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The Torah introduces us to Noach at the end of last week’s parsha by
telling us that Noach was 500 years old when he had his three
children, Shem, Cham and Yafet.

There is a stark anomaly that Rashi picks up on. The Torah had just
given us the family line from Adam down to Noach. The typical lifeline
was that people would live between 700 - 900 years and would have
children at the age of 100 years old. Yet Noach only had his children
at the age of 500 years! Today this would be akin to someone having
children in his late 50s! Rashi and others ask why it was that Noach
had his children so late in life. Was it that he married late or did he
marry at the normal age that they would marry, but for some reason,
did not have children until he was 500? Rashi explains that Noach
married at the normal age, let’s assume at 100 years old, and was
childless for 400 years until he had his three children at the age of
500. Imagine Noach and his wife being unable to have children for
400 years. It was probably unprecedented in his time, which begs the
question why?

Rashi explains that Hashem supressed Noach’s fertility for his own
good! Hashem knew that a flood was coming and that all of the
inhabitants of the world would be destroyed except for Noach and his
immediate family who were righteous at the time. Hashem said to
Himself that if Noach were to have children early on in life, those
children would be grown up and have their own families by the time
the flood would arrive, which would make Noach’s family much, much
larger. If his children and grandchildren would be wicked, then
Hashem would have to destroy them, which would cause Noach
tremendous pain, seeing his family destroyed in the flood. If his
children would be righteous, then Hashem would save them all,
thereby requiring Noach to build many arks to fit all of his
descendants.

So as not to cause Noach grief or extra work, Hashem delayed
Noach’s having children until the ridiculous age of 500 years old!
What is the message we should take from this Rashi?

The message | believe, is a fundamental one, that everything that
happens for good or for bad, is ultimately for the good!

I can only assume that Noach and his wife suffered much anxiety in
their attempt to have children during those first 400 years of
marriage. They must have seen everyone around them, wicked
people, having children and grandchildren. Noach and his wife
probably questioned Hashem a million times over this seeming
injustice. “Why do the wicked prosper, being blessed with children
and nachas, and we, who are righteous, suffer the indignation of
infertility?” “Why are you doing this to us Hashem?”

Little did they know, (or maybe they did know) that Hashem was
doing this, not as a punishment, but as a kindness!

We see from here a fundamental principle in Jewish faith. There is a
positive reason behind everything that Hashem does. Even when it is
difficult to find the “silver lining” to what we are experiencing, we
believe that there is a reason behind everything that happens and
that Hashem has our best interests in mind.

The gemara says that everything that Hashem does is for the good.
The challenge is that the silver lining is not usually apparent at the
time that we experience the hardships, which is why the gemara
acknowledges that upon receiving bad tidings, we should make a
blessing of “dayan emet.” However, in the future, when Hashem’s
plans and methods will be revealed to us, then we will only recite the
blessing of “hatov v’hameitiv”, Hashem is good and does good.

Today we are saddled with “keyhole” or tunnel vision. We see the
world and its events through a tiny keyhole and therefore we don’t
comprehend what it is that we are seeing. Through the keyhole, we
may see what appears to be someone torturing another person, yet if
we were to open the door, we would see a doctor healing a patient.
May we merit, like Noach, to see Hashem’s plan and we look forward
to the day that we will bless Hashem only with the blessing of “He
who is good and does good!”

What Comes First?

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

L
As we leave the Yuntif season and embrace the "New Year," we can
relate to the feelings Noach experienced as he stepped off the Teivah.
We’'ve engaged in teshuva, committed to living better lives, and the
world we knew before Yom Kippur is now a distant memory. We have
been blessed with a fresh start.
Noach stepped off the Teivah with his previous world erased,
presenting him with a clean slate and endless opportunities for his new
life. However, we know that Noach's new beginning did not start off on
the right foot. The pasuk states, "Vayachel Noach," which Rashi
interprets as "And Noach made himself profane (chulin)." Why was
this? After the flood, rather than focusing on rebuilding society, Noach
chose to plant a vineyard to produce wine, eventually leading to his
drunkenness. Rashi comments that he should have prioritized a
different kind of planting.

Reb Yeruchum Levovitz z"l asks, what is so wrong with planting a
vineyard? Wine is essential in Jewish religious life! He explains that
Rashi teaches us a valuable lesson about our priorities. What we
engage with first reveals our true essence.

In contrast, we see Yaakov’s approach. When forced to go down to
Mitzrayim, the Torah tells us he sent Yehuda first. Rashi explains that
this was to establish a Beis Medrash in Mitzrayim before they arrived.
Yaakov prioritized Torah and Hashem, ensuring that the new chapter of
their lives began with spiritual focus.

As we settle back into our routines after the chagim and plan our
calendars for the year, we must ask ourselves: What are we scheduling
first? Are we filling our days with work and extracurricular activities,
then trying to squeeze in Torah, Tefillah, and Chesed? Or do we affirm,
"I am an eved Hashem" and prioritize a chavrusa or a minyan that
allows for a true connection with Hashem?

We are defined by our priorities. Let us learn from Yaakov and put our
ruchniyus first, allowing everything else to follow.
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	The Torah introduces us to Noach at the end of last week’s parsha by telling us that Noach was 500 years old when he had his three children, Shem, Cham and Yafet. There is a stark anomaly that Rashi picks up on. The Torah had just given us the family line from Adam down to Noach. The typical lifeline was that people would live between 700 - 900 years and would have children at the age of 100 years old. Yet Noach only had his children at the age of 500 years! Today this would be akin to someone having children in his late 50s! Rashi and others ask why it was that Noach had his children so late in life. Was it that he married late or did he marry at the normal age that they would marry, but for some reason, did not have children until he was 500? Rashi explains that Noach married at the normal age, let’s assume at 100 years old, and was childless for 400 years until he had his three children at the age of 500. Imagine Noach and his wife being unable to have children for 400 years. It was probably unprecedented in his time, which begs the question why? Rashi explains that Hashem supressed Noach’s fertility for his own good! Hashem knew that a flood was coming and that all of the inhabitants of the world would be destroyed except for Noach and his immediate family who were righteous at the time. Hashem said to Himself that if Noach were to have children early on in life, those children would be grown up and have their own families by the time the flood would arrive, which would make Noach’s family much, much larger. If his children and grandchildren would be wicked, then Hashem would have to destroy them, which would cause Noach tremendous pain, seeing his family destroyed in the flood. If his children would be righteous, then Hashem would save them all, thereby requiring Noach to build many arks to fit all of his descendants. So as not to cause Noach grief or extra work, Hashem delayed Noach’s having children until the ridiculous age of 500 years old! What is the message we should take from this Rashi?
	The message I believe, is a fundamental one, that everything that happens for good or for bad, is ultimately for the good! I can only assume that Noach and his wife suffered much anxiety in their attempt to have children during those first 400 years of marriage. They must have seen everyone around them, wicked people, having children and grandchildren. Noach and his wife probably questioned Hashem a million times over this seeming injustice. “Why do the wicked prosper, being blessed with children and nachas, and we, who are righteous, suffer the indignation of infertility?” “Why are you doing this to us Hashem?” Little did they know, (or maybe they did know) that Hashem was doing this, not as a punishment, but as a kindness! We see from here a fundamental principle in Jewish faith. There is a positive reason behind everything that Hashem does. Even when it is difficult to find the “silver lining” to what we are experiencing, we believe that there is a reason behind everything that happens and that Hashem has our best interests in mind. The gemara says that everything that Hashem does is for the good. The challenge is that the silver lining is not usually apparent at the time that we experience the hardships, which is why the gemara acknowledges that upon receiving bad tidings, we should make a blessing of “dayan emet.” However, in the future, when Hashem’s plans and methods will be revealed to us, then we will only recite the blessing of “hatov v’hameitiv”, Hashem is good and does good. Today we are saddled with “keyhole” or tunnel vision. We see the world and its events through a tiny keyhole and therefore we don’t comprehend what it is that we are seeing. Through the keyhole, we may see what appears to be someone torturing another person, yet if we were to open the door, we would see a doctor healing a patient.  May we merit, like Noach, to see Hashem’s plan and we look forward to the day that we will bless Hashem only with the blessing of “He who is good and does good!”

	What Comes First?‏
	Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
	As we leave the Yuntif season and embrace the "New Year," we can relate to the feelings Noach experienced as he stepped off the Teivah. We’ve engaged in teshuva, committed to living better lives, and the world we knew before Yom Kippur is now a distant memory. We have been blessed with a fresh start. Noach stepped off the Teivah with his previous world erased, presenting him with a clean slate and endless opportunities for his new life. However, we know that Noach's new beginning did not start off on the right foot. The pasuk states, "Vayachel Noach," which Rashi interprets as "And Noach made himself profane (chulin)." Why was this? After the flood, rather than focusing on rebuilding society, Noach chose to plant a vineyard to produce wine, eventually leading to his drunkenness. Rashi comments that he should have prioritized a different kind of planting.
	Reb Yeruchum Levovitz z"l asks, what is so wrong with planting a vineyard? Wine is essential in Jewish religious life! He explains that Rashi teaches us a valuable lesson about our priorities. What we engage with first reveals our true essence. In contrast, we see Yaakov’s approach. When forced to go down to Mitzrayim, the Torah tells us he sent Yehuda first. Rashi explains that this was to establish a Beis Medrash in Mitzrayim before they arrived. Yaakov prioritized Torah and Hashem, ensuring that the new chapter of their lives began with spiritual focus. As we settle back into our routines after the chagim and plan our calendars for the year, we must ask ourselves: What are we scheduling first? Are we filling our days with work and extracurricular activities, then trying to squeeze in Torah, Tefillah, and Chesed? Or do we affirm, "I am an eved Hashem" and prioritize a chavrusa or a minyan that allows for a true connection with Hashem? We are defined by our priorities. Let us learn from Yaakov and put our ruchniyus first, allowing everything else to follow.
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