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Emunah & Redemption

The Gemara in Pesachim states how each year on Pesach night,
we are obligated to imagine ourselves as if we came out of Egypt.
Last year it was much easier to imagine, as we had just
experienced the miraculous intervention orchestrated by Hashem
when He protected us from the hundreds of missiles Iran had fired
at us with the sole intent to destroy as many Jews as possible.

This year, feeling redemption will be more challenging, for an
entire year has gone by and we are still stuck in the quicksand of
this seemingly never ending war against our enemies. No one
would have imagined that we would still be fighting for our
survival one and a half years later, with the world hating and
delegitimizing us more than ever.

The truth is, we need to broaden our perspective on what
redemption is. When we think of redemption, we usually imagine
things going quicky from bad to great. But in truth, the Jews did
not go from bad to great on the night that they left Egypt. On the
night of Pesach, they experienced the relief of no longer being
slaves to Paroah, but by no means were they “out of the woods!”
A few days later, they found themselves in dire straits! They fled
to the Yam Suf where they were prevented from going forward.
The medrash explains that to make matter worse, they were being
chased by blood thirsty Egyptians behind them and wild animals
to their left and right. They were boxed in to a hopeless situation!

If we were to ask them at that moment whether they felt
“redeemed” they would certainly have said no! Yet we know that
five minutes later, Hashem came to their rescue, split the sea and
the true redemption came. Why did Hashem redeem them from
Egypt, just to box them in at the Yam Suf? The Vilna Gaon explains
that Hashem wanted to hear their voices and see their actions. He
longed to hear their faith in prayer and to see their faith in action.
Once they cried out to Hashem with perfect faith, believing in His
abilities to save them, He stepped in and redeemed them fully.
Hashem brings redemption in stages. He starts the process, sees
how we respond, and based on our response, He completes the
job.

Last year’s salvation from Iran’s missiles was the first stage of our
redemption. Our hearts and minds were full of faith and gratitude
to Hashem last year on Pesach night. Since then, we have endured
difficult ups and downs and Hashem continues to give us the
impression that we are boxed in with no solution in sight. That is
why this year’s Pesach seder has the power to bring the
completion of our final redemption. Just as the Jews at the Yam
Suf cried out to Hashem to finish the redemption that had started
on Pesach night, so too we must believe and behave at our Pesach
seder with absolute faith that Hashem will finish the process He
started more than a year ago. Let’s sing and show Hashem our
faith, and He will end the war and bring our full redemption!

Dayeinu & Gratitude!

The poem of Dayeinu that we sing on Seder night is certainly one
of the high points in the long maggid portion of the seder. It brings
with it a welcome respite from the long paragraphs of text that we
will read up to this song. We breath a slight sigh of relief that
there is a lighter moment to the liturgy by singing Dayeinu to a
lively tune and we realize that we are coming close to the
culmination of the story portion of the night and are soon going to
partake of the matzah, maror and all the culinary delights that our
Pesach menu has to offer.

By now we are already tired of reading, and being that Dayeinu is
fun to sing, we have a tendency to overlook the words and
message of this amazing poem!

If we analyze each stanza of the poem, it seems that we are telling
Hashem, and ourselves, that each one of the 15 acts of kindness
would have been enough on their own. If Hashem had taken us out
of Egypt but had not split the sea, dayeinu, it would have been
enough. Had Hashem split the sea but not brought us to Har Sinai,
dayeinu, it would have been enough. Had Hashem given us the
Torah but not taken us into the Land of Israel, dayeinu, it would
have been enough. And so on...

This however, makes no sense. What would have been the point of
taking us out of Egypt if not to split the sea? Had Hashem not split
the sea, we would have all perished on the shore, for we were
trapped and the Egyptians were coming to kill us. What would be
the point of taking us out of Egypt if not to give us the Torah? Had
we not received the Torah, the entire world would have ceased to
exist! Clearly, we are not stating that it would have been enough
to grant us one or part of the 15 steps enumerated in this poem!
All 15 steps were absolutely necessary to bring us to full freedom!

What the song actually means is that each step on its own
commands enough reason for us to express gratitude and to say
thank you to Hashem. The message being conveyed is that Hashem
doesn’t want us to just say thank you. He wants us to recognize
every act of kindness He did for us and that we should
acknowledge each one separately.

Imagine you adopt an abandoned baby left on your doorstep. You
take the baby in, nurture him, raise him, clothe him, give him
warmth and love until he develops into a healthy and happy adult.
You then take him into your business, giving him financial stability,
and eventually you find him a nice woman to marry. On the night
of the wedding, your son comes to you in the middle of the
dancing circle and whispers in your ear, “Thanks Mom and Dad for
everything!” Twenty two years of infinite acts of kindness and he
shows his appreciation by giving you a six word sentence?! You
chastise your son, “Is that how you say thank you after all | have
done for you?” Your son doesn’t understand. “How should | say
thank you?” You reply, “A proper thank you that stems from
utmost sincerity requires you to specify what it is that you are
saying thank you for!”

We need to first make a reality check of where we were before
Hashem came into our lives. We were downtrodden, we were idol
worshippers, we were destitute, we were slaves, we were
oppressed. Only then can we say thank you for each step Hashem
performed for us until He finally made us into a strong nation
living as a sovereign nation of G-d in our own land, with Torah in
hand to govern our lives! Only then will we truly appreciate how
magnificent it is to be a part of this holy nation, guided by the
Almighty Himself! Only then can the Seder night become a light of
inspiration for ourselves and our families tonight and for

generations to come!




Share with your family

Holy Trash

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein

ey
As we sit together on Erev Pesach in Shul, ‘ ‘

anxiously glancing at the clock, hoping to get home in time for a
proper lunch, we must take a moment to reflect on the Torah
reading for Parshas Tzav and its deep significance for our
understanding of Pesach.

Parshas Tzav begins with the mitzvah of terumas hadeshen—an
unusual and somewhat perplexing commandment that involves
cleaning up the remnants of the previous day’s service in the
Beis Hamikdash. What is the deeper meaning behind this strange
act? Many of us are accustomed to making our beds each
morning, believing that it helps us start the day fresh, organized,
and structured.

It’s as though the act of tidying up sets a positive tone for the
day ahead. Is that the purpose of this cleaning ritual in the Beis
Hamikdash, that it serves as a form of “starting the day off
right”? One might even understand if the Torah had left out this
cleaning altogether and simply started to describe the first
Korban brought! We would assume that included cleaning up
first! So why does the Torah specifically mention this seemingly
obvious action as a commandment?

What is more puzzling is that this act of cleaning is treated as a
legitimate avodah: only a Kohen is permitted to perform it, not
someone from the Beis Hamikdash’s janitorial staff, and not just
any Kohen, but a Kohen dressed in special, sacred garments!
Additionally, these "leftover ashes" don’t simply get thrown
away in some trash bin—they are placed in a specific, visible
spot in front of the Mizbeach for all to see. This seems odd.
Furthermore, once a mitzvah is completed, it typically loses its
sanctity. After an object has fulfilled its purpose in the service, it
no longer retains its holiness.

But the ashes from the previous day’s sacrifice, even after being
placed in their special spot, retain their kedushah.

These unusual details point to something deeper about the
mitzvah of terumas hadeshen.

This is far from a routine act of trash removal or a simple act of
cleaning to start the day afresh. There is something profoundly
significant about this ritual, something that sets it apart from all
other acts of service in the Beis Hamikdash. It is so important, in
fact, that Chazal tell us that the Kohanim used to fight over who
would be privileged to perform this special task!

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch zt”| offers a powerful insight into
understanding this mitzvah. He suggests that we need to shift
our focus. This act of cleaning, of raising the ashes, is not simply
the first step in today’s service; rather, it is the conclusion of the
service from the day before.

The Kohen, dressed in his sacred garments, ascends the ramp,
takes a kometz (a handful) of ashes from the previous day’s
offerings, and places it deliberately on the east side, near the
ramp.

In this way, the ashes serve as a symbolic representation of the
previous day’s avodah. The Kohen lifts the ashes for all to see,
and in doing so, he communicates an important message:

“Today brings no new mission. It has only the task of carrying
out, ever afresh, the mission that yesterday too was to
accomplish.

The very last Jewish grandchild stands there, before God, with
the same mission of life that the first ancestors bore... The
Jewish ‘Today’ must take its mission from the hand of its
‘Yesterday.”” (Rav Hirsch, Vayikra | 173)

This mitzvah is a profound reminder that the Kohen is not
starting something new; he is merely continuing a sacred chain
of service that has been passed down through generations.

He is a link in a long, unbroken chain. A chain dedicated to
fulfilling the will of Hashem. While each Kohen may add his own
link to this chain, he is not creating a new one. His individuality
shines from his being a part of the greater whole.

For this reason, the ashes retain their sanctity. Even after they
are placed in their designated spot, they are not discarded as
“used-up” or “finished.” They serve as a perpetual reminder to
the Kohanim of their sacred responsibility. Every time the Kohen
looks at those ashes, he is reminded of the sacrifices of his
ancestors—his forefathers who served in the Beis Hamikdash. It
connects him to Aharon HaKohen and reminds him that he is
part of a long legacy, charged with the awesome responsibility of
continuing the sacred mission of the Jewish people.

And this, in many ways, mirrors the experience of the Seder
night. When we sit down at the Seder table, we are not trying to
create something new. We are partaking in an age-old mesorah
that has been handed down through the generations. The
matzah cover from your Zaide, the Kiddush cup that has been
passed down for generations, the Maxwell House Haggadah, the
matzah crumb sweeper your Bubbie always used, and the
cherished family recipes—they are all living reminders of the
continuity of our Jewish existence. The way we sing Chad Gadya,
the order in which we conduct the Seder, the customs and
practices that have been passed down to us—these are the
threads that tie us to our past.

We don’t innovate on Seder night.

We maintain.

We cherish.

We hold dear the mesorah that our Bubbie and Zaidie gave to
our parents, and that we are now passing on to our children.

Our task, just like the Kohen, is not to start something new but
to carry the mission forward, as it has been passed down
through generations.

Sitting down at the Seder table is an opportunity to show our
children the incredible responsibility they are inheriting. Just as
the Kohanim are reminded by the ashes to take their mission
from the past, we too sit down at the Seder table, carrying the
mesorah of our families, and teaching our children that their
mission is not to innovate but to uphold the sacred traditions
that have been handed to them.

We pray that they, in turn, will pass these traditions down to
their children, ensuring that the chain continues, unbroken, into
the future.

This is the true essence of the Seder night: a night to
demonstrate to our children the awesome responsibility we are
entrusting to them. To actively show them that “the Jewish
‘Today’ must take its mission from the hand of its ‘Yesterday.””
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	The Gemara in Pesachim states how each year on Pesach night, we are obligated to imagine ourselves as if we came out of Egypt. Last year it was much easier to imagine, as we had just experienced the miraculous intervention orchestrated by Hashem when He protected us from the hundreds of missiles Iran had fired at us with the sole intent to destroy as many Jews as possible.  This year, feeling redemption will be more challenging, for an entire year has gone by and we are still stuck in the quicksand of this seemingly never ending war against our enemies. No one would have imagined that we would still be fighting for our survival one and a half years later, with the world hating and delegitimizing us more than ever.  The truth is, we need to broaden our perspective on what redemption is. When we think of redemption, we usually imagine things going quicky from bad to great. But in truth, the Jews did not go from bad to great on the night that they left Egypt. On the night of Pesach, they experienced the relief of no longer being slaves to Paroah, but by no means were they “out of the woods!” A few days later, they found themselves in dire straits! They fled to the Yam Suf where they were prevented from going forward. The medrash explains that to make matter worse, they were being chased by blood thirsty Egyptians behind them and wild animals to their left and right. They were boxed in to a hopeless situation!
	If we were to ask them at that moment whether they felt “redeemed” they would certainly have said no! Yet we know that five minutes later, Hashem came to their rescue, split the sea and the true redemption came. Why did Hashem redeem them from Egypt, just to box them in at the Yam Suf? The Vilna Gaon explains that Hashem wanted to hear their voices and see their actions. He longed to hear their faith in prayer and to see their faith in action. Once they cried out to Hashem with perfect faith, believing in His abilities to save them, He stepped in and redeemed them fully. Hashem brings redemption in stages. He starts the process, sees how we respond, and based on our response, He completes the job. Last year’s salvation from Iran’s missiles was the first stage of our redemption. Our hearts and minds were full of faith and gratitude to Hashem last year on Pesach night. Since then, we have endured difficult ups and downs and Hashem continues to give us the impression that we are boxed in with no solution in sight. That is why this year’s Pesach seder has the power to bring the completion of our final redemption. Just as the Jews at the Yam Suf cried out to Hashem to finish the redemption that had started on Pesach night, so too we must believe and behave at our Pesach seder with absolute faith that Hashem will finish the process He started more than a year ago. Let’s sing and show Hashem our faith, and He will end the war and bring our full redemption!
	Dayeinu & Gratitude!
	Emunah & Redemption
	What the song actually means is that each step on its own commands enough reason for us to express gratitude and to say thank you to Hashem. The message being conveyed is that Hashem doesn’t want us to just say thank you. He wants us to recognize every act of kindness He did for us and that we should acknowledge each one separately. Imagine you adopt an abandoned baby left on your doorstep. You take the baby in, nurture him, raise him, clothe him, give him warmth and love until he develops into a healthy and happy adult. You then take him into your business, giving him financial stability, and eventually you find him a nice woman to marry. On the night of the wedding, your son comes to you in the middle of the dancing circle and whispers in your ear, “Thanks Mom and Dad for everything!” Twenty two years of infinite acts of kindness and he shows his appreciation by giving you a six word sentence?! You chastise your son, “Is that how you say thank you after all I have done for you?” Your son doesn’t understand. “How should I say thank you?” You reply, “A proper thank you that stems from utmost sincerity requires you to specify what it is that you are saying thank you for!” We need to first make a reality check of where we were before Hashem came into our lives. We were downtrodden, we were idol worshippers, we were destitute, we were slaves, we were oppressed. Only then can we say thank you for each step Hashem performed for us until He finally made us into a strong nation  living as a sovereign nation of G-d in our own land, with Torah in hand to govern our lives! Only then will we truly appreciate how magnificent it is to be a part of this holy nation, guided by the Almighty Himself! Only then can the Seder night become a light of inspiration for ourselves and our families tonight and for generations to come!
	The poem of Dayeinu that we sing on Seder night is certainly one of the high points in the long maggid portion of the seder. It brings with it a welcome respite from the long paragraphs of text that we will read up to this song. We breath a slight sigh of relief that there is a lighter moment to the liturgy by singing Dayeinu to a lively tune and we realize that we are coming close to the culmination of the story portion of the night and are soon going to partake of the matzah, maror and all the culinary delights that our Pesach menu has to offer. By now we are already tired of reading, and being that Dayeinu is  fun to sing, we have a tendency to overlook the words and message of this amazing poem! If we analyze each stanza of the poem, it seems that we are telling Hashem, and ourselves, that each one of the 15 acts of kindness would have been enough on their own. If Hashem had taken us out of Egypt but had not split the sea, dayeinu, it would have been enough. Had Hashem split the sea but not brought us to Har Sinai, dayeinu, it would have been enough. Had Hashem given us the Torah but not taken us into the Land of Israel, dayeinu, it would have been enough. And so on... This however, makes no sense. What would have been the point of taking us out of Egypt if not to split the sea? Had Hashem not split the sea, we would have all perished on the shore, for we were trapped and the Egyptians were coming to kill us. What would be the point of taking us out of Egypt if not to give us the Torah? Had we not received the Torah, the entire world would have ceased to exist! Clearly, we are not stating that it would have been enough to grant us one or part of the 15 steps enumerated in this poem! All 15 steps were absolutely necessary to bring us to full freedom!


	Holy Trash
	Rabbi Isaac Bernstein
	As we sit together on Erev Pesach in Shul,  anxiously glancing at the clock, hoping to get home in time for a proper lunch, we must take a moment to reflect on the Torah reading for Parshas Tzav and its deep significance for our understanding of Pesach. Parshas Tzav begins with the mitzvah of terumas hadeshen—an unusual and somewhat perplexing commandment that involves cleaning up the remnants of the previous day’s service in the Beis Hamikdash. What is the deeper meaning behind this strange act? Many of us are accustomed to making our beds each morning, believing that it helps us start the day fresh, organized, and structured.  It’s as though the act of tidying up sets a positive tone for the day ahead. Is that the purpose of this cleaning ritual in the Beis Hamikdash, that it serves as a form of “starting the day off right”? One might even understand if the Torah had left out this cleaning altogether and simply started to describe the first Korban brought! We would assume that included cleaning up first! So why does the Torah specifically mention this seemingly obvious action as a commandment? What is more puzzling is that this act of cleaning is treated as a legitimate avodah: only a Kohen is permitted to perform it, not someone from the Beis Hamikdash’s janitorial staff, and not just any Kohen, but a Kohen dressed in special, sacred garments! Additionally, these "leftover ashes" don’t simply get thrown away in some trash bin—they are placed in a specific, visible spot in front of the Mizbeach for all to see. This seems odd. Furthermore, once a mitzvah is completed, it typically loses its sanctity. After an object has fulfilled its purpose in the service, it no longer retains its holiness.  But the ashes from the previous day’s sacrifice, even after being placed in their special spot, retain their kedushah. These unusual details point to something deeper about the mitzvah of terumas hadeshen.  This is far from a routine act of trash removal or a simple act of cleaning to start the day afresh. There is something profoundly significant about this ritual, something that sets it apart from all other acts of service in the Beis Hamikdash. It is so important, in fact, that Chazal tell us that the Kohanim used to fight over who would be privileged to perform this special task! Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l offers a powerful insight into understanding this mitzvah. He suggests that we need to shift our focus. This act of cleaning, of raising the ashes, is not simply the first step in today’s service; rather, it is the conclusion of the service from the day before.  The Kohen, dressed in his sacred garments, ascends the ramp, takes a kometz (a handful) of ashes from the previous day’s offerings, and places it deliberately on the east side, near the ramp.  In this way, the ashes serve as a symbolic representation of the previous day’s avodah. The Kohen lifts the ashes for all to see, and in doing so, he communicates an important message:  “Today brings no new mission. It has only the task of carrying out, ever afresh, the mission that yesterday too was to accomplish.  The very last Jewish grandchild stands there, before God, with the same mission of life that the first ancestors bore… The Jewish ‘Today’ must take its mission from the hand of its ‘Yesterday.’” (Rav Hirsch, Vayikra I 173) This mitzvah is a profound reminder that the Kohen is not starting something new; he is merely continuing a sacred chain of service that has been passed down through generations.
	He is a link in a long, unbroken chain. A chain dedicated to fulfilling the will of Hashem. While each Kohen may add his own link to this chain, he is not creating a new one. His individuality shines from his being a part of the greater whole. For this reason, the ashes retain their sanctity. Even after they are placed in their designated spot, they are not discarded as “used-up” or “finished.” They serve as a perpetual reminder to the Kohanim of their sacred responsibility. Every time the Kohen looks at those ashes, he is reminded of the sacrifices of his ancestors—his forefathers who served in the Beis Hamikdash. It connects him to Aharon HaKohen and reminds him that he is part of a long legacy, charged with the awesome responsibility of continuing the sacred mission of the Jewish people. And this, in many ways, mirrors the experience of the Seder night. When we sit down at the Seder table, we are not trying to create something new. We are partaking in an age-old mesorah that has been handed down through the generations. The matzah cover from your Zaide, the Kiddush cup that has been passed down for generations, the Maxwell House Haggadah, the matzah crumb sweeper your Bubbie always used, and the cherished family recipes—they are all living reminders of the continuity of our Jewish existence. The way we sing Chad Gadya, the order in which we conduct the Seder, the customs and practices that have been passed down to us—these are the threads that tie us to our past.  We don’t innovate on Seder night.  We maintain.  We cherish.  We hold dear the mesorah that our Bubbie and Zaidie gave to our parents, and that we are now passing on to our children.  Our task, just like the Kohen, is not to start something new but to carry the mission forward, as it has been passed down through generations. Sitting down at the Seder table is an opportunity to show our children the incredible responsibility they are inheriting. Just as the Kohanim are reminded by the ashes to take their mission from the past, we too sit down at the Seder table, carrying the mesorah of our families, and teaching our children that their mission is not to innovate but to uphold the sacred traditions that have been handed to them.  We pray that they, in turn, will pass these traditions down to their children, ensuring that the chain continues, unbroken, into the future. This is the true essence of the Seder night: a night to demonstrate to our children the awesome responsibility we are entrusting to them. To actively show them that “the Jewish ‘Today’ must take its mission from the hand of its ‘Yesterday.’”
	בס”ד


	Torah Bytes
	גליון 79
	הנס הגדול
	מעבדות לחירות – מסע ללא סוף


