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“Vayakhel Moshe”, “and Moshe gathered the entire community
of Israel” in order to instruct them of their task to build a
Mishkan, a house, for Hashem’s presence to dwell in. Rashi
explains that this event took place on the day after Yom Kippur,
after Moshe returned from Mount Sinai with the second set of
Tablets containing the Ten Commandments, after the first ones
had been destroyed due to their sin of the golden calf. Until this
point, Hashem had no desire to live amongst the people. He was
angry at them due to the enormity of the sin they had
committed. However, the power of Yom Kippur is great and
Hashem, on that day, told Moshe that He had forgiven them as
Moshe requested!

One would think that the news of their forgiveness would be
cause for celebration. Yom Kippur was the day when the Jewish
people went from being outcasts to being a holy people again.
Yet the very next day, Moshe tasks the people with building a
Mishkan. This Mishkan was exceedingly intricate. The people
needed to donate the raw materials to then fashion them into a
holy Ark, a golden table, a beautiful menorah, an altar, and they
needed to craft the beams, curtains and skins that would create
the structure of the Mishkan. Overnight, the Jewish people
went from absolution and forgiveness, to rolling up their sleeves
to embark on very manual work that lasted a few months until
the task was completed.

We just celebrated Purim last week. Purim is a national holiday
when we take off from our usual work routine, in order to
celebrate with good food, singing and dancing! Our salvation
from death to life was a valid reason to “take the day off” and
enjoy life.

Why then, when we went from spiritual death to life, when
Hashem forgave us our sins on that first Yom Kippur, were we
not given the day off, to eat and drink and be merry? The
opposite occurred! We were given extra work to do the moment
we received our forgiveness! Why is Yom Kippur celebrated by
receiving extra work and yet Purim is celebrated with food and
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The answer is obvious. Purim was a day of physical salvation,
whereas Yom Kippur was a day of spiritual salvation. Hashem
saved our physical lives by thwarting Haman’s plans and
therefore our bodies must rejoice and give thanks to Hashem
for His miraculous intervention.

That first Yom Kippur was when Hashem saved our souls. Had
we not been forgiven for that grievous sin, we would have
ceased to be Hashem’s holy nation. Hashem would have rebuilt
His nation through Moshe, while we would have been spiritually
lost forever. Therefore, we celebrate Yom Kippur with our souls,
not with our bodies.

When we celebrate with our bodies, we give the body “the day
off” to have a bit of fun. Good food, good wine, singing and
dancing is the perfect “spa day” for the body. However, none of
these indulgences are of any use to the soul. Our souls do not
crave these activities whatsoever. What the soul craves is
mitzvot! The soul desires to engage in spiritual work. What
greater pleasure can there be for our souls than to build a
Mishkan, a house, to bring Hashem closer into our lives?!

Yes, the Jewish people deserved “a day off” after receiving
forgiveness on Yom Kippur. The best day off imaginable
occurred that day when Moshe gave us the mission to build a
Mishkan for Hashem. And although it meant two and a half
months of manual work, this was music for our souls and it was
the best reward imaginable.

Perhaps this is why we too find that the days after Yom Kippur
are incredibly busy ones. For we are busy with mitzvot! From
the moment Yom Kippur is over, we busy ourselves with
building the sukkah. The next couple days we are busy buying
the lulav and etrog and preparing for the Yom Tov meals. The
Torah allows us to mimic the busyness that the Jewish people
merited on the day after that first Yom Kippur.

The message is clear. There is no greater privilege or time spent

than performing mitzvot to bring us closer to Hashem!
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	“Vayakhel Moshe”, “and Moshe gathered the entire community of Israel” in order to instruct them of their task to build a Mishkan, a house, for Hashem’s presence to dwell in. Rashi explains that this event took place on the day after Yom Kippur, after Moshe returned from Mount Sinai with the second set of Tablets containing the Ten Commandments, after the first ones had been destroyed due to their sin of the golden calf. Until this point, Hashem had no desire to live amongst the people. He was angry at them due to the enormity of the sin they had committed. However, the power of Yom Kippur is great and Hashem, on that day, told Moshe that He had forgiven them as Moshe requested! One would think that the news of their forgiveness would be cause for celebration. Yom Kippur was the day when the Jewish people went from being outcasts to being a holy people again. Yet the very next day, Moshe tasks the people with building a Mishkan. This Mishkan was exceedingly intricate. The people needed to donate the raw materials to then fashion them into a holy Ark, a golden table, a beautiful menorah, an altar, and they needed to craft the beams, curtains and skins that would create the structure of the Mishkan. Overnight, the Jewish people went from absolution and forgiveness, to rolling up their sleeves to embark on very manual work that lasted a few months until the task was completed. We just celebrated Purim last week. Purim is a national holiday when we take off from our usual work routine, in order to celebrate with good food, singing and dancing! Our salvation from death to life was a valid reason to “take the day off” and enjoy life. Why then, when we went from spiritual death to life, when Hashem forgave us our sins on that first Yom Kippur, were we not given the day off, to eat and drink and be merry? The opposite occurred! We were given extra work to do the moment we received our forgiveness! Why is Yom Kippur celebrated by receiving extra work and yet Purim is celebrated with food and
	cheer? The answer is obvious. Purim was a day of physical salvation, whereas Yom Kippur was a day of spiritual salvation. Hashem saved our physical lives by thwarting Haman’s plans and therefore our bodies must rejoice and give thanks to Hashem for His miraculous intervention.  That first Yom Kippur was when Hashem saved our souls. Had we not been forgiven for that grievous sin, we would have ceased to be Hashem’s holy nation. Hashem would have rebuilt His nation through Moshe, while we would have been spiritually lost forever. Therefore, we celebrate Yom Kippur with our souls, not with our bodies. When we celebrate with our bodies, we give the body “the day off” to have a bit of fun. Good food, good wine, singing and dancing is the perfect “spa day” for the body. However, none of these indulgences are of any use to the soul. Our souls do not crave these activities whatsoever. What the soul craves is mitzvot! The soul desires to engage in spiritual work. What greater pleasure can there be for our souls than to build a Mishkan, a house, to bring Hashem closer into our lives?! Yes, the Jewish people deserved “a day off” after receiving forgiveness on Yom Kippur. The best day off imaginable occurred that day when Moshe gave us the mission to build a Mishkan for Hashem. And although it meant two and a half months of manual work, this was music for our souls and it was the best reward imaginable. Perhaps this is why we too find that the days after Yom Kippur are incredibly busy ones. For we are busy with mitzvot! From the moment Yom Kippur is over, we busy ourselves with building the sukkah. The next couple days we are busy buying the lulav and etrog and preparing for the Yom Tov meals. The Torah allows us to mimic the busyness that the Jewish people merited on the day after that first Yom Kippur.  The message is clear. There is no greater privilege or time spent than performing mitzvot to bring us closer to Hashem!
	✨ Kimcha DePischa – Giving from the Heart! ✨ As Pesach approaches, let’s fulfill the mitzvah of Kimcha DePischa, providing essentials for families in need to celebrate a joyful, dignified Seder. On the night we celebrate freedom and unity, let’s ensure no one is left behind. 💡 When we give from the heart, we invite joy and blessings into our lives. 📲 Scan the barcode to donate now! Chag Kasher V’Sameach from RCK! 🌸🍷🍞
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