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This week’s parsha tells the story of Moshe arriving at a burning bush,
where Hashem gave him his marching papers to go to Paroah and free
the Jews from slavery. We find Moshe arguing with Hashem over
accepting the job. Moshe claimed he wasn’t a man of words or a born
rebuffed all Moshe,
unwilling to surrender, said to Hashem, “Please send the one who You

leader. Hashem of Moshe’s concerns, until
usually send.” At that point, Hashem got angry at Moshe for refusing
the job and told Moshe that “Aharon your brother will also be with you
and he will be happy in his heart.”

From Hashem’s response, we see what was truly bothering Moshe all
along. Moshe wasn’t trying to shirk his duties because he was lazy or
scared or lacking in self-confidence. Rather, he was worried about
Aharon feeling slighted, having been overlooked for the job. To this,
Hashem replies that Aharon will not be upset. Just the opposite! He will
rejoice in Moshe’s success!

The sensitivity that Moshe had for his brother is truly remarkable.
Hashem came to Moshe, offering him the jackpot of all jackpots! He
offered him the opportunity to be His faithful shepherd, to save the
Jewish people, and yet Moshe was willing to throw it all away if
Aharon’s feelings would be hurt.

Rashi tells us that Moshe had refused Hashem’s offer for seven days!
For seven days Moshe argued with Hashem, yet Hashem did not give up
on him. Even when Hashem’s patience “ran out” and He became angry
at Moshe, He did not take away the job and give it to Aharon. He held
the job for Moshe until he finally accepted it.

Let’s contrast this to the episode that happened at the beginning of the
burning bush scene. Moshe sees a bush that is on fire but not being
consumed and he starts to walk towards it.

Hashem calls out to him to remove his shoes because the ground is
holy. Moshe removes his shoes and quickly looks away because he does
not wish to gaze upon Hashem. Much later, after they left Egypt, came
to Har Sinai and sinned with the golden calf, there was an incident
where Moshe wanted to see Hashem’s presence. Hashem told him that
he can only see Hashem’s “back” and not his “front.” Hashem
explained, “When | wanted to show Myself to you at the burning bush,
you did not want. Now that you want to see Me, | do not want to show
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We are told Moshe Rabeinu was chosen to lead the Jewish people
because of his great sensitivity, open heart and ability to feel others’
pain. As he grows up in Pharaoh’s palace, Moshe finds himself outside

Seeing with One’s Heart Parshas Shemos

Rabbi Yosef Postelnek

watching his fellow Jews hard at work. The Pasuk (Shemos 2:11)
describes: ’DN7101 ,X1 — he saw their burdens.” Rashi, citing the
Medrish, writes: “0n'2v 1X'n Ni'N7 1221 113'V N1 — he focused his eyes and
his heart to be distressed over them.” At its most basic level, the phrase
“N1!1 — he saw’’ means that Moshe Rabeinu saw and witnessed their
suffering. But in actuality, he didn’t just see their suffering, he was
moved and distressed by the Jewish nation’s miserable experience.
What his eyes saw, his heart felt.

Interestingly, the Hebrew word “to see” (nNX1) appears in an episode
earlier in Moshe’s life. When his mother, Yocheved, was no longer able
to protect Moshe by hiding him at home, she placed him in a basket into
the Nile. As Moshe floats through the river and reeds, the daughter of
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When we compare these two episodes, we find it strange. Hashem was
so patient with Moshe as he refused the job of savior, for seven days,
yet Hashem did not turn against him. But because Moshe hesitated and
turned away from the opportunity of “seeing Hashem” at the burning
bush, Hashem was no longer in the mood to show him. Why was
Hashem so tolerant of Moshe’s refusing the job, but so intolerant of
Moshe not wanting to see Him when he first had the chance?

| would like to suggest two ideas that will help us answer this question.
Hashem was tolerant of Moshe’s stubbornness because it stemmed
from his incredible sensitivity toward his brother Aharon. When
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brotherly love is driving a person’s “refusal” to abide by Hashem’s will,
Hashem is more tolerant of it.

Case in point. The Jewish people were guilty of terrible sins in the
times of King Achav, yet the people won all of their battles against
their enemies because there was love and unity among the people.
This explains why Hashem held the job open for Moshe, despite Moshe
rebuffing Him for so long.

But why was Hashem so unforgiving of Moshe when he looked away at
the burning bush? Hashem was teaching Moshe that when it comes to
one’s own spiritual growth, magical moments are fleeting. If the
opportunity is not seized the moment it becomes available, it can fall
through one’s grasp in the blink of an eye. Moshe had an opportunity
to receive an amazing gift from Hashem! He needed to grab it the
second it became available.

Hashem wasn’t punishing Moshe when He refused Moshe’s request to
“see” Him. He was teaching him a life lesson.

When it comes to spiritual matters, one must act quick or the
opportunity can be lost!

If we don’t grab the mitzvah the moment it becomes available, because
we are not in the mood or too tired, it may no longer be around by the
time we are in the mood to do it.

Mitzvot and moments of spiritual achievements must be grabbed
quickly before they disappear on us. To grab whatever spiritual
moments we can, and to love our fellow Jew, that is the recipe to
become a true servant of G-d!

Pharaoh is the first to find him. “ 02 W3-nanl, T2:0-NX 1NXIAL NAINI
1'72v 7bnni-he opened [the basket] and saw the child, and he was

crying, and she had compassion on him.” Seemingly, a more appropriate
phrase could have been “she saw him and heard his crying”, yet the
Torah seems to emphasize INXINI — she saw.

Rabbi Mordechai Ilan (Av Beis Din in Tel Aviv in the 1900s) suggests Bas
Pharaoh heard something more than the cries of a child. Through his
sobs, she saw the grief of a mother leaving her child and the suffering of
an enslaved nation. It’s certainly no surprise that the Gemara (Sota 13b)
teaches us she converted to Judaism. Similar to Moshe Rabeinu, Bas
Pharaoh opened her eyes and her heart to the pain of others.

We may not be leaders of an entire Jewish nation or daughters drawing
babies out of water, but we all have that same potential to look at the
world with eyes that discern and hearts that feel. Hashem should help
us open our eyes and hearts to see others’ needs, sense their pain, and
to know when and how to help.

Have an amazing Shabbos!
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Question: We are traveling abroad and will be staying in a hotel over
Shabbos. The room is opened with a magnetic key card that you place
near the door to unlock it. Is it permitted to use this card on
Shabbos?

Using a magnetic key card on Shabbos is not permitted, just
like other electrical actions that are forbidden on Shabbos. Some
halachic authorities consider this a Torah-level prohibition, while
others see it as a rabbinic prohibition. In any case, the accepted
halacha is that there is no allowance to use the card on Shabbos as
one would during the week.

Therefore, a Shabbos-friendly solution must be arranged. Common
options include:

a) Some hotels can provide a regular mechanical key—this is the best
option.

b) If that is not possible, one may ask a non-Jew to open the door. In
this case, it is important to limit leaving the room to what is
necessary, such as going to tefillah and Shabbos meals.

c) Another option is to arrange that the door latch does not lock,
though this means the room will not be locked when you are out.

It is also important to note that in most cities abroad there is no eruyv,
so carrying anything on Shabbos—including the key card or key—is
generally forbidden.

Planning ahead before Shabbos can help avoid these issues and
ensure a peaceful and halachically proper Shabbos.

Moshe Rabbeinu Is Not the Savior
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi { ;

B BN

“A man from the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi.”
That is how the Torah describes the birth of Moshe Rabbeinu.

No names. No titles. No status.

A father is just “a man.” A mother is simply “a daughter of Levi.”

But Chazal tell us the reality was very different.

Amram was the leader of the generation. According to the Rambam,
his spiritual level in Egypt was similar to Moshe’s later level in the
desert. Yocheved gave birth to Moshe at the age of 130. When
Moshe was born, the house filled with light. Miriam had already
prophesied that the redeemer would come from this match. This
was not an ordinary home.

And yet, everything is hidden.

The Torah presents it as if this were a simple marriage in Goshen.
This is intentional. Even in the Haggadah, where we would expect
Moshe to stand at the center, he is barely mentioned. This is a clear
pattern.

Why?

When Moshe announces that redemption is near, hope bursts forth.
After years of slavery, faith awakens. But when Moshe confronts
Pharaoh, the situation only worsens.
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The labor becomes harsher, despair deepens, until Moshe himself
cries out, “Why did You send me?” Only then does everything
change. The plagues begin, and Egypt breaks.

Did it have to happen this way?

Hope given — and then shattered?

This is the core message of the Exodus.

A simple lesson of faith: even when everything seems closed,
Hashem can appear and save — because you matter to Him.

The story could have become one of a nation led by a heroic figure.
If told that way, Moshe could have been seen as the savior. That is
why the Torah hides him from the start. That is why he is almost
absent at the Seder.

Because the story is not about a great man — it is about Hashem.
Even after Moshe stands before Pharaoh, one might think: look what
happens when a great person steps in. Only when it becomes clear
can bring
redemption, does Hashem say: “Now you will see what | will do to
Pharaoh.”

So there is no mistake.

Redemption does not come from human strength,

but from Hashem alone.

that no human — not even Moshe Rabbeinu —

As long as we have something else to lean on, we lean on it.
Only when that support breaks do we discover Who is truly holding
us. And then redemption can appear.
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	This week’s parsha tells the story of Moshe arriving at a burning bush, where Hashem gave him his marching papers to go to Paroah and free the Jews from slavery. We find Moshe arguing with Hashem over accepting the job. Moshe claimed he wasn’t a man of words or a born  leader. Hashem rebuffed all of Moshe’s concerns, until Moshe, unwilling to surrender, said to Hashem, “Please send the one who You usually send.” At that point, Hashem got angry at Moshe for refusing the job and told Moshe that “Aharon your brother will also be with you and he will be happy in his heart.” From Hashem’s response, we see what was truly bothering Moshe all along. Moshe wasn’t trying to shirk his duties because he was lazy or scared or lacking in self-confidence. Rather, he was worried about Aharon feeling slighted, having been overlooked for the job. To this, Hashem replies that Aharon will not be upset. Just the opposite! He will rejoice in Moshe’s success! The sensitivity that Moshe had for his brother is truly remarkable. Hashem came to Moshe, offering him the jackpot of all jackpots! He offered him the opportunity to be His faithful shepherd, to save the Jewish people, and yet Moshe was willing to throw it all away if Aharon’s feelings would be hurt. Rashi tells us that Moshe had refused Hashem’s offer for seven days! For seven days Moshe argued with Hashem, yet Hashem did not give up on him. Even when Hashem’s patience “ran out” and He became angry at Moshe, He did not take away the job and give it to Aharon. He held the job for Moshe until he finally accepted it.  Let’s contrast this to the episode that happened at the beginning of the burning bush scene. Moshe sees a bush that is on fire but not being consumed and he starts to walk towards it.  Hashem calls out to him to remove his shoes because the ground is holy. Moshe removes his shoes and quickly looks away because he does not wish to gaze upon Hashem. Much later, after they left Egypt, came to Har Sinai and sinned with the golden calf, there was an incident where Moshe wanted to see Hashem’s presence. Hashem told him that he can only see Hashem’s “back” and not his “front.” Hashem explained, “When I wanted to show Myself to you at the burning bush, you did not want. Now that you want to see Me, I do not want to show
	you.” When we compare these two episodes, we find it strange. Hashem was so patient with Moshe as he refused the job of savior, for seven days, yet Hashem did not turn against him. But because Moshe hesitated and turned away from the opportunity of “seeing Hashem” at the burning bush, Hashem was no longer in the mood to show him. Why was Hashem so tolerant of Moshe’s refusing the job, but so intolerant of Moshe not wanting to see Him when he first had the chance? I would like to suggest two ideas that will help us answer this question. Hashem was tolerant of Moshe’s stubbornness because it stemmed from his incredible sensitivity toward his brother Aharon. When brotherly love is driving a person’s “refusal” to abide by Hashem’s will, Hashem is more tolerant of it. Case in point. The Jewish people were guilty of terrible sins in the times of King Achav, yet the people won all of their battles against their enemies because there was love and unity among the people. This explains why Hashem held the job open for Moshe, despite Moshe rebuffing Him for so long. But why was Hashem so unforgiving of Moshe when he looked away at the burning bush? Hashem was teaching Moshe that when it comes to one’s own spiritual growth, magical moments are fleeting. If the opportunity is not seized the moment it becomes available, it can fall through one’s grasp in the blink of an eye. Moshe had an opportunity to receive an amazing gift from Hashem! He needed to grab it the second it became available.  Hashem wasn’t punishing Moshe when He refused Moshe’s request to “see” Him. He was teaching him a life lesson.  When it comes to spiritual matters, one must act quick or the opportunity can be lost!  If we don’t grab the mitzvah the moment it becomes available, because we are not in the mood or too tired, it may no longer be around by the time we are in the mood to do it. Mitzvot and moments of spiritual achievements must be grabbed quickly before they disappear on us. To grab whatever spiritual moments we can, and to love our fellow Jew, that is the recipe to become a true servant of G-d!
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