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The Gemara in Rosh Hashana describes how the world is judged four
times a year for different things. We are being judged for grain on
Pesach, for the fruit of the trees on Shavuot, for water on Sukkot and
on Rosh Hashana, all humanity is judged. The gemara draws a
common theme from the first three judgments, namely, that we
bring, as a sacrifice, the very thing that we are being judged on.
Pesach we bring the Omer, a barley offering. Shavuot we bring wheat
bread, as some say that wheat used to grow on trees in the Garden of
Eden, and we bring water on Sukkot since we are being judged for
water. By bringing these sacrifices, we are showing Hashem that we
do not take these items for granted. By bringing Hashem wheat,
barley and water, we are admitting to Him that He is the source of
our sustenance. The more we ingrain into ourselves the idea that our
livelihood comes from Hashem and not from the strength of our own
hand, He is inclined to bless us with bounty and success.

According to the above formula, we should conclude regarding Rosh
Hashana, that since it is mankind that is being judged for life and
death, we should offer our very selves as a sacrifice as we are the
subjects of the judgment! Yet the gemara does not arrive at this
conclusion. The gemara seemingly departs from the standard formula
and gives us a new one. Hashem tells us, “Say before Me, Malchuyot
(Kingship), Zichronot (Remembrences), and Shofarot. Recite verses of
Kingship so that you may crown Me over you. Recite verses of
Remembrences so that | may remember you for the good. And how,
through the Shofar.” The question is, is the gemara truly deviating
from it’s usual formula due to the fact that Hashem does not allow for
human sacrifices, or does this ritual of Malchuyot, Zichronot and
Shofarot somehow align with the old formula.

| believe that the standard formula applies here as well. As by the
other days of judgment, since our lives are the being judged for good

on Rosh Hashana, we are meant to be sacrificing ourselves to
Hashem. True, Hashem does not want human sacrifice in the literal
sense of the word for Hashem does not desire the death, even of the
wicked, let alone that of the tzaddik. Rather, Hashem wants us to live
a life of sacrifice. He wants to see that we are prepared to live with
the recognition that just like our barley, wheat and water come from
Him, so too are we and our very existence dependant on Hashem.
How do we affirm our belief that our lives are constantly being
maintained and supported by Hashem? We do so by pledging our
allegiance to Him. And how do we pledge our allegiance to Him? By
reciting the verses of Malchuyot, Zichronot and Shofarot.

Our job on Rosh Hashana is to pray the Mussaf prayer with the
utmost concentration, paying attention to the words that we are
saying. As we recite the words of Kingship, we must declare ourselves
servants of Hashem, our only desire to serve Him better than we did
last year. We ask Hashem to remember the good that we have done
and to “overlook” the bad, and we blow the shofar and long for
redemption so that we may bask in the beauty of Hashem’s revealed
presence. If we truly desire to serve Hashem with all of our heart and
soul, and we proudly proclaim Hashem as the one true King, and we
blow the shofar, the special trumpet of the King, then Hashem will
consider it as if we have sacrificed ourselves to Him in the fullest
sense of the word, without physically martyring ourselves.

If Hashem sees the sincerity we put into the words of mussaf, then
be’ezrat Hashem, He will gladly give us another year of life, blessing,
health and prosperity, together with, G-d willing, everlasting peace
and redemption!

May the triumpth of our successful Rosh Hashana bring a speedy end
to our troubles, and may we see our hostages and soldiers return

home safely!

“More Than Just Counting Sheep”

Rabbi Yisroel Zaslow
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| can explain it in six words: on Rosh Hashanah we are judged. Yet
Chazal chose a far more evocative way to describe the nature of the
day: “(.n' nawn wKI) “.1NN 11212 11197 [M21V 071UN 'NA %2 NIwn WKL
“On Rosh Hashanah everyone passes before Hashem [to be judged]
like sheep.”

The fact that we are judged is apparently insufficient to capture the
full gravity of the day. Chazal frame it with an image—the mashal of
sheep passing before a shepherd—so that we not only understand it,
but also feel the emotional weight of what is taking place.

The question is: what exactly is the symbolism of sheep passing the
staff meant to evoke? If Chazal’s only goal was to convey that each
individual is judged carefully, they could have chosen many other
metaphors—a jeweler examining gems, a merchant inspecting his
produce, or even a king reviewing his soldiers. Why do they
specifically choose sheep? Rav Aryeh Lebowitz quotes Rav Ahron
Friedman, who offers a beautiful idea.

When a shepherd counts his
sheep, he does so twice:

once when they go out to the
field, and once when they return.
But the two countings are not

the same. The first time,

he checks whether the sheep appear fit and strong enough for the
journey ahead. The second time, he examines how they returned—did
they make it back in good condition? So too, Hashem counts us on
Rosh Hashanah. He looks at us as we “return” after a long, eventful
year: how do we appear? Did we use our time wisely? Did we act with
selflessness? Did we make a Kiddush Hashem? Then He counts us
again, but this time with the year ahead in mind: what do we need for
the journey before us? Do we need health? More resources? Greater
abilities? Rosh Hashanah is therefore a day of mixed emotions.

On the one hand, there is awe and fear since we are being judged.

But at the same time, there is joy since it is our Father who is judging
us. We feel humbled by our past mistakes, but hopeful that our loving
Shepherd will entrust us with everything we need to serve Him with

simcha in the coming year.
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Ask the Rabbi  Rosh Beit Midrash: Rabbi Shabtai Yogel
Q: Is a woman allowed to remove makeup on Shabbat or Yom Tov?

A: Removing facial makeup is permitted on Shabbat and Yom Tov (as
long as there is no concern of squeezing liquid). However, regarding
eye makeup, one should ideally remove it in an unusual way (for
example, with the weaker hand). Still, those who remove it in the
regular way have opinions to rely on.

Explanation: The rabbis of our generation debated whether nail polish
remover is permitted on Shabbat. Some hold that since “painting”
(tzove’a) is a forbidden act on Shabbat, removing color might also be
included. Others, like Rav Nissim Karelitz zt”l, argue that there is no
prohibition of “undoing coloring,” so removing polish is allowed. Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l, however, compared it to erasing in
order to rewrite, and therefore held it should be prohibited if the
purpose is to recolor.

The same debate applies to makeup. According to Rav Nissim Karelitz
zt”l, removing makeup is allowed, while Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
zt”l was stricter. The sefer Orchos Shabbos rules leniently, while
Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchasa tends to be more strict about nail polish.

The practical ruling suggested is this: since facial makeup doesn’t last
long, it is only a rabbinic issue, so we can rely on the lenient opinions
and allow its removal. Eye makeup, however, often lasts longer, so one
should be stricter and remove it in an unusual way. Another reason to
be strict is that the Rambam held that eye coloring is prohibited
because of “writing” (not “coloring”), which would make its removal a
form of “erasing.”
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Wishing a sweet and joyful new year to our
, /& amazing community! g
. ' We love you - The RCK Team
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When Tears Turned to Joy at the Water Gate
Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi

One of the most defining moments in Jewish history happened on Rosh
Hashana. Nechemiah describes how the people, newly returned to the
Land, gathered at the Water Gate in Jerusalem. Ezra the Scribe stood
on a high platform with a Sefer Torah in his hands and began to read.
But this was not just a technical recitation. It was Torah taught with
explanation — “clearly explained, giving understanding.” The Levites
spread out to help the people grasp the meaning. From morning until
midday the nation stood, thirsty for the word of Hashem.

Suddenly, tears broke out. The people realized how far they had
strayed from Torah. At first it seemed uplifting — Jews crying from awe
on Rosh Hashana. But Ezra, Nechemiah, and the Levites silenced them:
“Do not mourn and do not weep, for the day is holy to Hashem. Do not
be sad, for the joy of Hashem is your strength.” The tears turned to joy,
because they now understood the true message: Rosh Hashana is not a
day of sorrow, but of joyful trust. The Malbim explains that Ezra likely
read about the Day of Judgment. The people saw their spiritual
weakness — intermarriage, Shabbat desecration — and despaired. But
Ezra taught: not fasting, not sadness, but joy with faith.

For questions: 0584810910 @
Q: On Rosh Hashana or other prayers,
may one cover his face with the machzor
(prayer book) to help concentrate?

A: Yes, it is allowed.

Explanation: The halacha teaches that we may not use holy books for
personal benefit — for example, to shield from sun or rain. Some
poskim also mention not using a siddur to hide oneself so others won’t
see what he is doing. That might lead someone to think that covering
the face with a siddur is also forbidden.

But this comparison is incorrect. In those cases, the person is using the
siddur for a non-holy, personal need. In our case, the covering is done
for the sake of prayer and concentration — which is itself a mitzvah. In
fact, women have been doing this for generations, and it is perfectly
acceptable. The Mishnah Berurah quotes the Sh’lah who observed that
pious people would place their siddur in front of their face during the
repetition of the Amidah so they would not be distracted, and this was
praised. Clearly, if the purpose is to concentrate on prayer, it is not
only permitted, it is proper.
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“Eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, for the day is holy.” The
strength of the day is trust in Hashem. This same pattern appears in
the Mussaf prayer. Zichronos describes judgment with great severity:
“Who to the sword, who to peace, who to famine, who to plenty...” It
naturally stirs fear. But then comes the shift: “Happy is the one who
does not forget You... those who seek You will never stumble, those
who take refuge in You will never be shamed.” Just like in Nechemiah
— after the fear comes reassurance. The right response is trust in
Hashem.

The essence of Rosh Hashana is crowning Hashem as King. On the
surface, this means accepting His authority and mitzvot. But on a
deeper level: why do people even want a king? The Belgians chose
Leopold because they wanted a leader who would protect and guide
them. So too, when we crown Hashem, we declare our faith that He
truly cares for us. He is “the King of Israel and its Redeemer.” May we
crown Him with love —and may He, in turn, judge us with mercy.
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	The Gemara in Rosh Hashana describes how the world is judged four times a year for different things. We are being judged for grain on Pesach, for the fruit of the trees on Shavuot, for water on Sukkot and on Rosh Hashana, all humanity is judged. The gemara draws a common theme from the first three judgments, namely, that we bring, as a sacrifice, the very thing that we are being judged on. Pesach we bring the Omer, a barley offering. Shavuot we bring wheat bread, as some say that wheat used to grow on trees in the Garden of Eden, and we bring water on Sukkot since we are being judged for water. By bringing these sacrifices, we are showing Hashem that we do not take these items for granted. By bringing Hashem wheat, barley and water, we are admitting to Him that He is the source of our sustenance. The more we ingrain into ourselves the idea that our livelihood comes from Hashem and not from the strength of our own hand, He is inclined to bless us with bounty and success. According to the above formula, we should conclude regarding Rosh Hashana, that since it is mankind that is being judged for life and death, we should offer our very selves as a sacrifice as we are the subjects of the judgment! Yet the gemara does not arrive at this conclusion. The gemara seemingly departs from the standard formula and gives us a new one. Hashem tells us, “Say before Me, Malchuyot (Kingship), Zichronot (Remembrences), and Shofarot. Recite verses of Kingship so that you may crown Me over you. Recite verses of Remembrences so that I may remember you for the good. And how, through the Shofar.” The question is, is the gemara truly deviating from it’s usual formula due to the fact that Hashem does not allow for human sacrifices, or does this ritual of Malchuyot, Zichronot and Shofarot somehow align with the old formula. I believe that the standard formula applies here as well. As by the other days of judgment, since our lives are the being judged for good
	on Rosh Hashana, we are meant to be sacrificing ourselves to Hashem. True, Hashem does not want human sacrifice in the literal sense of the word for Hashem does not desire the death, even of the wicked, let alone that of the tzaddik. Rather, Hashem wants us to live a life of sacrifice. He wants to see that we are prepared to live with the recognition that just like our barley, wheat and water come from Him, so too are we and our very existence dependant on Hashem.  How do we affirm our belief that our lives are constantly being maintained and supported by Hashem? We do so by pledging our allegiance to Him. And how do we pledge our allegiance to Him? By reciting the verses of Malchuyot, Zichronot and Shofarot. Our job on Rosh Hashana is to pray the Mussaf prayer with the utmost concentration, paying attention to the words that we are saying. As we recite the words of Kingship, we must declare ourselves servants of Hashem, our only desire to serve Him better than we did last year. We ask Hashem to remember the good that we have done and to “overlook” the bad, and we blow the shofar and long for redemption so that we may bask in the beauty of Hashem’s revealed presence. If we truly desire to serve Hashem with all of our heart and soul, and we proudly proclaim Hashem as the one true King, and we  blow the shofar, the special trumpet of the King, then Hashem will consider it as if we have sacrificed ourselves to Him in the fullest sense of the word, without physically martyring ourselves. If Hashem sees the sincerity we put into the words of mussaf, then be’ezrat Hashem, He will gladly give us another year of life, blessing, health and prosperity, together with, G-d willing, everlasting peace and redemption!  May the triumpth of our successful Rosh Hashana bring a speedy end to our troubles, and may we see our hostages and soldiers return home safely!
	When a shepherd counts his  sheep, he does so twice:  once when they go out to the  field, and once when they return.  But the two countings are not the same. The first time, he checks whether the sheep appear fit and strong enough for the journey ahead. The second time, he examines how they returned—did they make it back in good condition? So too, Hashem counts us on Rosh Hashanah. He looks at us as we “return” after a long, eventful year: how do we appear? Did we use our time wisely? Did we act with selflessness? Did we make a Kiddush Hashem? Then He counts us again, but this time with the year ahead in mind: what do we need for the journey before us? Do we need health? More resources? Greater abilities? Rosh Hashanah is therefore a day of mixed emotions.  On the one hand, there is awe and fear since we are being judged.  But at the same time, there is joy since it is our Father who is judging us. We feel humbled by our past mistakes, but hopeful that our loving Shepherd will entrust us with everything we need to serve Him with simcha in the coming year.
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	For questions:
	Q: Is a woman allowed to remove makeup on Shabbat or Yom Tov? A: Removing facial makeup is permitted on Shabbat and Yom Tov (as long as there is no concern of squeezing liquid). However, regarding eye makeup, one should ideally remove it in an unusual way (for example, with the weaker hand). Still, those who remove it in the regular way have opinions to rely on. Explanation: The rabbis of our generation debated whether nail polish remover is permitted on Shabbat. Some hold that since “painting” (tzove’a) is a forbidden act on Shabbat, removing color might also be included. Others, like Rav Nissim Karelitz zt”l, argue that there is no prohibition of “undoing coloring,” so removing polish is allowed. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l, however, compared it to erasing in order to rewrite, and therefore held it should be prohibited if the purpose is to recolor. The same debate applies to makeup. According to Rav Nissim Karelitz zt”l, removing makeup is allowed, while Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l was stricter. The sefer Orchos Shabbos rules leniently, while Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchasa tends to be more strict about nail polish. The practical ruling suggested is this: since facial makeup doesn’t last long, it is only a rabbinic issue, so we can rely on the lenient opinions and allow its removal. Eye makeup, however, often lasts longer, so one should be stricter and remove it in an unusual way. Another reason to be strict is that the Rambam held that eye coloring is prohibited because of “writing” (not “coloring”), which would make its removal a form of “erasing.”
	Q: On Rosh Hashana or other prayers,  may one cover his face with the machzor (prayer book) to help concentrate? A: Yes, it is allowed. Explanation: The halacha teaches that we may not use holy books for personal benefit – for example, to shield from sun or rain. Some poskim also mention not using a siddur to hide oneself so others won’t see what he is doing. That might lead someone to think that covering the face with a siddur is also forbidden. But this comparison is incorrect. In those cases, the person is using the siddur for a non-holy, personal need. In our case, the covering is done for the sake of prayer and concentration – which is itself a mitzvah. In fact, women have been doing this for generations, and it is perfectly acceptable. The Mishnah Berurah quotes the Sh’lah who observed that pious people would place their siddur in front of their face during the repetition of the Amidah so they would not be distracted, and this was praised. Clearly, if the purpose is to concentrate on prayer, it is not only permitted, it is proper.
	Life has ups and downs. Some days you feel inspired. Other days—you just need a spark. Boost2Go is your daily boost: One powerful minute of Torah and motivation from RCK’s Rabbis. Real. Uplifting. Global. Join us – scan the QR code and grow with us.

	Wishing a sweet and joyful new year to our amazing community! We love you – The RCK Team
	When Tears Turned to Joy at the Water Gate
	Rabbi Moshe Ariel Margi
	One of the most defining moments in Jewish history happened on Rosh Hashana. Nechemiah describes how the people, newly returned to the Land, gathered at the Water Gate in Jerusalem. Ezra the Scribe stood on a high platform with a Sefer Torah in his hands and began to read. But this was not just a technical recitation. It was Torah taught with explanation – “clearly explained, giving understanding.” The Levites spread out to help the people grasp the meaning. From morning until midday the nation stood, thirsty for the word of Hashem. Suddenly, tears broke out. The people realized how far they had strayed from Torah. At first it seemed uplifting – Jews crying from awe on Rosh Hashana. But Ezra, Nechemiah, and the Levites silenced them: “Do not mourn and do not weep, for the day is holy to Hashem. Do not be sad, for the joy of Hashem is your strength.” The tears turned to joy, because they now understood the true message: Rosh Hashana is not a day of sorrow, but of joyful trust. The Malbim explains that Ezra likely read about the Day of Judgment. The people saw their spiritual weakness – intermarriage, Shabbat desecration – and despaired. But Ezra taught: not fasting, not sadness, but joy with faith.
	“Eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, for the day is holy.” The strength of the day is trust in Hashem. This same pattern appears in the Mussaf prayer. Zichronos describes judgment with great severity: “Who to the sword, who to peace, who to famine, who to plenty…” It naturally stirs fear. But then comes the shift: “Happy is the one who does not forget You… those who seek You will never stumble, those who take refuge in You will never be shamed.” Just like in Nechemiah – after the fear comes reassurance. The right response is trust in Hashem. The essence of Rosh Hashana is crowning Hashem as King. On the surface, this means accepting His authority and mitzvot. But on a deeper level: why do people even want a king? The Belgians chose Leopold because they wanted a leader who would protect and guide them. So too, when we crown Hashem, we declare our faith that He truly cares for us. He is “the King of Israel and its Redeemer.” May we crown Him with love – and may He, in turn, judge us with mercy.
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