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A major portion of our parsha deals with the festivals of the calendar
year. Immediately after the Torah describes the festival of Pesach, it
instructs us, after we come into the land of Israel, to harvest an
omer’s worth of grain as the first harvest of the new crop of the year.
This omer of grain was brought to the Kohen, together with a lamb
offering and a mincha offering. The Torah forbids us to eat any new
grain that grew after last year’s omer, until this year’s omer is
brought.
The Torah then instructs us to count 49 days starting from the day
that the omer was to be brought, which our tradition tells us is the
16™ of Nissan. For 49 days we count until we reach the 50" day at
which time we must bring a mincha chadashah, a new grain offering,
to Hashem.
Rashi explains that the phrase “mincha chadashah” is called so,
because it is the first offering that is brought from the new grain of
the present year. This of course begs the question, we just learned a
few verses before that it was the omer offering that was from the
first harvest of grain. Why is the Torah calling the flour offering of
Shavuot a new offering?
Rashi answers that the bread offering of Shavuot was from the first
harvest of wheat of the new year, whereas the omer offering was
from the first harvest of barley. So we actually have “two firsts.” The
first of the barley was brought on the 16™ of Nissan and the first of
the wheat was brought 50 days later on Shavuot.
In truth, the Torah does not refer to the Shavuot offering as being
first. The Torah describes it as being “new.” The omer offering is
referred to in the Torah as the first.
Why does the Torah refer to the wheat offering of Shavuot with the
word “chadashah”, new, but refers to the barley offering of the Omer
as “reishit”, first?
Although both words, reishit and chadashah, imply firsts, the word
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chadashah, implies new and improved. We pray that when mashiach
comes we will sing a shira chadashah, a new song. “New” implies an
improved state, a utopian state, a perfect state. The word reishit,
first, implies the opposite. It implies the start of a journey, the start
of a process. This is why the omer is reishit and the mincha of
Shavuot is chadashah.

Pesach and Shavuot are connected by a 49 day process of growth. The
first day of Pesach represents our physical emancipation, when we
were physically freed from bondage. Only the next day, on the 16" of
Nissan, did we begin our spiritual journey toward Mt. Sinai in order to
receive the Torah. On the first day of the 49 day process, we were
reishit, we were first, we had just begun. To illustrate this, the Torah
requires the omer be made of barley, a food more suitable for
animals than humans. We bring barley to show that although we are
physically free, we are still on the lowest rung of the spiritual ladder,
closer to animals than human beings. But we remind ourselves that it
is just reishit, it is just the beginning. We do not disparage and get
discouraged by our shortcomings and failings, for it isn’t how we start
but rather how we finish! Our eyes are continuously focused on the
end goal, to become G-dly, spiritually lofty human beings. After
working on ourselves for 49 days, each day climbing a bit higher on
our spiritual ladders, we are new people! We are not the same people
who, a mere 49 days ago, were represented by barley, by animal
fodder. We are human beings who are now able to bring a new
mincha of wheat, of human bread!

The mitzvah of counting the omer each year affords us the
opportunity to start anew and to rebuild ourselves into a new and
improved version.

Not only were our ancestors liberated from their limitations in Egypt,
we too can liberate ourselves and reconnect with Hashem to the
point that we can relive the Sinai experience in a few weeks time!
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Ask the Rabbi Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Q: My brother is getting married Monday night, Leil Lag BaOmer.
When can he get a haircut, and what about the rest of the family?

A: Ashkenazim get married on Leil Lag BaOmer because the aveilus

ends on Lag BaOmer, and for weddings we rely on “miktzat hayom
k’kulo” already at night. So the chuppah, music, and dancing are all
done after sunset. For haircuts, however, the general minhag is to
wait until the morning of Lag BaOmer, since “miktzat hayom” is
mainly said in the daytime.

But a chatan is different. Just like a baal brit may take a haircut
during Sefirah, a chatan may prepare for his wedding. The accepted
psak is that from Mincha ketana on the day before the chuppah, he
may get a haircut and shave.

For family: Parents and grandparents may do the same as the chatan
from Mincha ketana, since it is their personal Yom Tov.

Brothers and close relatives may take a haircut after sunset, relying
on the opinions that allow it at night.

Friends do not have a heter and should wait until Tuesday morning
like everyone else.

All this is for Ashkenazim.
permitted from the 34th day of the Omer,
morning.

For Sephardim, haircuts are only
meaning Wednesday

Q: Can weddings be held after Lag BaOmer?
A: Sephardim do hold weddings as usual,
ended.

since the aveilus has

Most Ashkenazim do not, for two reasons:

Some continue aveilus from Rosh Chodesh lyar until just before
Shavuos.

Also, these days mark the |nt of the Crusades, so even after the
aveilus of Rabbi Akiva’s talmidim, the minhag developed not to hold
weddings.

The Battle Over “The Day After”
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

Every year, when we count “today is one day of the Omer,” we are
not just doing a mitzvah, we are choosing a side in an old battle.

The Gemara in Menachot describes how the Omer harvest was done
with unusual publicity. People would gather, and everything was
asked and answered out loud three times, just to remove the false
view of the Tzedukim.

The argument was when to begin counting. From the day after
Shabbos, or from the day after the first day of Pesach. But this was
not really about the date. It was about the meaning.

The Chatam Sofer explains that the Tzedukim were not fighting over
when we count, but why we count. For them, Pesach is freedom. We
left Mitzrayim, we became a nation, that is the end. Shavuos is nice,
Torah is important, but there is no real connection.

Chazal saw this as a question of identity. They made it clear that the
count begins right after Pesach. No break. No separation. Pesach
leads to Shavuot. Without Torah, the story of Pesach is incomplete.
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Without “DY% "2 DINN MNP21” you have not reached the goal. But then
a question comes up. The Torah says “when you come into the land
and you harvest.” If this connection is so essential, why did Klal Yisrael
not count the Omer in the midbar?

Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch explains that in the desert they did not live
independent lives. No land, no harvest, no economy. Everything came
directly from Hashem. In such a reality, there is nothing to forget. It is
obvious that freedom is not the goal.

But when we enter Eretz Yisrael, everything changes. There is land,
success, independence. Now Pesach can become just a national
freedom story. A person can think, “we are strong, we made it.”

That is why the Torah stops you right there. When you are standing in
your field, holding your success, you might say, “if Hashem took us out
but did not give us the Torah, that would be enough.”

So the Torah tells you, take the first of your harvest, bring it to the
Beis HaMikdash, and start counting. Day after day. To remind yourself
that freedom is not the destination, it is the path.

Because in the end, the question is not if we left Mitzrayim, but where
we are going from there.

Shabbat Shalom
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	A major portion of our parsha deals with the festivals of the calendar year. Immediately after the Torah describes the festival of Pesach, it instructs us, after we come into the land of Israel, to harvest an omer’s worth of grain as the first harvest of the new crop of the year. This omer of grain was brought to the Kohen, together with a lamb offering and a mincha offering. The Torah forbids us to eat any new grain that grew after last year’s omer, until this year’s omer is brought.  The Torah then instructs us to count 49 days starting from the day that the omer was to be brought, which our tradition tells us is the 16th of Nissan. For 49 days we count until we reach the 50th day at which time we must bring a mincha chadashah, a new grain offering, to Hashem. Rashi explains that the phrase “mincha chadashah” is called so, because it is the first offering that is brought from the new grain of the present year. This of course begs the question, we just learned a few verses before that it was the omer offering that was from the first harvest of grain. Why is the Torah calling the flour offering of Shavuot a new offering? Rashi answers that the bread offering of Shavuot was from the first harvest of wheat of the new year, whereas the omer offering was from the first harvest of barley. So we actually have “two firsts.” The first of the barley was brought on the 16th of Nissan and the first of the wheat was brought 50 days later on Shavuot. In truth, the Torah does not refer to the Shavuot offering as being first. The Torah describes it as being “new.” The omer offering is referred to in the Torah as the first. Why does the Torah refer to the wheat offering of Shavuot with the word “chadashah”, new, but refers to the barley offering of the Omer as “reishit”, first? Although both words, reishit and chadashah, imply firsts, the word
	chadashah, implies new and improved. We pray that when mashiach comes we will sing a shira chadashah, a new song. “New” implies an improved state, a utopian state, a perfect state. The word reishit, first, implies the opposite. It implies the start of a journey, the start of a process. This is why the omer is reishit and the mincha of Shavuot is chadashah. Pesach and Shavuot are connected by a 49 day process of growth. The first day of Pesach represents our physical emancipation, when we were physically freed from bondage. Only the next day, on the 16th of Nissan, did we begin our spiritual journey toward Mt. Sinai in order to receive the Torah. On the first day of the 49 day process, we were reishit, we were first, we had just begun. To illustrate this, the Torah requires the omer be made of barley, a food more suitable for animals than humans. We bring barley to show that although we are physically free, we are still on the lowest rung of the spiritual ladder, closer to animals than human beings. But we remind ourselves that it is just reishit, it is just the beginning. We do not disparage and get discouraged by our shortcomings and failings, for it isn’t how we start but rather how we finish! Our eyes are continuously focused on the end goal, to become G-dly, spiritually lofty human beings. After working on ourselves for 49 days, each day climbing a bit higher on our spiritual ladders, we are new people! We are not the same people who, a mere 49 days ago, were represented by barley, by animal fodder. We are human beings who are now able to bring a new mincha of wheat, of human bread! The mitzvah of counting the omer each year affords us the opportunity to start anew and to rebuild ourselves into a new and improved version. Not only were our ancestors liberated from their limitations in Egypt, we too can liberate ourselves and reconnect with Hashem to the point that we can relive the Sinai experience in a few weeks time!
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