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The Torah at the end of Ki Tisa describes how when Moshe came
down with the second Luchot on the day of Yom Kippur, the day when
Hashem finally forgave the people for the sin of the Golden Calf, his
face was shining brilliantly. There were rays of light protruding from
his face, to the degree that the people were in awe of him. From that
time on, he would wear a mask to conceal this light and only reveal
his face when speaking to and relaying the word of G-d. The question
is what was it that caused his face to shine?

The Sages write how Moshe, after writing the Torah, had a bit of ink
left in his quill which he inadvertently wiped across his face. It was the
extra ink on his face from which the rays of light emanated. The
question is, how could Hashem have given Moshe more ink than he
actually needed? We would not expect excess ink of G-d to be left
over after the Torah was written. Did Hashem over estimate the
amount of ink Moshe would need to write a Sefer Torah?

There are at least two answers to this question. One is from this
week’s Parsha of Vayikra. The Baal HaTurim points out how the aleph
at the end of the word Vayikra was written small. The term Vayikra is
a term of endearment. It described Hashem’s love for Moshe. Moshe,
in his incredible humility, did not want to write such words about
himself so he begged Hashem to allow him to write Vayikar without
an aleph. Hashem insisted he write it with an aleph. Moshe could not
bring himself to write a full size aleph so he wrote it small, because in
his eyes, he too was small. This accounted for the extra ink in the
quill, from which emanated his rays of light.

Another approach is found in Parshat Be’ha’alotcha where it states
how “Moshe was the humblest of all men.” The word humble is
normally spelled ayin, nun, yud, vav, yet the letter yud is missing as it
appears in the Torah. Again, Moshe could not bring himself to write
how humble he was. Because Hashem insisted that he write it, he
wrote it but without the yud. In his humility, he was simply not
capable of writing the word in its complete form. As such, he had
extra ink remaining in his quill that he wiped on his face, creating the
rays of light.

Hashem relates to us midda k’negged midda, measure for measure. It
seems ironic then, that Moshe’s reward for his incredible humility was
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to have glorious light shining from his face! The humble person
doesn’t seek the limelight, he prefers to stay hidden in the shadows,
so why would Hashem literally shine the spotlight on Moshe to the
degree that the people were in awe of him!? Now the people will
certainly see how great Moshe was, the opposite of what a truly
humble person wants!

The answer | believe is that the rays of light were not for Moshe’s
benefit but for the people’s. Hashem wanted to show the people
what true greatness looks like. Greatness does not stem from the
amount of Torah a person knows, but from character. True greatness
comes from, of all traits, humility. It is the person who shys away
from the spotlight that people gravitate towards. The person who is
arrogant and “full of himself” may think himself as great, but others
don’t. Not only are we not drawn to such a person, we are actually
repelled by him.

Moshe, the more humble he became, the brighter the light he gave
off to others, for it is the humble man who inspires others to be
great. Perhaps this is why the medrash says that Mashiach will call
out to the humble at the end of days, “Humble ones, the time for
your redemption has arrived. And if you don’t believe, look at My
light that shines upon you.” The light of Hashem shines and emanates
from those who are humble and it has the power to bring Mashiach!
Today we long for an end to our wars. We long for the end of our
suffering and we look forward to our redemption. There are so many
signs that would suggest that the time for our redemption is upon us.
We are witnessing Divine orchestration day in and day out. We see
the leader of the free world, the President of the United States of
America, the leader of Eisav, fighting alongside us as our equal, to
defeat a common enemy. This is a union perhaps not seen since
before Eisav fell out with his brother Yaakov, vowing to destroy him
as opposed to helping him. When Eisav comes to our assistance and
helps us, we are witness to a moment ripe for redemption. All the
signs are there. What else is missing? Perhaps if we were to work on
our character traits, the trait of humility in particular, as Moshe did,
we would bring the rays of Hashem’s light back to Am Yisrael, which
Mashiach has told us, is his calling to arrive!
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	The Torah at the end of Ki Tisa describes how when Moshe came down with the second Luchot on the day of Yom Kippur, the day when Hashem finally forgave the people for the sin of the Golden Calf, his face was shining brilliantly. There were rays of light protruding from his face, to the degree that the people were in awe of him. From that time on, he would wear a mask to conceal this light and only reveal his face when speaking to and relaying the word of G-d. The question is what was it that caused his face to shine? The Sages write how Moshe, after writing the Torah, had a bit of ink left in his quill which he inadvertently wiped across his face. It was the extra ink on his face from which the rays of light emanated. The question is, how could Hashem have given Moshe more ink than he actually needed? We would not expect excess ink of G-d to be left over after the Torah was written. Did Hashem over estimate the amount of ink Moshe would need to write a Sefer Torah? There are at least two answers to this question. One is from this week’s Parsha of Vayikra. The Baal HaTurim points out how the aleph at the end of the word Vayikra was written small. The term Vayikra is a term of endearment. It described Hashem’s love for Moshe. Moshe, in his incredible humility, did not want to write such words about himself so he begged Hashem to allow him to write Vayikar without an aleph. Hashem insisted he write it with an aleph. Moshe could not bring himself to write a full size aleph so he wrote it small, because in his eyes, he too was small. This accounted for the extra ink in the quill, from which emanated his rays of light. Another approach is found in Parshat Be’ha’alotcha where it states how “Moshe was the humblest of all men.” The word humble is normally spelled ayin, nun, yud, vav, yet the letter yud is missing as it appears in the Torah. Again, Moshe could not bring himself to write how humble he was. Because Hashem insisted that he write it, he wrote it but without the yud. In his humility, he was simply not capable of writing the word in its complete form. As such, he had extra ink remaining in his quill that he wiped on his face, creating the rays of light. Hashem relates to us midda k’negged midda, measure for measure. It seems ironic then, that Moshe’s reward for his incredible humility was
	to have glorious light shining from his face! The humble person doesn’t seek the limelight, he prefers to stay hidden in the shadows, so why would Hashem literally shine the spotlight on Moshe to the degree that the people were in awe of him!? Now the people will certainly see how great Moshe was, the opposite of what a truly humble person wants! The answer I believe is that the rays of light were not for Moshe’s benefit but for the people’s. Hashem wanted to show the people what true greatness looks like. Greatness does not stem from the amount of Torah a person knows, but from character. True greatness comes from, of all traits, humility. It is the person who shys away from the spotlight that people gravitate towards. The person who is arrogant and “full of himself” may think himself as great, but others don’t. Not only are we not drawn to such a person, we are actually repelled by him.  Moshe, the more humble he became, the brighter the light he gave off to others, for it is the humble man who inspires others to be great. Perhaps this is why the medrash says that Mashiach will call out to the humble at the end of days, “Humble ones, the time for your redemption has arrived. And if you don’t believe, look at My light that shines upon you.” The light of Hashem shines and emanates from those who are humble and it has the power to bring Mashiach! Today we long for an end to our wars. We long for the end of our suffering and we look forward to our redemption. There are so many signs that would suggest that the time for our redemption is upon us. We are witnessing Divine orchestration day in and day out. We see the leader of the free world, the President of the United States of America, the leader of Eisav, fighting alongside us as our equal, to defeat a common enemy. This is a union perhaps not seen since before Eisav fell out with his brother Yaakov, vowing to destroy him as opposed to helping him. When Eisav comes to our assistance and helps us, we are witness to a moment ripe for redemption. All the signs are there. What else is missing? Perhaps if we were to work on our character traits, the trait of humility in particular, as Moshe did, we would bring the rays of Hashem’s light back to Am Yisrael, which Mashiach has told us, is his calling to arrive!


