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The last four aliyot in Parshat
Yitro describe in great detail,
the revelation of Hashem at
Mount
forged a covenant with us by
Torah,
highlighted by the receiving '

Sinai, where He

giving us the
of the Ten Commandments.

The _
Parsha deals with Moshe’s |

beginning of the

father in law, Yitro, who

decided to become a Jew upon hearing of the miracles that
Hashem did for the Jewish people. During Yitro’s brief stay with
Moshe and the people, he had a chance to offer Moshe advice
on how to effectively govern and judge the people so that he
would not wear himself out. Immediately after describing how
Moshe implemented his father in law’s advice, the Torah states
that Moshe sent Yitro away and he returned to his home in
Midyan. It is strange that the Torah doesn’t tell us why Moshe
sent Yitro away. If we look at this same episode described in
Parshat Beha’alotcha, we find that Yitro chose to leave in order
to go back to his home and family. Moshe pleaded with Yitro to
stay with them as they were soon to enter the promised land of
Israel. The Torah states that Yitro decided to return to his home
and Rashi explains his intention was to bring his family into the
folds of Judaism.

There is a dispute among the sages whether Yitro came to Moshe
before the revelation at Mount Sinai or whether it was after.

It would seem from Rashi that Yitro came to Moshe before the
events at Har Sinai, for the first Rashi on the Parsha states that
Yitro came because he heard about Kriyat Yam Suf and the war
with Amalek. Everyone agrees, however, that Yitro was present at
Har Sinai when Moshe came down on Yom Kippur with the second
set of tablets because it was the day after Yom Kippur when Yitro
offered Moshe his advice as to how to judge the people.

This means that Yitro, although he may not have been present at
the beginning of Har Sinai, was there for a good part of their
continued stay there, as we know the people were at Har Sinai for
just under a full year! If so, it is strange that the Torah makes it
appear as if Yitro missed the entire event of Har Sinai! The Torah
stresses that Yitro left to go back home. Only then, in the very next
verse, does the Torah describe how the Jewish people arrived at
the Mount Sinai where the entire revelation experience then
unfolds.

Why would the Torah create a misleading picture that lends us to
believe that Yitro missed the entire Har Sinai experience when in
truth he did not?!

The answer, | believe, is that Yitro did miss the entire experience
of Har Sinai. He may have been there physically, but he missed the
point of Har Sinai. The point of Har Sinai was not to just receive a
bunch of laws for which to live by - “The do’s and don’t’s of life!”
Rather, the point of Har Sinai was to forge a covenant, a
relationship, with Hashem.

Hashem told Moshe, “If you will listen to My voice and keep My
covenant, then you will be My chosen nation from all others, a
kingdom of priests, a holy nation.” Of course, to become a holy
nation we needed to receive an instruction manual of do’s and
don’t’s.

These commandments however, are not an end to itself. Rather,
they are the means to reach a relationship with Hashem. The only
place to do this fully is in Eretz Yisrael.

The fact that Yitro, after experiencing Har Sinai, could go back to
his non Jewish family in chutz laaretz, even if it was for the
purpose of bringing his family closer to Judaism, demonstrated
how Yitro missed the message of Har Sinai. He was so close, but in
the end he missed the boat! And although Rashi in Baha’alotcha
states that eventually Yitro’s descendants came back to Eretz
Yisrael, Yitro himself missed the boat.

A boy can wait in line for an hour to go on a roller coaster at
Disneyland, but if he bows out at the last minute and doesn’t ride
it, then the fact that he was in line for the hour is irrelevant. We
don’t give him credit for being in proximity of the roller coaster,
for there is no value in that.

True, Yitro was physically at Har Sinai for at least seven months,
but the Torah makes it sound as if he was never there because
there was little value in his being there if, in the end, he was
unable to take the leap of faith of joining them on their journey to
the promised land.

The Torah is teaching us an important lesson. We owe it to
ourselves not to settle for second best. If living a life of Torah in
Eretz Yisrael is the goal that the Torah has set for us, then we must
strive to achieve it fully, for our very relationship with Hashem is
at stake!

If the saying, “close, but no cigar” can be used in mundane
matters, it is certainly appropriate to apply it to our spiritual goals

and dreams as well!
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	The last four aliyot in Parshat Yitro describe in great detail, the revelation of Hashem at Mount Sinai, where He forged a covenant with us by giving us the Torah, highlighted by the receiving of the Ten Commandments. The beginning of the Parsha deals with Moshe’s father in law, Yitro, who
	decided to become a Jew upon hearing of the miracles that Hashem did for the Jewish people. During Yitro’s brief stay with Moshe and the people, he had a chance to offer Moshe advice on how to effectively govern and judge the people so that he would not wear himself out. Immediately after describing how  Moshe implemented his father in law’s advice, the Torah states that Moshe sent Yitro away and he returned to his home in  Midyan. It is strange that the Torah doesn’t tell us why Moshe sent Yitro away. If we look at this same episode described in Parshat Beha’alotcha, we find that Yitro chose to leave in order to go back to his home and family. Moshe pleaded with Yitro to stay with them as they were soon to enter the promised land of Israel. The Torah states that Yitro decided to return to his home and Rashi explains his intention was to bring his family into the folds of Judaism.  There is a dispute among the sages whether Yitro came to Moshe before the revelation at Mount Sinai or whether it was after.  It would seem from Rashi that Yitro came to Moshe before the events at Har Sinai, for the first Rashi on the Parsha states that Yitro came because he heard about Kriyat Yam Suf and the war with Amalek. Everyone agrees, however, that Yitro was present at Har Sinai when Moshe came down on Yom Kippur with the second set of tablets because it was the day after Yom Kippur when Yitro offered Moshe his advice as to how to judge the people.  This means that Yitro, although he may not have been present at the beginning of Har Sinai, was there for a good part of their continued stay there, as we know the people were at Har Sinai for just under a full year! If so, it is strange that the Torah makes it appear as if Yitro missed the entire event of Har Sinai! The Torah stresses that Yitro left to go back home. Only then, in the very next verse, does the Torah describe how the Jewish people arrived at the Mount Sinai where the entire revelation experience then unfolds. Why would the Torah create a misleading picture that lends us to believe that Yitro missed the entire Har Sinai experience when in truth he did not?!
	The answer, I believe, is that Yitro did miss the entire experience of Har Sinai. He may have been there physically, but he missed the point of Har Sinai. The point of Har Sinai was not to just receive a bunch of laws for which to live by - “The do’s and don’t’s of life!” Rather, the point of Har Sinai was to forge a covenant, a relationship, with Hashem.  Hashem told Moshe, “If you will listen to My voice and keep My covenant, then you will be My chosen nation  from all others, a kingdom of priests, a holy nation.” Of course, to become a holy nation we needed to receive an instruction manual of do’s and don’t’s.  These commandments however, are not an end to itself. Rather, they are the means to reach a relationship with Hashem. The only place to do this fully is in Eretz Yisrael.  The fact that Yitro, after experiencing Har Sinai, could go back to his non Jewish family in chutz laaretz, even if it was for the purpose of bringing his family closer to Judaism, demonstrated how Yitro missed the message of Har Sinai. He was so close, but in the end he missed the boat! And although Rashi in Baha’alotcha states that eventually Yitro’s descendants came back to Eretz Yisrael, Yitro himself missed the boat. A boy can wait in line for an hour to go on a roller coaster at Disneyland, but if he bows out at the last minute and doesn’t ride it, then the fact that he was in line for the hour is irrelevant. We don’t give him credit for being in proximity of the roller coaster, for there is no value in that. True, Yitro was physically at Har Sinai for at least seven months, but the Torah makes it sound as if he was never there because there was little value in his being there if, in the end, he was unable to take the leap of faith of joining them on their journey to the promised land. The Torah is teaching us an important lesson. We owe it to ourselves not to settle for second best. If living a life of Torah in Eretz Yisrael is the goal that the Torah has set for us, then we must strive to achieve it fully, for our very relationship with Hashem is at stake!  If the saying, “close, but no cigar” can be used in mundane matters, it is certainly appropriate to apply it to our spiritual goals and dreams as well!
	RCKOLLEL.COM


	Torah Bytes
	שאל את הרב
	0584810910

	למה הקדושה נעלמה?


