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Purim Flour & Shekalim

The gemara in Megilla describes the climactic showdown between
Mordechai and Haman as follows. After Achashveirosh instructed
Haman to dress Mordechai in the royal garments and parade him
around the city, the gemara describes how Haman approached
Mordechai while he was in the middle of teaching his students the
laws of kemitza. When a Jew would donate a meal offering to the
Temple, the Kohen would separate a fistful of flour from the
offering and burn it on the Altar. The remaining flour would be
consumed by the Kohanim. Upon hearing this Haman exclaimed how
Mordechai’s fistful of flour defeated his 10,000 silver bars that he
bribed Achashveirosh with, in order to kill the Jews. There is another
medrash that describes how the mitzvah of bringing a half shekel
piece per Jew was meant to defeat the 10,000 silver bars of Haman.
If one were to convert the silver equivalent of 10,000 bars, it would
equal the 600,000 half shekel pieces that the Jewish people would
donate annually to finance the communal offerings for the coming
year. There is a common thread between the half shekel donations
and the fistful of flour that was donated to the Altar. The cost of
both are negligible! A half shekel is valued today at approximately
13 shekels worth of silver, and a meal offering is also extremely
inexpensive.

Despite the low value of these commodities, these small donations
to Hashem’s Temple contained the power to defeat Haman’s
exorbitant donation to Achashveirosh! How was this possible? The
answer is that Hashem does not care about size or amounts. He

cares only about the heart! Of course, the heart without action is
also insufficient, but once the heart is being offered to Hashem,
then the size of the gift is less relevant. A Jew who gives an
inexpensive half shekel, with all of the passion he can muster as a
servant of Hashem, his coin is more valuable to Hashem than 10,000
silver bars of a Rasha, a wicked person.

We also see how many small units can add up to a significant whole.
A meal offering is made up of thousands of grains of flour, each one
miniscule, but together they create an avenue in which to grow
closer to Hashem. A half shekel piece, on its own, cannot buy a
single korban, but when they combine with 600,000 coins, they
create a formidable force that can bring the people closer to
Hashem over the course of an entire year!

The megilla itself, unlike the open miracles of the Exodus from
Egypt,
transpire in a huge miraculous flash. Rather it came to fruition when

is a hidden miracle. The outcome of salvation did not

a sequence of small events came together to form a climactic whole.
The Jewish people are comprised of millions of Jews. When we are
not unified, when each person lives for himself and not for others,
then each Jew is miniscule and can be defeated by Haman, no less
than a grain of flour blows as dust in the wind. But when we work
together, focused on bringing Hashem’s presence into the world, we
become an unstoppable force, one that all the money or
propaganda in the world cannot vanquish. When we work together
as flour in a mincha offering, we will see the redemption as did

Mordechai when he was saved from Haman’s treachery!

Purim Joy, Not Purim Fun

There is a well known mitzvah to drink wine on Purim until one is
unable to tell the difference between Mordechai the blessed and
Haman the cursed! This mitzvah stems from the central theme of
Purim as being a day of Mishte V’'Simcha, “a day of drinking and
rejoicing.” Unfortunately, some take this mitzvah as an excuse to
get drunk with reckless abandon, often leading to excessive silliness
and foolishness on Purim. Those who act this way do not truly
understand what mishte v’simcha is. The avoda, the goal, of Purim is
to reach a level of true simcha, joy. What is true joy?

The megilla says, “For the Jews there was light, joy, & happiness”.

PURIM YESHIVA!

Thursday 21:30-22:45
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The gemara says that these expressions of joy and light refer to the
mitzvot of learning Torah and wearing Tefillin. In other words, true
joy and happiness do not come from indulging in physical pleasures,
from having fun and acting silly. True happiness comes from living a
life of meaning, a life of Torah and mitzvot.

The reason why we drink wine on Purim is to be able to loosen
ourselves so that we can feel the inner joy of being connected to
Hashem. Intoxication is not an ends to itself. As a goal, it is frowned
upon and it is certainly not the behavior of a true son of Torah. We
use the meal of Purim together with a bit of wine, to remove the
veil of the routine, so that the light of Torah can warm our souls and
elevate us to pure joy and happiness!

Purim minyanim times

Shacharit 5:30 am (neitz) & 6:45 am

additional megilla readings Thurs 8pm and
Fri morning 10am at the Ross Family,
44 Yehuda Halevi 54
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