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This week we begin reading the Torah once again by going back to
the beginning. The beauty of the Torah is that as many times we
have studied the same verses, we can always uncover new insights
and new wisdom that we were unaware of the last time around.
This is why we rejoice on Simchat Torah. True, we rejoice over
completing the reading of the Torah, but we are also rejoicing for
the opportunity to start it again, with renewed enthusiasm.

Every festival has it’'s mitzvah that defines the theme of the day.
Pesach has the seder and matzah, Shavuot has staying up all night
to receive the Torah, Sukkot has the sukkah and the four species.
Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah is considered a separate festival. So
what is the central mitzvah through which we commemorate this
day? It is circling the bima with the Torah in our arms. The theme of
the day is to dance with the Torah in a circle.

There is something uniquely Jewish about dancing in circles. Other
nations dance in other ways, yet we express our joy by dancing in
circles. What is the deeper meaning behind our mode of dancing?

| believe the answer can be found in this week’s parsha.

The Torah describes how Hashem created a garden in Eden, which
has come to be known as “the Garden of Eden”. This garden
represents the highest level of life a human being can aspire to.
Hashem planned for Adam to live in this garden in intimate
closeness with Him for eternity.

The Torah describes how Hashem planted the “Tree of Life” inside
“b’toch”, Rashi
comments that this means it was in the middle of the garden.

of the garden. The language used is inside.
Rashi’s comment is all of two words. What was he trying to add to
the literal meaning of the verse?

The answer is that the word “b’toch” could be referring to any part
of the garden. As long as the tree was somewhere in the garden, it
was “inside.” By telling us that the tree of life was in the middle of
the garden, Rashi is in effect telling us that the garden was a
perfect circle! For if the garden was a square, then the tree would
not be equidistant to all borders of the garden. Depending on the
angle, the tree would not be truly in the middle. Only if the garden
were circular, could the tree truly be in the middle.
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The Tree of Life represents a life of servitude to G-d, for true life
can only be achieved when we follow His will to the fullest of our
abilities. When we dance in circles, we are reminding ourselves
that we are dancing around the garden of Eden, with the Tree of
Life as our focal point. Another idea we illustrate by dancing in
circles is that each and every Jew in that circle is the same distance
away from the center as the next. Also, a circle is a closed shape
with no beginning and no end.

When we finish reading the Torah and then immediately begin
anew, we are showing that the Torah has no beginning and no end.
It is like a circle. We live it and breath it from the moment we are
born until the moment we die, and our children continue this
legacy long after we are gone.

The Jewish people are a circle. We will endure forever and we will
prosper because when we are all holding hands forming a circle,
whether it be around the bima on Simchat Torah, or around the
Tree of Life in the garden of Eden, we are indestructible.

Being in a circle together with the rest of the Jewish people takes
humility.

It requires that whatever my achievements, | don’t believe that |
am better than you. We all have the potential to be as righteous as
Moshe Rabbeinu. We all have the potential to stand in the garden
of Eden, equidistant to the Tree of Life. Only with humility and
with a focused concentration as to the purpose of life, can |
joyfully interlock my fingers with the Jew to my left and to my
right, ensuring that the circle remains a perfectly closed one.

Our friend, Bradley Ellerine, was a man with many achievements
yet was remarkably humble.

Although he passed away in the prime of his life, he managed, in
the short time allotted to him after making aliyah, to become a
close member in Am Yisrael’s circle.

His dedication to Torah and mitzvot, coupled with his kind deeds,
beautiful personality and humility, endeared him to us all.

Alas, the circle was broken when he passed away and it is our job
to continue his legacy so that we may dance in that perfect circle
once again!
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel

Question: What happens if someone accidentally says “Vetein Tal

U’Matar Livracha” (“Give dew and rain for blessing”) in the Birkat
HaShanim blessing, instead of “Vetein Bracha” (“Give blessing”), before
the proper time to start asking for rain?

Answer: Although we begin mentioning rain (Mashiv Haru’ach U’Morid
Hageshem) on Shemini Atzeret, we don’t actually start asking for rain
until the night of the 7th of Cheshvan. This delay was instituted to
allow the pilgrims who traveled to Jerusalem for Sukkot to return home
without getting caught in the rain.

Even though nowadays we no longer have the mitzvah of aliyah I'regel,
the Talmud (Taanit) tells us that this enactment remained in place even
after the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash. But what if someone made
a mistake and asked for rain right after Shemini Atzeret, before the 7th
of Cheshvan? Does he need to repeat the Amidah? Many leading
halachic authorities—including Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach

Creator of Light - Point for Growth - Parashat Bereishit

Every morning we say in our prayers, “He forms light and creates
darkness.” Not “creates light” — forms light. Because light doesn’t just
appear on its own. It’s built through order, structure, and planning.
Darkness exists naturally, but light takes effort. G-d never said “let
there be darkness” — He said “let there be light.” Light needs fuel,
focus, and purpose. It needs someone to wake up and say: “Today, I’'m
going to create light.”

That’s exactly what we work on every day here at RCK — as a team.
When you look at everything that happened during Elul and Tishrei —
every class, night of learning, tefillah, or kumzitz — it wasn’t magic. It
was planning, organization, and teamwork. It was the creation of light.

This light isn’t just a spiritual idea — it’s a way of life. When a person
manages their life the right way, they become a true creator of light.
How? Start with order. Remove the things in your life that don’t help
you grow, and replace them with things that do. Build a good
environment — people who think ahead, who want to grow, who talk
about responsibility and development. Success is contagious, so choose

For questions: 0584810910

and Rav Ovadia Yosef zt”l—ruled that he does not need to repeat the
prayer. Since it’s already the rainy season, this is not considered a false
request, and nowadays, rain would not cause difficulties for travelers
even if there were pilgrims.

However, this view is considered somewhat novel. Other poskim, such
as the Chazon Ish and Rav Shmuel Wosner zt”l, ruled differently. In
their opinion, since the time to request rain has not yet arrived, the
prayer is considered invalid, and the person must repeat the Amidah if
he already finished it.

Given this significant halachic debate, the practical recommendation is
as follows:

He should not repeat the Amidah as a full obligation (since we are
lenient with doubtful blessings), but it is best to repeat it as a
voluntary prayer (nedavah) or to listen carefully to the repetition of
the Shaliach Tzibbur (chazzan) to fulfill his obligation that way.

your circle wisely. Create a life plan — a yearly vision, monthly goals,
weekly steps, and daily actions. Some days you’ll wake up full of
energy, and some days it’ll be hard to get out of bed — but what keeps
you going is the structure you built. Your discipline, organization, and
consistency are the fuel for your light.

That’s what we aim to do here — to create light through order and
structure. To learn, to pray, to build community, and every day to light
one more small candle, one more act of growth, one more step of
success. Slowly, a puzzle of light, meaning, and stability takes shape.
©§ Weekly Challenge: Take 30 minutes for yourself. Write down what
you want to remove from your life and what you want to bring in
instead. Add order. Create light. Watch how your reality begins to
change. And finally — a big thank you to the amazing RCK - KBA rabbinic
team for your dedication and care. Because of you, our light keeps
shining and spreading further. All of this is inspired by the vision of
Rabbi Dovid Horwitz, the founder of RCK, / ’_\
whose light continues to guide everything we do. L = [

With love, Ben Goldstein, Manager of RCK. )éé/‘
™
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	This week we begin reading the Torah once again by going back to the beginning. The beauty of the Torah is that as many times we have studied the same verses, we can always uncover new insights and new wisdom that we were unaware of the last time around. This is why we rejoice on Simchat Torah. True, we rejoice over completing the reading of the Torah, but we are also rejoicing for the opportunity to start it again, with renewed enthusiasm. Every festival has it’s mitzvah that defines the theme of the day. Pesach has the seder and matzah, Shavuot has staying up all night to receive the Torah, Sukkot has the sukkah and the four species. Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah is considered a separate festival. So what is the central mitzvah through which we commemorate this day? It is circling the bima with the Torah in our arms. The theme of the day is to dance with the Torah in a circle. There is something uniquely Jewish about dancing in circles. Other nations dance in other ways, yet we express our joy by dancing in circles. What is the deeper meaning behind our mode of dancing? I believe the answer can be found in this week’s parsha.  The Torah describes how Hashem created a garden in Eden, which has come to be known as “the Garden of Eden”. This garden represents the highest level of life a human being can aspire to. Hashem planned for Adam to live in this garden in intimate closeness with Him for eternity. The Torah describes how Hashem planted the “Tree of Life” inside of the garden. The language used is “b’toch”, inside. Rashi comments that this means it was in the middle of the garden. Rashi’s comment is all of two words. What was he trying to add to the literal meaning of the verse? The answer is that the word “b’toch” could be referring to any part of the garden. As long as the tree was somewhere in the garden, it was “inside.” By telling us that the tree of life was in the middle of the garden, Rashi is in effect telling us that the garden was a perfect circle! For if the garden was a square, then the tree would not be equidistant to all borders of the garden. Depending on the angle, the tree would not be truly in the middle. Only if the garden were circular, could the tree truly be in the middle.
	The Tree of Life represents a life of servitude to G-d, for true life can only be achieved when we follow His will to the fullest of our abilities. When we dance in circles, we are reminding ourselves that we are dancing around the garden of Eden, with the Tree of Life as our focal point. Another idea we illustrate by dancing in circles is that each and every Jew in that circle is the same distance away from the center as the next. Also, a circle is a closed shape with no beginning and no end. When we finish reading the Torah and then immediately begin anew, we are showing that the Torah has no beginning and no end. It is like a circle. We live it and breath it from the moment we are born until the moment we die, and our children continue this legacy long after we are gone. The Jewish people are a circle. We will endure forever and we will prosper because when we are all holding hands forming a circle, whether it be around the bima on Simchat Torah, or around the Tree of Life in the garden of Eden, we are indestructible. Being in a circle together with the rest of the Jewish people takes humility.  It requires that whatever my achievements, I don’t believe that I am better than you. We all have the potential to be as righteous as Moshe Rabbeinu. We all have the potential to stand in the garden of Eden, equidistant to the Tree of Life. Only with humility and with a focused concentration as to the purpose of life, can I joyfully interlock my fingers with the Jew to my left and to my right, ensuring that the circle remains a perfectly closed one. Our friend, Bradley Ellerine, was a man with many achievements yet was remarkably humble.  Although he passed away in the prime of his life, he managed, in the short time allotted to him after making aliyah, to become a close member in Am Yisrael’s circle.  His dedication to Torah and mitzvot, coupled with his kind deeds,   beautiful personality and humility, endeared him to us all.  Alas, the circle was broken when he passed away and it is our job to continue his legacy so that we may dance in that perfect circle once again!
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	Question: What happens if someone accidentally says “Vetein Tal U’Matar Livracha” (“Give dew and rain for blessing”) in the Birkat HaShanim blessing, instead of “Vetein Bracha” (“Give blessing”), before the proper time to start asking for rain? Answer: Although we begin mentioning rain (Mashiv Haru’ach U’Morid Hageshem) on Shemini Atzeret, we don’t actually start asking for rain until the night of the 7th of Cheshvan. This delay was instituted to allow the pilgrims who traveled to Jerusalem for Sukkot to return home without getting caught in the rain.  Even though nowadays we no longer have the mitzvah of aliyah l’regel, the Talmud (Taanit) tells us that this enactment remained in place even after the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash. But what if someone made a mistake and asked for rain right after Shemini Atzeret, before the 7th of Cheshvan? Does he need to repeat the Amidah? Many leading halachic authorities—including Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
	and Rav Ovadia Yosef zt”l—ruled that he does not need to repeat the prayer. Since it’s already the rainy season, this is not considered a false request, and nowadays, rain would not cause difficulties for travelers even if there were pilgrims. However, this view is considered somewhat novel. Other poskim, such as the Chazon Ish and Rav Shmuel Wosner zt”l, ruled differently. In their opinion, since the time to request rain has not yet arrived, the prayer is considered invalid, and the person must repeat the Amidah if he already finished it. Given this significant halachic debate, the practical recommendation is as follows: He should not repeat the Amidah as a full obligation (since we are lenient with doubtful blessings), but it is best to repeat it as a voluntary prayer (nedavah) or to listen carefully to the repetition of the Shaliach Tzibbur (chazzan) to fulfill his obligation that way.

	Creator of Light – Point for Growth – Parashat Bereishit
	Every morning we say in our prayers, “He forms light and creates darkness.” Not “creates light” – forms light. Because light doesn’t just appear on its own. It’s built through order, structure, and planning. Darkness exists naturally, but light takes effort. G-d never said “let there be darkness” – He said “let there be light.” Light needs fuel, focus, and purpose. It needs someone to wake up and say: “Today, I’m going to create light.” That’s exactly what we work on every day here at RCK – as a team. When you look at everything that happened during Elul and Tishrei – every class, night of learning, tefillah, or kumzitz – it wasn’t magic. It was planning, organization, and teamwork. It was the creation of light. This light isn’t just a spiritual idea – it’s a way of life. When a person manages their life the right way, they become a true creator of light. How? Start with order. Remove the things in your life that don’t help you grow, and replace them with things that do. Build a good environment – people who think ahead, who want to grow, who talk about responsibility and development. Success is contagious, so choose
	your circle wisely. Create a life plan – a yearly vision, monthly goals, weekly steps, and daily actions. Some days you’ll wake up full of energy, and some days it’ll be hard to get out of bed – but what keeps you going is the structure you built. Your discipline, organization, and consistency are the fuel for your light. That’s what we aim to do here – to create light through order and structure. To learn, to pray, to build community, and every day to light one more small candle, one more act of growth, one more step of success. Slowly, a puzzle of light, meaning, and stability takes shape. 👣 Weekly Challenge: Take 30 minutes for yourself. Write down what you want to remove from your life and what you want to bring in instead. Add order. Create light. Watch how your reality begins to change. And finally – a big thank you to the amazing RCK - KBA rabbinic team for your dedication and care. Because of you, our light keeps shining and spreading further. All of this is inspired by the vision of Rabbi Dovid Horwitz, the founder of RCK,   whose light continues to guide everything we do.  With love, Ben Goldstein, Manager of RCK.
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