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After the first plague of blood left Paroah underwhelmed, Moshe
threatens Paroah with a terrible plague of frogs. The Torah describes
how the frogs will come up from the Nile river and enter the Egyptians’
homes, their bedrooms, their ovens, and even their stomachs! Imagine
the incessant croaking of the frogs as they filled every corner of the
land! The suffering must have been incredible. After seven days, Moshe
prays to Hashem to remove the frogs from the Egyptians and their
homes. The Torah then states how all of the frogs that were in the
homes, courtyards and fields, died, creating piles upon piles of dead
frogs in Egypt!

When Moshe prays for the frogs to be removed, and the Torah recounts
the death of the frogs, there is a blatant piece missing from the
narrative. When Moshe warned Paroah as to the nature of the
upcoming plague of frogs, he stated how the frogs would enter their
homes, bedrooms and ovens. At the conclusion of the plague when
describing the death of the frogs, the Torah does not mention those
that were in the oven. What happened to those frogs?

There is a fascinating medrash that sheds light on the matter. When
Hashem decreed that the frogs would not only enter into their homes
and bedrooms, but even into their ovens, the frogs were faced with a
predicament! Which frogs would be foolish enough to climb into the
ovens? Climbing into an oven is in effect committing suicide! Most of
the frogs, therefore, decided to only live in the bedrooms and other
rooms of the Egyptians. They figured that if they could fulfill Hashem’s
will, while at the same time, stay alive in the process, that would be the
wisest decision! Why should they willingly jump into ovens and risk
their lives? And although, had all of frogs thought this way, Hashem’s
decree would have remained unfulfilled, which would have resulted in a
chillul Hashem, a desecration of His name, that doesn’t mean that frog
number 10545, needs to be the “sucker” to do it. This was the
"thinking” of 99 percent of the frogs. But there was 1 percent of frogs
that were willing to jump into the fire in order to make a kiddush
Hashem! They surely told themselves that if they would not volunteer
to do it, no one else would, and Hashem’s name would be desecrated!
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These frogs were truly admirable. Although no one commanded those
particular frogs to jump into the ovens, they happily volunteered in
order that Hashem’s name be glorified.

With this medrash, we can now answer the question we asked earlier.
What happened to the frogs in the oven? Why doesn’t the Torah tell us
that these frogs too, were removed and died along with the others?
The answer is that those frogs that jumped into the oven did not perish
and in fact they were the only frogs that did not die! It was these frogs
who volunteered to jump into the oven, that at face value should have
perished, that did not. Hashem performed a miracle for them. Not only
were these frogs not incinerated in the ovens of the Egyptians while
the ovens were being used, but they were rewarded that their lives
were spared when all of the other frogs died and were forgotten.

The difficulty is that it seems strange that Hashem would make
miracles for frogs, and that He would discern between a frog who
jumped into the oven versus a frog that did not. Does Hashem really
care which frogs survived and which ones did not?

The answer is no, Hashem does not really care which frogs survived. A
frog is a frog. The reason why Hashem performed this miracle was not
for the frogs, it was for us!

The Torah is teaching us a beautiful and powerful lesson here. We are
commanded and therefore expected by Hashem to keep all of the 613
mitzvot to the best of our ability. But sometimes, we are given
opportunities to perform a kiddush Hashem, above and beyond the call
of duty. When a person finds himself in a situation where he can make
a kiddush Hashem but it will be uncomfortable emotionally, financially
or physically to do it, he may be inclined to say, “It is not incumbant
on me to do it. Let someone else do it.”

We see from the frogs that one does not lose by going the extra
distance to make a kiddush Hashem. In fact, we learn the opposite! Not
only does one not lose, he actually gains life. The frogs that thought
they would lose their life were the one’s that actually gained life! So
too with us. When making a kiddush Hashem, however painful or
uncomfortable it may be, one never loses. He only wins in this world
and most certainly in the world to come!
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Ask the Rabbi Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel

Question: | bought a falafel at a place that also sells shawarma. There
is no separation in the shop between the falafel and the shawarma.
The same tongs are used for falafel and shawarma, as well as for
salads and fries. It’s possible that a few small pieces of shawarma, or
some meat grease, ended up in my falafel. After eating this falafel, do
| need to wait six hours before eating dairy?

You do not need to wait six hours after eating this falafel.
However, you should not eat it together with dairy, such as drinking a
coffee with milk at the same time.

The reason you do not need to wait is based on the ruling of the
Shach. He writes that if a person eats a pareve food that was cooked
in a meat pot that was not fully clean and still had some meat
residue, the person does not need to wait six hours. This is true even
if he did eat a small amount of meat residue, because he did not
intend to eat meat at all. The meat was eaten incidentally, simply
because the pot was not clean.

The logic is that since the person does not view what he ate as meat,
there is no concern that eating dairy afterward will lead to eating
meat and dairy together. In his mind, he ate a pareve meal.

The same applies in your case. Your intention was to eat pareve food
such as falafel, hummus, salad, and fries. Any small pieces of
shawarma, if they were there at all, were incidental and not
intentional. Therefore, there is no requirement to wait six hours
before eating dairy.

However, this applies only when a very small amount of meat was
eaten unintentionally and incidentally. If a person intentionally adds
meat to a pareve dish in order to improve the taste, then it is
considered a meat meal, and one must wait six hours afterward.

For example, if someone eats a vegetable soup that is otherwise
pareve but intentionally adds meat-based chicken soup powder, that
meal is considered meat, and one must wait six hours before eating

dairy.
%
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At the beginning of the parsha, Hashem tells Moshe Rabbeinu one of
the core prophecies of the Exodus — the Four Expressions of

Redemption: “I will take you out, | will save you, | will redeem you,
and | will take you to Me.” Chazal explain that these are not poetic
repetitions, but a clear process. Each expression is a separate stage
of redemption, and each one deserves its own cup of praise and
thanks.

But what is the depth behind each expression?

Hashem told Avraham at the Covenant Between the Pieces that his
descendants would be strangers, enslaved, and oppressed for four
hundred years. Yet in reality, Bnei Yisrael were in Egypt for only 210
years. How is this possible?

Rashi explains that the count begins from the birth of Yitzchak, since
even Avraham and Yitzchak were considered strangers.

For questions: 0584810910

Question: The main electrical breaker in our apartment tripped on
Shabbat. Is it permitted to ask a non-Jew to turn it back on?

If there is a sick person in the home, even if the illness is
not life-threatening, or a baby who needs electricity, it is permitted
to ask a non-Jew to turn the breaker back on. This is because for the
needs of a sick person, one is allowed to ask a non-Jew to perform
even a Torah-level prohibited action.

Similarly, if there is extreme cold or extreme heat, some authorities
permit asking a non-Jew to restore the electricity, since in such
conditions everyone is considered “unwell.” This applies only when
the cold or heat is truly severe and uncomfortable, especially for
otherwise healthy adults.

However, if none of these situations apply, it is not permitted to ask
a non-Jew to turn the breaker back on. Even though the lack of
electricity affects Shabbat enjoyment, hot food, and general
comfort, asking a non-Jew to perform a Torah-level prohibited act is
not allowed, even for the sake of a mitzvah.

That said, there are some halachic authorities who permit asking a
non-Jew to turn the breaker back on in an unusual way (with a
shinui). In that case, the act is considered rabbinic rather than
Torah-level, and a rabbinic prohibition may be done by a non-Jew for
the sake of a mitzvah. Not all authorities agree with this leniency.
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But there is a deeper explanation. There were not one, but three
separate decrees:
oppressed. Each can exist on its own. Hashem said the entire
process would last four hundred years, but what would be counted
depended on His plan.

In His kindness, Hashem “calculated the end” and began counting
from the birth of Yitzchak, including the years of being strangers.
This is why we say in the Haggadah, “Blessed is He who keeps His

Iu

being strangers, being enslaved, and being

promise to Israe
Now the Four Expressions become clear. “I will take you out” refers
to the suffering. “l will save you” refers to slavery. “I will redeem
you” means that Hashem became the Redeemer of a people who
had none. But these only return us to the starting point.

The fourth expression is the goal: “I will take you to Me as a people,
and | will be your God.” Not just leaving Egypt, but entering a
covenant. Not just freedom, but belonging. Not just redemption
from slavery, but redemption to become Hashem’s nation.
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	After the first plague of blood left Paroah underwhelmed, Moshe threatens Paroah with a terrible plague of frogs. The Torah describes how the frogs will come up from the Nile river and enter the Egyptians’ homes, their bedrooms, their ovens, and even their stomachs! Imagine the incessant croaking of the frogs as they filled every corner of the land! The suffering must have been incredible. After seven days, Moshe prays to Hashem to remove the frogs from the Egyptians and their homes. The Torah then states how all of the frogs that were in the homes, courtyards and fields, died, creating piles upon piles of dead frogs in Egypt! When Moshe prays for the frogs to be removed, and the Torah recounts the death of the frogs, there is a blatant piece missing from the narrative. When Moshe warned Paroah as to the nature of the upcoming plague of frogs, he stated how the frogs would enter their homes, bedrooms and ovens. At the conclusion of the plague when describing the death of the frogs, the Torah does not mention those that were in the oven. What happened to those frogs? There is a fascinating medrash that sheds light on the matter. When Hashem decreed that the frogs would not only enter into their homes and bedrooms, but even into their ovens, the frogs were faced with a predicament! Which frogs would be foolish enough to climb into the ovens? Climbing into an oven is in effect committing suicide! Most of the frogs, therefore, decided to only live in the bedrooms and other rooms of the Egyptians. They figured that if they could fulfill Hashem’s will, while at the same time, stay alive in the process, that would be the wisest decision! Why should they willingly jump into ovens and risk their lives? And although, had all of frogs thought this way, Hashem’s decree would have remained unfulfilled, which would have resulted in a chillul Hashem, a desecration of His name, that doesn’t mean that frog number 10545, needs to be the “sucker” to do it. This was the ”thinking” of 99 percent of the frogs. But there was 1 percent of frogs that were willing to jump into the fire in order to make a kiddush Hashem! They surely told themselves that if they would not volunteer to do it, no one else would, and Hashem’s name would be desecrated!
	These frogs were truly admirable. Although no one commanded those particular frogs to jump into the ovens, they happily volunteered in order that Hashem’s name be glorified. With this medrash, we can now answer the question we asked earlier. What happened to the frogs in the oven? Why doesn’t the Torah tell us that these frogs too, were removed and died along with the others? The answer is that those frogs that jumped into the oven did not perish and in fact they were the only frogs that did not die! It was these frogs who volunteered to jump into the oven, that at face value should have  perished, that did not. Hashem performed a miracle for them. Not only were these frogs not incinerated in the ovens of the Egyptians while the ovens were being used, but they were rewarded that their lives were spared when all of the other frogs died and were forgotten. The difficulty is that it seems strange that Hashem would make miracles for frogs, and that He would discern between a frog who jumped into the oven versus a frog that did not. Does Hashem really care which frogs survived and which ones did not? The answer is no, Hashem does not really care which frogs survived. A frog is a frog. The reason why Hashem performed this miracle was not for the frogs, it was for us! The Torah is teaching us a beautiful and powerful lesson here. We are commanded and therefore expected by Hashem to keep all of the 613 mitzvot to the best of our ability. But sometimes, we are given opportunities to perform a kiddush Hashem, above and beyond the call of duty. When a person finds himself in a situation where he can make a kiddush Hashem but it will be uncomfortable emotionally, financially or physically to do it, he may be inclined to say, “It is not  incumbant on me to do it. Let someone else do it.”  We see from the frogs that one does not lose by going the extra distance to make a kiddush Hashem. In fact, we learn the opposite! Not only does one not lose, he actually gains life. The frogs that thought they would lose their life were the one’s that actually gained life! So too with us. When making a kiddush Hashem, however painful or uncomfortable it may be, one never loses. He only wins in this world and most certainly in the world to come!


