha requires us to skip to this
parsha so that we may read the blessings and curses two Shabbatot

before Rosh Hashana.

From this halacha we see that the curses are meant to be viewed
positively, for if they were just something bad that we wish to shy
away from, we wouldn’t need to jump ahead to read them just before
Rosh Hashana!

It is evident that Moshe reviewed these curses for our own benefit
and that the lessons contained within, are necessary ones for us to
learn, as we are about to experience Rosh Hashana.

Moshe was teaching us that to be proper servants of Hashem, our
commitment cannot be based only on the promises of rewards, of
blessings. It must also be predicated on the promises of punishments,
of curses.

If our faith in Hashem and our commitment to serve Him, lays solely
on the promise of reward, then we are not really serving or
worshipping Hashem. We are serving ourselves! We would be
keeping Torah, not because we believe in the rightness of it, but
because of promises of wealth, prosperity and tranquility. Serving
Hashem in order to receive a prize, as the Mishna in Avot writes, is
not true servitude.

Moshe wants us to choose Hashem with the good consequences
being meted out for our faithfulness and with bad consequences for
our faithlessness.

Only when the consequences of reward versus punishment is
balanced, can we choose Hashem for Hashem’s sake alone.

The goal of Rosh Hashana is to accept Hashem’s kindship over us. The
success of our judgment is commesurate to the degree we truly
accept Hashem’s kingship over us. The reading of both the blessings
and the curses provides us the backdrop in which to attain a proper
acceptance of the King, bringing with it, a succesful Rosh Hashanal!

Dear friends, Today we celebrate our 100th newsletter! When | began this journey two
years ago, | never imagined how far we would come. And that’s exactly why | chose to put a

— picture of a giant fish — because if we’re celebrating, it might as well be with a “big catch”.

COMMUNITY = INSPIRATION * TORAH
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DISCOVERING OUR BLIND SPOTS
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What kind of parents do you want to be? What kind of husbands or wives?
What do you want to learn? Where do you want to grow? And how will
you get there? Now break it down: from annual goals flow monthly goals
- weekly goals - daily goals > even hourly steps. This takes not only
dreams but daily discipline — turning every minute into action,

and every action into a small victory on the way to great success.

At RCK, we are privileged to continue the path of 27 years of Rabbi Horwitz’s
vision, a vision that drives everything, and we are here to turn

it into daily execution and operations on the ground.

Together, may we truly be at the head and not the tail.

With love and deep appreciation, Ben Goldstein — Manager of RCK

But the fish isn’t just for fun — it’s a reminder of the famous blessing: may we be at the
head and not the tail. And that’s the point: to truly be the “head” means not waiting for
luck, but using your head — thinking ahead, setting goals, and building them step by step.
Every day and minute in a Jew’s life, is a small victory that adds up to the bigger picture.
That’s how real momentum is built: with discipline, with faith, and with vision.

Here’s my invitation to you: take a minute — even ten — without your phone and without
distractions. Sit down with a blank page and write — what are your goals for the new year?
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Question: Is it permitted to hold weddings during the month of Elul?

Answer: On the surface, there is no reason not to marry in Elul. In fact,
the Mishnah in Yoma mentions that a bride may wash her face on Yom
Kippur up to thirty days after her wedding, which implies that a
wedding could take place even on the 10th of Elul. However, the S'dei
Chemed records that some communities refrained from holding
weddings in Elul, seeing it as a time of tears and repentance rather
than joy. This fits with the Sephardic custom of beginning Selichot
already on the 2nd of Elul. In more recent generations, Lithuanian
yeshivot instituted a custom not to allow weddings in Elul so as not to
disturb the intensity of Torah study, though this practice has weakened
in recent years. By contrast, in Chassidic circles, Elul weddings were
considered a merit. The Rebbe of Sanz, the Divrei Yitziv, would often
say in the name of his grandfather, the Divrei Chaim, that a wedding in
Elul is itself a preparation for the Yamim Nora’im, and the joy of these
weddings adds life and spirit to the High Holidays. Similarly, Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l married off three of his sons in Elul and
considered it an especially elevated time for weddings.

In conclusion: weddings are permitted in Elul, and some even
considered it a special merit. Still, others refrained, and in the yeshiva
world a custom developed not to marry then, so as not to disrupt
Torah learning in this uniqgue month.

For questions: 0584810910 @

Question: I've always understood that the best time for Selichot is at
dawn (ashmoret haboker). Why then do Ashkenazim begin the first
Selichot at midnight?
Answer: Earlier sources note that in fact all of Israel originally recited
Selichot at dawn. About 150 years ago, some communities began
saying the very first Selichot at midnight, largely because the cantors
often traveled from out of town, and this custom spread. Over time,
some places adopted midnight Selichot for the entire period. It is also
possible that people then were rising at midnight for Selichot, rather
than staying awake all night. Popularly, people connect the first
Selichot to the refrain “At the departure of rest we come before You
first”, which seems to fit only with Motza’ei Shabbat. Some argue that
Sunday morning also counts as Motza’ei Menucha, since the primary
time for Havdalah extends until Sunday at sunset. The Mateh Ephraim
adds another reason: the piyyutim mention “while they cry out in the
night” and “accept their prayers as they stand in the nights”,
suggesting that before dawn is an especially fitting time. Furthermore,
the Lekket Yosher, citing the Terumat HaDeshen, explains that
Ashkenazim begin Selichot on Motza’ei Shabbat specifically because of
the joy of Shabbat. Since the Shechinah dwells only in joy, Selichot
begin when the closeness and happiness of Shabbat still linger. This
may explain why the first Selichot are said after midnight, when the
spirit of Shabbat is still fresh, rather than at dawn.

Rosh Hashanah begins with “Ani Ma’amin.”
Rosh Kollel Rabbi Tzvi Licht

In this week’s parsha, Ki Tavo, the Torah presents eleven curses and
the great ceremony on Mount Gerizim and Mount Eval. The final curse
reads: “Cursed is the one who does not uphold the words of this Torah,
to perform them.” At first glance, it would seem this refers simply to
someone who does not fulfill a mitzvah. But if that were the case, asks
the Ramban, the Torah should have written: “Cursed is the one who
does not do the words of this Torah.” Why then does it use the word
“yakim” — “to uphold”? The Ramban explains that the verse points to
something deeper. It is not speaking only about action, but about the
inner attitude of the heart. One who acknowledges the mitzvot as true,
who believes that keeping them brings reward and neglecting them
brings punishment, is considered as upholding the Torah. But one who
denies even a single mitzvah, or claims that it no longer applies, falls
under this curse. By contrast, someone who transgresses out of
weakness or temptation — such as eating non-kosher food out of
desire, or neglecting sukkah and lulav out of laziness — is not included.
The curse is not on one who stumbles, but on one who denies.

The Malbim adds that “yakim” means to uphold the Torah for all time.
Some might argue: true, the Torah’s wisdom and inner truths are
eternal, but can its practical mitzvot still be relevant after more than
3,000 years? People change, values shift, societies evolve — how can
the same commandments bind everyone? To this, the Torah declares:
“Cursed is the one who does not uphold the words of this Torah” —
teaching us that every mitzvah remains binding, eternal, and relevant
in all generations. The Gemara (Megillah 31b) teaches that Ezra
established we should read the curses of Devarim before Rosh

Hashanah, “so that the year may end with its curses.”This does not
mean that we wish to leave the curses behind with the old year and
start the new one “curse-free.” After all, the blessings are written
alongside the curses — and surely we would not want to leave those
behind! Rather, the intent is that before the new year begins, we read
the parsha that sets before us two paths — the path of blessing and the
path of curse. In doing so, we accept the covenant anew and choose
the path of blessing. That is the meaning of “Let the year end with its
curses —and let the new year begin with its blessings.” As we approach
Rosh Hashanah, the essential preparation is to accept upon ourselves
the mitzvot — all of them — with faith and conviction. To believe that
each one is true, that none are meaningless, and that every mitzvah
brings benefit to both body and soul. This is the intent of the verse:
“Who does not uphold the
words of this Torah, to
perform them” — to firmly
hold
they are all
observance, as

in our hearts that
worthy of
Shlomo
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	This week’s parsha contains the blessings and the curses that Hashem had given them prior in parshat B’chukotai. Chazal refer to the book of Devarim as “mishne Torah”, Moshe’s repitition or review of the Torah, spoken before he was about to pass on from this world. He was giving them his final “pep” talk to garner their enthusiasm and to strengthen their commitment to Torah and to Hashem before they ventured into the land of Israel without him. As such, it is understandable why Moshe would review the blessings with the people. Promises of blessings, prosperity and success are great tools to use in an inspiring talk. But one can only wonder why Moshe would feel it worthy to repeat and review the curses as well. The curses found in this week’s parsha are so terrifying and vast that one would think it totally inappropriate to relay them now, just as Moshe was about to leave them forever! Wouldn’t it cause a deflation in their enthusiasm, now that Moshe would no longer be present to protect and to defend them from Hashem’s judgement? We must therefore conclude that the review of these curses was necessary and deemed to be productive and not detrimental or negative. We have a tradition to read this parsha before Rosh Hashana. The gemara says that we don’t read them on the Shabbat just before, for reading the curses so close to the Day of Judgement is not fitting. Rather we read them two Shabbatot before to create a bit of distance between. Today our custom is to complete the entire Torah reading each year. Since we complete the Torah on Shemini Atzeret, the parsha of the curses will always align close to Rosh Hashana. However, even in ancient times when the custom was to complete the Torah reading once every three years, the halacha requires us to skip to this parsha so that we may read the blessings and curses two Shabbatot
	before Rosh Hashana. From this halacha we see that the curses are meant to be viewed positively, for if they were just something bad that we wish to shy away from, we wouldn’t need to jump ahead to read them just before Rosh Hashana! It is evident that Moshe reviewed these curses for our own benefit and that the lessons contained within, are necessary ones for us to learn, as we are about to experience Rosh Hashana. Moshe was teaching us that to be proper servants of Hashem, our commitment cannot be based only on the promises of rewards, of blessings. It must also be predicated on the promises of punishments, of curses. If our faith in Hashem and our commitment to serve Him, lays solely on the promise of reward, then we are not really serving or worshipping Hashem. We are serving ourselves! We would be  keeping Torah, not because we believe in the rightness of it, but because of promises of wealth, prosperity and tranquility. Serving Hashem in order to receive a prize, as the Mishna in Avot writes, is not true servitude. Moshe wants us to choose Hashem with the good consequences being meted out for our faithfulness and with bad consequences for our faithlessness. Only when the consequences of reward versus punishment is balanced, can we choose Hashem for Hashem’s sake alone. The goal of Rosh Hashana is to accept Hashem’s kindship over us. The success of our judgment is commesurate to the degree we truly accept Hashem’s kingship over us. The reading of both the blessings and the curses provides us the backdrop in which to attain a proper acceptance of the King, bringing with it, a succesful Rosh Hashana!
	Dear friends, Today we celebrate our 100th newsletter! When I began this journey two years ago, I never imagined how far we would come. And that’s exactly why I chose to put a picture of a giant fish – because if we’re celebrating, it might as well be with a “big catch”. But the fish isn’t just for fun – it’s a reminder of the famous blessing: may we be at the head and not the tail. And that’s the point: to truly be the “head” means not waiting for luck, but using your head – thinking ahead, setting goals, and building them step by step. Every day and minute in a Jew’s life, is a small victory that adds up to the bigger picture. That’s how real momentum is built: with discipline, with faith, and with vision. Here’s my invitation to you: take a minute – even ten – without your phone and without distractions. Sit down with a blank page and write – what are your goals for the new year? What kind of parents do you want to be? What kind of husbands or wives?  What do you want to learn? Where do you want to grow? And how will  you get there? Now break it down: from annual goals flow monthly goals  → weekly goals → daily goals → even hourly steps. This takes not only dreams but daily discipline – turning every minute into action,  and every action into a small victory on the way to great success. At RCK, we are privileged to continue the path of 27 years of Rabbi Horwitz’s vision, a vision that drives everything, and we are here to turn it into daily execution and operations on the ground.  Together, may we truly be at the head and not the tail. With love and deep appreciation, Ben Goldstein – Manager of RCK
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	This week’s parsha contains the blessings and the curses that Hashem had given them prior in parshat B’chukotai. Chazal refer to the book of Devarim as “mishne Torah”, Moshe’s repitition or review of the Torah, spoken before he was about to pass on from this world. He was giving them his final “pep” talk to garner their enthusiasm and to strengthen their commitment to Torah and to Hashem before they ventured into the land of Israel without him. As such, it is understandable why Moshe would review the blessings with the people. Promises of blessings, prosperity and success are great tools to use in an inspiring talk. But one can only wonder why Moshe would feel it worthy to repeat and review the curses as well. The curses found in this week’s parsha are so terrifying and vast that one would think it totally inappropriate to relay them now, just as Moshe was about to leave them forever! Wouldn’t it cause a deflation in their enthusiasm, now that Moshe would no longer be present to protect and to defend them from Hashem’s judgement? We must therefore conclude that the review of these curses was necessary and deemed to be productive and not detrimental or negative. We have a tradition to read this parsha before Rosh Hashana. The gemara says that we don’t read them on the Shabbat just before, for reading the curses so close to the Day of Judgement is not fitting. Rather we read them two Shabbatot before to create a bit of distance between. Today our custom is to complete the entire Torah reading each year. Since we complete the Torah on Shemini Atzeret, the parsha of the curses will always align close to Rosh Hashana. However, even in ancient times when the custom was to complete the Torah reading once every three years, the halacha requires us to skip to this parsha so that we may read the blessings and curses two Shabbatot
	before Rosh Hashana. From this halacha we see that the curses are meant to be viewed positively, for if they were just something bad that we wish to shy away from, we wouldn’t need to jump ahead to read them just before Rosh Hashana! It is evident that Moshe reviewed these curses for our own benefit and that the lessons contained within, are necessary ones for us to learn, as we are about to experience Rosh Hashana. Moshe was teaching us that to be proper servants of Hashem, our commitment cannot be based only on the promises of rewards, of blessings. It must also be predicated on the promises of punishments, of curses. If our faith in Hashem and our commitment to serve Him, lays solely on the promise of reward, then we are not really serving or worshipping Hashem. We are serving ourselves! We would be  keeping Torah, not because we believe in the rightness of it, but because of promises of wealth, prosperity and tranquility. Serving Hashem in order to receive a prize, as the Mishna in Avot writes, is not true servitude. Moshe wants us to choose Hashem with the good consequences being meted out for our faithfulness and with bad consequences for our faithlessness. Only when the consequences of reward versus punishment is balanced, can we choose Hashem for Hashem’s sake alone. The goal of Rosh Hashana is to accept Hashem’s kindship over us. The success of our judgment is commesurate to the degree we truly accept Hashem’s kingship over us. The reading of both the blessings and the curses provides us the backdrop in which to attain a proper acceptance of the King, bringing with it, a succesful Rosh Hashana!
	Dear friends, Today we celebrate our 100th newsletter! When I began this journey two years ago, I never imagined how far we would come. And that’s exactly why I chose to put a picture of a giant fish – because if we’re celebrating, it might as well be with a “big catch”. But the fish isn’t just for fun – it’s a reminder of the famous blessing: may we be at the head and not the tail. And that’s the point: to truly be the “head” means not waiting for luck, but using your head – thinking ahead, setting goals, and building them step by step. Every day and minute in a Jew’s life, is a small victory that adds up to the bigger picture. That’s how real momentum is built: with discipline, with faith, and with vision. Here’s my invitation to you: take a minute – even ten – without your phone and without distractions. Sit down with a blank page and write – what are your goals for the new year? What kind of parents do you want to be? What kind of husbands or wives?  What do you want to learn? Where do you want to grow? And how will  you get there? Now break it down: from annual goals flow monthly goals  → weekly goals → daily goals → even hourly steps. This takes not only dreams but daily discipline – turning every minute into action,  and every action into a small victory on the way to great success. At RCK, we are privileged to continue the path of 27 years of Rabbi Horwitz’s vision, a vision that drives everything, and we are here to turn it into daily execution and operations on the ground.  Together, may we truly be at the head and not the tail. With love and deep appreciation, Ben Goldstein – Manager of RCK
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	For questions:
	Question: Is it permitted to hold weddings during the month of Elul? Answer: On the surface, there is no reason not to marry in Elul. In fact, the Mishnah in Yoma mentions that a bride may wash her face on Yom Kippur up to thirty days after her wedding, which implies that a wedding could take place even on the 10th of Elul. However, the S’dei Chemed records that some communities refrained from holding weddings in Elul, seeing it as a time of tears and repentance rather than joy. This fits with the Sephardic custom of beginning Selichot already on the 2nd of Elul. In more recent generations, Lithuanian yeshivot instituted a custom not to allow weddings in Elul so as not to disturb the intensity of Torah study, though this practice has weakened in recent years. By contrast, in Chassidic circles, Elul weddings were considered a merit. The Rebbe of Sanz, the Divrei Yitziv, would often say in the name of his grandfather, the Divrei Chaim, that a wedding in Elul is itself a preparation for the Yamim Nora’im, and the joy of these weddings adds life and spirit to the High Holidays. Similarly, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l married off three of his sons in Elul and considered it an especially elevated time for weddings. In conclusion: weddings are permitted in Elul, and some even considered it a special merit. Still, others refrained, and in the yeshiva world a custom developed not to marry then, so as not to disrupt Torah learning in this unique month.
	Question: I’ve always understood that the best time for Selichot is at dawn (ashmoret haboker). Why then do Ashkenazim begin the first Selichot at midnight? Answer: Earlier sources note that in fact all of Israel originally recited Selichot at dawn. About 150 years ago, some communities began saying the very first Selichot at midnight, largely because the cantors often traveled from out of town, and this custom spread. Over time, some places adopted midnight Selichot for the entire period. It is also possible that people then were rising at midnight for Selichot, rather than staying awake all night. Popularly, people connect the first Selichot to the refrain “At the departure of rest we come before You first”, which seems to fit only with Motza’ei Shabbat. Some argue that Sunday morning also counts as Motza’ei Menucha, since the primary time for Havdalah extends until Sunday at sunset. The Mateh Ephraim adds another reason: the piyyutim mention “while they cry out in the night” and “accept their prayers as they stand in the nights”, suggesting that before dawn is an especially fitting time. Furthermore, the Lekket Yosher, citing the Terumat HaDeshen, explains that Ashkenazim begin Selichot on Motza’ei Shabbat specifically because of the joy of Shabbat. Since the Shechinah dwells only in joy, Selichot begin when the closeness and happiness of Shabbat still linger. This may explain why the first Selichot are said after midnight, when the spirit of Shabbat is still fresh, rather than at dawn.

	Rosh Hashanah begins with “Ani Ma’amin.”
	Rosh Kollel Rabbi Tzvi Licht
	In this week’s parsha, Ki Tavo, the Torah presents eleven curses and the great ceremony on Mount Gerizim and Mount Eval. The final curse reads: “Cursed is the one who does not uphold the words of this Torah, to perform them.” At first glance, it would seem this refers simply to someone who does not fulfill a mitzvah. But if that were the case, asks the Ramban, the Torah should have written: “Cursed is the one who does not do the words of this Torah.” Why then does it use the word “yakim” – “to uphold”? The Ramban explains that the verse points to something deeper. It is not speaking only about action, but about the inner attitude of the heart. One who acknowledges the mitzvot as true, who believes that keeping them brings reward and neglecting them brings punishment, is considered as upholding the Torah. But one who denies even a single mitzvah, or claims that it no longer applies, falls under this curse. By contrast, someone who transgresses out of weakness or temptation – such as eating non-kosher food out of desire, or neglecting sukkah and lulav out of laziness – is not included. The curse is not on one who stumbles, but on one who denies. The Malbim adds that “yakim” means to uphold the Torah for all time. Some might argue: true, the Torah’s wisdom and inner truths are eternal, but can its practical mitzvot still be relevant after more than 3,000 years? People change, values shift, societies evolve – how can the same commandments bind everyone? To this, the Torah declares: “Cursed is the one who does not uphold the words of this Torah” – teaching us that every mitzvah remains binding, eternal, and relevant in all generations. The Gemara (Megillah 31b) teaches that Ezra established we should read the curses of Devarim before Rosh
	Hashanah, “so that the year may end with its curses.”This does not mean that we wish to leave the curses behind with the old year and start the new one “curse-free.” After all, the blessings are written alongside the curses – and surely we would not want to leave those behind! Rather, the intent is that before the new year begins, we read the parsha that sets before us two paths – the path of blessing and the path of curse. In doing so, we accept the covenant anew and choose the path of blessing. That is the meaning of “Let the year end with its curses – and let the new year begin with its blessings.” As we approach Rosh Hashanah, the essential preparation is to accept upon ourselves the mitzvot – all of them – with faith and conviction. To believe that each one is true, that none are meaningless, and that every mitzvah brings benefit to both body and soul. This is the intent of the verse: “Who does not uphold the
	words of this Torah, to perform them” – to firmly hold in our hearts that they are all worthy of observance, as Shlomo HaMelech teaches in Mishlei: “They are all clear to the understanding and straight to those who find knowledge.” Through this acceptance, may we all merit a good and sweet new year, and be inscribed and sealed for life and blessing.
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